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November 23, 2025 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
I rejoiced because they said to me,  

“We will go up to the house of the Lord.” ~ Psalm 122:1 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 23, 2025 - OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 



Please Pray for Pope Francis’  Intention for November 
 

Pope’s Intention: For the prevention of suicide. Let us pray that those who are struggling 
with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their communi-
ty, and be open to the beauty of life.  

November 23, 2025 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe ~ Year C 

2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-5; Col 1:12-20; Lk 23:35-43 
     In Hebron, David is hailed as king by all the tribes of Israel (1,Ps). Jesus Is anointed king on the wood of his cross, a sign of para-
dox, of defeat yet final victory (3). Through his cross we have passed from darkness into the kingdom of light (2). 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

AAA Update 
(as of 04 November 2025) 

The True Kingship of Jesus Christ 
     What kind of King is Jesus? How do you envision him? Re-
membering that they were promised a king from the line of Da-
vid, the Israelites hoped for a Messiah who would set their po-
litical problems aright and bring about a worldly kingdom of 
Judaic power. Even Psalm 122 seems to describe this type of 
ruler. Luke’s Gospel today shreds that image after the whip of 
the Roman soldiers tore at Jesus’ flesh. Still, the Romans flaunt-
ed the traditional notion with their ironic inscription above King 
Jesus’ crown of thorns. Soldiers and ordinary people jeered the 
royal title at him. Yet the throne of Jesus was the cross of 
Christ, from which he dispensed kingly mercy and justice to-
ward the humble criminal who shared his execution. Writing to 
the Colossians, Saint Paul describes the truth about Jesus and 
his kingship, using words like fullness, peace, and forgiveness. 
So let us go rejoicing! 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Today’s solemnity, the final feast of the Church year, is a 
youngster as feasts go. In 1925, Pope Pius XI was distressed by 
global political upheaval and the de-Christianizing of society. 
That year was a “Holy Year,” keyed to the sixteen hundredth 
anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, when the words “and of 
his kingdom there will be no end” were added to the Creed. The 
Pope explained that although most feasts had developed over 
many centuries, the Church sometimes provided a new feast to 
address new needs. He pointed to the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, showing Christ’s love and compassion in a time when 
many people embraced a cold and gloomy spirituality. Original-
ly on the last Sunday of October, in the late 1960s the solemnity 
of Christ the King was moved to the last Sunday of the year. 
     Fresh from baptism’s waters, we are anointed with chrism 
“as Christ was anointed priest, prophet, and king.” This feast is 
a key to our identity. On this feast, we recognize Christ as a 
king who breaks the usual mold of kingship, and who shapes 
his kingdom with our hands, our words, our deeds of love and 
service. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
     There will be only one Mass at St. 
Patrick on Thursday, November 27th 
at 9:00 a.m. in observance of 
Thanksgiving Day.  The church will 
be closed after the Mass and the of-
fice will be closed all day Thursday 
and Friday.  We will have our regu-
lar Mass schedule on Friday, No-

vember 28th.  Have a safe and blessed holiday. 

Thanksgiving 
     Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. Thank-
fulness is the natural impulse to express that feeling. Thanks-
giving is the following of that impulse.  

~ Henry Van Dyke 

Living Stewardship Now 
A prayer for this solemnity: 

Almighty and merciful God, 
you break the power of evil and make all things new 
in your Son Jesus Christ, the King of the universe. 
May all in heaven and earth 
acclaim your glory 
and never cease to praise you. Amen. 

(Sacramentary, Opening Prayer for the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King) 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Sponsors Needed For the 
9-Day Misa de Gallo 

December 16 - 24, 2025 at 6:00 a.m. 
     As the liturgical year winds down with Ad-
vent right around the corner, we are looking for 
kind-hearted and generous people who would 
like to share some of their God-given blessings 
by sponsoring one of the pre-dawn Misa de Gal-

lo Masses.  Donations will go toward the festive and joyful 
fellowship each day featuring hot refreshments.  Please bring 
your contribution to the office or give it to one of the parish 
staff by Friday, December 12th, so your donation may be 
acknowledged in the Misa de Gallo program.  Thank you for 
sharing the joy of your blessings and your Christmas spirit with 
your fellow parishioners!! 

Parol Making Workshops 
     At Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 

(701 Mission Street) 
and Bayanihan Community Center 

(1010 Mission Street) in San Francisco. 
     Want to learn how to make 
your own parol, the Filipino 
lantern symbolizing hope, 
peace, and community? Join 
the SOMA Pilipinas’ Parol-
Making Workshops at the 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA) and other participat-
ing locations! 
     Note: The December 6 & 7 workshops will be held at the 
Bayanihan Community Center (1010 Mission St, San Francis-
co, CA 94103). 

Workshops are free, family-friendly, and open to all! 
Parol Kits: 

Suggested donation: $20 per kit 
($10 for seniors or youth 18 & under). 

Limit one per person. 
Please arrive 15 minutes early to check in. 

     Bring your parol to the 23rd Annual Parol Lantern Festival 
on Saturday, December 13th at YBCA and be part of this beau-
tiful community tradition! 
     Health & Safety: Masks are strongly recommended, and we 
encourage participants to take a COVID test before attending. 

Parol Workshop Schedule: 
YBCA Workshops (701 Mission Street, SF):  

• Sunday, November 2: 12–4 PM  
• Sunday, November 9: 12–4 PM  

• Sunday, November 16: 12–4 PM 
• Saturday, November 22: 12–4 PM 
• Sunday, November 23: 12–4 PM 
• Thursday, December 4: 4–8 PM 

Bayanihan Community Center Workshops 
(1010 Mission St. SF):  

• Saturday, December 6: 12–4 PM  
• Sunday, December 7: 12–4 PM 

Come early, bring friends, and take part in a creative, heart-
warming tradition that connects generations. 
Sign up now to reserve your spot: bit.ly/2025parolworkshop 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — The Lord said to David, “You shall shepherd 
my people Israel” (2 Samuel 5:1-3). 
Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord  
(Psalm 122). 
Second Reading — Thanks to the Father who has made you fit 
to share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light  
(Colossians 1:12-20). 
Gospel — Jesus, remember me when you come into your king-
dom (Luke 23:35-43). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: Dn 1:1-6,8-20; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6,13-14,16-17,23-28; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Lk 21:20-28 

or for Thanksgiving Day 
 Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Dn 7:15-17; Lk 21:34-36 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year A) 
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

Saints & Special Observances 
Monday: Memorial ~ 

St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, Companions, Martyrs 
Tuesday: optional memorial ~  

St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin, Martyr 
Thursday: Thanksgiving Day 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Living God’s Word 
     Let your heart speak to the thief in this story. Do you have 
anything to say to or ask him? Then, talk to Jesus about what 
you want most to ask from him, what you experience as your 
greatest need at this time in your life.  

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 

Mass Intentions for Nov 23 - 29 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
23 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

TG Rene & Elene Delos Santos 
SI All The Parishioners Of St. Patrick 
† Aurino Gacad 
SI Thelma Dancel 

 
 

Monday 
24 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Evangeline Viray Deleon 
SI Brian Dela Pena 
SI Lydia Eusebio 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
25 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
27 

9:00 a.m. TG Virginia Chan 
Thanksgiving Day 

Holiday 

 
 

Friday 
28 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Justin Edwards 
† Yukio Murata & All Souls In Purgatory 
SI Rowena Cruz Diaz 

 
 

Saturday 
29 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Alvin Gonzalez 
SI Therese Guintu 
SI Norma Gumawid 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
† Tomas Corcuera 
SI Joycelyn Espanol 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
26 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Joseph & Maria Fang 
† Maria Luisa Corcuera 
TG Stephen Sun 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only con-

tent, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Diaconate Formation 
Informational Evenings 

     The Office of Formation for the Permanent Diaconate will 
hold Informational Evenings for men considering the possibility 
of serving the Church as Permanent Deacons. The evening will 
include discussion of the ministry of the Deacon in the Church, 
the Formation program and the application process. Please join 
us. 
 

Deacon Fred Totah, Director of Diaconate Formation 
Deacon Arthur Sanchez, Director of Permanent Diaconate 

 

Who should attend?  
     Single and married men between the ages of 30 and 60 may 
apply for the program and are invited to the evening. However, 
married applicants must be married at least five years. All mar-
ried applicants need the complete support of their wives in or-
der to pursue the program; therefore, wives are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Dates: 
Wednesday, January 07, 2026 

St. Raphael Church 
1104 5th Avenue 

San Rafael, CA 94901 
 

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
Archdioceses of San Francisco 

One Peter Yorke Way 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
325 Marine View Avenue 

Belmont, CA 94002 
 

Time: 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 

Diaconate Formation Office 
Deacon Fred Totah, 

Director of Diaconate Formation 
Phone: 415-614-5615 

Email: totah.fred@sfarch.org 



 

Prayer of the Week 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Last Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Almighty ever-living God, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, 
grant, we pray, 
that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 
may render your majesty service 
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
In what ways can I proclaim God’s praise in the coming week? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 

November 23, 2025 
I rejoiced because they said to me,  
 “We will go up to the house  
  of the Lඈඋൽ.” 

~  Psalm 122:1 

Peace 
     First keep the peace within yourself, then you can also bring 
peace to others.                                                             

~ Thomas à Kempis 



NOVEMBER 23, 2025 



November Prayers 
During November, the Church celebrates the communion of 
saints, intercedes for those who have died and prepares to wel-
come the one St. Francis called “Sister Death.”  This prayer is 
appropriate all through November… 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, 
we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. 
In this life you embraced them with your tender love; 
deliver them now from every evil 
and bid them eternal rest. 
The old order has passed away: 
welcome them then into paradise, 
where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor pain, 
but the fullness of peace and joy 
with your Son and the Holy Spirit 
for ever and ever. 
R: Amen. 
O Lord, support us all the day long, 
until the shadows lengthen, 
and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, 
and our work is done. 
Then in your mercy, 
grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, 
and peace at the last. 

~ Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman 
from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

Of Kings and Kingship 
     Americans have an uncomfortable relationship with kings. 
The American Revolution was fought for independence from 
King George, after all. Nonetheless, today every Catholic 
church around the world celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Today’s feast invites us to 
look beyond our national loyalties and rejoice in our primary 
identity. We are children of God in Jesus, Christ the King. Our 
readings help us consider what it’s like to belong to God’s 
kingdom. The book of Samuel captures the deep longing of the 
Israelites for a king to shepherd them. Saint Paul reminds the 
Colossians that we belong to the kingdom of Christ, whose 
power he praises in a beautiful hymn. Finally, Luke’s Gospel 
calls to mind the kind of king Jesus chooses to be—a suffering 
servant, a man for others. By sacrificing his life for us, Jesus 
throws open the gates of Paradise.                          �

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Kingship 
     The book of Samuel recounts for us today the anointing of 
David as king of Israel. It was the elders of Israel who declared 
David king that day, but it was God who called David to shep-
herd Israel. Thus mandated by the citizens of his kingdom and 
by his God, David took his place in a long line of kings. 
     The apostle Paul speaks to us of kingship as well, but on a 
much higher plane: the kingship of Jesus our Lord. As great as 
David was, he and all earthly monarchs who came before and 
after him in their kingdoms around the world are minor kings 
by comparison to the true King. And lastly, we hear the story of 
that true King in perhaps his weakest moment: near death, 
hanging on a cross, taunted by a common criminal and by the 
world at large. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Among the Catholics seeking religious freedom in America 
were the Carrolls of Maryland, who arrived in 1649 from Ire-
land via England. Charles Carroll, born in Annapolis in 1737, 
was the only Catholic signer of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and was the longest-surviving signer. As was the custom 
for English Catholics, he attended English schools in Belgium 
and later university in France. By the time he signed the Decla-
ration, he was the richest man in America, and his decision to 
sign would hardly go unnoticed by the king. 
     Because Carroll was so wealthy and because he was a Catho-
lic, he had more to lose than the others. Those who signed be-
came traitors to the Crown and risked losing everything. It is said 
that someone grumbled that there were many men in the world 
named Charles Carroll, and he could dodge responsibility if he 
had to. For that reason, he added a flair to his signature, “of Car-
rollton,” making it clear that he put everything at risk. 
     His cousin John, also an ardent supporter of the American 
Revolution, was ordained a Jesuit priest and returned to Mary-
land at the outbreak of hostilities. Upheavals in Europe forced 
the Jesuit order to dissolve, leaving Carroll a secular priest. Ul-
timately, it was John Carroll who was asked to organize the 
Catholic Church in the new nation. No one was better posi-
tioned for this task, a cultured man from an esteemed family, a 
cherished friend of Benjamin Franklin and George Washington, 
and a man so thoroughly attuned to an undercurrent of anti-
Catholicism in the colonies that he could charm powerful peo-
ple to a new point of view.  

Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Redefining Kingship 
     This last Sunday of the Church’s liturgical year is dedicated 
to Christ, our King. In the first reading, from the second book of 
Samuel, we meet Jesus’ ancestor David, the greatest king of 
Israel. This passage describes a glorious monarch who is ac-
claimed by all the tribes of Israel. He is called both a “shepherd” 
and a “commander.” The second reading, from Paul’s Letter to 
the Colossians, also contains glorious language, describing 
Christ as “the firstborn of all creation.” Only at the end of this 
passage do we hear a hint of the paradox we will meet in to-
day’s Gospel: Christ the King makes “peace by the blood of his 
cross.” 
     In Luke’s Gospel, we confront the stark reality of Christ’s 
kingship. Here is our king, hanging on a cross, jeered, taunted, 
berated by a common criminal. This king looks defeated and 
powerless. Yet he demonstrates how absolute his power is. His 
death is truly for the salvation of all, one person at a time, start-
ing with the “Good Thief,” and continuing through the ages to 
us today. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 



Dependence Day 
     On Thanksgiving Day we acknowledge our dependence. 

~ William Jennings Bryan 

Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro 
(1891-1927) 

November 23 
     Graham Greene’s classic The Power and the Glory immor-
talized Mexico’s persecuted Church of the 1920s. But photo-
graphs of Father Pro—arms outstretched to image Christ Cruci-
fied, kneeling in prayer before the firing squad, crumpled dead 
on the ground—vividly, visually remind us that not long ago, 
not far away, the faith we take for granted cost everything! 
Born to a mining family, Miguel became a Jesuit and was sent 
to study Catholic labor movements in Belgium in preparation 
for evangelizing Mexico’s workers. But he returned to find a 
Mexico determined to annihilate Catholicism, and, like priests 
before him during Roman persecutions, England’s Refor-
mation, and in China today, ministered secretly to an 
“underground Church” until apprehended and sentenced to the 
firing squad. In his final moments, Father Pro blessed his exe-
cutioners, forgave his enemies, and shouted: “Viva el Cristo 
Rey!—Long Live Christ the King!” his defiant, dying procla-
mation of ultimate, transcendent loyalty. Father Pro’s martyr-
dom reinvigorated that beleaguered Church, whose countless 
faithful, never again afraid, would throng John Paul II when he 
visited Pro’s beloved Mexico fifty-two years later.  

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 

     Americans have an uncomfortable relationship with kings. 
The American Revolution was fought for independence from 
King George, after all. Nonetheless, today every Catholic 
church around the world celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Today’s feast invites us to 
look beyond our national loyalties and rejoice in our primary 
identity. We are children of God in Jesus, Christ the King. Our 
readings help us consider what it’s like to belong to God’s 
kingdom. The book of Samuel captures the deep longing of the 
Israelites for a king to shepherd them. Saint Paul reminds the 
Colossians that we belong to the kingdom of Christ, whose 
power he praises in a beautiful hymn. Finally, Luke’s Gospel 
calls to mind the kind of king Jesus chooses to be—a suffering 
servant, a man for others. By sacrificing his life for us, Jesus 
throws open the gates of Paradise. 

King of Mercy 
     This is the last day of the extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy that began on December 8, 2015. Now is the perfect time to 
reflect on the year. What was the Year of Mercy like? How did 
God’s forgiveness surprise and strengthen us? In what ways did 
Jesus’ example enlighten our hearts and actions? Today’s Gos-
pel can guide our reflection. 

• Jesus hangs on the cross in agony. What pain have we 
endured for others? 
• People of all sorts sneer at Jesus, mocking him. Have 
we felt the sting of dishonor or hatred? 
• Keeping his eye on Paradise, Jesus forgives his perse-
cutors. Have we forgiven others, even if they didn’t (or 
won’t) apologize? 
• Jesus uses some of his last breaths to comfort another 
dying man. Have we tried to tend to others’ needs, even 
when we don’t feel up to the task? 

Nightly Review 
     This kind of examination helps us not only at the end of a 
jubilee year, but also at the end of every single day. When Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola began his nightly reviews, he always began 
in gratitude, thanking God for specific gifts from the day. If 
we’ve had a particularly rotten day, we might look to Saint 
Paul for inspiration. His words to the Colossians remind us that 
all fullness “was pleased to dwell” in Jesus, who died to recon-
cile us to God and to open the gates of Paradise. Truly, we can 
always give thanks for that! 
     With grateful hearts, then, we proceed with our review. How 
did we cooperate with God as sons and daughters of the King-
dom? How did we bring a little bit of Paradise to others today? 
How did we stand in God’s way, becoming obstacles to others’ 
journey to Paradise? Asking the Lord to have mercy on our 
weakness, we give hearty thanks for allowing us to work for 
the Kingdom. All praise to Christ the King! 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     When we think of Christ the King, we usually do not think 
of Jesus hanging on the cross, but rather the risen Christ, seated 
at the right hand of the Father, wearing the crown bestowed 
upon him by the Father. But Luke presents us with an image of 
Christ whose reign begins on the cross with his promise of Par-
adise to a thief hanging at his side. 
     Jesus brings about the kingdom even in the last moment of 
his life, extending the mercy of God to yet another nameless 
outsider, a thief “condemned justly” to death (Luke 23:41). This 
man recognizes Jesus both as a man who “has done nothing 
criminal,” but also one who is about to “come into [his] king-
dom” (23:41, 42). 
     The kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed as being 
“already in your midst” is present in Jesus on the cross, extend-
ing mercy by asking God to forgive those who have crucified 
him, for “they know not what they do” (23:34). To the thief 
who asks Jesus to remember him when he comes into his king-
dom, Jesus promises, “Today you will be with me in Para-
dise” (23:43). What wonderful words to bring the church year 
to a close.  
     We might think of this dying thief as one who stole heaven 
at the last moment, but perhaps that is inaccurate. How could it 
be a theft when Paradise was there for the taking? The crucified 
One himself being the king of hearts, the shepherd king lifted 
up one last time a beloved sheep who had wandered far astray 
but unexpectedly found himself at heaven’s door. If we call him 
king, it is because he was faithful to his calling, not to save 
himself but to save us. 

~ James A. Wallace, . . .  
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Love Behind the Deeds 
     God doesn’t want our deeds; God wants the love that 
prompts them. 

~ St. Teresa of Ávila 



Our Lord Jesus Christ 
King of the Universe 
November 23, 2025 

Restart 
     When you stop to think, don’t forget to start again. 

~ Anonymous 

Forgiveness 
     The glory of Christianity is to conquer by forgiveness. 

“Yes” to the King 
     The Church crowns the year of grace, its liturgical year, with 
the solemnity of Christ the King. We could assume that a cele-
bration of this magnitude would provide us with an easy, clear 
presentation of who Christ is and who he calls us to be. But this 
feast flings the paradoxes of Christ’s kingship in our face. Is 
Christ all-powerful? Is he the Messiah, the Anointed of God? Is 
he a victim, powerless in the hands of mortal rulers? Is he dead 
on the cross? Is he alive in the splendor of eternal light? Is the 
inscription above his head true? Is he Shepherd or slaughtered 
lamb? The answer is “Yes.” 
     What may be even more difficult is that we have also an-
swered “Yes” to following this complex, paradoxical King who 
reigns from the cross of death, who upsets our expectations and 
challenges us to upset many of the expectations of the world 
around us. But before we despair of being able to sustain the 
difficulty of this mission, we are also strengthened by Paul’s 
words to the Colossians. We are reminded that if we keep our 
eyes fixed on the cross, the throne of Christ, we will also find 
and know the source of our reconciliation, our peace, and our 
hope to join him, sharing the inheritance of the holy ones in 
light everlasting. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Promise of Paradise 
     Monarchy has very little meaning for us in the United States. 
Historically, you may recall, it was a part of the oppression that 
the founders of our nation fought to overthrow. Nowadays, we 
may perhaps enjoy watching the pomp and pageantry of mod-
ern royalty as seen from afar. We have rights as American citi-
zens, and one of those rights is the free election of leaders from 
among ourselves to political office and the authority that goes 
with that office. If we do not agree with the actions of those in 
power we can vote in the next election to replace them. Author-
ity is vested in the few by the many, and yet no one has a per-
manent hold on power in our political system.  
     The reign of God is of another order and dimension entirely. 
Today we honor Christ as our King, the anointed one of God 
who—if we accept him fully—has rule over our hearts and 
lives. The Son of God became human so that human beings 
could experience the reign of God personally and directly. Jesus 
had the power to forgive sinners, heal the sick, and even raise 
the dead, but Christ has none of the earthly trappings of power 
and forces his rule on no one. All are free to accept or to turn 
away, as Judas ultimately did. Even as Jesus hung on the cross, 
those around him still argued about his identity. Onlookers 
jeered because this “king” had no power to “save himself.” Of 
the two criminals, one wanted a quick release from his agony; 
the other acknowledged the power of Jesus’ innocence as well 
as his future rule. In response to this man’s total faith and trust, 
Jesus said, “[T]oday you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 
23:43). No earthly ruler can promise so much. 
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Save Yourself 
     The attitude of “looking out for number one” reigns supreme 
in many parts of our society, even in parts of our Church. That 
attitude informs the Gospel passage today, as we hear three 
times the challenge made to Jesus to “save himself” from his 
awful, humiliating death on the cross. The rulers of his own 
people sneer at him, the soldiers jeer at him, one of the crimi-
nals crucified with him reviles him; all treat him with scorn at 
his refusal or inability to “look out for number one,” to save 
himself. But if there is any doubt about the ability of Jesus to 
save, it is erased in his words to the other criminal: “Today you 
will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). If there is disbelief 
about the cross being the source of all salvation, reconciliation, 
and peace, it is eradicated in the Letter to the Colossians. Christ, 
in whom the fullness of all things dwells, the firstborn of all 
creation, is also the firstborn from the dead, and it is the blood 
of his cross that flows with the eternal life of heaven.  

Save Us 

     In Roman crucifixion, crosses had little plank seats upon 
which the bodies of the crucified were propped. Their bodies, 
growing heavy with weakening and dying, would likely fall off 
without this seat. This seat, propping up the body of Jesus as it 
gasped for its final breaths, is the royal seat of our Savior and 
King. For us, he sat upon that most horrid throne. Like us, Jesus 
would agree that you have to look out for “number one.” The 
difference is that at the words “number one” he wouldn’t jab a 
jaunty thumb at his own chest. He’d extend a loving embrace 
between earth and heaven for each of us, the children of earth, 
the little ones in whom his own face shines. The rulers, the sol-
diers, one of the criminals, all were skeptical about the saving 
power of our King, because he would not—and they presumed 
could not—save himself. What this King shows all of us is that 
God’s power is to save us, to remember us in his kingdom, to 
take us with him to the light of Paradise. 
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USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
Celia & Paul Gravador 

 

 

 

  

Sto. Niño 
Devotion 

(every Friday 
after the 

12:10 p.m. Mass) 

Judy Labaria 
Alma Raymundo 

Cathy Bohol 
Sheila Montemayor 

Anonymous 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Devotion 
(every Tuesday 

after the 
12:10 Mass) 

Raya & Gamboa 
Families 

Saint 
Joseph 

 
Feast Day 
March 19 

Xenia Villamejor 

San  Lorenzo Ruiz          
First                

Filipino Saint      
(Sep 28) 

Fe Macatangay  
Jeanette Chafe 

John & Gemma O’Donnell 
Evelyn Grande 
Mely Saavedra 

OUR  
LADY 

OF   
FATIMA 

 

Pray the     
rosary 

Sacred 
Heart 

 
First Friday   

Schedule 
 

4pm Holy Hour 
5:15 Mass 



 

 

  

 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

St. Pedro Calungsod 
2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 

ltÑ YtÅ|Äç 

 
Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 
 
 

Feast Day 
December 12 

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa 
Family, 

 

Romeo & Antonina Real Family, 

 

Dan & Annie Lacap Family, 

 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan, 

 

Vida Ventura, 

 

Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 


