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Please Pray for Pope Francis’  Intention for December 
 

Pope’s Intention: For Christians in areas of conflict. Let us pray that Christians living in 
areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconcilia-
tion, and hope.  

December 21, 2025 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ Year A 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

     Jesus is Emmanuel, “God with us” (1,3), risen from the dead (2). He is the king of glory (Ps). 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only 

content, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Andrew Spyrow - Pastor  
Rev. Teodoro “Fr. Ted” P. Magpayo - Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Patrick Okoye - Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ferdinand Mariano - OCIA Coordinator 
 

Parish Staff 
Rachelle Morales and Nenette Murata -  

Religious Education Coordinators 
Charles Corpus - Music Coordinator 
Virginia Dilim - Wedding Coordinator 
Nora Regaspi - Office Manager 
Camelle Sudario - Parish Receptionist 
Emy Pasion - Bookkeeper 
 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 4:00 p.m.. 
Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 

First Saturday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
     Dear Saint Patrick Parishioners, 

A Blessed Christmas! 
     As we come together at this time of year – 
a time for family and friends – it is good for 
us to also spend some time reflecting on the 
“reason for the season” – Jesus Christ, the 

Lord! It is important that we welcome Him to our homes and to 
our celebrations, remembering that, as Christians, we celebrate 
Christmas not as a secular holiday, but as a proclamation of our 
faith that God so loved the world He sent His only Son … and 
that the Word became flesh of the Virgin Mary and dwells 
among us.  In a world that wants to make Christmas only about 
presents, and food and Santa Claus and self-indulgence, we, as 
Catholics are not ashamed to profess our Faith: Christmas is 
about the Incarnation of the Lord and our salvation histo-
ry.  We are not ashamed to say “Merry Christmas.”  We are not 
ashamed to send out “religious” Christmas cards, which cele-
brate his birth to our friends and family members.  We are not 
ashamed to have the “Manger Scene” in front of our homes, in 
our homes and in our streets.  We are not ashamed to give wit-
ness to Jesus in the midst of so many counter-testimonies.  We 
are proud to be disciples of Jesus and we want all to rejoice 
with us as we celebrate His birth! 
     As we ready ourselves for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, 
putting up the tree, putting up the creche, doing the baking and 
cooking, going shopping and wrapping the gifts, decorating the 
house with lights and all the other many things that go into 
making this such a special family time of year with our own 
cultural traditions, it is good for us to remember that the best 
preparation is to make a good confession so that we can worthi-
ly receive Him in the Eucharist at Christmas Mass.  I invite all 
of you to take advantage of our confession schedule: Monday – 
Saturday from 11:30am-noon and Monday -Thursday by ap-
pointment in the rectory  – come and receive God’s merciful 
love and forgiveness in this wonderful sacrament.  Come to 
Christmas Masses to praise and thank God for the gift of His 
Son Jesus.  Bring someone with you who perhaps has not been 
to Church for a while or just needs a ride!  It is my hope to be 
able to greet all of you at one of our Masses.�
     To all of you and your families, I, along with Fr. Okoye and 
Fr. Magpayo, extend our greetings at St. Patrick Church.  Be 
sure that each of you is in our prayers and thoughts in this holy 
season, and our wish is that your hearts may know the joy of 
the presence of the new Born King.  May the Virgin Mary and 
her Infant Son, Jesus, the King of Peace, fill your hearts and 
lives and homes with the choicest of blessings at Christmas and 
throughout the New Year! 
     Merry Christmas and a Happy and Grace-filled New 
Year!  God bless you! 
     May Christ’s light in your heart shine out, 

Rev. Andrew P. Spyrow 
Pastor 



Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

AAA Update 
(as of 04 November 2025) 

The God Squad Catholic TV Mass 
     The God Squad Catholic TV Mass, aired every Sunday, 
provides inclusion for those who are homebound, hospitalized, 
incarcerated and/or unable to attend Sunday Mass. Monsignor 
Harry Schlitt began broadcasting the TV Mass in the late 1970s 
and it has been airing ever since. Please watch the TV Mass on 
Sunday mornings on the following stations: 

In San Francisco 
KTSF (CH 26) at 6:00 a.m.; KRON (CH 4) at 5:30 a.m.; 

and in Sacramento 
KTXL (Fox 40) at 5:30 a.m.  

     You may also view the Mass at any time by going to Fa-
therHarry.org. You may also find the program beneficial to 
you, someone in your family, or a friend.  
     We need your participation and support to continue this 
valuable ministry. 

God Wants to be One With Us 
     What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving us! 
Think of the most outlandish circumstance you might conceive. 
That seems to be what the Lord is saying to Ahaz in today’s 
first reading. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel.” Not only is the idea of a virgin conceiv-
ing beyond comprehension in Ahaz’s time, so would the con-
cept of God wanting to be with us be, as the name Emmanuel 
indicates. And yet, this is what we celebrate in the Incarna-
tion—God wants so completely to be one with us that God 
came to be with us in a son born to a virgin, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. There is more to this story than even these amazing and 
outlandish occurrences, however. God wants to be one with us 
so deeply that God partners with us to make God’s presence 
known. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Our Fascinating Faith 
Las Posadas (December 16–24) 

     Of the many Latin American traditions for the celebration of 
Advent and Christmas, the tradition of Las Posadas seems to be 
the best known. It originated in the last half of the eighteenth 
century when the boisterous Misas de Aguinaldo were no longer 
celebrated in Mexico. To replace these Masses, the laity decided 
to celebrate in their own homes by taking what they had seen 
dramatized in the churches: the journey of the Galilean immi-
grants, Joseph and Mary of Nazareth, when they were looking 
for an inn (posada) in Bethlehem of Judea. Like the “O Anti-
phons” of the official liturgy, these posadas were celebrated on 
nine consecutive nights. 
     The journey of Joseph and Mary from inn to inn sadly con-
tinues every day in the fearful and tired steps taken by so many 
immigrants in this country. Like the Holy Family, Latin Ameri-
can families look for hospitality with the hope of finding a new 
life for their sons and daughters. Unfortunately, many citizens 
of the United States behave like the people of Bethlehem, pre-
ferring to close their door in the face of the immigrants rather 
than welcoming them. Perhaps that is the reason that the tradi-
tion of Las Posadas has taken on so much importance among 
the Latinos in the United States. We know firsthand what Jo-
seph and Mary experienced two thousand years ago. We have 
to ask ourselves: When will the human heart change? When 
will we open the doors of our heart to our immigrant Lord? 

~ Friar Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Christmas in the Heart 
     Christmas! ’Tis the season for kindling the fire of hospitality 
in the hall, the genial fire of charity in the heart. 

~ Washington Irving 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4,23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8-12,14a,16; Lk 1:67-79 

Mass During the Night 
Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

THURSDAY: Mass During the Day 
Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1-5, 9-14 

FRIDAY: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
SATURDAY: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a,2-8 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

Sir 3:2-6,12-14; Ps 128:1-5; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saints & Special Observances 
Tuesday: optional memorial ~ St. John of Kanty, Priest 
WEDNESDAY: 

VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
THURSDAY: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
FRIDAY: FEAST ~ 

ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 
SATURDAY: FEAST ~ 

ST. JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST 
SUNDAY: 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — You will be given this sign: The virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son (Isaiah 7:10-14). 
Psalm — Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory (Psalm 24). 
Second Reading — God has called us to belong to Jesus Christ 
(Romans 1:1-7). 
Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:18-24). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



 

Mass Intentions for Dec 21 - 27 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
21 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

FH Susan Pacheco 
SI Felicitas Locsin 
† Maria Luisa Corcuera 
SI All Parishioners Of St. Patrick 
† Fernando Rodriguez Tenerio 

 
 

Monday 
22 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Dan & Annie Lacap 
† Luz Bertha Jacinto 
SI Judy Neri Labaria 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
23 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
25 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

TG Virginia Chan 
TG Rene & Elena Delos Santos 
† Sofronio Padre Galapon, Jr. 

 
 

Friday 
26 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

BD Susana Pacheco 
TG Stephen Sun 
† Jesus Aujero 

 
 

Saturday 
27 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

BD Cristine Dedios 
† Lourdes Villanueva 
SI Georgina Jose 

Time Date 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
BD Tonette Corpuz 
SI Tita Labaria 

 
 

Wednesday 
24 

7:30 a.m. 
12: p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

SI Agnes Kumi 
† Emilio & Rosa Collado 
TG Maximo & Susana Dimapasoc 

Diaconate Formation 
Informational Evenings 

     The Office of Formation for the Permanent Diaconate will 
hold Informational Evenings for men considering the possibility 
of serving the Church as Permanent Deacons. The evening will 
include discussion of the ministry of the Deacon in the Church, 
the Formation program and the application process. Please join 
us. 
 

Deacon Fred Totah, Director of Diaconate Formation 
Deacon Arthur Sanchez, Director of Permanent Diaconate 

 

Who should attend?  
     Single and married men between the ages of 30 and 60 may 
apply for the program and are invited to the evening. However, 
married applicants must be married at least five years. All mar-
ried applicants need the complete support of their wives in or-
der to pursue the program; therefore, wives are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Dates: 
Wednesday, January 07, 2026 

St. Raphael Church 
1104 5th Avenue 

San Rafael, CA 94901 
 

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
Archdioceses of San Francisco 

One Peter Yorke Way 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
325 Marine View Avenue 

Belmont, CA 94002 
 

Time: 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 

Diaconate Formation Office 
Deacon Fred Totah, 

Director of Diaconate Formation 
Phone: 415-614-5615 

Email: totah.fred@sfarch.org 

At Table During Advent 
Advent candles may be lighted as the leader says: 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation: 
In the darkness and in the light. 

 

Blessed are you in this food and in our sharing. 

 

Blessed are you as we wait in joyful hope 
For the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

All respond: 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and for ever. 

The leader says: 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

All respond: 
Come quickly! 

From Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2025 

Catholic Prayer Corner 
Prayer for Generosity 

Lord, teach me to be generous. 
Teach me to serve you as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labor and not to ask for reward, 
save that of knowing that I do your will. 

~ Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

Christmas Children 
     It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at 
Christmas.                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                 ~ Charles Dickens 



 

Living God’s Word 
     We ask God to continue to save us in our own day from all 
that would lead us away from God. We ask God to continue to 
help us to know Jesus as Emmanuel, God with us, so that our 
faith may be rooted in the wisdom and power of God. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



D
ec

em
b
er

 2
1
, 

2
0
2
5
 



DECEMBER 21, 2025 

Getting Even 
     The only ones you should try to get even with are those who 
have helped you. 

~ Anonymous 

Tips on Keeping Christ in Christmas 
More Than A Holiday ~ Christmas is Christ 

     Pope Benedict XVI said that the con-
temporary Christmas season is being 
spoiled by "commercial pollution" that 
obscures the true meaning of Christ's 
humble birth. People need to remember 
that Christ was born in a manger, in a 
sign of poverty. The Holy Father said 
Christmas brings true joy and peace to 
those who, like the shepherds at Bethle-
hem, recognize the sign of "an infant 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." 
 

Here are some insights on how to focus on the birth of Christ… 

 

 Cut the trimmings. The circumstances surrounding Jesus’ 
birth were “no-frills” at best. Let this simplicity be reflect-
ed in your celebration of His birth. 

 Encourage family members to talk about the meaning of 
Christmas and how each has lived like Christ that day. 

 Let your words and actions underscore the importance of 
your faith. Don’t let Christ’s birth be lost in a sea of 
“Happy Holidays” and “Season’s Greetings.”  Respect for 
people of other beliefs should always guide us, but should 
never stop us from celebrating the spiritual essence of 
Christmas. 

St. Stephen (First Century) 
December 26 

     “A man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5): thus 
Luke introduces Stephen, first of seven deacons chosen by the 
community for its ministry of charity, first to lay down his life 
in witness to Christ. As the church’s first martyr, Stephen’s life 
and death mirror the preaching and passion of Jesus, “the faith-
ful witness” (Greek, martyr) (Revelation 1:5). Like Jesus, Ste-
phen works “great signs and wonders among the people” (Acts 
6:8). Like Jesus, when falsely accused, Stephen’s face radiates 
angelic serenity (Acts 6:15), though his tongue, like Jesus’, is a 
two-edged sword. As the dying Jesus forgave his executioners, 
even making excuses for them, then commended his spirit into 
his Father’s hands (Luke 23:34, 46), so Stephen intercedes for 
his murderers and begs Jesus to receive his spirit (Acts 7:60, 
59). How fruitful both passions! The penitent thief inherits Par-
adise; Saul, who consented to Stephen’s killing, is transformed 
into the fearless preacher Paul. Thus Stephen challenges us to 
bear witness not in words only, but by Christ-like forgiveness 
toward all. 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Summoned by God 
     As Christmas draws near, Advent’s scriptures lure us into a 
world of dreams, signs, wonders, and the miracle of the virgin 
birth. Too often we allow the great stories of our faith, the ones 
that are most familiar, simply to wash over us. Today’s Gospel 
account of the events leading up to the birth of the Lord reads 
like a present-day soap opera. Yet Joseph’s courage, even in the 
midst of what must have been an incredibly confusing time, 
provides a model for us. Each week, we are summoned by God 
to embrace the way of goodness and truth through the proclama-
tion of God’s holy word. Like Joseph, we are called to do as the 
Lord commands us. As we stand at the threshold of Christmas, 
let us have the courage to be open to whatever it is that the Lord 
will require of us as we celebrate the miracle of Bethlehem. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     By now, the first Christmas carols are heard in the home, but 
usually not yet in church. What is a “carol” anyway? Originally, a 
carol was any kind of communal song sung at a festival such as a 
harvest. By the thirteenth century or so, carols were associated 
with household celebrations. “Carol” comes from the Old French 
carula, meaning a circular dance. Carols weren’t for church, since 
the language of liturgy was Latin and the carols were in the com-
mon language. Their characteristic sound comes from medieval 
chord patterns, and they often have strong refrains for everyone to 
sing. Even in the churches of the Reformation, carols didn’t make 
it into church services until the 1870s or so, since there was a 
preference for psalms. Anglicans resisted popular carols; most of 
our beloved carols came via the Methodists, an offshoot of the 
Church of England. The Catholic Church generally didn’t admit 
carols to liturgy either, but we didn’t make laws against them. 
     We are told that the beloved carol “Silent Night” comes from 
Catholic Austria and a harried parish music director. Joseph 
Mohr, the priest of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf, had written the 
words in 1816, but offered them to his music director, Franz 
Gruber, when the church’s organ broke. Mohr asked him to write 
a melody that could be played on guitar as a prelude to Mass. 
Gruber finished the tune just hours before midnight Mass in 1818. 
The people were shocked to hear a guitar in church, but were 
charmed by the sweet lullaby. The church was swept away by a 
flood in the 1990s and the village later relocated, but the towns-
people have set up the “Silent Night Memorial Chapel” at the site. 
Today the carol is in print in some three hundred languages. How 
wonderful that the pipe organ broke on that night! 

Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Trust in God 
     On this final Sunday of Advent our scriptures focus on the 
historical birth of Jesus, who is son of David and Son of God, 
child and king, Jesus and Emmanuel. 
     Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, to allow God 
to offer him reassurance of the survival of the Davidic dynasty. 
The king hypocritically refuses to “tempt the Lඈඋൽ” in that way 
(Isaiah 7:12), but the prophet foretells the birth of a son, an heir 
to the throne, who will prove the Lord’s enduring protection of 
God’s chosen lineage on the throne of David. The child will be 
called Emmanuel. 
     Matthew’s reference to this history in his description of the 
birth of Jesus highlights the contrast between the faithless re-
fusal of trust shown by Ahaz, and the complete trust in God 
shown by Mary and Joseph in bringing about the birth of Jesus 
Christ.                                                                      © Copyright, J. S. 
Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     How many languages do you know? Most Americans might 
say they have a primary language, can follow the basics of anoth-
er encountered in school or in the workplace, and maybe know 
the barest elements of a third. Yet nearly everyone is fluent in 
languages of symbol and ritual, languages that transcend the spo-
ken word and may perhaps communicate more clearly. A dance, 
the delights of the table, the thrill of sport, the power of a paint-
ing, a shared silence on a surf‑washed beach or under a desert 
sky, a burst of delighted applause, all communicate without a 
single word. 
     Sacrament empowers fluency in these languages. A little girl 
returning from Mass where a baby had been baptized was asked 
to summarize her day thus far. “I went to church, and some 
little baby became my brother.” That’s far more accurate than 
the adult’s remark, “There was a baptism at Mass today.” When 
we celebrate sacrament, Christ is always calling us into deeper 
fluency with the languages beyond speech. Sacraments open 
our senses to the presence of God precisely so we can respond 
to the depth of that love more fully.  ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. 
Paluch Co. 

Christmas 
     A young mother, her eyes shining with fatigue, who is ar-
ranging her hair; a father who finds himself alone with his pret-
ty wife and baby, straightening the stable to make himself use-
ful in some way; shepherds who bring cheese and perhaps also 
some curdled milk; sheep who look at their shepherds while 
bleating; a donkey who is eyeing his manger changed into a 
cradle; an adorable swaddled baby whom one calls Savior, 
Christ and Lord: This is the manifestation of the goodness and 
the tenderness of God. This is the most fantastic birth in the 
history of humanity, the one which changed the face of the 
world! This is how far God humbled and compromised himself 
with us! This is Emmanuel!              ~ From God’s Word Is Our Joy, Vol. 1 

The True Meaning of Christmas 
     In his 1843 story “The Christmas Carol,” 
Charles Dickens explores the meaning of Christ-
mas through the eyes of a miserly old man, 
Ebenezer Scrooge. You know the story:  Scrooge 
hates Christmas. On Christmas Eve night he is 
visited by the ghosts of Christmas past, present, 
and future, who show Scrooge how he used to 
be, what he is missing now, and who he will 
become if he continues down his current path. 

These visits bring about a change in Scrooge’s hard heart, and 
he ends up being filled with the Christmas spirit.  
     Christmas is the day when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
the Christ. It marks the beginning of a two week period known 
as the Christmas season. It celebrates Jesus’ birth, his revela-
tion to the world (the Epiphany, the coming of the Magi bring-
ing gifts, from whose example we give gifts at Christmas), and 
ends with his Baptism. As the song “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” makes clear, we are to celebrate every day of the 
Christmas season, not just Christmas day. 
     But what exactly are we celebrating during this festive peri-
od? Let’s take a look.  
     Jesus Is the Light of the World: No one knows the exact 
date, month, or year of Jesus’ birth. We celebrate on December 
25 because the winter solstice—the longest night of the year—
has passed and we welcome the growing amount of daylight 
each day. For Christians, this is a sign of Jesus bringing the 
new light of salvation into the world. During the Christmas 
season we are reminded that we, too, are to bring the light of 
Christ into the world through our lives. 
     Generosity of Spirit: During the Christmas season we cele-
brate God’s generous gift to us, the Incarnation—God becom-
ing man in Jesus. No greater gift has ever been given, no great-
er display of a generous spirit is possible. God gives this gift to 
us freely, no strings attached, and with no expectation of repay-
ment. It is pure gift. That’s why gift giving is such a big part of 
the Christmas season: we are encouraged to develop this same 
generosity of spirit, giving to others freely because we want to 
give, and not because the gift is earned or expected. 
     Ultimately, this is the message at the heart of Dickens’ sto-
ry. Scrooge’s conversion experience changes his miserly heart. 
As we prepare for the Christmas season, perhaps we could ben-
efit from examining our own consciences—what the ghosts 
helped Scrooge to do—and see how we might change our own 
hearts so that we can better share the light of Christ with the 
world in a generous spirit. 

The True Meaning of Christmas by Daniel S. Mulhall 
©2007 RCL Publishing, LLC. All rights reserved. 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 
     “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.” So be-
gins Matthew’s narration of of Mary and Joseph’s first adven-
ture as husband and wife. The early Christians who were his 
audience must have been eager to hear the story of Jesus’ early 
years, and wondered if what they had heard about Mary was 
true. It must have been Mary who handed this story down to the 
apostles, which subsequently found itself in the scriptural can-
on. One would imagine that this was a rather private matter 
between Mary and Joseph, but so important that it needed to be 
shared later. It’s a tender and lovely story of a young couple in 
love and faced with a dilemma. 

Joseph was a Righteous Man 
     Today’s Gospel is one of only a few stories that mention 
Joseph. It is clear from these Gospel accounts that Joseph was a 
man of good character and also a loving man, not willing to 
harm Mary, even though it appeared that she had betrayed him 
in the most hurtful way. He could have denounced her publicly 
and she would have been stoned to death. But he did not want 
that to happen to her. Did he and Mary have a conversation 
about the Annunciation events, and could that conversation 
have made him more open to the dream in which the angel ap-
peared to him? 

In a Dream 
     Do we believe that our dreams hold meaning for our lives? 
Many psychologists say so, and yet we often dismiss what we 
have dreamed because our dreams may seem so far-fetched and 
implausible. If we paid attention to our dreams, and God re-
vealed something important to us, would we believe it? If 
something scary or evil occurred in a dream, would we just 
shake it off, or would we say a prayer to God to protect us from 
evil and know that God would never will bad things for us? 
     The Jews then, as today, looked for the Messiah to come. 
When the angel told Joseph that this child was conceived 
through the Holy Spirit, he readily believed that Mary would 
bear a son who would save people from their sins. They named 
him Jesus, which in Hebrew is “Yeshua.” It means “God 
saves.” Joseph was willing to believe that the prophecy from 
Isaiah, “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, / and they 
shall name him Emmanuel, / which means ‘God is with us’ ” 
would be fulfilled in his own life (Matthew 1:23). When he 
awoke, he did not shake off the dream, but acted on it in a way 
that would change his life, and would change the world. 
     In this season of waiting for the Messiah, we can dream of 
that time of the Reign of God to come, and we can believe that 
it will be fulfilled. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Emmanuel 
     On this last Sunday before Christ-
mas, we see that Jesus’ birth is the ful-
fillment of the promise of Emmanuel, 
“God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). The 
Gospel refers to the first reading from 
Isaiah. There we see the king of Judah, 
Ahaz, under attack by the kings of 
Aram and Israel. He wants to ask the 
Assyrians for help instead of relying on 
God. That’s why he says, “I will not 
tempt the Lord” (Isaiah 7:12). He is 
afraid to admit his lack of faith. So the 
weakness of Ahaz gives us the wonder-
ful prophecy of the birth of Jesus. 
Ahaz, of course, did not understand the 

full meaning of that prophecy. For him, the prophecy meant the 
destruction of Judah. 
     In the Gospel, Joseph also does not understand how Mary 
came to be pregnant. But unlike Ahaz, Joseph did have faith in 
God and the message of the angel. He took Mary as his wife 
and helped her through her pregnancy and in raising Jesus after-
wards. His faith in God kept Jesus from being murdered by 
Herod after the magi’s visit. 
     So now we have to choose whom to rely on. Do I act like 
Ahaz, relying on worldly powers, or like Joseph, who trusted 
the Lord? I would like to say that I trust in the Lord only. But if 
I look at my actions and priorities, I might be more like Ahaz 
than I want to admit. 
     How much time do I spend watching television (especially 
now that it’s in HD) compared to time in prayer? How much 
time do I spend reading the scriptures compared to the newspa-
per or magazines? How much do I spend on Christmas decora-
tions or gifts for my family, compared to what I give to the 
Church? If I really believe that “God is with us,” which is what 
Christmas is all about, how much of God can people see in my 
actions? 
     Maybe if we kept in mind that promise that God is with us—
in the baptism we received and the sacraments of the Church, 
and in the love of our spouse or parents—we could see how 
close God really is, and let others see in our actions that Jesus is 
Emmanuel. 

~ Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Love Now 
Let those love now 
who never lov’d before; 
let those who always lov’d 
now love the more. 

~ Anonymous 

Lord of All 
     Jesus Christ will be Lord of all, or he will not be Lord at all. 

~ St. Augustine 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2016 

They shall name him Emmanuel,  
which means “God is with us.”  

~ Matthew 1:23 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     The Bible offers us a rich variety of men and women who 
qualify as heroes, warriors, prophets, and wise men and women. 
And every so often it places before us a dreamer. Jacob had the 
first big dream, with that ladder connecting heaven and earth, 
bearing ascending and descending angels.   
     His son Joseph started off with dreams that put himself at the 
center, much to his brothers’ chagrin, but later he saved himself 
by interpreting the dreams of others, including Pharaoh. How-
ever, the most important dreamer of all was Joseph, spouse of 
Mary and foster father to Jesus.  
     Joseph was asked to live out his dream. “Do not be afraid to 
take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her,” he was told in a 
dream (Matthew 1:20). And not only that, he was to name the 
child Jesus, which means “God saves.” What all this cost him 
we don’t know. All we hear is that when he awoke from the 
dream, he did what had been asked and took Mary into his 
home. 
     That wasn’t the end of the dreams. “Joseph, take the mother 
and child into Egypt—Herod is trying to kill him.” “Joseph, 
take the mother and child out of Egypt—Herod is dead.” And 
Joseph did. Maybe once you begin to live God’s dream it gets 
easier. 
God’s dream is that we live in the world as God’s adopted and 
saved children, working to bring God’s peace and justice, mer-
cy and forgiveness into our world wherever they are needed. 

~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Emmanuel 
     To name someone or something means that we have a rela-
tionship with that entity. Family names identify us with our 
heritage; nicknames denote familiarity or a special bond. In the 
Old Testament, the meaning of a name ran deep. It identified 
one’s mission, even one’s very being. 
     The amazing name “Emmanuel” was first uttered by Isaiah 
as he described to the frightened King Ahaz the promised one 
who would come to redeem the people. Emmanuel is not a 
frightening philosophical name, such as Omnipotent, Omnisci-
ent, Almighty. It does not connote distance and transcendence. 
It does not generate reverential fear. The name Emmanuel im-
plies closeness and intimacy and compassion. Emmanuel is the 
name given to the one who is coming. It means “God is with 
us.” God is entrusted to the care of a virgin, who will bear this 
child. Only God would be so compassionate to draw so near, to 
be so available and vulnerable. Only God could love this well. 

                                                © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
Celia & Paul Gravador 

 

 

 

  

Sto. Niño 
Devotion 

(every Friday 
after the 

12:10 p.m. Mass) 

Judy Labaria 
Alma Raymundo 

Cathy Bohol 
Sheila Montemayor 

Anonymous 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Devotion 
(every Tuesday 

after the 
12:10 Mass) 

Raya & Gamboa 
Families 

Saint 
Joseph 

 
Feast Day 
March 19 

Xenia Villamejor 

San  Lorenzo Ruiz          
First                

Filipino Saint      
(Sep 28) 

Fe Macatangay  
Jeanette Chafe 

John & Gemma O’Donnell 
Evelyn Grande 
Mely Saavedra 

OUR  
LADY 

OF   
FATIMA 

 

Pray the     
rosary 

Sacred 
Heart 

 
First Friday   

Schedule 
 

4pm Holy Hour 
5:15 Mass 



 

 

  

 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

St. Pedro Calungsod 
2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 

ltÑ YtÅ|Äç 

 
Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 
 
 

Feast Day 
December 12 

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa 
Family, 

 

Romeo & Antonina Real Family, 

 

Dan & Annie Lacap Family, 

 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan, 

 

Vida Ventura, 

 

Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 


