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November 16, 2025 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sing praise to the Lord with the harp,  

with the harp and melodious song. ~ Psalm 98:5 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

November 16, 2025 



Please Pray for Pope Francis’  Intention for November 
 

Pope’s Intention: For the prevention of suicide. Let us pray that those who are struggling 
with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their communi-
ty, and be open to the beauty of life.  

November 16, 2025 ~ Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 
Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-9; 2 Thes 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-19 

     Jesus teaches that his disciples will be persecuted as a necessary prelude to the parousia. Through their perseverance (3), they will 
emerge victorious (1) when the Lord comes again (Ps). As we await the Day, let us conscientiously fulfill our Christian obligations 
(2). 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

AAA Update 
(as of 04 November 2025) 

The End of Days 
     As we prepare for next Sunday’s feast of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, we hear descriptions of dire and 
catastrophic events. Sometimes it seems as though we ourselves 
are living in the end times, when life as we currently know it 
will cease for everyone. In answer to what must have been a 
fearful question, Jesus does not sugarcoat his foretelling of fu-
ture days. Nor does the Old Testament prophet Malachi flinch 
from his pronouncements upon an evil world. Saint Paul, still 
writing to the Thessalonians, warns them prophetically against 
succumbing to “The End Is Near” syndrome—indolence in the 
face of the final days. However, both Jesus and Malachi speak 
of the recompense for living a just life—healing and vindica-
tion. Our Psalm 98, typically associated with Christmastime, 
helps us to rejoice for the King who is coming to rule with jus-
tice. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     We are faced with strong and disturbing readings today that 
hold a certain fascination, since they seem at first glance to be 
blueprints for future inevitable wars and hardship. A fundamen-
talist interpretation focuses on this aspect. Yet we hear them at 
our Sunday celebration of the Eucharist, which infuses them 
with hope and optimism. Rather than dreading the future, to-
day’s liturgy assures us that God is with us in all of life’s inevi-
table trials, and that we have a role in shaping the outcome of 
human history. Occasionally, some Christians have attempted 
to decode these readings for an exact measure of the world’s 
end, but they have thus far been disappointed. 
     “Nothing lasts forever” is a lyric from a Broadway show. 
Stars fall from the sky, leaves wither and fall, mountains wash 
into the sea, human projects and governments totter and col-
lapse with great regularity. Today’s liturgy opposes this idea as 
incomplete, reminding us that Christ has made a permanent 
change in human history, and that life in him is life forever. 
Rather than inviting us to throw in the towel, today’s liturgy 
strengthens us for acts of goodness and grace in our families, 
communities, and world. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

This Week’s Special Collection 

     The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development 
(CCHD) works to be a 
voice of hope for those on 
the margins of society who 
experience the realities of 
living in poverty. CCHD 
supports programs to heal 
the wounds of crime and 
violence, advocate for 
more just policies, protect 

God’s creation, and develop strong communities. Your dona-
tion to CCHD will help build a society where all have a voice 
and all know their inherent dignity. 
     The Catholic Campaign for Human Development funds pro-
grams in communities across the United States. By giving a 
hand up, rather than a handout, CCHD helps people living in 
poverty join together to identify problems, make decisions, and 
find ways to improve their lives and neighborhoods. 
     Your support helps to end poverty through building solidari-
ty in our communities. Working together, we can reach out to 
our brothers and sisters living on the periphery of society. 
Please visit www.povertyusa.org for more details of CCHD’s 
efforts to spread Christ’s love by helping to break the cycle of 
poverty in your community and across the country. 

Saint of the Week 

Cecilia or Cecily, † 3rd (?)c.; known for 
her legendary Passio, a poem which exalts 
Christian virginity; mentioned in the Ro-
man Canon; patroness of sacred music 
because of the song of God in her heart; In 
the fifth century a basilica dedicated to her 
was erected at Rome.  From that time de-
votion to her spread, largely owing to ac-
counts of her sufferings.  She is praised as 
the most perfect model of the Christian 
woman because of her virginity and the 

martyrdom which she suffered for love of Christ. 



Sponsors Needed For the 
9-Day Misa de Gallo 

December 16 - 24, 2025 at 6:00 a.m. 
     As the liturgical year winds down with Ad-
vent right around the corner, we are looking 
for kind-hearted and generous people who 
would like to share some of their God-given 
blessings by sponsoring one of the pre-dawn 
Misa de Gallo Masses.  Donations will go to-

ward the festive and joyful fellowship each day featuring hot 
refreshments.  Please bring your contribution to the office or 
give it to one of the parish staff by Friday, December 12th, so 
your donation may be acknowledged in the Misa de Gallo pro-
gram.  Thank you for sharing the joy of your blessings and 
your Christmas spirit with your fellow parishioners!! 

Prayer of the Week 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, 
the constant gladness of being devoted to you, 
for it is full and lasting happiness 
to serve with constancy 
the author of all that is good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
How can I increase my devotion to serving God? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

Parol Making Workshops 
     At Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 

(701 Mission Street) 
and Bayanihan Community Center 

(1010 Mission Street) in San Francisco. 
     Want to learn how to make 
your own parol, the Filipino 
lantern symbolizing hope, 
peace, and community? Join 
the SOMA Pilipinas’ Parol-
Making Workshops at the 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA) and other participat-
ing locations! 
     Note: The December 6 & 7 workshops will be held at the 
Bayanihan Community Center (1010 Mission St, San Francis-
co, CA 94103). 

Workshops are free, family-friendly, and open to all! 
Parol Kits: 

Suggested donation: $20 per kit 
($10 for seniors or youth 18 & under). 

Limit one per person. 
Please arrive 15 minutes early to check in. 

     Bring your parol to the 23rd Annual Parol Lantern Festival 
on Saturday, December 13th at YBCA and be part of this beau-
tiful community tradition! 
     Health & Safety: Masks are strongly recommended, and we 
encourage participants to take a COVID test before attending. 

Parol Workshop Schedule: 
YBCA Workshops (701 Mission Street, SF):  

• Sunday, November 2: 12–4 PM  
• Sunday, November 9: 12–4 PM  

• Sunday, November 16: 12–4 PM 
• Saturday, November 22: 12–4 PM 
• Sunday, November 23: 12–4 PM 
• Thursday, December 4: 4–8 PM 

Bayanihan Community Center Workshops 
(1010 Mission St. SF):  

• Saturday, December 6: 12–4 PM  
• Sunday, December 7: 12–4 PM 

Come early, bring friends, and take part in a creative, heart-
warming tradition that connects generations. 
Sign up now to reserve your spot: bit.ly/2025parolworkshop 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — For those who fear the name of the Lord, the 
sun of justice will arise (Malachi 3:19-20a). 
Psalm — The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice 
(Psalm 98). 
Second Reading — Those who are living in idleness are urged 
to earn their own living (2 Thessalonians 3:7-12). 
Gospel — Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem, the per-
secution of his followers (Luke 21:5-19). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-3; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1,20-31; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37,52-59; Lk 19:4-48 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 2:27-40 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 12:1-5; Col 1:12-20; Lk 23:35-43 

Saints & Special Observances 
Monday: optional memorial ~  
Tuesday: optional memorial ~ The Dedication of the Basilica of  

Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Tuesday: optional memorial ~  

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
Friday: Memorial ~ 

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday: Memorial ~ St. Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr  
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

Living God’s Word 
     Faith does not keep our worlds protected and whole. It does 
instill in us patient endurance by which, the Gospel reminds us, 
we will save our lives. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Resemblance 
     The dignity of resembling the Almighty is common to all 
people; we should then love them all as ourselves, as living 
images of the Deity. It is in this that we belong to God. 

~ St. Francis de Sales 

Living Stewardship Now 
     Read the biography of a saint—Saint Thérèse’s autobiog-
raphy, Story of a Soul, is only one example—and see what you 
can imitate to be a better disciple of the Lord  

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 

Mass Intentions for Nov 09 - 15 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
16 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI All The Parishioners Of St. Patrick 
† Ana Hebe Hernandez 
† Asterio A. Navasca 
† Conception Vitalis 
† Fernando Rodriguez Tenerio 

 
 

Monday 
17 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Pomciano Mauricio 
BD Maricar Aspiras 
SI Evelyn Bird 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
18 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
20 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
† Melita Amper 
SI Sandra Cea 

 
 

Friday 
21 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Kaiser Permanentese,4Center & Oncology 
† Pedro & Maria Dimapasoc 
SI Derrick Chang 

 
 

Saturday 
22 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Felix Chang 
BD Ryan & Brian Wilkom 
SI Dan & Katya Coming 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

SI Maria Bravo 
BD Alda Capistrano 
SI Mercedita Cadiz 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
19 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI MC Canlas 
SI John & Judith Casper 
SI Beverly Lynn Bolinger 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only con-

tent, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Diaconate Formation 
Informational Evenings 

     The Office of Formation for the Permanent Diaconate will 
hold Informational Evenings for men considering the possibility 
of serving the Church as Permanent Deacons. The evening will 
include discussion of the ministry of the Deacon in the Church, 
the Formation program and the application process. Please join 
us. 

 

Deacon Fred Totah, Director of Diaconate Formation 
Deacon Arthur Sanchez, Director of Permanent Diaconate 

 

Who should attend?  
     Single and married men between the ages of 30 and 60 may 
apply for the program and are invited to the evening. However, 
married applicants must be married at least five years. All mar-
ried applicants need the complete support of their wives in or-
der to pursue the program; therefore, wives are encouraged to 
attend. 

 

Dates: 
Wednesday, January 07, 2026 

St. Raphael Church 
1104 5th Avenue 

San Rafael, CA 94901 

 

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
Archdioceses of San Francisco 

One Peter Yorke Way 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
325 Marine View Avenue 

Belmont, CA 94002 

 

Time: 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 

Diaconate Formation Office 
Deacon Fred Totah, 

Director of Diaconate Formation 
Phone: 415-614-5615 

Email: totah.fred@sfarch.org 

Bible Truth 
     What you bring away from the Bible depends to some extent 
on what you carry to it. 

~ Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 16, 2025 

Sing praise to the Lord with the harp,  
 with the harp and melodious song.                  ~ Psalm 98:5 

Thirty-third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

November 16, 2025 
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Life is Hard, But Have No Fear 
     Today’s readings take a fearless look at reality and reach a 
conclusion that we all know: life is hard. The prophet Malachi 
preaches fire and brimstone, warning us that evildoers will per-
ish in flames. Saint Paul offers his own warning to the Thessa-
lonians: keep busy, but never become a busybody. He reminds 
Christians that the apostles themselves worked in “toil and 
drudgery” as a model for how we ought to contribute to our 
community. The Gospel returns to the apocalyptic tone of Mala-
chi, describing the utter chaos of the end-times. We will know 
the end is near when violence, catastrophe, and hatred dominate 
the earth. But we must not fear! God’s saving plan brings peace 
to our hearts. Malachi speaks of the sun’s “healing rays,” and 
Jesus himself promises to protect every hair on our heads. 

                                                       © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Today’s readings take a fearless look at reality and reach a 
conclusion that we all know: life is hard. The prophet Malachi 
preaches fire and brimstone, warning us that evildoers will per-
ish in flames. Saint Paul offers his own warning to the Thessa-
lonians: keep busy, but never become a busybody. He reminds 
Christians that the apostles themselves worked in “toil and 
drudgery” as a model for how we ought to contribute to our 
community. The Gospel returns to the apocalyptic tone of Mal-
achi, describing the utter chaos of the end-times. We will know 
the end is near when violence, catastrophe, and hatred dominate 
the earth. But we must not fear! God’s saving plan brings peace 
to our hearts. Malachi speaks of the sun’s “healing rays,” and 
Jesus himself promises to protect every hair on our heads. 

Hot Enough For You? 

     The reading from Malachi today consists of only two sen-
tences. The first sentence describes the fire of God’s justice, 
“blazing like an oven,” incinerating sinners. “But for you who 
fear my name,” the next sentence explains, “there will arise the 
sun of justice with its healing rays.” One single element—
heat—has vastly different effects. God’s intense, fiery justice 
burns those who reject it, but offers healing warmth to those 
who long for God. 
     Saint Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians suggests that busy-
ness can have similarly opposite effects. Rigorous work can be 
helpful or harmful, depending on what’s in our hearts. Are we 
building people up in our work, or tearing them down? 
“Minding the business of others” might involve jealous 
thoughts and unhelpful desires to look better than others. Ideal-
ly, we tend to our work out of love for family and the wider 
community. 

The Gospel Truth 
     Even our love of life could harm us or help us, depending on 
what we’re living for.  Luke’s Gospel today describes wars, 
disasters, and persecution. In desperate times like those that 
Jesus identifies, our instinct is to save ourselves. If we cling to 
this life too frantically, we might lie or offer false testimony to 
avoid religious persecution. Jesus calls us to a different way: 
tell the truth. Proclaim faith in Jesus, even in terrible times or 
awkward situations. At work, among friends, at the ballot box, 
on weekends, and yes, even in the face of death, we are asked 
to show clearly that we believe in the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus knows the risk involved in our witness: we will be 
hated. Even so, we cling to Christ. “By your perseverance,” 
Jesus promises, “you will secure your lives.” Our souls are 
more precious than a comfortable life or extravagant wealth. 
Jesus died to save our souls. He will never abandon us. He al-
ways provides exactly what we need. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

No Good Deed Goes Unpunished 
     When Jesus rose from the dead, he 
showed his disciples that even death 
will be overcome by God. In today’s 
Gospel, he expands that to include most 
of the bad things that can happen to both 
non-believers and disciples alike. 
     Starting with the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem, Jesus mentions 

most of the scary things that people thought would bring the end 
of the world. He gives two pieces of advice. First, don’t be 
fooled by anyone who says this is the end or who claims to be 
Jesus. When Jesus comes again, there will be no doubt about 
who it is. You won’t have to learn about it on the evening news. 
Then, don’t be terrified by natural disasters or wars. Wars, epi-
demics, earthquakes, and the rest happen throughout history and 
will happen again. 
     As disciples, we hope we would respond to disasters not with 
fear, but with love. Believers can voluntarily help those affect-
ed, comfort the survivors, or help rebuild their homes or 
schools. You may choose to give at a blood drive or donate to 
one of the charities that help disaster victims. People have wel-
comed strangers into their homes after a flood or hurricane has 
destroyed a neighborhood. 
     There is a saying that “no good deed goes unpunished.” Je-
sus never says that his disciples would be given awards for their 
acts of charity. In the second half of the Gospel, he says that his 
disciples would be persecuted, hated, and even betrayed by their 
own families. Jesus has advice for that situation, too. He pre-
sents it as an opportunity to give testimony, or witness, to our 
faith. His advice sounds strange at first. Unlike a modern law-
yer, who practices with a witness before they go into the court-
room, Jesus tells us “not to prepare your defense,” but to let him 
give us the words. I suspect that he means not to worry about 
what you might say, lest you become scared speechless. If you 
let him, Jesus will “prepare” you with the scripture readings, 
your pastor’s homilies, and your own prayer life. All of these 
can help open us to the gifts of the Spirit, who helps us proclaim 
our faith without fear. 

~ Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



November Prayers 
During November, the Church celebrates the communion of 
saints, intercedes for those who have died and prepares to wel-
come the one St. Francis called “Sister Death.”  This prayer is 
appropriate all through November… 

 
Into your hands, O Lord, 
we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. 
In this life you embraced them with your tender love; 
deliver them now from every evil 
and bid them eternal rest. 
The old order has passed away: 
welcome them then into paradise, 
where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor pain, 
but the fullness of peace and joy 
with your Son and the Holy Spirit 
for ever and ever. 
R: Amen. 
O Lord, support us all the day long, 
until the shadows lengthen, 
and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, 
and our work is done. 
Then in your mercy, 
grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, 
and peace at the last. 

~ Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman 
from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

Peace 
     First keep the peace within yourself, then you can also bring 
peace to others 

~ Thomas à Kempis 

God’s Healing Justice 
     An old expression holds that the sun-warmed stone heals. 
Perhaps. But Malachi explains that only dark, sunless days are 
in store for those who do not find a place for God in their lives. 
Conversely, he tells us that the warmth and light of God’s heal-
ing justice await those who fear the Lord. That’s a pretty com-
forting notion—especially now in the already short and growing 
even shorter days of November. It’s the sun-warmed stone, and 
then some. 
     Paul speaks to us of justice as well, but points out that it is 
not a passive thing. To be treated justly, we need to do our fair 
share. If we are diligent and persevere we will be rewarded with 
and by the fruits of our labor. Lastly, Luke, too, tells us to per-
severe—in faith, this time—and our lives will be secure in God 
regardless of how we are treated by our enemies. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     With Thanksgiving approaching, we think of the quest of the 
Puritans who arrived on the Mayflower from their first exile in 
Leyden, Holland. Like the Catholics of England, they were reli-
gious dissenters who suffered penalties for not participating in 
the worship life of the established church. The Catholics estab-
lished monasteries, schools, and convents on the continent to 
assure the vigor of their faith’s intellectual and spiritual life. 
The Puritans fled to the tolerant Netherlands with similar hopes 
of preserving their way of life, but were unable to adapt to 
Dutch ways. 
     There were Catholics who made a similar colonial journey. 
The hero of the story is George Calvert, Lord Baltimore, the 
former Secretary of State of Britain and a Catholic. He pro-
posed that King Charles I establish a proprietary colony that he 
would own and rule, named Maryland in honor of the Catholic 
Queen Henrietta Maria. George Calvert died unexpectedly in 
the midst of this project, but his son Cecil faithfully carried out 
his father’s wishes. Maryland became a symbol of freedom for 
wealthy recusant English families, as well as for the poor who 
held to the Catholic faith despite great hardship. From the start, 
the colony was open to Protestants and Catholics equally, and 
the seeds of the religious freedom so dear to the American spirit 
were sown with the first colonists in 1634. 

Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Saints Rose Philippine Duchesne 
(1769-1852)  

November 18 
     Pope Benedict once declared himself struck by how remarka-
bly diverse our American saints are—some native born: Mother 
Seton, Katherine Drexel, Kateri Tekakwitha; most, like many 
Catholics today, immigrants: Padre Serra, Bishop Neumann, 
Mother Cabrini, Rose Philippine Duchesne. When the French 
Revolution that dispersed her convent ended, Rose joined the 
Religious of the Sacred Heart, volunteering for their United 
States mission, opening the first free school west of the Missis-
sippi. Only after lengthy service as Superior did Rose—now 
seventy-one—realize her life’s dream, undertaking a mission 
among the Potawatomi Indians. When some worried about her 
advanced age and failing health, the Jesuit mission leader over-
ruled them: “She must come! She may not be able to do much 
work, but she’ll bring the mission success by praying for us!” 
Frustrated by her inability to learn their languages, Rose never-
theless “spoke” to the Native Americans by her prayerful pres-
ence before the tabernacle. “Quah-kah-ka-num-ad,” they named 
her, “Woman-Who-Prays-Always”—their way of bestowing the 
title the Church would later make official: saint! 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

The Little Way 
     In a life of only twenty-four years, cut short by tuberculosis, 
Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face—often 
known as The Little Flower—showed us a life of dedicated 
discipleship that any of us can imitate. From the age of 15 she 
lived in the obscurity of a convent in Lisieux, in northern 
France, communicating the unfolding of her spiritual life in a 
series of short books and letters. Her writing is in the style of 
her times, and some have dismissed it as cloying and senti-
mental. Yet she blazed with such love that she has influenced 
thousands in the century since her death. Thérèse focused on 
what she called “the little way,” a manner of serving God by a 
persistent endeavor in the details of everyday life. This included 
the difficult task of accepting all work that came her way and 
attempting to love the community of her sisters in religious life. 
That was no easier for her as a cloistered nun than it is for us in 
our families, communities, and workplaces. She experienced 
times where she could not pray and suffered greatly as her ill-
ness progressed. Yet she persevered in this “little way” to such 
an extent that, in an unusually short time after her death, she 
was canonized and then declared a doctor of the Church, the 
youngest of only thirty-three saints ever given that title and 
only one of three women—the others are Saint Teresa of Ávila 
and Saint Catherine of Siena. Most importantly, especially in 
the light of today’s scripture readings, Saint Thérèse always had 
a firm hope of heaven and saw it as a seamless transition from 
the pilgrimage of faith here on earth. She even said, “I will 
spend my heaven doing good on earth.”  

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved 



Self-Portrait 
     Every job is a self-portrait of the person who did it. Auto-
graph your work with quality.                                       

~ Anonymous 

Not Watching for the Second Coming 
     As we near the end of the Church year, the scriptures become 
more urgent. Both the prophet Malachi and Jesus in the Gospel 
according to Luke offer graphic pictures of a terrible future. But we 
are missing the message if we use these passages to speculate 
about when the world will end. The troubles predicted have al-
ready occurred, and then some. In the last century alone we have 
seen devastation beyond anything the ancient prophets could have 
imagined. 
     We weren’t given these passages to strike fear in our hearts, 
but faith. The sun of justice will rise, Malachi assures us, for 
those who are faithful. And Jesus promises, “By your persever-
ance you will secure your lives.” But it is Paul who brings the 
message down to earth. The Thessalonians were so sure that the 
end of the world was upon them, some of them had stopped 
working! Paul states his case clearly: “If anyone was unwilling to 
work, neither should that one eat.” We are not called to worry 
about how things will end, but to live today faithfully. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     Worlds do change. They come and they go. One day we 
simply stop climbing up on our mother’s or father’s lap. Or we 
quit reading comic books, or put away our Barbies®, or we 
begin to notice beauty. It happens more than once in a lifetime. 
We pass the exam and get our driver’s license, and in a moment 
all of childhood’s boundaries crumble. We graduate from 
school and our days become our own, sometimes frighteningly 
so. We move away from home and realize we can no longer 
return, not to the way it once was. And while we think all those 
moments are of our own doing, in truth they are not, none of 
them. They come upon us as does November out of autumn, 
and frequently just as bleak. The temples of our lives that we’ve 
adorned not only with precious stones but also with precious 
memories and treasured ways, are always being torn down 
without one stone left upon another. And no one ever asks our 
permission. 
     The new worlds we fear the most, however, are not the ones 
that change our outer landscapes so much as the ones that can 
reshape our inner landscapes. For believers, for those who live 
by the ways of Jesus, it is faith that offers us the willingness to 
trust and the courage to continue on. Jesus’ vision can become 
the one still point in our ever-changing world, or the one source 
of life and love when all else is collapsing. 

~ Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis  
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Persevere in our Daily Work 
     In our world and culture, where hard work is valued so 
much (we even give over a whole day on the civic calendar to 
celebrate labor) and our “busyness” seems to escalate continu-
ally, Paul’s admonitions to the Thessalonians seem a bit obvi-
ous. But even in our lives today, when we have more and more 
devices to save time, and still seem to have less and less of it, 
people yet find ways to be busybodies in the midst of all their 
busy-ness. In Paul’s day, some members of the Christian com-
munity were being idle because they knew the Lord was return-
ing in glory very soon. Why bother to work? So they turned 
their attention to meddling in the lives of others. Theirs was a 
rather complacent “I’ve been saved” attitude in the face of the 
great tumult of the end times described by Malachi and Jesus in 
the Gospel. These days, we have no such potent notion of the 
Lord’s imminent return, but Paul’s message, which has an echo 
both in Malachi and Luke, is still pertinent for us. We must 
keep on doing our daily work, and persevere in it, consecrate it 
all to the Lord, and tend to being faithful until the time of his 
return. 
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When? When? When? 
     Biblical authors and characters are frustratingly elusive 
whenever we try to pin them down on the precise time of the 
end of the world. We tend to think that since it’s a scenario they 
love to describe in so much detail, and one about which they 
seem to have so much other information, that they’d be able to 
give us a date and time to put into our Day of the Lord planners. 
But, as much as the Holy Spirit has inspired them, they have not 
been given the precise chronology; that remains to be revealed 
by God and God alone. What may be most frustrating to us is 
not so much not having the clear-cut information, but rather the 
types of lives this lack of information calls us to lead. Malachi 
tells us the blazing day will come, but our only way to be saved 
by the healing sun of justice is to live in awe and fear of the 
Lord. Paul instructs us not to be idle, but to work for our place 
in the community awaiting Christ’s return. Jesus himself 
doesn’t give the day or time, but knows that those who follow 
him will have to persevere day by day, in steadfast and joyful 
hope. 

 

In God’s Time 

     It was a very strong component of Israel’s piety that the de-
struction of the Jerusalem temple would signal the end of the 
world. In Matthew’s and Mark’s presentation of today’s Gospel 
scene, Jesus leaves the temple to foretell its downfall; he makes 
the connection to Israel’s belief. In Luke, Jesus remains in the 
temple, predicting its downfall as one of many tribulations that 
the early Christian community will endure. This is a broader 
view of the end-times. Throughout history, many monumental 
buildings rose in splendor and fell violently. In our own day we 
have had some experience of this. Jesus seems to know the nat-
ural human reaction that when this happens to us, then surely it 
means the end of the world, even though the same thing has 
happened time and time again over the face of God’s earth and 
the course of centuries. We are reminded today that God’s plans 
are not tied to our architecture; God’s time is not bound by our 
calendars. Whoever says they are is a liar. What God’s own 
word calls us to do today is to persevere in faithful lives, until 
that day—whenever it may be, however it may happen—is ful-
filled. 

~ Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 





































USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      

Feast Day    
July 26 
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Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
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Fe Macatangay  
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John & Gemma O’Donnell 
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St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
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2
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 Filipino Saint (April 2) 
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of Guadalupe 
 

 

Feast Day 
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Romeo & Antonina Real Family, 

 

Dan & Annie Lacap Family, 

 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan, 

 

Vida Ventura, 

 

Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 


