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October 26, 2025 - Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not rest until it reaches its goal,
nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds. ~ Sirach 35:17-18a




October 26, 2025 ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C
Sir 35:12-14,16-18; Ps 34:2-3,17-19,23; 2 Tm 4:6-8,16-18; Lk 18:9-14

Humility is the recognition that no matter what our accomplishments, we still stand in need of the Lord (3). God hears the cry of
the poor (Ps) and the oppressed, especially those who acknowledge their dependency upon him (1). Having heard Paul’s cries for

help, the Lord crowned him with eternal salvation (2).

Made Right Before God

Although the opening lines of today’s first reading claim that
the Lord “knows no favorites” (Sirach 35:15) and is “not undu-
ly partial toward the weak” (35:16), the remainder of the pas-
sage makes it clear that the Lord does indeed pay special atten-
tion to the weak, the oppressed, and the orphans and widows.
The psalmist reiterates: “The Lord hears the cry of the
poor” (see Psalm 34:18). In the Gospel, Jesus claims that a tax
collector is more justified in his prayer for mercy than the Phar-
isee, whose prayer was an account of his own righteous deeds.
Jesus’ point could not have been clearer: tax collectors in the
Jewish society of Jesus’ day were not just lowly; they were con-
sidered outcasts and cheaters. They collected taxes for the hated
Romans and almost certainly collected enough to assure a gen-
erous income for themselves. Tax collectors were among socie-
ty’s outcasts; didn’t this one just admit his own sinfulness?
How could a tax collector be “justified” (that is, made right)
before God, while the Pharisee was not? Why would God even
listen to the prayer of a tax collector? This surely was a sur-

prise, upsetting common assumptions about righteousness.
Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition

Every week, some treasures from our tradition are shared
here. Where does all this history come from? The history of
God’s people of prayer is always coming to light, mostly be-
cause scholars have dedicated their lives to research. They
translate and ponder prayers and songs; explore the places used
for worship; look at the vessels, books, and vestments; and read
works from legal documents to letters and diaries. In the 1930s,
Hitler’s rush to arm Germany closed seminaries as priests and
seminarians alike were drafted into service.

One professor, Father Josef Jungman, forced from his class-
room, spent the war years in an Austrian library. His careful
work disclosed much of what we know of the history of the
Mass. His great work, The Mass of the Roman Rite, describes
the evolution of Eucharistic celebration and inspired genera-
tions of scholars to explore a tradition surprisingly rich and var-
ied. It was said of him that he had a command of the past that
cast new light on the present, and opened up a clear direction to
the future. His contributions to the Second Vatican Council
helped shape the way that we worship today. At the end of his
life, in 1975, his studies completed, he told a friend that he was
waiting patiently for the Lord’s knock at the door to take him to

the heavenly banquet.
~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Patrician Meeting

Join us this Sunday for the monthly Patrician Meeting, a
Catholic discussion group sponsored by the Legion of Mary.
This month’s topic is...

The Importance of the Rosary
Speaker ~ Fe Barcelona
Date ~ Sunday, October 26, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.
McKenna Hall

Join us for a lively discussion and share your thoughts and

experiences with other Catholics just like you.

Help Wanted

We’re looking for skilled tradesper-
sons (electricians, plumbers, carpenters,
etc.) who would be willing to volunteer
their time for various repairs around the
church, office, and rectory. Please con-

tact the parish office if you’re interested. Thank you!!

All Saints

Saturday, November 1%, All Saints, is not a Holy Day of
Obligation this year.

Living God’s Word

We pray that God will give us the grace of humility when
we pray, the ability to recognize who God is and who we are, to
trust that God will give us what we most need, to be thankful

for what we have received more than what we have achieved.
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

AAA Update
(as of 14 October 2025)

Daylight Saving Time Ends

T Daylight Saving Time ends next weekend. Don’t
o &,‘2 forget to set your clocks back one hour before you
. ] go to sleep on Saturday night, so you’ll be on time
for Mass next Sunday.

Happy Birthday!!
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners
celebrating a birthday this week.

Please Pray for Pope Francis’ Intention for October

Pope’s Intention: For collaboration between different religious traditions. Let us pray
that believers in different religious traditions might work together to defend and promote

peace, justice, and human fraternity.




Prayer of the Week

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Almighty ever-living God,

increase our faith, hope and charity,

and make us love what you command,

so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How would I change if my faith, hope, and charity were to
increase? How would I behave differently?

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Saints & Special Observances
TUESDAY: FEAST ~
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES
SATURDAY: SOLEMNITY ~ ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY: THE COMMEMORATION OF
ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS)

Are You Someone or
Do You Know Someone Who...

e ..has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?
e .. .has a child over the age of seven who has not been bap-
tized?

e ..was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated
the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is an
opportunity for you to come together in a small group to learn
more about the Catholic faith. Sessions focus on the teachings
and experience of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during
the Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the pro-
cess with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a
warm accepting setting. For information please contact the par-
ish office during normal business hours.

Readings for the Week

Monday: Rom 8:12-17; Lk 13:22-30
TUESDAY: Eph 2:19-22; Lk 6:12-16
Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Lk 13:22-30
Thursday: Rom 8:31b-39; Lk 13:31-35
Friday: Rom 8:9:1-5; Lk 14:1-6
SATURDAY: Rv 7:2-4,9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a
Saturday:
SUNDAY: THE COMMEMORATION OF
ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS)
Wis 11:22-12:2; Ps 145:1-2,8-11,13-14; 2 Thes 1:11-2:2
Lk 19:1-10

Today’s Readings
First Reading — The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the or-
phan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint
(Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18).
Psalm — The Lord hears the cry of the poor (Psalm 34).
Second Reading — The Lord will rescue me from every threat
(2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18).
Gospel — All who exalt themselves will be humbled; all who
humble themselves will be exalted (Luke 18:9-14).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Breaking Bread Missal 2026

On November 30th, the First Sun-
day of Advent, we will replace our
2025 Breaking Bread Missals with the
new 2026 edition. We would be
grateful if you could share a gift in
any amount, no matter how small. All
donations are greatly appreciated. To
contribute, simply fill out the form
available at the back of the church and
return it by November 9th. You can
drop it in the collection basket, bring
it to the parish office, or leave it at the
gift shop at the back of the church.
Thank you for your continued support

and generosity!

Beware of Scams

Please be informed that no priest from St. Patrick will ever ask
for gift cards, checks, or any form of personal financial assis-
tance. Be aware that scammers may use our email addresses or
impersonate our clergy in an attempt to deceive you. If you
receive any suspicious messages requesting money or personal
information, do not respond and report immediately. Your safe-
ty and security are our priority. Thank you for your vigilance.

October is Mother Mary’s Month

The Rosary will be recited every day
during the month of October. Everyone
is encouraged to join. On Sunday, Oc-
tober 26™, everyone is also encouraged
to join the Living Rosary at 3:00 p.m.
in the church. Come and recite one of
the Hail Marys or Our Fathers in the
language of your choice. Let us pray, as
a faith community, as Mary has asked
us, so we can have peace in our lives.

Never will anyone who says his Ro-

sary every day be led astray. This is a statement that | would
gladly sign with my blood. ~ St. Louis de Montfort

The Holy Rosary is not just a conglomeration of our Fathers
and Hail Marys, But on the contrary it is a Divine Summary of
the Mysteries of the Life, Passion, Death, and Glory of Jesus
and Mary. ~ St. Louis de Montfort

After the Divine Office and the Holy Mass, no homage is as
agreeable to Jesus and His Divine Mother as the fervent prayer
of the Holy Rosary, since the work of salvation began with the
Angelic Salutation (Hail Mary) the Salvation of each one of us
in particular is attached to this prayer. ~ St. Dominic




Mass Intentions for Oct 26 - Nov 01

Date Time Intention
7:30 a.m. | BD Gladys Ann Delos Santos
Sunda 9:30 a.m. ] Sl For The Parishioners Of St. Patrick Church
26 y 12:00 p.m. | BD Stephen Sun
5:15 p.m. | Sl Lilian Gomez
7:30 a.m. | Sl Josefa Gonzales
Monday [ 12:10 p.m. |  Lourdes Villanueva
21 5:15 p.m. | SI Therese Guintu
7:30 a.m. | Sl Alvin Gonzalez
Tuesday  f§12:10 p.m. | SI Ina Howard
28 5:15p.m. |t Ponciano & Marlene Icatar
7:30 a.m. | TG Cecilia Abaoag
Wednesday [ 12:10 p.m. | SI Georgina Jose
29 5:15 p.m. | BD Jacqueline Beck
7:30 a.m. |t Marilyn Sumulong
Thursday £ 12:10 p.m. | SI Agnes Kumi
30 5:15 p.m. | Sl Judy Neri Labaria
. 7:30 a.m. | BD Luisa Jereza
Friday 12:10 p.m. | t Amancio Sun
3l 5:15 p.m. |t Angel Boy Damian
7:30 a.m. |t Aniceto & Ignacia Macatangay
Saturday  §12:10 p.m. | + Damian Regaspi,Sr.
0l 5:15 p.m. |t Remedios Balmes Merida
Parish Schedule
Parish Office Hours
Monday through Friday

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory)
(appointments are preferred)
Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass

Sto. Nifio Devotion
Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass

Sacred Heart
First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m.

Communion in the Home

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information.

Keep Standing

We will lie down for such a long time after death that it is
worthwhile to keep standing while we are alive. Let us work

now; one day we shall rest.
~ St. Agostina Pietrantoni

St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors

You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one.
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a mini-
mum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and financial
information are safe with us. And we recommend that you use
your credit card for an easier and faster transaction.

Thank you for your generosity and support.
For more information,
email us at information@stpatricksf.org
or call us at 415-421-3730
We have 93 Lifetime Donors as of 14 August 2025

Relevant Radio

Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers.




Meeting - Sunday at 1:30 p.m. in Bitanga Hall

developed by prayer and active co-operation in Mary's and the
Church’s works.

Legion of Mary’s Unit

The unit of a Legion of Mary is called a praesidium, which holds a
weekly meeting where  prayer is intermingled with reports and
discussions. Persons who wish to join the Legion

must apply for membership in a praesidium.

Legion of Mary’s Active Works

The Legion sees as its priority the spiritual and social welfare of
everyone. The members participate in the life of the parish through
visitation of families, the sick, both in homes

and hospitals and through collaboration in every apostolate and
missionary undertakings

sponsored by the parish. The works are more of spiritual works of
mercy.

Legion of Mary’s Active Membership

This membership is open to all faithfully practicing Catholics. Members
attend weekly meetings and engage in prayers and active works.
Candidates under 18 years of age can be received in a Junior
Praesidium.

Never Abandoned

Lord, I do not ask that I never be afflicted, but only that you

never abandon me in affliction.
~ St. Bernadette Soubirous

Heartfelt Judgment

When you meet someone, you judge them by their clothes;

when you leave them, you judge them by their heart.
~ Russian proverb

Business

Perpetual devotion to what a man calls his business is only to
be sustained by perpetual neglect of many other things

~ Robert Louis Stevenson

Haven

There are places and moments in which one is so completely

alone that one sees the world entire.
~ Jules Renard

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 26, 2025
The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds;
it does not rest until it reaches its goal,
nor will it withdraw
till the Most High responds.

~ Sirach 35:17-18a




The Little Ones Jim Burrows

How CAN GOD FIND

ME \F | CAN'T

ADMIT | AM LOST?
t\ »

“The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself,
} ‘0 God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity —
i| greedy, dishonest, adulterous — or even like this tax collector.”” Lk 18:11

'‘Sometimes | feel Jesus' biggest miracle was that he
got around everywhere without using a car!"




Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Although the opening lines of today’s first reading claim
that the Lord “knows no favorites” (Sirach 35:15) and is “not
unduly partial toward the weak™ (35:16), the remainder of the
passage makes it clear that the Lord does indeed pay special
attention to the weak, the oppressed, and the orphans and wid-
ows. The psalmist reiterates: “The Lord hears the cry of the
poor” (see Psalm 34:18). In the Gospel, Jesus claims that a tax
collector is more justified in his prayer for mercy than the Phar-
isee, whose prayer was an account of his own righteous deeds.
Jesus’ point could not have been clearer: tax collectors in the
Jewish society of Jesus’ day were not just lowly; they were
considered outcasts and cheaters. They collected taxes for the
hated Romans and almost certainly collected enough to assure a
generous income for themselves.

“The Prayer of the Lowly
Pierces the Clouds”

When Jesus was teaching or preaching, he would regularly
upset assumptions about how the world works, especially the
world of religious observances. Moreover, just when we think
we’ve figured this out, we get caught off guard yet again—
disorientation layered over surprise.

The Pharisees of Jesus’s day emphasized the observance of
Mosaic Law in everyday life, providing a path of righteousness
for people unable to attend temple sacrifices. However, some of
them also took pride in their own observances, looking down
on others and becoming self-righteous. Jesus addressed this
parable them, to “those who were convinced of their own right-
eousness and despised everyone else,” like tax collectors. But
didn’t they have a point? Tax collectors were among society’s
outcasts; didn’t this one just admit his own sinfulness? How
could a tax collector be “justified” (that is, made right) before
God, while the Pharisee was not? Why would God even listen
to the prayer of a tax collector? This surely was a surprise, up-
setting common assumptions about righteousness.

But Who Are the “Lowly”?

There is another layer of assumptions that gets exposed
here: tax collectors could hardly be considered “lowly.” Wid-
ows, orphans, those who suffer—these are truly lowly ones for
whom the Law commands kindness, and obviously God hears
their prayers. But tax collectors? They collected revenue for the
pagan Romans; they were outcasts, objects of scorn. How could
they be considered among the “lowly”? For that matter—what
is a tax collector doing in the temple anyway?

Here the parable might be more than surprising; it might
even be disorienting. What if the people we cannot imagine
being justified before God, embraced by God’s mercy, are the
ones whom God sees as lowly? What if the parable challenges
us to question whether we ourselves unconsciously categorize
people as either “worthy” or “unworthy,” either “like us” or
“one of them™? What if we took seriously the idea that God’s

love is for “them” just as much as it is for “us”?
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Relationship With God

Today’s readings invite us into prayer, into relationship with
God. Because relationships feel more natural when we know
one another well, Sirach encourages us to know God better. In
his wisdom, Sirach tells us what God is like: fair, open-minded,
compassionate, and attentive. “The Lord will not delay,” he
says. Knowing that God’s help comes right on time, whenever
we need it, calms our hearts and helps us trust the Lord. In his
second Letter to Timothy, Saint Paul demonstrates his own trust
in God. Despite the grueling struggles Saint Paul has faced be-
cause of his Christian faith, he praises the Lord for rescuing him
time and again. Today’s Gospel draws us close to Jesus too,
revealing his special love for the poor and humble. As Jesus
tells his parable about the prayer habits of a Pharisee and a tax

collector, our hearts long to become as gentle as Christ’s.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition

Saturday’s Solemnity of All Saints and Sunday’s Commem-
oration of All the Faithful Departed fit well at the beginning of
November. The liturgical readings of this final month in the
Church year are keyed to the end of time and the fulfillment of
Jesus’ saving acts. Nowhere is this more fully celebrated than in
Mexico, where November 2 is the “Day of the Dead.” Mission-
aries moved an ancient Aztec festival from midsummer to No-
vember, linking the festival to Christian themes. Today, it is a
time for remembering the dead and celebrating the continuity of
life, principally by festive picnics in cemeteries. There are spe-
cial foods and games, and people socialize with other families
and tell favorite stories about their dear ones. The sweetness of
life is honored by sugary desserts and treats. Flowers, music,
lights, and feasting assure that the day is not at all morbid. Tra-
ditionally, the day begins with Mass, a procession to the ceme-
tery, and a morning feast. Most families have a special dinner
with the pan de muerto, or “bread of the dead.” A toy skeleton
is baked into the loaf, and the one who bites into it is considered
lucky indeed. The dead are not feared, but deeply loved, and
this joyful family feast points both to age-old customs and Res-
urrection faith.

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Living Stewardship Now

Choose an organization that works to alleviate suffering and
poverty around the world, such as Catholic Relief Services.

Make a pledge of support and send in a regular donation.
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Always Faithful

Whether you like it or not, you will always grow apart from

human beings. Christ is faithful and always with you.
~ St. John of God




No Comparisons

How many times have we read or heard about someone
who’s gotten into trouble—maybe even fired from a job—
because of a brush with the law? While our “Christian” minds
tell us to be sorry and even pray for the person, a little voice
inside our heads may also be saying, “I’'m glad I would never
do anything like that.”

And perhaps we wouldn’t. But are there some things we do
that are still not pleasing in God’s eyes? Today’s readings cau-
tion us not to look so intently at someone else’s wrongdoing
that we overlook our own weaknesses and shortcomings. When
we measure ourselves against the worst people we can think of,
we come out looking pretty good. There is a danger, however,
in using someone else’s behavior as a way of reflecting our own

goodness.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition

Imagine the frustration of bishops who work strenuously
over their ad limina reports, directing study committees, assem-
bling data, honing the texts, traveling to Rome “to the thresh-
old,” only to have it all collapse into a fifteen-minute group
meeting with the pope. More than a few have grumbled at the
weight of this “treasure” from our tradition, yet from the pope’s
vantage point, they are essential to his ministry.

Pope John Paul II recalled his own experience as the Bishop
of Krakow, visiting with Pope Paul VI in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. The memory of those individual visits caused him
to strengthen the format, assuring each of the world’s 2,744
bishops a privileged fifteen private minutes with the pope every
five years. If you wonder what the pope does all day, the
thought of dealing with five hundred bishops a year and reading
their detailed reports on diocesan life should help fill up the
calendar. Pope John Paul II used to say that he approached each
individual meeting with the personal goal of learning something
new about the Church, and his lively interest made the visits
immensely worthwhile. The content of the private meetings
remains under a privilege of secrecy, or as Cardinal Theodore
MccCarrick once said, “You’re only supposed to quote the pope

if he tells a joke.”
Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints Jude and Simon, Apostles
October 28

Saint Jude, apostle and . . . Hollywood
success story? Indeed! Beyond Simon’s
being a “ Zealot” for Israel’s liberation
and Jude’s question about Jesus revealing
himself (John 14:22), no historic facts are
known about either saint. But Saint
Jude’s well-known patronage of “lost
; causes” and “hopeless cases” is largely
due to a desperate vow made just before World War II by a
struggling entertainer, the son of Arab-American immigrants,
Danny Thomas. Unemployed, his wife about to give birth, Dan-
ny, attending Mass, impulsively donated his last $7.00 to the
collection, promising: “Saint Jude, if you help me find my way
in life, I will build a shrine in your honor!” Older Americans
remember well Danny’s long, successful movie and television
career. Grateful parents worldwide know the miracles that have
taken place for fifty years at his Saint Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, where needy children are cared for regardless of race,
religion, or financial resources, and monumental advances con-
tinue in healing and preventing pediatric cancers and cata-
strophic childhood diseases. A living, life-giving partnership is

this “Communion of Saints”: Simon, Jude, Danny Thomas—us!
~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

God’s Logic is Not Ours

Nobody will ever mistake the Bible for a logic textbook. We
need to remember this when we approach today’s readings.
How can a God who knows no favorites have a chosen people,
or give us the disciplines of fasting and almsgiving and then
instruct us not to talk about them? God, in love and tenderness,
knows how quickly we can get “into a rut.” The Spirit inspires
passages like the instruction from Sirach and the parable in
Luke to help drag us out of the rut of thinking that God’s ways
are our ways.

Sirach poetically uses contrast to answer the question,
“Whose prayer will reach the lofty clouds of heaven?” The an-
swer? Those who are lowly on earth. Jesus amplifies this in his
parable of the Pharisee and the publican. It is Spirit-inspired
illogic that communicates today’s message: God hears the voic-

es of those who are ignored by the rest of the world.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Reflecting on God’s Word

It’s not that the Pharisee’s prayer is a bad prayer. It starts out
well: “O God, I thank you . . .” Gratitude is good. But then it
gets into boasting: “I am not like the rest of humanity . . . I fast .
.. I pay tithes” (Luke 18:11, 12). It’s a Little Jack Horner pray-
er. Remember the old nursery rhyme that ends with Jack saying,
“What a good boy am I!”? The Pharisee’s prayer is all about
him and what he does, all the while gauging the distance be-
tween himself and the rest of humankind.

In contrast, the tax collector “stood off at a distance” with
bowed head, beating his breast and saying, “O God, be merciful
to me a sinner” (18:13). He knows who he is and who God is
and what God alone can do for him. No repetitive “I,” no swell-
ing ego there, just a repentant figure, one who asks to receive
what only God can give—mercy.

Jesus tells this story “to those who were convinced of their
own righteousness and despised everyone else” (18:9). How do
we hear it? It acknowledges God who makes us “just,” that is,
who helps us to be in proper relationship with God, with each
other, and with all creation.

Sirach reminds us that our just God hears the cry of the op-
pressed, the wail of the orphan, the complaint of the widow, the
petition of those who serve God willingly, and the prayer of the
lowly. These folks allow room for God to enter their minds and
hearts, and then all kinds of things can begin to happen, both

within and all around them.
~ James A. Wallace, c.ss.r.
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.




Blind Justice

A statue of Blind Justice stands atop many courts of law in
the United States. She wears a blindfold and holds the scales of
justice. She represents the ideal expressed in today’s reading
from Sirach—that each person will be treated equally in the
eyes of the law and that judges will “[judge] justly and [affirm]
the right” (Sirach 35:18) based solely on the justness of each
plaintiff’s case.

Yet we know that the wealthy can buy very good lawyers,
giving them an edge in the courtroom. We know that blacks far
outnumber whites on death row. We also know that high-profile
defendants are often tried and convicted by the media before
the judge and jury ever enter the court. However careful, no
human judge or human justice system can be completely blind
to factors such as race, wealth, religion, gender, age, or back-

ground.
The Mercy of the Court

In comparison, today’s scriptures depict God as “the just
judge” who offers every person an equal measure of justice.
Like the Pharisee in today’s Gospel, we must be careful not to
overestimate our own worthiness or to judge the unworthiness
of others. Like the apostle Paul, we must realize that, if we are
judged to be righteous in the courts of God, it will be based not
on our status as Christians, or on our good deeds, or on any
other factor by which we might exalt ourselves. Instead, it will
be solely because we asked for and relied on God’s mercy.

Sirach reminds us that God is swift to hear and respond to
every person who cries out for mercy, even those whom the
world despises as unworthy. “Those who [are] convinced of
their own righteousness and despise everyone else” (Luke 18:9)
would be well advised to humble themselves enough to beg for
mercy, or they may get a surprise on judgment day!

~ Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Wake-Up Call

I dreamt that I visited heaven and an angel was showing me
around. In a large workroom, filled with angels, my guide said,
“This is the Receiving section for all prayers and petitions to
God.” The angels were busily sorting messages from people all
over the world. We moved on. The angel said, “This is Ship-
ping, where graces and blessings are processed, packaged, and
sent.” Again, it was a very busy place. Finally, we stopped at
the door of a small room. Only one angel was sitting there, not
doing much. “This is the Acknowledgment section,” my guide
said. “Why is no work going on here?” I asked. The angel
sighed. “Sadly, after people receive their blessings, very few
send any acknowledgments. And think about this. If you have
food in a refrigerator, clothes to wear, a roof overhead, and a
place to sleep you are richer than 75 percent of the world. If you
have money in the bank and in your wallet, and spare change in
a dish, you are among the top 8 percent of the world’s wealthy.
If you contact people on a computer you are among 1 percent in
the world with that opportunity. If you woke up healthy this
morning, think of all those suffering the pains of sickness or
who will not survive this day. If you have never experienced
fear in battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of tor-
ture, or the pangs of starvation you are unlike seven hundred
million people in the world. If you can express your beliefs
without harassment, arrest, torture, or death you are freer than
three billion people in the world.” I woke up with a start and
said, “Thank you, Lord. I promise to share all my blessings

today.”
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved

The Tale of Jack O'Lantern

A Read-aloud Story from Catholic Update

Jack, the Irish say, grew up in a simple village where he
earned a reputation for cleverness as well as laziness. He ap-
plied his fine intelligence to wiggling out of any work that was
asked of him, preferring to lie under a solitary oak endlessly
whittling. In order to earn money to spend at the local pub, he
looked for an "easy shilling" from gambling, a pastime at which
he excelled. In his whole life he never made a single enemy,
never made a single friend and never performed a selfless act
for anyone.

One Halloween, as it happened, the time came for him to

die. When the devil arrived to take his soul, Jack was lazily
drinking at the pub and asked permission to finish his ale. The
devil agreed, and Jack thought fast. "If you really have any
power," he said slyly, "you could transform yourself into a shil-
ling."
The devil snorted at such child’s play and instantly changed
himself into a shilling. Jack grabbed the coin. He held it tight in
his hand, which bore a cross-shaped scar. The power of the
cross kept the devil imprisoned there, for everyone knows the
devil is powerless when faced with the cross. Jack would not let
the devil free until he granted him another year of life. Jack
figured that would be plenty of time to repent. The devil left
Jack at the pub.

The year rolled around to the next Halloween, but Jack never
got around to repenting. Again the devil appeared to claim his
soul, and again Jack bargained, this time challenging him to a
game of dice, an offer Satan could never resist, but a game that
Jack excelled at. The devil threw snake eyes - two ones - and
was about to haul him off, but Jack used a pair of dice he him-
self had whittled. When they landed as two threes, forming the
T-shape of a cross, once again the devil was powerless. Jack
bargained for more time to repent.

He kept thinking he’d get around to repentance later, at the
last possible minute. But the agreed-upon day arrived and death
took him by surprise. The devil hadn’t showed up and Jack
soon found out why not. Before he knew it Jack was in front of
the pearly gates. St. Peter shook his head sadly and could not
admit him, because in his whole life Jack had never performed
a single selfless act. Then Jack presented himself before the
gates of hell, but the devil was still seething. Satan refused to
have anything to do with him.

“Where can I go?" cried Jack. "How can I see in the dark-
ness?" The devil tossed a burning coal into a hollow pumpkin
and ordered him to wander forever with only the pumpkin to
light his path. From that day to this he has been called "Jack o’

the Lantern." Sometimes he appears on Halloween!
An AmericanCatholic.org Web Site
from the Franciscans and St. Anthony Messenger Press
Copyright © 1996-2003
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Land package with domestic airfare:

USS$ 2,918

US$ 4,276

Based on
Single Cccupancy

US$ 3,322

Bosed on
Doublef Twin Occupancy

Bozed on
Triple Occupancy

International Airfare via Eva Air starts at
US$ 1,100 per person. Rates subject to change.

-

Tnur Package Highlights:

Twa [2) nights accommodation at Seda Ayaba Center,
Cabu City

Twa [2) nights accommodation ot Best Westarn vy Wall,
Fangloo, Bohol

Threae [3) nights occommodation in Seda Centria,
Cogayan de Oro City

= Twa (2) nights accammodation at The Orienal, Legaepi City

o (1) night occommadation at Summét Hotel Noga

= one (1) night occommadation at villo Escudera,

Tiaong, Quezon

= one (1] night occommadation at Pico de Lora,
+ Hosugbu, Batangas

Twa (2} nights accammodation at Seda Manila Bay,
Paranagque City

= one (1) night occommadation at Quest Hotel Clark

All tours stated on the itinerary

All meals atated on the Ninarary

Travel insurance within the Philippines during the tour
English spaaking guides during the tours

*Terms and Conditions apply.
Wil www, rajahiouns. corm ph foer rmone infermation.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW!
Call or Text: 415.702.5694

Email: filipinoministrysfl@gmail.com
Visit: www.filipinoministrysf.org

0 Follow filipineministrysf on Facebook.

Ql.i‘lulu
Wicar Filipiros

Come with us on a meaningful journey to deepen our faith,
rediscover our vibrant religious and cultural heritage, and
experience the beauty of the Philippines!

PHILIPPINES PILGRIMAGE 2026
January 27 - February 11
16 DAYS 15 NIGHTS

Organized by: _Tour Operator:
SAN FRANCISCO () Tah Tours
Manila Office: inguiry@rajahtours.com.ph

Filipino Ministry
wearw filipinaministryst.ong,
email: filipinoministrysf@gmailcom

7 LOVE

-a,,," © THE PHILIPPINES

San Francisco Oice: L415.397.0303
estherbricnes @ hotmail.com
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LUZON - VISAYAS - MINDANAO

CEBU - BOHOL - CAGAYAN DE ORD - BICOL - QUEZON - MANILA
BATAMGAS - PANGASINAN - TARLAC - PAMPANGA

27 January | Arrival in Cebu

‘Walcoma recaption at the alrport by the

Drapartment of Towriem and Bajah Tours Philippines.

Transder to hotel and check=-in. Rest of the day free at leisura.
kass ot the hotel before dinnar.

‘Welcome dinner ot the hotel.

28 January | Simala Monastery and Minor Basillica de Sto. Nifio
Ereqkiast at the hotal,

Dapart lor a whobe day Cebu Tour, Vigit Simala Monastery of the Holy Eucharist.
Lunch ot a local restourant. Head back to Cebu City. Stop at the Archbishop
Taeofilo Comomot Shrine. Moss ot Minor Bosilico de 510, Nino da Cabu and than
visit Moge®ar's Cross, Haod to o kecol restaurant for dinnar than transter to hotal,

29 January | Travel from Cebu to Tagbilaran

Ereaklast af the hotal,

Head to Cebu Port Tor the your morning lerry o Tagbikaran.

Arriva in Bohol and meaet ond greet at Tagbilaran Port. Commance Bohol Countrysice
Tour, Procaad to Backayon Church for Moss, Aftar the Moss procaad to

Rivar Cruige Lunch at Lobos, after lunch continuee towr and visit Chocolate Hills

and the Tarsier Sanctuary. Head to your hotel and check in.

30 January | Free day

Breaklast at the hotal.

Free doy. Optional activites to be offered.

= Baolicosag Island Tour

= Food Todr

= Cada Rice Paddies and Can-Umantad Waterfalls
Kass ore Dinnar. Dinner at the resort.

31 January | Bohel - Cebu - Cagayan de Oro

Ergakfast at tha hatel.

Check out and procaad to the pler for farmy to the Cebu,

Arrive in Cebu and transler 1o Mocton Airport for rlght o Cogoyan de Oro.
Arrive in Cagayan de Oro and proceed o hotel and check in.

Frew timsa. Moss befora dininer.

Dinnar ot @ local restounant.

m F.In-un'z | Bukidnon Dd'{m

Braaklast at tha hotal. Transtar to hiloyan fdventure Park, Bukidnon

During this visit, the guests will experience Panampulol, a ritual of Manoba Triba.
Banog- dance will walcome the arriving guests and they will experience 8
diffarant stations of Manclo Fortich Cultura, W activitias available such s
Taokolote making. Bead making, Colfee Making, Binake wrapping & Tosting Conn
Grinding, Carn Panampulat Ritual, Language Learning. Lunch at
Ricardo's restaurant. After lunch proceed to the Abbey of Transfiguration for
Mass. Head bock to Cagayan de Oro in the ofternoon.

Dinnar ot the hotal,

02 February n de Oro C Tour
Breaklast at the hn:a?“va ity

Depart for Cogoyan de Oro City Touwr.

Wass ot 5t Au Matropolitan Cathedral, After kass, aed to
Coagayan De Oro City Museum, Museo de Ono and Ploza Divisorio.
Lunch ot Panagatan Seaside Restouwnant.

Alter lunch, pracead Lo Divine Marcy Sh”l‘rﬁ.

Head bock to the hotel. Free time.

Dinnar at the hotal.

03 Febru n de Oro - Legaspi (via Manila)
Pocked break :I! at n::l.u .pl

Chack cut and procasd to airport for your aarly flight to pi

Arriva in Legasgl and procesd to Al T, Highlights are Co a Ruing,
Burmlong ?g\n Daraga Church, Sasa Simeon for |IJI'|I3h. Tiwi Poi A

M. Mosarago Volcano Comp Site for spectoculor views of Mayon Voloano.
Altar the taur, pm-:aad ta your hotel for dinner and chack in.

Mass bafore dinner.

Dinnar at tha hatal,

04 February | Bicol tour options
Braaklast at the hotel

Tour options are:

= Donsol Eco Tour = Whale Shark interaction
s Culinary Tour

= Ticao Islond Ho

Heod bock o the X

Mass at 5t Gregory the Great Cathedral.
Dinner ot the hotal.

05 February | I.Iqﬂlpl = Naga
Braciklost at the hote

Chack cut and procead 1o Maoga City for Moss ot the Notional Shrine of Cor Lody of
Pafiafrancia. Lunch at o local restourant. Proceed to St John The Evangelist
Metropaliton Cathedral, Museo del Seminario Concilior de Hueva Coceres.

Aftar tha tour, procesd ko tha hotal ond check in. Dinner at tha hatal,

08 February | Naga - Quezon

Braciklost al the hotel. Check oul and procead 1o Quezon mplﬁg al town churches
along the way. Lunch at o local restaurant. Froceed to Eami n| Hesus Healing Church,
Mass ot Komay ni Hesus. Procesd to villa Escudaro ond chac

Barriz Fiesto themed dinnar ot Villo Escudens.

07 February | Quezon - Batangas

Breaklast at Villa Escudero.

Check cut and eed to Montemnaria Shrine in Botangos City.
lunch ot a local restourant, Procaad to Tool Harltaga Town,
Wzee ot Minor Bosilica of St Martin of Tours,

Proceed to Pico de Loro and check in Dinner ot the reson.

08 February | Pice de Loro - Manila via Tagayt

Braoikfost at the resort. Check out ond procead to T nfﬁw hr ulgltswlzau
Lunch ot Farmar's Tabla. Heod to Manilo after lunch. 55 at Manila Coth L
Dinnar ot Bestrado rastourant, INtromaanes.

08 February | Antipele - Manila

Breaidiast n:.!?u hotel pe

Frocesd to Antipots Cothedral for Moss. Lunch at Pinto Art Museum. Haod to Manilo
aftar lunch, Procesd to Quiops Church and Binondg Charch than 1o Bocloran Church.
Dinner ot the hotel

lﬂ Feb | Manaoag - Tarlac

ot at the hotel
f.-huck out and proceed to Manaoaog for Moss at the Minor Basilica of Our Lady of
Monaoog. Lunch at o locaol restaurant. Froceed to Monostario da Tarloc
Tor @ visi, Visit Death March Monument. Deport for Clark and chack in ot hotel
Farewell Dinmes at the hotel

11 February | Departure day

Breaifast at the hotel
Check out and procaad to airpart,



USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.uscch.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html















Sto. Nifio

PBlack

Devotion
(every Friday % ,
relre
after the . %t o
. east Day
12:10 p.m. Mass
P ) January 9
Judy Labaria . .
Alma Raymundo Rosie Drapiza
Cathy Bohol Lydia Cagampan
Sheila Montemayor Rene & Elsa Tuazon
Anonymous Celia & Paul Gravador
OurLac{y Qf San Lor_enzo Ruiz
Perpetual Hel Cirst
eTpetL _ P Filipino Saint
Devotion (Sep 28)
(every Tuesday
after the Eo Macat
. e Macatangay
12:10 Mass) Jeanette Chafe
John & Gemma O’Donnell
Raya & Gamboa Evelyn Grande
Families Mely Saavedra
Sacnt
Jooeppts St. Anne
Feast Day Feast Day
Mawch 19 July 26

Xenia Villamejor

Sacred
Heoanrt

First Friday
Schedule

4pm Holy Hour
5:15 Mass

OUR
LADY
OF
FATIMA

Pray the
rosary




St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group

Charismatic & Healing Mass:
Every 3" Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Feast Day
December 12

St. Pedro Calungsod
2" Filipino Saint (April 2)

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa
Family,
Romeo & Antonina Real Family,
Dan & Annie Lacap Family,

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan,
Vida Ventura,
Nenette Murata,
Cristin Salangsang




