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Mass Times
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m.
Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m 5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass _
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m.
Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m.
Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

August 24, 2025 - Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. Make straight paths for your feet,
that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed. ~ Hebrews 12:12-13




August 24, 2025 ~ Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C
s 66:18-21 ; Ps 117:1-2; Heb 12:5-7,11-13; Lk 13:22-30

No one is to be excluded from the kingdom for all peoples are called to proclaim the praises of the Lord and confess his holy
name. No ethnic or religious group possesses exclusive rights to the kingdom (1,Ps,3). Suffering and pain are part of the human con-

dition (2).

God’s People Gather

Our readings today remind us of the larger story of the Bible,
of God’s purposes and promises for the world. Because of hu-
manity’s rejection of God, as told in Genesis, human communi-
ties were first dispersed. Isaiah proclaims that one day God will
gather these communities to be healed and reconciled with God.
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus echoes Isaiah and teaches that all peo-
ples in God’s promised future “will recline at table in the king-
dom of God.” Notice that in Isaiah, the nations coming to God
do not lose their ethnicity or unique identity. They bring their
own distinct cultural gifts to God’s table. Each people has its
unique history with God, has received distinct blessings from
God, and each is accountable to God. Today, we live in a global
and multi-cultural Church. When God’s diverse peoples gather
in worship today, may we honor and celebrate each other’s gifts

and blessings.
Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition

Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Christians share a love for the
Byzantine liturgy because it is during the Eucharist that the
Church is most true to its identity, expresses its integrity, and
discovers its vocation. Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Christians
celebrate essentially the identical liturgy, with only very slight
variations. It is a fairly complex ritual weaving together three
separate layers of prayers: a liturgy prayed in the sanctuary by
priests, often hidden by a curtain or screen; a liturgy sung by the
assembly and led by a deacon in front of a screen formed of
painted icons; and a third layer of private prayer by the priest,
who prays in support of the deacon and the faithful. It is an eyes-
wide-open experience, gorgeous in visuals, and filled with the
sound of God’s people singing prayer. The energy of the worship
centers on the presence of Christ, largely through an awareness of
heaven touching earth when the Church gathers to celebrate.

In the late twentieth century, Latin Rite Catholics were en-
couraged to embrace a style of worship that was “full, con-
scious, and active,” a value that has never been lost in the East.
The liturgy has great impact in its beauty, in its poetry and con-
templation, and by the actions of bowing, signing with the
cross, and chanting that are required of the assembly. Contact
with the Eastern Church reveals some key values that have been

obscured in our own Church and are slowly being recovered.
~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Prayer of the Week

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful
to unite in a single purpose,

grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,

that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place
where true gladness is found.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How can I know what God commands?
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Patrician Meeting

Join us next Sunday for the monthly Patrician Meeting, a
Catholic discussion group sponsored by the Legion of Mary.
This month’s topic is...

The Virtues of Mary
Speaker ~ TBD
Date ~ Sunday, August 31, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.
McKenna Hall

Join us for a lively discussion and share your thoughts and

experiences with other Catholics just like you.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 24, 2025
Strengthen your drooping hands
and your weak knees.
Make straight paths for your feet,
that what is lame may not be disjointed
but healed.
~ Hebrews 12:12-13

AAA Update
(as of 13 August 2025)

Happy Birthday!!
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners
celebrating a birthday this week.

Please Pray for Pope Francis’ Intention for August

Pope’s Intention: For mutual coexistence. Let us pray that societies where coexistence
seems more difficult might not succumb to the temptation of confrontation for ethnic, po-
litical, religious, or ideological reasons.




Religious Education Classes

The staff and catechists of St. Patrick Church are dedicated
to helping your children grow in faith and be closer to God. As
parents, you are the primary educators of your children and are
their best teachers. Your children learn the most from the ex-
ample you set when you pray together and actively participate
in Mass and the sacraments as a family.

Our Religious Education Program is designed to assist you
in the faith formation of your children. Enroll your child after
all Masses every Sunday in August. First-time students must
provide a valid baptismal certificate. Classes begin on Satur-
day, September 6" and run through May. Class hours are from
9:45 - 11:00 a.m.

Saints & Special Observances

Monday: optional memorial ~ St. Louis
optional memorial ~ St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
Wednesday: Memorial ~ St. Monica
Thursday: Memorial ~
St. Augustine, Bishop, Doctor of the Church
Friday: Memorial ~ The Passion of St. John the Baptist
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Are You Someone or
Do You Know Someone Who...

e . .has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?

e ..has a child over the age of seven who has not been bap-
tized?

e ..was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist?

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is an
opportunity for you to come together in a small group to learn
more about the Catholic faith. Sessions focus on the teachings
and experience of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during
the Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the pro-
cess with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a
warm accepting setting. For information please contact the par-
ish office during normal business hours.

Readings for the Week

Monday: | Thes 1:1-5,8b-10; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8; Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Mt 23:27-32

Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Mk 6:17-29

Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Mt 25:1-13

Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Mt 25:14-30

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sir 3:17-18,20,28-29; Ps 68:4-7,10-11; Heb 12:18-19.22-24a3;
Lk 14:1,7-14

Saint Monica (332 - 387)
(August 27)

She had smiles for the neighbors, though her husband found
her religion and the charity it inspired annoying. She made
tearful prayers in private for a son, outwardly self-assured but,
as his mother knew, inwardly restless, and whose girlfriend of
a dozen years had borne his child out of wedlock. Though not
the first or last such mother and son, Monica and Augustine are
the Church’s most famous, so we keep their feast days back to
back, with Monica’s, fittingly, first. To Rome she followed
Augustine, then to Milan, where years of prayer—and nag-
ging—finally bore fruit in his conversion by Saint Ambrose.
For six months, mother and son enjoyed the blessing of redis-
covering each other. Just in time! On the way home to North
Africa, Monica took sick and died near Rome. No child who
has mourned a parent can read, unmoved, Augustine’s tender
account, in his Confessions, of Monica’s last days. At this time
of the year, when parents watch apprehensively as children
leave for school, may Monica’s perseverance and Augustine’s

long-prayed-for conversion ease anxiety and kindle hope.
Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Today’s Readings

First Reading — Brothers and sisters of every race and lan-
guage will be brought to Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:18-21).

Psalm — Go out to all the world and tell the Good News
(Psalm 117).

Second Reading — Strengthen your drooping hands and your
weak knees (Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13).

Gospel — People from east and west, north and south recline at
table in the kingdom of God (Luke 13:22-30).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Saint of the Week

Augustine, T 430; born in Tagaste, north
Africa; after a dissolute life, he received
baptism at age thirty-three from Ambrose;
elected bishop of Hippo; combated Mani-
chees, the Donatists and Pelagius; most
noted for his Confessions and City of God;
over 500 homilies are extant; considered a
founder of monastic life in the West, his
Rule (whose mantra for community life is
anima una et cor unum ad Deum ~ one
soul and one heart for God) is observed by
some 100 religious communities today,
including the Augustinian Canons Regular, Friars, and Sisters,
Dominicans, Norbertines, Trinitarians, Ursulines, and the Visit-
ation Order; one of the four great doctors of the Latin Church
(with Ambrose, Jerome & Gregory the Great); called the
“Doctor of grace.”

St. Patrick Children’s Choir

Children of all ages are welcome to join the St. Patrick Chil-
dren’s Choir. Members will have the opportunity to learn to
read music, sing in harmony, practice vocal techniques, and
develop cantoring skills. We encourage parents and guardians
to participate, as they serve as important role models for chil-
dren. Registration forms are available in the office and at the
back of the church. For more information, please contact the
Parish Office.

Living God’s Word

We pray for the wisdom to live justly, that is, in such a way
that we keep ourselves in proper relationship with God, with
each other, and with the earth. We pray for the wisdom to use

our financial resources to help bring about such “just living.”
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Acts of the Apostles

I never heard anything about the resolutions of the apostles,

but a great deal about their acts.
~ Horace Mann




Mass Intentions for Aug 24 - 30

Date Time Intention
7:30 a.m. | Sl Judy Neri Labaria
sunda 9:30 a.m. | t Nicomedes Abello
24 y 12:00 p.m. | T Rene Perez
5:15 p.m. | Sl Tita Labaria
7:30 a.m. | BD Louis Equaras
Monday  §12:10 p.m. | SI Dan & Annie Lacap
25 5:15 p.m. | Sl Felicitas Locsin
7:30 a.m. | SI Merly Lorete
Tuesday ¥ 12:10 p.m. | TG Stephen Sun
26 5:15 p.m. | SI Fe Macatangay
7:30 a.m. | Sl Beltran C. Marces
Wednesday [ 12:10 p.m. | 1 Lourdes Villanueva
21 5:15 p.m. | SI Corazon Mariano
7:30 a.m. |t Marilyn Sumulong
Thursday  §12:10 p.m. | BD Erlinda Orillano
28 5:15 p.m. | Sl Loren Masangcay
. 7:30 a.m. | SI Evelyn Mendoza
Friday 12:10 p.m. | SI Rachelle Morales
29 5:15 p.m. | Sl Jeff & Nenette Murata
7:30 a.m. | SI Vilma Nangca
Saturday I 12:10 p.m. | t Rosalinda Del Rosario
30 5:15 p.m. | Sl Glorina Ochangco

Parish Schedule

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory)
(appointments are preferred)
Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass

Sto. Nifio Devotion
Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass

Sacred Heart
First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m.

Communion in the Home

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information.

An expanded color version of our
printed bulletin, with online-only con-
tent, is available on our website:
www.stpatricksf.org

St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors

You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one.
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a mini-
mum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and financial
information are safe with us. And we recommend that you use
your credit card for an easier and faster transaction.

Thank you for your generosity and support.
For more information,
email us at information@stpatricksf.org
or call us at 415-421-3730
We have 93 Lifetime Donors as of 14 August 2025

Relevant Radio

Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers.




Meeting - Sunday at 1:30 p.m. in Bitanga Hall

developed by prayer and active co-operation in Mary's and the
Church’s works.

Legion of Mary’s Unit

The unit of a Legion of Mary is called a praesidium, which holds a
weekly meeting where  prayer is intermingled with reports and
discussions. Persons who wish to join the Legion

must apply for membership in a praesidium.

Legion of Mary’s Active Works

The Legion sees as its priority the spiritual and social welfare of
everyone. The members participate in the life of the parish through
visitation of families, the sick, both in homes

and hospitals and through collaboration in every apostolate and
missionary undertakings

sponsored by the parish. The works are more of spiritual works of
mercy.

Legion of Mary’s Active Membership

This membership is open to all faithfully practicing Catholics. Members
attend weekly meetings and engage in prayers and active works.
Candidates under 18 years of age can be received in a Junior
Praesidium.




August 24, 2025

The Little Ones Jim Burrows

PEING A PROPHET
1S MUPDY
BUSINESS!

Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cistern of
Malchiah the king’s son, which was in the court of the guardhouse;
and they let Jeremiah down with ropes.

Now in the cistern there was no water but only mud,
and Jeremiah sank into the mud.  Jer 38:6

nc.

© 1. 5. Paluch Co.,
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"Serving others helps my heart grow larger and
also helps my ego grow smaller."




Welcome the Stranger

We have become accustomed to seeing pictures in the media
and stories on the news about immigrants from Latin America
and refugees from Syria fleeing violence and destruction in
their own countries, trying to make their way to a safe place.
We have also seen the reactions of people who want to keep
them away from their countries, who fail to welcome the
stranger and the helpless children. Have we forgotten Jesus’ call
to comfort the homeless and the stranger? “They shall bring all
your brothers and sisters from all the nations . . . to Jerusalem,
my holy mountain, says the LORD.”

In the three readings for this day, we are told that we are to
welcome these strangers, to welcome the discipline of the Lord,
which leads to peace, and to “strive to enter through the narrow

gate” into the glory of God’s own homeland, the reign of God.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From QOur Tradition

The wonderful diversity of life and worship among Roman
Catholics of East and West is an example of God writing
straight with crooked lines. The steady hand of the villainous
Emperor Diocletian drew a line across Europe and Africa that
split the empire in two, and for the most part determined how
Christians would worship two thousand years later.

Italy’s heel and the far northern city of Trieste fell on the
Eastern side, and have had a form of Eastern liturgy ever since.
Constantinople, which soon became the seat of the Roman Em-
pire, became a base for Christianizing the East up to Russia and
Poland. Poland was on the Eastern side, but a series of wars and
medieval mayhem pushed the religious boundary back to the
Ukraine, and Poland remains an outpost of the Latin Church to
this day.

An old rule of thumb declared that whatever religion was
observed by the local prince, the people had to follow. This
gave rise to persecution and migration as people sought tolera-
tion for their expressions of faith. In the United States, we are
accustomed to peaceful collaboration among Christians of East
and West, a situation that challenges churches that still feel the
pinch of age-old division.

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Discipline

It is no accident that the words “disciple” and “discipline”
are nearly identical. Their relationship in Christian faith and life,
however, has fallen somewhat out of favor in the past genera-
tion, as certain prescribed Church rules and regulations have
been reduced and relaxed. These rules were often referred to as
“disciplines.” We are mistaken, however, to think that it no
longer takes discipline to follow Christ. The Letter to the He-
brews assures us of that today. Our discipline is more like that
of an athlete pursuing a victory or a personal best, or a musician
striving for a concert career or to master a new piece of music.
This discipline comes from desire, not from regulations. It was
the desire to do the will of God that led Jesus on the path to his
cross. It is that same desire he encourages in us today: to strive
to enter through the narrow gate, to find ourselves in the king-
dom with a surprising assortment of people who are there not
because of mere observation of rules, but out of a genuine desire

to recline at the table of the heavenly banquet.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition

In recent decades, attention has shifted away from headgear
as a symbol of a bishop’s authority to a more substantial sym-
bol: the chair, called the cathedra. The word comes from the
Latin word for a chair with armrests. It is exactly the reason
why dining room sets were marketed in this country a few years
ago with only one chair with armrests, the captain’s chair. In
many rectories of a certain vintage, you will see only one chair
with arms at the dining table, a sign to the assisting priests of
their proper place in the constellation. For us, as with most An-
glicans and some Lutherans, the cathedra is a sign of the teach-
ing authority of the bishop. We inherited the symbolism of the
chair from Roman civil life in the fourth century. A church that
houses a cathedra is called a cathedral, and the chair may be
used only by the bishop of that diocese. Priests who preside at
liturgy there must use a different presidential chair.

You may find the cathedra in its most traditional place at the
head of the apse, or against a side wall as was favored in medie-
val times, but increasingly bishops are locating the cathedra in
the midst of the assembly of the faithful. In the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels, visitors will find no barrier to their trying
out the cathedra, an expression of hospitality that helps the

archbishop be mindful of those whom he serves.
~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.




Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

We have become accustomed to seeing pictures in the media
and stories on the news about immigrants from Latin America
and refugees from Syria fleeing violence and destruction in
their own countries, trying to make their way to a safe place.
We have also seen the reactions of people who want to keep
them away from their countries, who fail to welcome the
stranger and the helpless children. Have we forgotten Jesus’
call to comfort the homeless and the stranger? “They shall
bring all your brothers and sisters from all the nations . . . to
Jerusalem, my holy mountain, says the LORD.”

In the three readings for this day, we are told that we are to
welcome these strangers, to welcome the discipline of the Lord,
which leads to peace, and to “strive to enter through the narrow
gate” into the glory of God’s own homeland, the reign of God.

Discipline

As summer stretches on into fall, perhaps we have become
somewhat distracted from the liturgy and the readings of Ordi-
nary Time. The reading from Hebrews seems particularly puz-
zling to some. What discipline are we undergoing, and how do
we feel about it? Is it really a sign of God’s love for us, or just a
pain, or worse, a punishment for something? It is really the sign
of God’s love for us, “for whom the Lord loves, [the Lord] dis-
ciplines.” Of course, no one likes to be disciplined, but we are
told, “At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but
for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who are trained by it.” To be disciplined is to be taught
the right way.

The Narrow Gate

Life is difficult, and we need this preparation, for as Jesus
tells his followers, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for
many . . . will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.”
We need to understand that we are strangers here; we all belong
in another place, another time: the reign of God. If we do not
know how to follow the right road, to welcome the stranger and
help those who are in trouble, how will we find the right way
ourselves? If we side with those who want to cast out others
who do not resemble themselves in order to keep themselves
and their countries somehow “pure,” we ourselves will be treat-
ed in the same way, and will not enter through that narrow gate.
If we consider ourselves to be better than others, we lack the
humility to enter the reign of God. For as Jesus tells us, “some
are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”

God’s discipline will make us strong and kind, peaceful and
good. It teaches us how to walk in the way of Jesus, and to en-

ter through that narrow gate.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company

Looking Good

Don’t you love it when the underdog
wins? When the Cardinals beat the Yan-
kees for the championship or the Blues beat
the Redwings, or the Rams beat anyone?
Even when I watch a game with no St.
Louis teams playing, I still like to root for
the underdog. That is what I like about to-
day’s Gospel: the last will be first and the
first will be last.

Some say that Jesus was referring to the Jews, God’s cho-
sen people, whom Jesus called first to be his disciples. When
they rejected him, the call went out to the Gentiles, who became
followers. Or perhaps in Jesus’ time, he was talking about the
leaders of the Jews, the scribes and Pharisees. These refused to
follow Jesus, while ordinary Jews who did not feel threatened
by Jesus’ teaching became disciples.

In a way, you can understand why the leaders rejected Jesus.
They made a nice living out of the offerings made by ordinary
Jews. As long as they could decide who could enter the temple,
they had a nice income flow. They were smart enough to in-
clude the poor, by asking them for smaller offerings. And who
could argue with them? They worked for God. How dare Jesus
say that they would be cast out, while people from the rest of
the world would enter the Kingdom of God!

And how about us? Remember that the Gospel was not writ-
ten for non-believers. Are we threatened by Jesus’ message?
Just as the scribes and Pharisees considered themselves im-
portant in God’s eyes because of their office, do we consider
ourselves “saved” because we call ourselves Christians? Do we
respect all people, or just the ones we like? Are we generous to
the poor, or just to our friends? Do we give good example to the
people we work with? Do we follow our conscience or do we
follow the crowd?

Entry into the Kingdom of God is not a fashion statement.
We don’t get there by looking good. We are invited by Jesus to

be last on earth so we can be first in the Kingdom.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Reflections on the Reign of God

A threefold message is developed in today’s readings. First,
everyone is called to proclaim God’s glory and receive salva-
tion. Second, salvation is not for the unprepared. Like a loving
parent, God gently corrects and disciplines those who have been
called. Often, suffering may be part of the formation process.
We learn to accept it as Jesus once accepted his cross. Third,
some people who are treated with contempt and disdain by the
self-righteous actually do have a place in God’s kingdom.

We need to take these lessons to heart. Recall your initial
excitement upon hearing God’s word. How has the Good News
that once struck your fancy taken deeper root in your life? Look
again at the crosses you have been given. How are others trans-
formed when they see how you have accepted and grown from
your sufferings?

Finally, are there some people you imagine as not invited
into God’s kingdom? Why do you feel this way about them?
For a moment, imagine them on the inside and yourself on the
outside. How can this be possible? Always try your best to enter

by the narrow gate, gladly proclaiming God’s glory.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Grace and Struggle

The gift of grace increases as the struggles increase.
~ St. Rose of Lima




The Struggle

Asked to name a saint of our times, many of us would say
“Mother Teresa.” Born in Albania, she began religious life as a
sister in a teaching order, which sent her to a girls’ school in
Calcutta, India. She was shocked to see the dismal poverty be-
yond the school grounds. In 1948 she responded with unques-
tioned faith to an inner calling: to leave the teaching order and
serve the destitute in Calcutta’s slums. Very soon, other women
joined Mother Teresa in her works of mercy, forming the Mis-
sionaries of Charity. Over the next fifty years Mother Teresa
became a world-renowned symbol of compassion and winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize. A book published after her death con-
tains letters she wrote to friends, superiors, and confessors, and
reveals that this small, energetic nun had spent long years in a
spiritual desert. She had such deep longing for God, but felt no
faith, love, or fervor. Her fame increased, but except for a brief
few weeks in 1958, her faith did not return. She said her smile
was a mask, as she struggled mightily to see any value in all of
her labor: if there is no God, there can be no soul and Jesus is
not the Christ. She had even stopped praying for a while be-
cause it seemed so meaningless. Mother Teresa apparently died
with her doubts in 1997. Prominent atheists declared that the
letters show that all religious faith is a sham. Those of us who
struggle with faith are encouraged by her heroism. Like Saint
John of the Cross, Saint Teresa of Avila, and many others, she
kept doing God’s will in spite of spiritual darkness. Her dying
wish was that her letters be destroyed, but the Church decided

to keep them. Perhaps now we know why.
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved

Proclaim God’s Glory

A threefold message develops in today’s readings. First,
everyone is called to proclaim God’s glory and receive salva-
tion. Second, salvation is not for the unprepared. Like a loving
parent, God gently corrects and disciplines those who have been
called. Usually suffering is part of the formation process. We
are to accept it as Jesus once accepted his cross.

Third, some people who imagine themselves saved are really
not. The door of salvation has been closed in their faces despite
their cries and pleas. On the other hand, some who are treated
with contempt and disdain actually do have a place in God’s
kingdom.

We need to take these lessons to heart. Recall your initial
excitement on hearing God’s word. How has the Good News
that once caught your fancy taken deeper root in your life?
Look again at the crosses you have been given. How are others
transformed when they see how you have accepted and grown
from your sufferings?

Finally, are there some people whom you imagine are not
invited to God’s kingdom? Why do you think so? For a mo-
ment, imagine them on the inside and yourself on the outside.
How might this be possible?

Always try your best to enter by the narrow door. Come and

proclaim God’s glory.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

© J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering is
a medicine for salvation, not a punishment for damnation.
~ St. Augustine

God in his omnipotence could not give more, in His wisdom He
knew not how to give more, in His riches He had not more to
give, than the Eucharist. ~ St. Augustine

Living Stewardship Now

If anyone expresses doubt about faith and religious belief,
don’t argue with them. Speak words of encouragement and pray

for them.
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

How to Pray

Grant us grace, Almighty Father, so to pray as to deserve to
be heard. ~ Jane Austen




We Need a Little Epiphany

Today’s first reading from Isaiah hearkens back to passag-
es we hear from that same prophet as the Christmas season
draws to a close on Epiphany. The message at that point in the
Christian year is essentially the same as today: the redeeming
grace of God knows no bounds. It is so marvelous that our hu-
man geographical regions or institutions cannot contain it.
When it is revealed, the sheer wonder and magnitude of it
draws people from all places, from unexpected places, from
places that are sometimes considered undesirable by those who
would like to contain or control the saving power of God. And
then, in an ebb and flow of divine glory, the good news of
God’s steadfastness, kindness, love, and faithfulness that has
caused myriads of people to come to God will turn about, and
the message of it will return to all nations and all peoples, as
today’s psalm sings.

But Right This Very Minute?

The end of time, Jesus explains today, is going to be full
of surprises. The undergirding surprise is the unknowability of
the precise time of the coming of God’s anointed One in glory.
To those who were anxious about the number to be saved, Je-
sus replies not with a head count, but with a description of
them: those who have been disciplined in the Lord to enter
through the narrow way to heaven. Some will assume that they
“know somebody” on the inside, and so are permitted a life of
evil. Their insider status, Jesus says, will be for naught. The
master at the door will not be able to recognize them through
the veil of sinful living that covers them. Those who thought
that their “good blood” in the patriarchal covenant would be a
guarantee of joining the patriarchs and prophets will be grind-
ing their teeth, not eating at the banquet table in the kingdom.
All who erected boundaries and perpetuated status, according
to Jesus, will see their imaginary celestial borders shattered,
and the highest reserved places given away. Want a seat at the
banquet table? Start living like somebody the other guests

would like to have there.
~ Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Reflecting on God’s Word

When Jacob Marley appears to Ebenezer Scrooge at the be-
ginning of A Christmas Carol, he wears a long chain, clasped
around his middle, “made of cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledg-
ers, deeds, and heavy purses wrought in steel.” He tells Scrooge
that he wears the chain he forged in life, and now he wanders
the earth because in life his spirit never went beyond “the nar-
row limits of our money-changing hole.” Old Marley’s life had
been about money until it ended; now he pays the price.

Luke calls on his community to consider its use of money.
In today’s parable a steward has been caught squandering his
master’s property. Seeing that his days are numbered, the stew-
ard acts quickly to ensure that he will have friends at the end.
Surprisingly, the master commends him for “acting prudently.”
Jesus then comments that the children of this world have more
gumption than the children of light, using their money to make
friends.

Three other comments follow: Use money to make friends
for eternity; trustworthiness in small matters and earthly wealth
will lead to being trusted with true wealth, i.e. God’s kingdom,;
and you have to choose between God and
“mammon” (whatever holds your deepest trust other than God).
In a nutshell, use your money to serve; allow God to save.

Jesus is in line with the prophet Amos, who castigates the
businessmen of his day for cheating the poor and needy. God is
on the side of these little ones. They are the ones we are to be-
friend by using our money for their good. Jesus, who came as a
“ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:4), is our true wealth.

~ James A. Wallace, c.ss.r.
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Discipline

It is no accident that the words “disciple” and “discipline”
are nearly identical. Their relationship in Christian faith and
life, however, has fallen somewhat out of favor in the past gen-
eration, as certain prescribed Church rules and regulations have
been reduced and relaxed. These rules were often referred to as
“disciplines.” We are mistaken, however, to think that it no
longer takes discipline to follow Christ. The Letter to the He-
brews assures us of that today. Our discipline is more like that
of an athlete pursuing a victory or a personal best, or a musician
striving for a concert career or to master a new piece of music.
This discipline comes from desire, not from regulations. It was
the desire to do the will of God that led Jesus on the path to his
cross. It is that same desire he encourages in us today: to strive
to enter through the narrow gate, to find ourselves in the king-
dom with a surprising assortment of people who are there not
because of mere observation of rules, but out of a genuine de-

sire to recline at the table of the heavenly banquet.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

St. Augustine’s Prayer

to the Holy Spirit
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
that my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
that | love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,
to defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,
that | always may be holy.
Amen.

Twenty-first Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 21, 2022

Strengthen your drooping hands
and your weak knees.
Make straight paths for your feet,

\ that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed.
Hebrews 12:12-13




















































Bay Area Rosary Rally in honor of
St. Francis of Assisi and the Jubilee
Year of Hope
























Land package with domestic airfare:

USS$ 2,918

US$ 4,276

Based on
Single Cccupancy

US$ 3,322

Bosed on
Doublef Twin Occupancy

Bozed on
Triple Occupancy

International Airfare via Eva Air starts at
US$ 1,100 per person. Rates subject to change.

-

Tnur Package Highlights:

Twa [2) nights accommodation at Seda Ayaba Center,
Cabu City

Twa [2) nights accommodation ot Best Westarn vy Wall,
Fangloo, Bohol

Threae [3) nights occommodation in Seda Centria,
Cogayan de Oro City

= Twa (2) nights accammodation at The Orienal, Legaepi City

o (1) night occommadation at Summét Hotel Noga

= one (1) night occommadation at villo Escudera,

Tiaong, Quezon

= one (1] night occommadation at Pico de Lora,
+ Hosugbu, Batangas

Twa (2} nights accammodation at Seda Manila Bay,
Paranagque City

= one (1) night occommadation at Quest Hotel Clark

All tours stated on the itinerary

All meals atated on the Ninarary

Travel insurance within the Philippines during the tour
English spaaking guides during the tours

*Terms and Conditions apply.
Wil www, rajahiouns. corm ph foer rmone infermation.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW!
Call or Text: 415.702.5694

Email: filipinoministrysfl@gmail.com
Visit: www.filipinoministrysf.org

0 Follow filipineministrysf on Facebook.

Ql.i‘lulu
Wicar Filipiros

Come with us on a meaningful journey to deepen our faith,
rediscover our vibrant religious and cultural heritage, and
experience the beauty of the Philippines!

PHILIPPINES PILGRIMAGE 2026
January 27 - February 11
16 DAYS 15 NIGHTS

Organized by: _Tour Operator:
SAN FRANCISCO () Tah Tours
Manila Office: inguiry@rajahtours.com.ph

Filipino Ministry
wearw filipinaministryst.ong,
email: filipinoministrysf@gmailcom

7 LOVE

-a,,," © THE PHILIPPINES

San Francisco Oice: L415.397.0303
estherbricnes @ hotmail.com
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LUZON - VISAYAS - MINDANAO

CEBU - BOHOL - CAGAYAN DE ORD - BICOL - QUEZON - MANILA
BATAMGAS - PANGASINAN - TARLAC - PAMPANGA

27 January | Arrival in Cebu

‘Walcoma recaption at the alrport by the

Drapartment of Towriem and Bajah Tours Philippines.

Transder to hotel and check=-in. Rest of the day free at leisura.
kass ot the hotel before dinnar.

‘Welcome dinner ot the hotel.

28 January | Simala Monastery and Minor Basillica de Sto. Nifio
Ereqkiast at the hotal,

Dapart lor a whobe day Cebu Tour, Vigit Simala Monastery of the Holy Eucharist.
Lunch ot a local restourant. Head back to Cebu City. Stop at the Archbishop
Taeofilo Comomot Shrine. Moss ot Minor Bosilico de 510, Nino da Cabu and than
visit Moge®ar's Cross, Haod to o kecol restaurant for dinnar than transter to hotal,

29 January | Travel from Cebu to Tagbilaran

Ereaklast af the hotal,

Head to Cebu Port Tor the your morning lerry o Tagbikaran.

Arriva in Bohol and meaet ond greet at Tagbilaran Port. Commance Bohol Countrysice
Tour, Procaad to Backayon Church for Moss, Aftar the Moss procaad to

Rivar Cruige Lunch at Lobos, after lunch continuee towr and visit Chocolate Hills

and the Tarsier Sanctuary. Head to your hotel and check in.

30 January | Free day

Breaklast at the hotal.

Free doy. Optional activites to be offered.

= Baolicosag Island Tour

= Food Todr

= Cada Rice Paddies and Can-Umantad Waterfalls
Kass ore Dinnar. Dinner at the resort.

31 January | Bohel - Cebu - Cagayan de Oro

Ergakfast at tha hatel.

Check out and procaad to the pler for farmy to the Cebu,

Arrive in Cebu and transler 1o Mocton Airport for rlght o Cogoyan de Oro.
Arrive in Cagayan de Oro and proceed o hotel and check in.

Frew timsa. Moss befora dininer.

Dinnar ot @ local restounant.

m F.In-un'z | Bukidnon Dd'{m

Braaklast at tha hotal. Transtar to hiloyan fdventure Park, Bukidnon

During this visit, the guests will experience Panampulol, a ritual of Manoba Triba.
Banog- dance will walcome the arriving guests and they will experience 8
diffarant stations of Manclo Fortich Cultura, W activitias available such s
Taokolote making. Bead making, Colfee Making, Binake wrapping & Tosting Conn
Grinding, Carn Panampulat Ritual, Language Learning. Lunch at
Ricardo's restaurant. After lunch proceed to the Abbey of Transfiguration for
Mass. Head bock to Cagayan de Oro in the ofternoon.

Dinnar ot the hotal,

02 February n de Oro C Tour
Breaklast at the hn:a?“va ity

Depart for Cogoyan de Oro City Touwr.

Wass ot 5t Au Matropolitan Cathedral, After kass, aed to
Coagayan De Oro City Museum, Museo de Ono and Ploza Divisorio.
Lunch ot Panagatan Seaside Restouwnant.

Alter lunch, pracead Lo Divine Marcy Sh”l‘rﬁ.

Head bock to the hotel. Free time.

Dinnar at the hotal.

03 Febru n de Oro - Legaspi (via Manila)
Pocked break :I! at n::l.u .pl

Chack cut and procasd to airport for your aarly flight to pi

Arriva in Legasgl and procesd to Al T, Highlights are Co a Ruing,
Burmlong ?g\n Daraga Church, Sasa Simeon for |IJI'|I3h. Tiwi Poi A

M. Mosarago Volcano Comp Site for spectoculor views of Mayon Voloano.
Altar the taur, pm-:aad ta your hotel for dinner and chack in.

Mass bafore dinner.

Dinnar at tha hatal,

04 February | Bicol tour options
Braaklast at the hotel

Tour options are:

= Donsol Eco Tour = Whale Shark interaction
s Culinary Tour

= Ticao Islond Ho

Heod bock o the X

Mass at 5t Gregory the Great Cathedral.
Dinner ot the hotal.

05 February | I.Iqﬂlpl = Naga
Braciklost at the hote

Chack cut and procead 1o Maoga City for Moss ot the Notional Shrine of Cor Lody of
Pafiafrancia. Lunch at o local restourant. Proceed to St John The Evangelist
Metropaliton Cathedral, Museo del Seminario Concilior de Hueva Coceres.

Aftar tha tour, procesd ko tha hotal ond check in. Dinner at tha hatal,

08 February | Naga - Quezon

Braciklost al the hotel. Check oul and procead 1o Quezon mplﬁg al town churches
along the way. Lunch at o local restaurant. Froceed to Eami n| Hesus Healing Church,
Mass ot Komay ni Hesus. Procesd to villa Escudaro ond chac

Barriz Fiesto themed dinnar ot Villo Escudens.

07 February | Quezon - Batangas

Breaklast at Villa Escudero.

Check cut and eed to Montemnaria Shrine in Botangos City.
lunch ot a local restourant, Procaad to Tool Harltaga Town,
Wzee ot Minor Bosilica of St Martin of Tours,

Proceed to Pico de Loro and check in Dinner ot the reson.

08 February | Pice de Loro - Manila via Tagayt

Braoikfost at the resort. Check out ond procead to T nfﬁw hr ulgltswlzau
Lunch ot Farmar's Tabla. Heod to Manilo after lunch. 55 at Manila Coth L
Dinnar ot Bestrado rastourant, INtromaanes.

08 February | Antipele - Manila

Breaidiast n:.!?u hotel pe

Frocesd to Antipots Cothedral for Moss. Lunch at Pinto Art Museum. Haod to Manilo
aftar lunch, Procesd to Quiops Church and Binondg Charch than 1o Bocloran Church.
Dinner ot the hotel

lﬂ Feb | Manaoag - Tarlac

ot at the hotel
f.-huck out and proceed to Manaoaog for Moss at the Minor Basilica of Our Lady of
Monaoog. Lunch at o locaol restaurant. Froceed to Monostario da Tarloc
Tor @ visi, Visit Death March Monument. Deport for Clark and chack in ot hotel
Farewell Dinmes at the hotel

11 February | Departure day

Breaifast at the hotel
Check out and procaad to airpart,



USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.uscch.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html















Sto. Nifio

PBlack

Devotion
(every Friday % ,
relre
after the . %t o
. east Day
12:10 p.m. Mass
P ) January 9
Judy Labaria . .
Alma Raymundo Rosie Drapiza
Cathy Bohol Lydia Cagampan
Sheila Montemayor Rene & Elsa Tuazon
Anonymous Celia & Paul Gravador
OurLac{y Qf San Lor_enzo Ruiz
Perpetual Hel Cirst
eTpetL _ P Filipino Saint
Devotion (Sep 28)
(every Tuesday
after the Eo Macat
. e Macatangay
12:10 Mass) Jeanette Chafe
John & Gemma O’Donnell
Raya & Gamboa Evelyn Grande
Families Mely Saavedra
Sacnt
Jooeppts St. Anne
Feast Day Feast Day
Mawch 19 July 26

Xenia Villamejor

Sacred
Heoanrt

First Friday
Schedule

4pm Holy Hour
5:15 Mass

OUR
LADY
OF
FATIMA

Pray the
rosary




St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group

Charismatic & Healing Mass:
Every 3" Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Feast Day
December 12

St. Pedro Calungsod
2" Filipino Saint (April 2)

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa
Family,
Romeo & Antonina Real Family,
Dan & Annie Lacap Family,

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan,
Vida Ventura,
Nenette Murata,
Cristin Salangsang




