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July 27, 2025 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 

through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. ~ Colossians 2:12 
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Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

July 27, 2025 



Please Pray for Pope Francis’  Intention for July 
 

Pope’s Intention: For formation in discernment. Let us pray that we might again learn 
how to discern, to know how to choose paths of life, and reject everything that leads us 
away from Christ and the Gospel. 

July 27, 2025 ~ Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 

Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-3,6-8; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
     In bargaining with God, Abraham demonstrates a real persistence in prayer (1). Jesus invites us to persist in prayer as well, to 
“ask… seek… knock” (3). May our prayer open us to God’s will, and so build up his strength within us (Ps). In baptism we have 
died with Christ , and have been raised to life with him (2). 

AAA Update 
(as of 17 July 2025) 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Conversation with God 
     Prayer is our focus this weekend. In the Gospel, Jesus gives 
his disciples, and us, the Lord’s Prayer, which we have cher-
ished through the centuries. The first two words encompass 
much about our faith—unity among all Christians (Our), and a 
sense that we are in a deeply bonded relationship with God 
(Father). 
     In Genesis, we see Abraham in conversational prayer, in his 
creaturely humility before his Creator, seeking mercy and com-
passion for the innocent. The psalm is a lyrical prayer of 
thanksgiving and praise for the God who answered the sincere 
prayers of a people who had called out for help, showing them 
mercy. In Luke’s Gospel, the disciples want to pray like Jesus, 
with the same intimacy—to experience God as Abba in the 
depths of their being.  
     Do we try to talk to God? Do we listen for answers? This 
relationship is always a work in progress. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Apart from the period from Thanksgiving through Christ-
mas, the summer is a favored time for family reunions. We 
trace family trees and recall our origins. Worship has a family 
tree as well, and the way we celebrate today has been influ-
enced by various styles and customs through the centuries. We 
are Western Christians of the Latin Rite. By far, we are the 
most numerous Western Christians, but there are other ritual 
families as well. The Archdiocese of Milan in Italy follows the 
Ambrosian Rite, Toledo in Spain preserves the Mozarabic Rite 
and the Arab language, and Lyons in France is home to the Gal-
lican Rite. Other liturgical families, such as the Celtic in Ireland 
and the Sarum in England, faded away after the Reformation. 
Until recent times, members of some ancient religious orders 
such as Carmelites and Trappists followed a pattern of Mass 
that varied slightly from the plan observed in Latin Rite parish-
es. 
     Isn’t the Catholic Church the same everywhere? Not at all. It 
never has been! The existence of so many liturgical families in 
the West reminds us that unity, not uniformity, is what the 
Church seeks to achieve among her children. We are united in 
faith, but wonderfully diverse in rituals, ceremonies, languages, 
customs, and spirituality. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Prayer of the Week 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation,  
nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 
to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
In what ways can I use the good things of this world without 
clinging to them? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

Adversity 
     Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which, in prosper-
ous circumstances, would have lain dormant. 

~ Horace 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 27, 2025 

You were buried with him in baptism,  
in which you were also raised with him  
through faith in the power of God,  
who raised him from the dead. 

~ Colossians 2:12 



Religious Education Classes 
     The staff and catechists of St. Patrick Church are dedicated 
to helping your children grow in faith and be closer to God.  As 
parents, you are the primary educators of your children and are 
their best teachers.  Your children learn the most from the ex-
ample you set when you pray together and actively participate 
in Mass and the sacraments as a family. 
     Our Religious Education Program is designed to assist you in 
the faith formation of your children.  Enroll your child after all 
Masses every Sunday in August. First-time students must pro-
vide a valid baptismal certificate. Classes begin on Saturday, 
September 6th and run through May. Class hours are from 10:00 
- 11:00 a.m. 

Are You Someone or 
Do You Know Someone Who… 

 ...has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
 ...has a child over the age of seven who has not been bap-

tized? 
 ...was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated 

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 
     The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is an 
opportunity for you to come together in a small group to learn 
more about the Catholic faith. Sessions focus on the teachings 
and experience of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during 
the Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the process 
with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a 
warm accepting setting. For information please contact the par-
ish office during normal business hours. 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: Ex 32:15-24,30-34; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11;34:5b-9b,28; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; Mt 13:36-43 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21,34-38; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Lv 23:1,4-11,15-16,27,34b-37; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1,8-17; Mt 14:1-12 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Eccl 1:2;2:21-23; Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17; Col 3:1-5,9-11; 
Lk 12:13-21 

Saints & Special Observances 
Tuesday: Memorial ~ Sts. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
Wednesday: optional memorial ~ 

St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
Thursday: Memorial ~ St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
Friday: Memorial ~ 

St. Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
Saturday: optional memorial ~ St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop 
Friday: optional memorial ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — Abraham bargains with God to spare the city 
(Genesis 18:20-32). 
Psalm — Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me 
(Psalm 138). 
Second Reading — You were buried with Christ in baptism, in 
which you were also raised with Christ (Colossians 2:12-14). 
Gospel — Everyone who asks, receives; and the one who 
seeks, finds (Luke 11:1-13). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Who’s Your Daddy? 
     We all know the Lord’s Prayer by heart, right? How easily it 
easy rolls off our tongues—but when was the last time you 
stopped and gave it some thought, phrase by phrase? Jesus’ 
disciples were certainly used to memorized prayer. They were 
required by Jewish law to say the prayer beginning “Hear, O 
Israel” (Deuteronomy 6:4–5) every day of their lives. Those 
words are so sacred that most Jewish people hope to have these 
words on their lips at death. The disciples, however, have 
learned that Jesus does not limit himself to what the law re-
quires. So they say, “Teach us to pray.” He responds, “When 
you pray, say ‘Father’. . .” This is a shock. Jesus uses a child’s 
version of “Father,” the word “Abba,” which means “Daddy” 
or “Papa.” No believing Jew says God’s name—it is simply too 
holy—so “Lord” or “The Blessed One” is used instead. Jesus is 
showing us that we are not distant from God up there in the 
sky, but close to God’s heart like a babe in arms. We can speak 
in absolute trust, knowing that God will hear us. We honor God 
for who God is, pray for the Kingdom to be among us, to be fed 
daily with what we need to nourish body and soul, for the pow-
er to forgive others as we know that God forgives us. Finally 
we pray—and the words in English sound odd—not to be led 
into temptation. As if God really would. What Jesus’ original 
words meant were more like “Please do not put us to the test” 
for, as beloved children, we do not want to disappoint our Abba 
who loves us. This prayer helps us to strip away all complica-
tions in our relationship with God and know that God always 
listens. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a mini-
mum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and financial 
information are safe with us. And we recommend that you use 
your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 93 Lifetime Donors as of 14 July 2025 

 

Mass Intentions for Jul 27 - Aug 02 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
27 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Valente Banez 
† George C. King 
† Lourdes Villanueva 
SI Evelyn Bird 

 
 

Monday 
28 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Maria Bravo 
TG Cecilia Abaoag 
SI Mercedita Cadiz 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
29 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
31 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Aniceto & Ignacia Macatangay 
SI Derrick Chang 
SI Dan & Katya Coming 

 
 

Friday 
01 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

BD Fe Macatangay 
SI Ryan, Precious & Baby Raya Tizon 
† Nicomedes & Juanita Abello 

 
 

Saturday 
02 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Cristina & Francis Agbayani 
† Poor Souls In Purgatory 
SI Marilou Alegre 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
† Shanthi Placid Prabhu 
SI MC Canlas 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only con-

tent, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
30 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI John & Judith Casper 
SI Sandra Cea 
SI Dr. Beverly Lynn Bolinger 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 



 

Listening to God 
     Familiarity, in the case of the Lord’s Prayer, probably hasn’t 
bred contempt in most of us, but it certainly can breed a kind of 
inertia. The words we speak in prayer run the same risks as all 
our other human words: they can be spoken hastily, thoughtless-
ly, carelessly. In a manner parallel to the words we say in the 
Lord’s Prayer—“forgive us as we forgive others”—today might 
be the day to invite God to “listen to us as well as we listen to 
you.” Today might be the day to listen to the Lord’s Prayer with 
newly attentive ears. 
     Let us learn from the example of Luke’s Jesus, who would 
not instruct others how to pray until he himself had been a man 
of prayer. Moreover, listen carefully to the follow-up Jesus 
gives for the prayer itself. In our quick-fix society we must heed 
the call to persistence; in a world that puts glib explanations on 
difficult situations we must continue to seek and knock; in our 
all-too-humanness, we must be open to the patience, grace, and 
wisdom of the will of God. Do we want the Lord to listen to our 
voice? Maybe we can start by listening to God’s. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 



JULY 

27 
2025 



Asking for Help 
     The Beatitudes praise the poor in spirit. One characteristic 
of those who are poor in spirit is their ability to ask for help; 
they know when others can provide what they lack. Today’s 
readings encourage us to practice poverty in spirit by asking 
God for what we need. What could be more natural than to ask 
God for good things? God is, after all, the inventor of goodness 
and the giver of all good things. 
     Asking God for help puts us in conversation with God. 
These conversations take many forms. The reading from Gene-
sis shows Abraham bantering with God like a skilled negotia-
tor, while Saint Paul’s letter to the Colossians praises God for 
answering us even when we don’t deserve it. In Saint Luke’s 
Gospel, Jesus not only gives us words to use in our conversa-
tions with God (the Our Father), but also promises that God 
always listens to our prayers. 

 © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The pilgrim experience of going by foot to Santiago de 
Compostella, the shrine of St. James, reached its high point this 
week at the feast of the Apostle, with tens of thousands of pil-
grims on the road. Typically, they cover twelve to twenty miles 
a day through rough territory. The difficult journey and the 
often primitive lodging facilities are made bearable by the joy 
of the pilgrims, their songs and prayers. When their journey is 
documented properly, they receive the scallop shell, a reminder 
not only of James the fisherman, but also his call to fish for 
human beings and to baptize the nations. In the Middle Ages, 
those who wore this badge on their hats were granted lodging 
and hospitality wherever they went. Next to the palm, the sign 
of a Jerusalem pilgrim, the scallop shell was most highly 
prized. 
     In the Middle Ages, some people so enjoyed the pilgrim 
road, although it was filled with discomfort and danger, that 
they spent most of their lives on the road. Today, some people 
take up the route for exercise, but are drawn gradually into the 
spirituality of the journey. As you make your summer travels, 
always fold in an element of pilgrimage: a long walk through 
beautiful countryside, a visit to a church, a prayer of gratitude 
for your journey through life’s hills and valleys. 

Keep Praying 
  St. Monica, whose feast we celebrate in August, is often 
known as “the persistent mother.” She watched her oldest son, 
Augustine, turn his back on his Christian faith.  
    Monica was exasperated. For years she gave up talking di-
rectly to her son on the advice of a local bishop, who told her 
that it was better to talk to God about Augustine then to Augus-
tine about God. 
    The mother never gave up praying for her son. Eventually 
Augustine gave up his wild ways, was baptized, and later or-
dained and named bishop of Hippo. St. Augustine went on to 
become one of the Church’s greatest scholars. 
     Today’s readings address the importance of persistent prayer. 
Abraham, in spite of trepidation that he is bothering the Lord, 
continues to ask about the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. Jesus, 
in Luke’s Gospel, tells his disciples to “ask and you will re-
ceive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Luke 11:9). This is our charge: keep praying. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Sometimes when bishops are consecrated, they are not given 
the care of a diocese as an “ordinary.” A very old tradition, 
however, assures that they are invested with a “see,” a link with 
a local church. Many hundreds of places around the world were 
dioceses at one time, but are no longer. In England, for example, 
some of the historic dioceses such as London, Salisbury, and 
Manchester ceased to be Catholic at the Reformation and their 
cathedrals passed to the Church of England. The reestablish-
ment of the Catholic Church in the nineteenth century meant 
that new dioceses had to be created, such as at Liverpool and 
Westminster. Similarly, in Scandinavia the ancient Catholic 
dioceses vanished under Lutheranism. In North Africa, tiny dio-
ceses disappeared under the sands or were swept away by Islam. 
     In the United States, some original dioceses never really de-
veloped as population centers, such as the old dioceses of Bard-
stown, Vincennes, Sault Ste. Marie, or Walla Walla. The tradi-
tion of “titular sees” assures that the ancient churches are al-
ways held in prayer, as the bishop celebrates Mass in its 
memory a few times a year. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Saint Martha (First Century)  
July 29 

     Whether you find Martha Stewart admirable or annoying, 
she has the perfect patron saint. Luke describes Martha—saint, 
not Stewart—as “burdened with much serving” (Luke 10:40). 
About Mary, seated, listening to Jesus, Martha complained, “Do 
you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serv-
ing?” Jesus’ response, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things . . . Mary has chosen the better 
part” (10:41, 42), suggests to some the superiority of the con-
templative life, leaving the rest of us, supporting families, earn-
ing livings, (helping others?), as “second-class” Christians. But 
Luke introduces Martha and Mary immediately after Jesus’ par-
able of the Good Samaritan, whom Jesus recommends as a 
model of practical compassion, concluding, “Go and do like-
wise” (10:37). Go and do! Sit and listen! Discipleship is never 
either/or but both/and. Jesus ministered in prayerful silence and 
hospitable service. Monastic calendars add Martha’s sister Mary 
and brother Lazarus, calling all three “hosts of the Lord,” re-
calling their welcome of Jesus to their home in Bethany, re-
minding us Whom we welcome whenever we extend summer-
time hospitality! 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



Look Around You 
To see the world in a grain of sand 
and a heaven in a wildflower, 
hold infinity in the palm of your hand 
and eternity in an hour. 

~ William Blake 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     The Beatitudes praise the poor in spirit. One characteristic 
of those who are poor in spirit is their ability to ask for help; 
they know when others can provide what they lack. Today’s 
readings encourage us to practice poverty in spirit by asking 
God for what we need. What could be more natural than to ask 
God for good things? God is, after all, the inventor of goodness 
and the giver of all good things. 
     Asking God for help puts us in conversation with God. 
These conversations take many forms. The reading from Gene-
sis shows Abraham bantering with God like a skilled negotia-
tor, while Saint Paul’s letter to the Colossians praises God for 
answering us even when we don’t deserve it. In Saint Luke’s 
Gospel, Jesus not only gives us words to use in our conversa-
tions with God (the Our Father), but also promises that God 
always listens to our prayers. 

Unless We Become Like Children 
     Elsewhere in Luke’s Gospel Jesus tells us we must become 
like children to enter the kingdom of God. Today’s Gospel 
gives us a practical example of how to become childlike: ask 
questions, and expect answers. We need to ask as many ques-
tions as the neediest, most inquisitive children we know. More-
over, like babies, we need to expect to be cared for. Jesus mod-
els this for us, going so far as to let us call God our own Father. 
The Our Father prayer that Jesus teaches us asks God for many 
things: a divine plan for our world, daily sustenance, for-
giveness, help, and protection. Jesus invites us to ask for these 
things over and over again. He promises that God will always 
listen and honor our prayers. 
     Of course, sometimes babies and children ask for things that 
aren’t in their best interest, like a third candy bar or a real 
sword. Like children, we can expect to feel disappointed from 
time to time when it seems that God has refused to answer our 
prayers. In those moments, we can remember, like Abraham, 
that we are but “dust and ashes.” We can be confident that the 
“judge of all the world” will act with justice for the good of 
humanity. 

Mercy Shock 
     It’s true that God always answers our prayers, and some-
times in good and grand ways we don’t expect. It’s also true 
that God answers prayers we’ve never uttered. God gives us 
things we don’t even know to ask for. Saint Paul meditates on 
the very best gift God ever offered us: salvation. Jesus suffered, 
died for us, and rose from the dead, and we had no idea what he 
was doing. Without our realizing it, our own sinful debt was 
bought and paid for by Jesus. That’s the shocking thing about 
mercy: God offers it even when we don’t know we need it. God 
works for our good even if we never say thank you. Sharing in 
the Eucharist today is the very best way to thank God now. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Be Careful What You Ask For 
     Jesus talks about praying for whatever we need with faith 
and confidence, but he ends by asking, “How much more will 
the Father . . . give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him?” (Luke 1:13). Is he saying there are limits to what we can 
ask for? 
      “Be careful what you ask for,” the saying warns. Just be-
cause we want something doesn’t mean it will be good for us. 
Remember the Indiana Jones movies? The artifact that the bad 
guys were seeking usually turned out to be lethal. But if we 
have enough faith to pray for something, we probably would not 
pray for anything evil. So what is Jesus really saying?  He is 
giving us two lessons about prayer. 
     First, he assures us that God does hear our prayers and an-
swers them. Many people take “ask and you shall receive” so 
literally that they expect God to do their bidding no matter what 
they want. Prayers, however, are not a magical ritual that some-
how forces God to do our will. God is free to do what is best for 
us, free to answer some prayers with a no when what we seek is 
against God’s will. So maybe our first prayer should be to ask 
God to show us what we really need. 
     That leads us to the second lesson: prayer changes us, not 
God. If we truly pray as Jesus prayed, we would ask for what 
we need, adding, “Not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 
26:39). If we pray humbly and are open to what God wills for 
us, we will begin to see that what we really need most is actual-
ly God.  It’s not easy to change our minds about what we want 
or need. To change our desires from selfish to holy takes a lot of 
power, the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was raised from the 
dead by that power and we will be, too (Romans 8:11). Mary 
conceived by the power of the Spirit (Matthew 1:18). The bread 
and wine of the Eucharist become the Body and Blood of Christ 
by the Spirit’s power. So when Jesus promises that the Father 
will give the Spirit to us for the asking, the Spirit is both the 
source of and the answer to our prayers. Let us ask the Spirit to 
empower us to desire and pray for what we really need. 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



JULY 27, 2025 

Mercy 
To see the world in a grain of sand 
and a heaven in a wildflower, 
hold infinity in the palm of your hand 
and eternity in an hour.                                               

 ~ William Blake 

Challenging God 
     Ancient Judaism held in highest regard those figures in its 
tradition who were willing to challenge God. This was particu-
larly characteristic of the two patriarchs most highly esteemed, 
Abraham and Moses. This boldness in addressing God is pre-
sent in today’s story from Genesis, when Abraham attempts to 
save the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. This resonates with the 
Gospel passage—the Lord’s Prayer—since it was truly bold of 
Jesus to address the Lord God as “Abba.” Our familiarity with 
this prayer most likely makes us unaware of this. 
     The boldness of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus in addressing 
God is an expression of a deep, intimate relationship. We tend 
to argue most heatedly with and speak most tenderly to those 
whom we love the most. This very human trait is what gener-
ates the wide variety of emotions expressed toward God 
throughout the psalms. Hopefully our own relationship with 
God is intimate enough that we don’t only come asking for fa-
vors or with heads bowed meekly, but also ready to question 
and argue, to praise joyfully, and to embrace our relationship 
with God lovingly. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     Prayer has always been part of the Christian heritage. The 
book of Psalms long ago became the prayer book of the church, 
along with some hymns and canticles from other books of the 
Bible, both Old and New Testaments. Among the most beauti-
ful prayers we have are the Magnificat of Mary, the Benedictus 
of Zechariah, and the Nunc Dimittis of Simeon, all in the Gos-
pel of Luke (Luke 1:46–55; 1:68–79; 2:29–32).  
     Most importantly, Jesus prayed. Think about that for a mo-
ment. Jesus, the Son of God, the Word made flesh, the only 
begotten Son, prayed. We know that he went off by himself to 
pray. He did this before some of the most important moments in 
his ministry, like before he chose those who would be with him. 
But it is safe to assume that he did it as a habit. 
     So when one of the disciples asked him to teach them to 
pray and Jesus responded with the Our Father, it deserves our 
attention. This prayer reveals the heart of Jesus, and tells us 
how we should speak to the Father. The prayer has two parts: 
blessing the Father and calling for his presence in the world, 
then turning to God for our basic needs of food, forgiveness, 
and fidelity. 
     The parables that follow call us to persevere and persist in 
prayer because God is a Father who will give us his life-blood, 
in this case, the Holy Spirit, to all who ask. Continue to knock, 
continue to ask. God will respond. 

~ James A. Wallace, . . .  
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Deception 
     Indeed, it is not in human nature to deceive others for any 
long time, without in a measure deceiving ourselves, too. 

~ John Henry Newman 

Spiritual Progress 
     Let each one remember that we will make progress in all 
spiritual things only insofar as we rid ourselves of self-love, self
-will, and self-interest. 

~ St. Ignatius of Loyola 



Seveneenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

July 27, 2025 

The Mark of the Maker 
     If things created are so full of loveliness, how resplendent 
must be the One who made them! The wisdom of the Worker is 
apparent in such handiwork.                                

~ St. Anthony of Padua Living God’s Word 
     Pray Luke’s version of the Our Father, then pray Matthew’s 
version (Matthew 6:9–13). Linger over each phrase as you say 
them. Take one of these phrases with you throughout the day 
and repeat it when you have a chance, like a mantra. Let it dwell 
in your heart. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now 
     Is your prayer too formal? Do you have difficulty with the 
idea of God as Father? Try talking to “Abba” as your closest 
friend. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

Keep Praying 
     St. Monica, whose feast we celebrate in August, is often 
known as “the persistent mother.” She watched her oldest son, 
Augustine, turn his back on his Christian faith.  
     Monica was exasperated. For years she gave up talking di-
rectly to her son on the advice of a local bishop, who told her 
that it was better to talk to God about Augustine then to Augus-
tine about God. 
     The mother never gave up praying for her son. Eventually 
Augustine gave up his wild ways, was baptized, and later or-
dained and named bishop of Hippo. St. Augustine went on to 
become one of the Church’s greatest scholars. 
     Today’s readings address the importance of persistent pray-
er. Abraham, in spite of trepidation that he is bothering the 
Lord, continues to ask about the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Jesus, in Luke’s Gospel, tells his disciples to “ask and you will 
receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Luke 11:9). This is our charge: keep praying. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

     Sometimes when bishops are consecrated, they are not given 
the care of a diocese as an “ordinary.” A very old tradition, 
however, assures that they are invested with a “See,” a link 
with a local church. Many hundreds of places around the world 
were dioceses at one time, but are no longer. In England, for 
example, some of the historic dioceses such as London, Salis-
bury, and Manchester ceased to be Catholic at the Reformation 
and their cathedrals passed to the Church of England. The 
reestablishment of the Catholic Church in the nineteenth centu-
ry meant that new dioceses had to be created, such as at Liver-
pool and Westminster. Similarly, in Scandinavia the ancient 
Catholic dioceses vanished under Lutheranism. In North Africa, 
tiny dioceses disappeared under the sands or were swept away 
by Islam. 
     In the United States, some original dioceses never really 
developed as population centers, such as the old dioceses of 
Bardstown, Vincennes, Sault Ste. Marie, or Walla Walla. The 
tradition of “titular sees” assures that the ancient churches are 
always held in prayer, as the bishop celebrates Mass in its 
memory a few times a year. 

~ James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co 

Bargaining With God 
     In the first reading from Genesis today, we hear one of the 
most protracted deal-making scenes between a human and God 
in all of the Bible. It was this sort of courageous standing toe-to
-toe with the Almighty that helped earn Abraham the reputation 
of being a fearlessly faithful man, one who lived his end of the 
covenant and, in deep, trusting faith, would call upon the Lord 
to live up to the other end. Other ancient religions had accounts 
of mortals bartering with the divine, but for a mere man to whit-
tle down the divinity’s requirements, to stay the wrathful hand 
of the heavens for the sake of a handful of the innocent, was 
new and remarkable. Abraham began the trajectory that would 
find a pinnacle in Christ on the cross, where his own “faith in 
the power of God” (Colossians 2:12) would lead him not to care 
how many innocent there were, but to offer himself as a sacri-
fice so that all might be forgiven their transgressions and al-
lowed to live in life eternal. 
 

Striking a Scary Deal 
     In teaching his disciples how to pray, Jesus gives them the 
benefit of the doubt: “Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves for-
give everyone in debt to us” (Luke 11:4). It is not too difficult 
to imagine Jesus looking around at his followers rather pointed-
ly as he says this, eyebrows arched, perhaps emphasizing the 
word “everyone” as he spoke. This, when truly prayed, is a 
scary invitation (or challenge) to God: forgive us in the same 
way and to the same degree that we forgive others. Perhaps we 
count on the Almighty to live up to the forgiveness end of the 
bargain even when we fail to; we, therefore, don’t really seem 
to believe the fact that God can reserve the right to say “OK” to 
this invitation at any time, and make us bear the consequences. 
A good barometer of whether or not we’re truly sincere in our 
invitation might be whether or not we break out in a cold sweat 
when we pray it. Can we always count on God to be merciful 
and forgiving? Yes. Can we always count on God to honor eve-
ry agreement God enters into? Again, yes. 
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USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
Celia & Paul Gravador 

 

 

 

  

Sto. Niño 
Devotion 

(every Friday 
after the 

12:10 p.m. Mass) 

Judy Labaria 
Alma Raymundo 

Cathy Bohol 
Sheila Montemayor 

Anonymous 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Devotion 
(every Tuesday 

after the 
12:10 Mass) 

Raya & Gamboa 
Families 

Saint 
Joseph 

 
Feast Day 
March 19 

Xenia Villamejor 

San  Lorenzo Ruiz          
First                

Filipino Saint      
(Sep 28) 

Fe Macatangay  
Jeanette Chafe 

John & Gemma O’Donnell 
Evelyn Grande 
Mely Saavedra 

OUR  
LADY 

OF   
FATIMA 

 

Pray the     
rosary 

Sacred 
Heart 

 
First Friday   

Schedule 
 

4pm Holy Hour 
5:15 Mass 



 

 

  

 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

St. Pedro Calungsod 
2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 

Elena Ramoran 

Romeo & Antonina Real 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan 
Vida Ventura 

Nenette Murata 

Wishing Well 
Pelar Sabucdalao 
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Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 
 
 

Feast Day 
December 12 


