


Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Andrew Spyrow - Pastor  
Rev. Celestine Tyowua - Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Bonifacio “Boie” Espeleta - Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ferdinand Mariano - OCIA Coordinator 
 

Parish Staff 
Charles Corpus - Music Coordinator 
Nora Regaspi - Office Manager 
Camelle Sudario - Parish Receptionist 
 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the church) 

Monday through Friday 
11:30 a.m. –12:00 p.m.  

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Sacred Heart 
First Friday of the month at 4:00 p.m.. 

Sto. Niño Devotion 
Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 
First Saturday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

AAA Update 
(as of 15 September 2026) 

Patrician Meeting 
     Join us this week for the monthly Patrician Meeting, a Cath-
olic discussion group sponsored by the Legion of Mary.  This 
month’s topic is… 

Our Lady of Sorrows  
Speaker ~  Margarita Galindo 

Date ~ Sunday, September 27, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. 
McKenna Hall 

Guardians for Valuable Souls 
     So valuable to heaven is the dignity of the human soul that 
every member of the human race has a guardian angel from the 
moment the person begins to be. 

~ St. Jerome 

Weekend Parking Special 
Coming to church this weekend? 

Save on parking in the Jessie Square Garage. 
Get your  GREEN DISCOUNT TICKET  

Available from the Gift Shop 
$3 FOR UP TO 2 HOURS! 

     Simply present your green ticket to the garage attendant BE-
FORE paying. Please note: Parking for more than 2 hours will 
void the discount, and the regular rate of $7.99 per hour will ap-
ply. 

October is Mother Mary’s Month 
     The Rosary will be recited 
every day during the month of 
October before the 12:00 p.m. 
Mass. 
     Never will anyone who says 
his Rosary every day be led 
astray. This is a statement that I 
would gladly sign with my blood. 
~ St. Louis de Montfort 
     The Holy Rosary is not just a 
conglomeration of our Fathers 
and Hail Marys, But on the con-
trary it is a Divine Summary of 
the Mysteries of the Life, Pas-

sion, Death, and Glory of Jesus and Mary. ~ St. Louis de Mont-
fort 
     After the Divine Office and the Holy Mass, no homage is as 
agreeable to Jesus and His Divine Mother as the fervent prayer 
of the Holy Rosary, since the work of salvation began with the 
Angelic Salutation (Hail Mary) the Salvation of each one of us 
in particular is attached to this prayer. ~ St. Dominic 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a min-
imum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and finan-
cial information are safe with us. And we recommend that you 
use your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 85 Lifetime Donors as of 16 July 2026 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only 

content, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Novena to San Lorenzo Ruiz 

Everyone is invited to join the novena to San 
Lorenzo Ruiz through Sunday, September 27, 
with the recitation of the rosary at 11:30 a.m. 
each day, culminating with the Feast Day cele-
bration on Monday, September 28 at the 12:10 
p.m. Mass.  Please join us as we commemorate 
the life of the first Filipino Saint. 

Priests’ Retirement Fund 
     This weekend, our parish is taking up a special collection to 
support our retired priests. It will help ensure the Priests’ Re-
tirement fund stays healthy and hearty and continues to provide 
minimal monthly pensions as well as health insurance to our 
retired priests. 
     As you may know, the retirement years can be difficult for 
our priests. No longer supported by their parish communities, 
they rely on minimal Social Security benefits and their pension 
from the Priests’ Retirement Fund for basic needs, such as 
food, housing and transportation. 
     Please show your gratitude to those priests who have cared 
for and ministered to you by prayerfully reflecting on how you 
can best help support our priests’ retirement with a gift to the 
Priests’ Retirement Fund special collection. 

Peaceful Heart 
     While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful 
to have it even more fully in your heart. 

~ St. Francis of Assisi 

Angelic 
     The reason angels can fly is because they take themselves 
lightly.                                                                      

~ G.K. Chesterton 



 

Mass Intentions for Sep 27 - Oct 03 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
27 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Lourdes Villanueva 
SI All Parishioners of St. Patrick 
SI Georgina Jose 
SI Agnes Kumi 

 
 

Monday 
28 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Judy Neri Labaria 
BD Kathy Sealock 
SI Tita Labaria 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
29 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
01 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

FH Joey & Bigred 
BD Charito Cruz 
FH Alicia & Ryan 

 
 

Friday 
02 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Kenneth Kirby 
BD Chiara Itchon 
† Philip Yan 

 
 

Saturday 
03 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Kenneth Kirby's Grandkids 
FH Joey & Bigred 
FH Alicia & Ryan 

Time Date 

† Marilyn & Lorenzo Sumulong 
BD Riza Esguerra 
SI Dan & Annie Lacap 

 
 

Wednesday 
30 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Felicitas Locsin 
† Sofia Villanueva 
SI Merly Lorete 

Religious Education Classes 
     The staff and catechists of St. Patrick Church are dedicated 
to helping your children grow in faith and be closer to God.  As 
parents, you are the primary educators of your children and are 
their best teachers.  Your children learn the most from the ex-
ample you set when you pray together and actively participate 
in Mass and the sacraments as a family. 
     Our Religious Education Program is designed to assist you 
in the faith formation of your children. First-time students must 
provide a valid baptismal certificate. Classes began on Satur-
day, September 12th and run through May. Class hours are from 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

Are You Someone or 
Do You Know Someone Who… 

 ...has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
 ...has a child over the age of seven who has not been bap-

tized? 
 ...was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated 

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 
     The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is an 
opportunity for you to come together in a small group to learn 
more about the Catholic faith. Sessions focus on the teachings 
and experience of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during 
the Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the pro-
cess with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a 
warm accepting setting. For information please contact the par-
ish office during normal business hours. 

Catechetical Sunday 
     Eight of our  Religious Education catechists were commis-
sioned last Sunday by Fr. Boie at the 12:00 p.m. Mass. Many 
thanks to these volunteers who teach and bear witness to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church to the youth of our parish!! 

What is Priesthood Sunday? 
     Priesthood Sunday, Sept. 27, 2026, is a special day set aside 
to honor priesthood in the United States. It is a day to reflect 
upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the 
Church as a central one. 
     Why is Priesthood Sunday important? Catholics are invited 
to observe Vatican-backed worldwide events, namely, World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations and World Day for Consecrated 
Life. In the United States, we also have National Vocation 
Awareness Week and National Catholic Sisters 
Week. Priesthood Sunday, however, specifically honors priests, 
without whom the Mass could not be offered and Sacraments 
could not be celebrated. 
     More than the other events listed above, Priesthood Sunday 
is a more personal one for parishes and organizations with a 
chaplain. It is for those who cultivate close working relation-
ships with their priests and therefore could benefit from a spe-
cial day to express their gratitude. It’s a chance to thank and 
honor priests in unique ways. 
     It is essential to note that the number of priests and ordina-
tions in the United States has steadily declined in the past 50 
years. Meanwhile, the number of parishes without a resident 
priest pastor has sharply increased in the same period of time. 
(See the official statistics at the Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate (CARA). The men who answer the call to priest-
hood are special indeed, and they are working harder than ever 
before. 
     Do not wait until a priest retires or is transferred to celebrate 
their service. Like Father’s Day, let Priesthood Sunday be the 
one day a year when we make it a point to make priests feel 
truly appreciated and special. 



September 27, 2026 



September 27, 2026 



Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 27, 2026 

Have in you the same attitude  
that is also in Christ Jesus.  

~ Philippians 2:5 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Over time, the severe form of one-chance penance collapsed 
under lack of enthusiasm for its burdens and its public nature. 
As ordinary Christians prayed for the great sinners, it must have 
occurred to them that they were sinners no less, and they re-
quired a form of penance also. The Irish came to the rescue, 
never having had a public form of penance, but inventing a sys-
tem called “tariff penance,” which was completely private, 
available to everyone, and wildly popular. After a detailed con-
fession, priest and penitent would lie on the floor before the 
altar and recite a number of psalms. The priest then pronounced 
a judgment, a tariff, giving a task or a prayer to complete before 
reconciliation. 
     The surviving guidebooks for confessors make for hair-
raising reading as the sins of which the Irish people were sup-
posedly capable were catalogued and keyed to penances. Cattle 
or sheep rustling might require stripping down to sing psalms in 
an icy brook, for example, or adultery could be the occasion for 
rolling in a thicket of thorns. All of this might have stayed in 
Ireland had not the monks had a desire to travel, blazing across 
Europe with their theology and their rituals, and their sense that 
Christians needed strong medicine for sin and the assurance of 
God’s forgiveness. 

     ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Familiar Insights 
     Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to repeat 
other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that many different 
truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy human beings—like us—
who need to hear the basics over and over. Consider today’s 
readings. 
     People complain God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel answers that 
God is more than fair. People choose their own fates, and peo-
ple can change. Even evildoers can turn, do right, and live. 
“Actions speak louder than words.” A fresh new insight? Hard-
ly. 
     Paul tells the Philippians that he would truly be encouraged 
if those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, look to oth-
ers’ interests and not their own. “The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating.” A novel idea? I don’t think so. 
     In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone knows 
that the one who said he wouldn’t work—but did—is way 
ahead of the one who said he would work—but didn’t. “Talk is 
cheap.” Heard that before? 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The sacrament of penance has a long and difficult history. 
The Church sometimes struggles with how best to be faithful to 
the image of an all-forgiving God. Once a very public rite with 
publicly visible participation on the part of the penitent, it be-
came in time a very private matter. By the fourteenth century, 
when a prayer of absolution and a laying on of hands was still 
required in sacramental confession, theologians were saying 
that even that was too much liturgy. All that was required was 
confession itself, and the sacramental words Ego te absolvo, or 
“I absolve you.” 
     In 1614 the Council of Florence tried to flesh out this bare 
skeleton, requiring that if possible the priest should wear a 
stole, that the confession should be in church, and that there be 
questions about the person’s state in life, occupation, and last 
confession. This is the first time the Church recommended that 
the penitent and priest be separated by a grill, thereby eliminat-
ing the ritual laying on of hands once so central to the sacra-
ment, substituting the priest’s raised right hand in blessing. This 
is the rite that remained in force until the sacrament became the 
subject of very stormy debates at the Second Vatican Council, 
leading to a major reform in 1974 that is still only partially re-
ceived. 

  ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Unfair! 
     Children are usually still quite young the first time they have 
occasion to shout, “That’s not fair!” At some point in our lives, 
we’ve probably all felt the bitterness of unfairness. Today’s 
readings agree that life isn’t always fair—yet, unexpectedly, 
invite us to rejoice! We rejoice because God’s mercy is totally 
unfair: God lavishes us with forgiveness and love even when 
we deserve less. Both the reading from Isaiah and the psalm 
praise the great mercy of God, mercy that forgives our sins over 
and over. In the Gospel parable, Jesus demonstrates that God 
longs to give good things to all of us, even to those who seem 
less worthy. When Saint Paul reflects on God’s goodness, em-
bodied in Jesus Christ, he can hardly wait to enter his heavenly 
reward. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Our Fascinating Faith 
Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael (September 29) 

     According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, angels 
exist to glorify and serve God and to help with God’s plan for 
salvation by cooperating with our good deeds. They can help us 
if we collaborate with them for the glory of God. 
     Our Christian tradition has designated a hierarchy of nine 
categories among the celestial beings whom we call angels. The 
seraphs are the first and the nearest to God, and the angels are 
the last and the nearest to human beings. Between the seraphs 
and angels, in order of hierarchy, are the cherubim and thrones, 
who together with the seraphs are dedicated to praising and 
loving God. The dominations, virtues, and powers are in charge 
of arranging the universe. Next are the principals and the arch-
angels, who together with the angels care for and guide human 
beings. In this hierarchy of closeness to God, the archangels are 
next to last in power, although they are the most sought after 
because of their responsibility to care for the four cardinal 
points of creation. According to Hebraic tradition, there are 
seven archangels (Tobias 12:15) of which holy scripture men-
tions only three by name: Michael (“Who is like God?”), Gabri-

Catholic Prayer Corner 
Prayer to Saint Michael 

Holy Michael the archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our protection against the wickedness  
 and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do you, 
O Prince of the heavenly host, 
by the divine power thrust into hell  
 Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who wander through the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus (1873-1897) 
October 01 

     “The cornerstone’s dated 1872, but the stained glass is much 
later,” explained the pastor, astonished when his visitor accurately 
dated it to just before the Great Depression, explaining, “The win-
dow for the Little Flower”—Thérèse’s nickname—“gives it 
away.” From her canonization in 1925, her statues and windows 
adorn most churches where European immigrants worshiped. 
Entering Carmel at fifteen, victim of tuberculosis at twenty-four, 
Thérèse proposed her “Little Way” to sanctity: doing ordinary 
tasks with extraordinary love. Thus ordinary Catholics, many of 
whom had lost loved ones to tuberculosis, embraced her. Though 
she never left her cloister, this Carmelite’s spiritual communion 
and devoted correspondence with missionaries earned her the title 
Patroness of Missions. Her autobiography, Story of a Soul, con-
tinuously in print since her death, chronicles her prayerful perse-
verance through doubt and caused her to be the youngest person 
ever named a Doctor of the Church. Countless physical healings 
and spiritual conversions testify to her fulfillment of her deathbed 
promise: “After my death, I will let fall a shower of roses. I will 
spend my heaven doing good upon earth!” 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Blessed Giles of Assisi, in the thirteenth century, wrote, “No 
one can attain the knowledge of God but by humility. The way 
to mount high is to descend.” This helps express the profound 
truth of today’s readings. In Ezekiel’s view, only the humble 
can acknowledge fault and turn to God with repentance. In the 
Gospel from Matthew, those who view themselves humbly are 
able to recognize God’s presence in Jesus. And in his letter to 
the Philippians, Saint Paul’s stirring hymn tells the story of Je-
sus, who through his humility showed us the depths of God’s 
love. Jesus Christ is exalted as Lord precisely because of his 
humility and service to God. In our own parishes and faith com-
munities, just like the Christian community of Philippi, we are 
called to follow Jesus’ way, and live with humility and in ser-
vice to one another. 

By What Authority? 
     Today’s Gospel describes the second half of a sharp ex-
change between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders. They 
asked, “By what authority do you do these things?” Much of 
this dispute is about authority. How could Jesus claim to repre-
sent God’s purposes? This question continues to resonate today. 
Who speaks for God? Who doesn’t? How do we tell the differ-
ence? 
     Jesus’ response is, look at the evidence. Look at how, in 
response to John the Baptist and to Jesus, people were healed in 
body and in spirit. Look how people found new intimacy with 
God, and how they turned away from their sin. The authority of 
John and of Jesus rested not in some position within the reli-
gious institutions, but in the grace and healing power evident in 
John and in Jesus. 

Changing Your Mind 
     The readings today make it clear that to be a follower of 
Jesus you have to be able to change your mind. More precisely, 
we must allow God to change us, to transform our minds. For 
most of us, this can be really hard. This is why the readings 
speak so much about humility. Humility opens up our capacity 
to be transformed. Humility allows us to challenge our own 
thinking and behavior, so as to avoid self-justification on one 
hand, and self-denigration on the other hand. 
     Humility can be cultivated in the practice of reflection. This 
might mean claiming some time to allow God into our busy 
days. This might mean time away, through a retreat or day of 
quiet, perhaps with the help of a spiritual guide or director. 
     Humility can also be cultivated in actions of service. We 
learn Jesus’ humility through washing each other’s feet. We can 
place other’s interests ahead of our own, and relinquish our 
need to be in control. When we cultivate humility, we create 
space within us to allow God to take residence and transform 
us.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 



Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

Impossible 
     Start by doing what is necessary, then do what is possible; 
suddenly you are doing the impossible. 

~ St. Francis of Assisi 

God’s Ways 
     In the stream of readings during this portion of Ordinary 
Time one week’s texts can often appear to pick up exactly 
where the previous week’s concluded. The sentiments ex-
pressed in today’s first reading seem to be a direct reaction to 
the Gospel passage we heard last week. In that Gospel, the 
landowner pays the same wages to his workers whether they 
worked for a full day or for only a few minutes. Today Ezekiel 
gives us the lament, “The Lඈඋൽ’s way is not fair!”(Ezekiel 
18:25). These Sundays in Ordinary Time offer us a glimpse into 
the ways of the Lord. We see how God’s way has the tendency 
to turn the accepted conventions of the day upside down. Those 
who always expected that their way to heaven was guaranteed 
are disappointed. Those who thought they never had a chance 
are given that chance. Today offers us another opportunity to 
discover the abundance of God’s mercy and love. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to repeat 
other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that many different 
truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy human beings—like 
us—who need to hear the basics over and over. Consider to-
day’s readings. 
     People complain God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel answers that 
God is more than fair. People choose their own fates, and peo-
ple can change. Even evildoers can turn, do right, and live. 
“Actions speak louder than words.”  A fresh new insight? 
Hardly. 
     Paul tells the Philippians he would truly be encouraged if 
those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, look to oth-
ers’ interests and not their own. “The proof is in the pudding.” 
A novel idea? I don’t think so. 
     In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone knows 
the one who said he wouldn’t work—but did—is way ahead of 
the one who said he would work—but didn’t. “Talk is cheap.” 
Heard that before? 

Real Truth Isn’t Always Palatable 
     Like it or not, we do need government. We need political 
leaders, people willing to make laws, to guide policy. But since 
we prefer that our leaders, and would-be leaders, tell us only 
things we want to hear, they often utter half-truths that might 
mean anything—and thus mean nothing—while they move to 
the next question, the next press conference. 
     Spiritual leaders, too, can fall victim to our wish not to be 
disturbed. Real truths aren’t always comfortable. Take this one: 
“[T]ax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God before you” (Matthew 21:31). Hardly designed to please 
Jesus’ listeners, since the “you” he was addressing included 
religious elite, the cream of the spiritual crop. 
     Nor was it Jesus’ strategy to please the masses by claiming 
to be anti-establishment. Popular or unpopular with the institu-
tions, up or down in the “polls” of the day—those things meant 
nothing to him. 

Jesus Told the Truth 
     But how do we know whether Jesus was telling the truth? 
For the most part, we can answer that question for ourselves. In 
fact, for the most part, we’d be hard pressed to find any sincere 
person—of any religious tradition or culture—who would disa-
gree with the fundamentals of Jesus’ message. 
     When Jesus announces that true religion consists in doing 
justice, not just in calling ourselves just—does anyone disa-
gree? When he proclaims us all members of one human family, 
are there any serious dissenting voices? Even when he teaches 
that happiness does not lie in holding on to possessions, where 
are the naysayers? 
     Certainly there are aberrations: preachers of racism, nation-
alism, chauvinism, ethnic supremacy. Jesus would denounce 
them, whoever they are. And he’d be recognized as right, too, 
even if it got him into trouble. Jesus wasn’t put to death be-
cause his message was one that his listeners wanted to hear. He 
was crucified because he told the truth, popular or not. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Necessary Repetition 
     Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to repeat 
other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that many different 
truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy human beings—like us—
who need to hear the basics over and over. Consider today’s 
readings. 
     People complain that God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel answers 
that God is more than fair. People choose their own fates, and 
people can change. Even evildoers can turn, do right, and live. 
“Actions speak louder than words.” A fresh new insight? Hard-
ly. 
     Paul tells the Philippians he would truly be encouraged if 
those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, look to others’ 
interests and not their own. “The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating.” A novel idea? I don’t think so. 
     In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone knows 
the one who said he wouldn’t work—but did—is way ahead of 
the one who said he would work, but didn’t. “Talk is cheap.” 
Heard that before? 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     In The Secret Life of Bees, August, an older black woman, is 
talking about “the problem with people” to Lily, a younger 
white woman who has run away from an abusive father. Lily 
has said that people don’t really know what matters. But August 
says the deeper problem is that people do know what matters, 
but don’t choose it. 
     God tells Ezekiel that virtue’s proof is in choosing to do the 
right thing. What you choose to do matters. So be careful not to 
go off the right path at the end of your days. On the other hand, 
you might be off the right path for years, but end up hopping 
back on at the very end, and you will have life. It doesn’t sound 
very fair; nevertheless, it’s where you are when the end comes 
that counts. And you don’t know when the end will come. 
     Jesus confronts the religious leaders with a parable. A father 
asks his two sons to do some work in the vineyard. One talks a 
good game but never makes it into the field; the other refuses 
outright, but then goes and does what his father asked. In telling 
this parable, Jesus compares these leaders unfavorably to the 
tax collectors and prostitutes. The elders must have been 
shocked. 
     “Have in you that same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus,” 
writes Paul to his beloved Philippians. The attitude he urged on 
them was giving oneself for the sake of others—even unto 
death. In this way, we not only speak but also do “Yes.” Choose 
to live Christ. 

~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Do it Now! 
     Anyone who has ever had to deal with teenagers knows the 
foot-dragging that can go on over a simple request to do some-
thing. “Mark, please take the garbage out;” “Just let me finish 
this video game!” or “Joanna, you promised to walk the dog;” 
“Not right now;” “Can’t it wait?” “I’ll do it in a minute!” To 
their frustration, parents discover that an adolescent “minute” 
can last for hours, while the young person learns that the great 
strategy for escaping what one dislikes doing now is promising 
to do it later. In today’s Gospel Jesus tells of two sons asked by 
their father to work in his vineyard. The one who said “Later” 
actually went and did the work, while the other agreed to go but 
did not. To our surprise, Jesus is not concerned about which son 
in the story procrastinated, but about the larger issue of how 
people were responding to his teaching. As we know from 
many Gospel passages, even Jesus’ closest disciples sometimes 
had difficulty paying attention to him, and grappled with the 
meaning of his words. And in the places Jesus visited, the peo-
ple who thought of themselves as good Jews were reluctant to 
respond to him or even turned away from him entirely. The 
people whom the “good” Jews shunned, such as tax collectors 
and prostitutes, were not only hearing Jesus but immediately 
following him. They had grasped a great truth: wholeheartedly 
doing God’s will is of far greater importance than simply fol-
lowing religious laws and commandments, and offers an inner 
freedom and peace of heart like nothing else. For whatever rea-
son, some of us go through the motions of being a Christian, but 
never take it to heart. Are you like this? What’s making you 
drag your feet? Become a real disciple today. 

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved 

Familiar Insights 
     Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to repeat 
other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that many different 
truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy human beings—like us—
who need to hear the basics over and over. Consider today’s 
readings. 
     People complain God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel answers that 
God is more than fair. People choose their own fates, and peo-
ple can change. Even evildoers can turn, do right, and live. 
“Actions speak louder than words.” A fresh new insight? Hard-
ly. 
     Paul tells the Philippians that he would truly be encouraged 
if those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, look to oth-
ers’ interests and not their own. “The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating.” A novel idea? I don’t think so. 
     In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone knows 
that the one who said he wouldn’t work—but did—is way 
ahead of the one who said he would work—but didn’t. “Talk is 
cheap.” Heard that before? 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Feast of Faith 
The Lord’s Prayer 

     The Eucharistic Prayer ends with the great “Amen,” the ac-
clamation of assent by the assembly. Then the Communion rite 
begins with the Lord’s Prayer. We pray this prayer in many 
contexts, both inside and outside the Church’s liturgy. Here, in 
the context of the Mass, the Lord’s Prayer is profoundly eucha-
ristic. When we ask for our “daily bread,” we are asking for the 
gift of the Eucharist. When we ask God to forgive us as we for-
give others, we are seeking forgiveness and purity of heart be-
fore we approach the altar to receive the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Body and Blood—“so that what is holy may, in fact, be 
given to those who are holy” (General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal, 81).  
     At Mass, a prayer for peace is inserted between the prayer 
and the doxology. In this prayer, called the embolism, the 
Church asks God for freedom—freedom from sin and all anxie-
ty and distress. We are living in an in-between time; even as we 
rejoice in Christ’s presence, we await his coming in joyful 
hope. 

Corinna Laughlin, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Companionship 
     Take my hand and walk along with me, not ahead of me; 
otherwise I may not follow you. 

~ Anonymous 

On Changing a Tire 

     Years ago, a television commercial showed a man driving 
his car on a rainy night. The man, who looks as though he’s had 
a rough day and just wants to get home, comes across an elder-
ly couple with a flat tire on the side of the road. The man drives 
past the disabled car, then stops. He can do the right thing—
change the flat tire for the couple—and get drenched in the pro-
cess, or he can keep on going. The expression on his face sums 
up his torn feelings. He looks as though he wishes he hadn’t 
seen the couple at all. But he has seen them, and in the end, he 
climbs out of his car to help. 

On Changing the World 
     It’s all about choice, isn’t it? Generally, we know what’s 
right and what’s wrong. We know the virtuous path. The trou-
ble is, the other path is usually the easier and more expedient 
one, and often, perhaps, it is our first choice. For those of us 
who struggle with such choices, what a great Gospel reading! 
And how comforting it is if—as we do our part in building up 
the reign of God—we can see ourselves more often than not 
like the first son, the son who said “no” but then “yes!” 
     Our choices are our own, and the Lord says that we shall 
live or die by them. Paul counsels us to choose wisely by taking 
on the values and attitude of Jesus. The prostitutes and the tax 
collectors? Yes, they made some bad choices. But when John 
called them to repentance, they changed their attitudes and 
came running. Not so the chief priests and the elders. If any-
thing, they ran the other way. That man in the commercial did-
n’t want to change the tire, but in the end, he did. If ultimately 
we say yes to Jesus, we can all change a whole lot more. 

~ Copyright © 2007, World Library Publications. All rights reserved 



Travelers Alert 
Mass times and locations of Catholic Churches throughout the 
country are available at www.Masstimes.org. 

God’s Ways 
     In the stream of readings during this portion of Ordinary 
Time one week’s texts can often appear to pick up exactly 
where the previous week’s concluded. The sentiments ex-
pressed in today’s first reading seem to be a direct reaction to 
the Gospel passage we heard last week. In that Gospel, the 
landowner pays the same wages to his workers whether they 
worked for a full day or for only a few minutes. Today Ezekiel 
gives us the lament, “The Lඈඋൽ’s way is not fair!”(Ezekiel 
18:25). These Sundays in Ordinary Time offer us a glimpse into 
the ways of the Lord. We see how God’s way has the tendency 
to turn the accepted conventions of the day upside down. Those 
who always expected that their way to heaven was guaranteed 
are disappointed. Those who thought they never had a chance 
are given that chance. Today offers us another opportunity to 
discover the abundance of God’s mercy and love. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Eucharistic Prayer IV is, like Eucharistic Prayer III, a fresh 
composition from the 1960s, based on a prayer from the tradi-
tion of the ancient church of Alexandria. It has an interesting 
structural feature. The new prayers all nod toward the East with 
the epiclesis, or calling down of the Spirit, over the gifts. In this 
prayer the Spirit is asked to come down again, after the conse-
cration, to make holy the communicants, to gather all who 
“share this one bread and one cup into the one body of Christ, a 
living sacrifice of praise.” This beautiful phrase is well worth 
meditating on. What is the goal of your reception of Holy Com-
munion today? 
     The preface for this Eucharistic Prayer is firmly attached to 
the prayer, and the directives for using the prayer anchor it to 
Ordinary Time. It is not intended to be an option if the Mass 
has a proper preface of its own, like a funeral, a Lenten week-
day, or a great feast. It is not often used these days because, in 
its current translation, it deviates from standard American 
speech in applying masculine pronouns to the human race. This 
wasn’t a problem in 1969, but the translation is sadly flawed 
now. At first, it was suggested that this prayer was better suited 
to small groups of people who were well educated in scripture. 
This was kind of an odd stipulation, especially since its images 
are so beautiful and worthy of attention. 

~ Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Traveling Angels 
     Two traveling angels stopped to spend the night in the home 
of a wealthy family. The family was rude and refused to let the 
angels stay in the mansion's guest room. Instead the angels were 
given a small space in the cold basement. As they made their 
bed on the hard floor, the older angel saw a hole in the wall and 
repaired it. When the younger angel asked why, the older angel 
replied, "Things aren't always what they seem."  
     The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very 
poor, but very hospitable farmer and his wife. After sharing 
what little food they had the couple let the angels sleep in their 
bed where they could have a good night's rest.  
When the sun came up the next morning the angels found the 
farmer and his wife in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had 
been their sole income, lay dead in the field.  
The younger angel was infuriated and asked the older angel, 
"How could you have let this happen? The first man had every-
thing, yet you helped him. The second family had little but was 
willing to share everything, and you let the cow die."  
"Things aren't always what they seem," the older angel replied. 
     “When we stayed in the basement of the mansion, I noticed 
there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner 
was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good 
fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn't find it."  
"Then last night as we slept in the farmers bed, the angel of 
death came for his wife. I gave him the cow instead. Things 
aren't always what they seem."  
     Sometimes that is exactly what happens when things don't 
turn out the way they should. If you have faith, you need to trust 
that the outcome has a purpose. You just might not know it until 
some time later...  

Do not neglect hospitality, 
for through it some have unknowingly 

entertained angels. (Heb 13:2) 

Familiar Insights 
     Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to repeat 
other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that many different 
truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy human beings—like us—
who need to hear the basics over and over. Consider today’s 
readings. 
     People complain God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel answers that 
God is more than fair. People choose their own fates, and peo-
ple can change. Even evildoers can turn, do right, and live. 
“Actions speak louder than words.” A fresh new insight? Hard-
ly. 
     Paul tells the Philippians that he would truly be encouraged 
if those who claimed to be believers would, in fact, look to oth-
ers’ interests and not their own. “The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating.” A novel idea? I don’t think so. 
     In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone knows 
that the one who said he wouldn’t work—but did—is way 
ahead of the one who said he would work—but didn’t. “Talk is 
cheap.” Heard that before? 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The sacrament of penance has a long and difficult history. 
The Church sometimes struggles with how best to be faithful to 
the image of an all-forgiving God. Once a very public rite with 
publicly visible participation on the part of the penitent, it be-
came in time a very private matter. By the fourteenth century, 
when a prayer of absolution and a laying on of hands was still 
required in sacramental confession, theologians were saying 
that even that was too much liturgy. All that was required was 
confession itself, and the sacramental words Ego te absolvo, or 
“I absolve you.” 
     In 1614 the Council of Florence tried to flesh out this bare 
skeleton, requiring that if possible the priest should wear a 
stole, that the confession should be in church, and that there be 
questions about the person’s state in life, occupation, and last 
confession. This is the first time the Church recommended that 
the penitent and priest be separated by a grill, thereby eliminat-
ing the ritual laying on of hands once so central to the sacra-
ment, substituting the priest’s raised right hand in blessing. 
This is the rite that remained in force until the sacrament be-
came the subject of very stormy debates at the Second Vatican 
Council, leading to a major reform in 1974 that is still only 
partially received. 

  ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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