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July 13, 2025 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Christ Jesus . . . is the head of the body, the church.  

~ Colossians 1:15, 18 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

JULY 13, 2025 



Please Pray for our Holy Father’s Intention for July 
 

Pope’s Intention: For formation in discernment. Let us pray that we might again learn how to dis-
cern, to know how to choose paths of life, and reject everything that leads us away from Christ and 
the Gospel. 

July 13, 2025 ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 

Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14,17,30-31,33-34,36-37; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 
     The great commandment of love is not something “mysterious” or “remote.” Indeed, it is “very near to us (1). Yet how difficult it 
is to fulfill, being neighbor to whomever is in need (3). But if we seek God (Ps), we must “go and do the same” (3), for we have 
been created in, for, and through Christ (2). 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Right Relationships 
     Our God is about relationships. In the first reading, Moses 
reminds the Israelites that the laws, which are already in their 
hearts, keep them in right relationship with the God who loves 
them so much that they always find forgiveness. Centuries later, 
along comes Jesus, whom Paul describes to the Colossians as 
“the image of the invisible God,” the very embodiment of this 
God of love. In his parable about the good Samaritan, Jesus 
explains how the law of love overrules the letter of the law. 
Instead of answering the question “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
demonstrates that it is not about who is worthy of being loved, 
but rather loving as God loves—about being neighbor, about 
being the good Samaritan. Jesus wants us to continue his work 
as images of this God of love by loving all people, even those 
who seem to be our enemies. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     On a summer day, with the windows open, we may hear the 
sound of church bells. Bells seem to have come into church life 
in Irish monasteries around the seventh century, and spread 
around the Christian world by Irish monks on missionary jour-
neys. By the eighth century, bells were standard equipment in 
even small parish churches. An ancient ceremony, once called 
the “baptism of the bells,” recognizes that the church bell has a 
voice to call people to awareness and summon them to worship, 
and even bestows a name on the bell. 
     In a world without clocks or watches, the bell had an indis-
pensable role. For calling monks in from the fields for prayer, 
or alerting far‑flung visitors, the bell’s voice was enhanced by 
hoisting it high into a tower. Soon it was learned that the sound 
of several bells clanging together in harmony imparted a sense 
of joy to great celebrations, and bell towers prospered, some 
chock full of bells. Different combinations of rings could indi-
cate a death, a Mass, a wedding, a fast day, the curfew at the 
end of day, and the Angelus. Before electricity, bell-ringing was 
hard work indeed: the biggest bell in the Catholic world, in Co-
logne, Germany, weighs twenty‑seven tons! There’s no substi-
tute for the resonant roar of a mighty bell; electric chimes are 
not eligible for blessing! 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Happiness 
     Since happiness is nothing else but the enjoyment of the 
Supreme good, and the Supreme good is above us, no one can 
be happy who does not rise above oneself.                

~ St. Bonaventure 

Prayer of the Week 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
O God, who show the light of your truth 
to those who go astray, 
so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess 
are accounted Christians 
the grace to reject whatever is contrary  
to the name of Christ 
and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
How do I live up to being called Christian? Are there ways that 
I can do better? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

God Is Everywhere 
     In everything, be it a thing sensed or a thing known, God is 
hidden within. 

~ St. Bonaventure 



Readings for the Week 

Monday: Ex 1:8-14,22; Mt 10:34-11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6,9-12; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:1-20; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10-12:14; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Mt 12:14-21 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Gn 18:1-10a; Ps 15:2-5; Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42 

Saints & Special Observances 
Monday: Memorial ~ St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
Tuesday: Memorial ~ 

St. Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday: optional memorial ~ Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Friday: optional memorial ~ St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — The word of the Lඈඋൽ is very near to you, 
already in your mouths and in your hearts 
(Deuteronomy 30:10-14). 
Psalm — Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live 
(Psalm 69) or Psalm 19. 
Second Reading — Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible 
God (Colossians 1:15-20). 
Gospel — The Samaritan traveler was moved with compassion 
at the sight of the man stripped and beaten by robbers 
(Luke 10:25-37). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680)  
July 14 

     Though the New York State Thruway runs close by the 
North American Martyrs’ Shrine, traffic’s roar never pierces 
the peace enveloping Auriesville—Ossernon to Native Ameri-
cans—in the lovely Mohawk Valley, where Kateri Tekakwitha 
was born barely ten years after the martyrdom of Isaac Jogues 
and his Jesuit and lay companions. Daughter of a Christian Al-
gonquin mother and non-Christian Mohawk chief, Kateri’s par-
ents died in a smallpox epidemic widely blamed on the mis-
sionaries. Moreover, many Native Americans had experienced 
exploitation at the hands of “Christian” traders and trappers, 
further discrediting the faith Kateri embraced in baptism, then 
pledged to live even more intensely in vowed virginity. Misun-
derstanding led to harassment, prompting her move to a Chris-
tian village farther north along the Saint Lawrence River. De-
spite this, Kateri’s faith remained undaunted, her selfless chari-
ty undiminished. Both before and after her death at twenty-four, 
this young “Lily of the Mohawks” drew countless converts to 
Christ by the fragrance of her goodness. Through us, does “the 
aroma of Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:15), attract others to the 
beauty of his gospel? 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 13, 2025 

Christ Jesus . . . is the head of the body,  
the church.  

~ Colossians 1:15, 18 

Living Stewardship Now 
     Declare one day a week “Random Acts of Kindness Day” 
and do things for people you don’t know or are reluctant to be 
involved with. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a mini-
mum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and financial 
information are safe with us. And we recommend that you use 
your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 91 Lifetime Donors as of 30 June 2025 

 

Mass Intentions for Jul 13 - 19 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
13 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Naomi Quioco 
† Fr. Anthony Mcguire 
† Rene Perez 
SI Lolita Ramos 

 
 

Monday 
14 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Alma Raymundo 
SI Cora Cuison 
SI Matthew Rothschild 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
15 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
17 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
SI Veronica Tayo 
SI Derek Tollitson 

 
 

Friday 
18 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Estela Sullivan 
† Emilio Alcafaras Villardo 
† William Cotter,Jr. 

 
 

Saturday 
19 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Msgr. Fred Bitanga 
† Jo Tjin Thoy 
SI Victoriano & Carmen Uchi & Family 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

† Enrica Abaoag 
† Ofelia Hall 
SI Concesa San Pedro 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only con-

tent, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
16 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Fr. Allan Jay Gavino 
† Carmen Ricafort 
† Carmen Villanueva 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 



 

Living God’s Word 
The good Samaritan doesn’t ask the victim, “Who did this to 
you?” or “Did you deserve it?” or “Can you pay me back?” Like 
Christ, the Samaritan reveals “the image of the invisible 
God” (Colossians 1:15) by treating the suffering person with 
compassionate mercy and healing his wounds, not counting the 
cost.  

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Fifteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

July 13, 2025 



Be Like the Samaritan 
     The parable in today’s Gospel is one of the best known of all 
the teachings of Jesus. The term “Good Samaritan” has been 
used to name various charitable organizations and is even the 
official name of one state’s emergency roadside assistance pro-
gram that helps stranded motorists. With the prevalence of the 
terminology used to describe various activities in our day, we 
might be led to forget the message of this Gospel passage. This 
man, this Samaritan, was the only one who offered the beaten 
man help. Samaritans, remember, were considered the lowest of 
the low in the time of Christ. A good Jewish person would not 
even have gone near a Samaritan for fear of being rendered 
impure. The Samaritan was motivated solely by the sense that 
the poor man needed help. He didn’t care about religious or 
social status. And Jesus’ message is that we are to do the same. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Those People 
     Today’s Gospel should trouble us more than it does, but we 
have heard it often. A man expert in religious law understands 
the two greatest commandments, but wants Jesus to define 
“neighbor.” Jesus conjures up some disturbing images. First, 
the violent attack on a traveler, so brutal that the man appears to 
be dead. Second, a priest and Levite come upon the victim. 
They carefully walk around his body, afraid of acquiring impu-
rity from the blood of a corpse, which would exclude them 
from the temple rituals for a while. Along comes the Samaritan. 
In Jesus’ time Jews and Samaritans despised and avoided each 
other. The Samaritans claimed to be the original children of 
Israel and worshiped God on Mount Gerizim, not in the Jerusa-
lem temple. The Samaritan goes close enough to see that the 
beaten man is alive and acts quickly to save him. Cleaning and 
covering the wounds, the Samaritan hauls this Jewish man onto 
his donkey and travels to the nearest inn, paying a substantial 
sum to ensure his extended care. The priest, the Levite, and the 
Samaritan all saw the beaten man, but the priest and the Levite 
saw him as a problem, whereas the Samaritan saw him as a 
person. The question we must ask ourselves is how quickly do 
we step forward to help someone who might cause us more 
trouble than we bargained for? Have we ever refrained from 
helping someone begging for food, saying silently, “If I give 
money they’ll only spend it on alcohol or drugs,” or “They 
could really get a job if they wanted to get off the street,” or 
perhaps “Those people are always wanting handouts”? Our 
neighbors include all “these people”—the ones whom Jesus 
insists that we love like ourselves. Let’s get started. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Go and Do Likewise 
     Miss Collins, the dean of students at Olympic High School, 
was past the point of scolding Matt, though she liked him very 
much. “Four detentions in two weeks are too many.” 
     Still Matt wouldn’t tell. It was only after Miss Collins went 
on a morning neighborhood patrol that she found out the real 
reason for Matt’s tardiness. Thump, thump, thump, came the 
wheelchair down the stairs. It was Matt, steadying Shawnetta as 
he helped lower her down the stairs and then push her to the 
corner bus stop. 
     “She’s a girl in my parish youth group,” Matt explained to 
Miss Collins. 
     There are many ways to describe Matt’s actions—a random 
act of kindness, making a difference one person at a time. Jesus 
would understand. When the lawyer correctly identified the 
good Samaritan as the one who had treated the injured man with 
compassion, Jesus said simply, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 
10:37). 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The first “presbyters” were advisers to the bishops rather 
than what we would call “priests,” yet by the year 1000 our pre-
sent-day understanding of the ordained priesthood is clearly in 
place. The Germanic influence was strong in those days, reflect-
ed in a series of questions posed to the candidate about his in-
tentions. 
     The priest’s role in the celebration of Mass had by then come 
to the fore, as the ritual notes that Mass vestments must be 
worn, the hands of the priest must be anointed with chrism, and 
a chalice with wine and water and a paten with a host must be 
given. Up to then, the ordination rite had stressed the presbyter 
as a collaborator with the bishop and a member of the order of 
presbyters. Then, in a not-so-subtle shift, the presbyter came to 
be seen as a “priest” designated to celebrate the Mass and, as the 
prayer suggests, to touch the chalice. By these days, remember, 
the cup had long vanished from Communion for the laity. A 
thousand years ago, today’s patterns were already in place. The 
priest no longer saw himself as a member of a council of elders, 
a presbytery, and in some dioceses he had little influence over 
the bishop. Instead, he was either a pastor, with relationship to 
the eucharistic community in the parish, or he was a priest 
monk, offering Mass for the salvation of the departed or the 
intentions of the living. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Revelation 
     In the Old Testament, the New Testament lies concealed; in 
the New Testament, the Old Testament lies revealed.  

~ St. Augustine 

Morning Glory 
     A morning-glory at my window satisfies me more than the 
metaphysics of books.                                                

~ Walt Whitman 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     The Old Testament reading from Deuteronomy praises God 
for inscribing the commandments in our very bodies. God’s 
law is not distant or foreign, but a natural part of us. In his let-
ter to the Colossians, Saint Paul echoes Moses, praising God 
for becoming one of us. The truly human, flesh-and-blood Je-
sus reminds us that God always wants to be recognizable and 
familiar to us. Jesus, who is also truly God, wants to be on inti-
mate terms with each of us. 
     God’s passionate desire to be known by us is almost too 
wonderful to take in. Luke’s Gospel helps us understand how to 
respond. The good Samaritan parable provides practical advice 
for those who believe in God’s intimate love for them and want 
to share that love with others. 

No Assembly Required! 
     Lots of people joke about do-it-yourself furniture stores 
whose products come in skinny boxes full of pre-cut lumber 
and tiny bags of hardware. The instructions inside often include 
confusing sketches and bewildering descriptions of how to ac-
complish each step. Many of us know the frustration of reach-
ing a critical stage in the assembly, only to discover that the 
hardware bag lacks the necessary screws. 
     Today’s readings boldly proclaim that God can never be a 
source of frustration like this. The heart God gives to each one 
of us comes fully equipped to know, love, and serve God to the 
best of our ability. God’s law is perfect, and God created us to 
know and follow the law. We come fully assembled—no miss-
ing pieces, no spare parts! 

Batteries Included 
     Moses tells us that God’s law is very near to us, already in 
our mouths and hearts—in our very DNA, we might say. But 
sometimes we feel lost, confused, and exhausted. Although 
God imprints the law in our hearts, we don’t always know con-
fidently how to behave in certain situations. And then there are 
the times when we probably do know the wisest, most loving 
course of action, but we make unhealthy choices. Jesus knows 
this, and loves us anyway. He tells us the parable of the good 
Samaritan to encourage us. 
     The scholar of the law questioning Jesus describes the Sa-
maritan as one who acts “with mercy.” He is a perceptive 
scholar, and Jesus approves of his responses. Like the scholar, 
we recognize goodness when we see it. But sometimes we push 
goodness to the margins of our lives, reserving it for Sundays 
or special occasions. God’s law, filled with goodness and mer-
cy, cannot be confined. During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we 
are reminded that our call is to act with mercy at all times, at 
home, in business, online, and in daily interactions with people 
we might not like all that much or who treat us badly. “Go and 
do likewise,” Jesus tells us. We can have complete confidence 
that Jesus will give us the strength we need. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Excuses, Excuses 
     If you get pulled over for speeding, 
you might have several excuses to use, 
but did you ever say that you didn’t 
know you had to obey the speed limit? 
As the saying goes, ignorance of the law 
is no excuse. That is what Moses is tell-
ing the people in the first reading. The 
laws of God are not difficult to under-

stand. Anyone with a conscience should be able to live with 
them. 
     By the time of Jesus, the scribes and Pharisees had added 
many more laws. The scholar who questioned Jesus about eter-
nal life knew what was important: loving God with all your be-
ing and loving your neighbor as yourself. If he had stopped 
there, he would have been all right. But by asking “Who is my 
neighbor?” he implied that there are limits to love. That’s why 
Jesus used the parable of the good Samaritan to show that love 
is as simple as helping someone in need. 
     Even today, we find people making excuses for not doing 
what God asks of us. We want someone else to interpret it for 
us, hoping they will find a loophole we can use to ignore God’s 
commands. We judge people who need help, saying they choose 
to be poor or homeless. We say that between work and family 
obligations, we have no time to give to the community. We sign 
our kids up for so many sports that we don’t even go to church 
on Sundays. We always have time to watch our favorite TV 
shows, but there’s never enough time for daily prayers. 
     Before you start beating yourself up with guilt, remember 
that God expects us to take care of our families, to spend time 
with our children, and even to take time to rest and relax. If we 
are willing to look at our lives and bring them to God, asking 
for guidance, we are making the first steps to keep God’s law of 
love. Even Jesus, whom Paul describes in the second reading as 
the image of God and source of all creation, had to die on the 
cross to show God’s love to the world. Jesus understands the 
difficult choices we make. Ask for his help and you shall re-
ceive. 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

     A vocation is a grace. By its nature it presupposes and re-
quires that a voice should be heard - the voice of the Father 
through Christ and in the Holy Spirit, the wonderful invitation: 
Come!~ Pope Paul VI 



Living God’s Commands 
     The first reading forms part of Moses’ farewell discourse, a 
call to the people to return to God. It is not a legalistic sum-
mons; rather, it is an appeal to heart and soul. It outlines a com-
mand that is not impossible to follow, or too difficult to under-
take, or too expensive. Look into your hearts, says Moses; there 
you will find what to do. 
     Paul sees Jesus Christ as the image of God, the agent of cre-
ation and preservation. We sense, in his words, things pro-
found: “dominions or principalities or powers.” But in the midst 
of that, Paul keeps his attention on Jesus Christ, head of the 
church. It is in Christ that we find fullness and reconciliation—
in the blood of the cross. 
     Luke’s Gospel illustrates the double commandment of love 
with the story of the Good Samaritan. The story is a radical one, 
for it comes to focus on the question of who my “neighbor” is. 
That neighbor is not identified with any group, but rather by the 
scope of our compassion. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     “Live and let live.” “Mind your own business.” “Leave well 
enough alone.” “It’s not your problem.” “Don’t get involved.” 
So goes the wisdom of the world, the law of the jungle. One of 
these sayings may come to mind when you see a car accident, a 
bum on the sidewalk, a competitor going bankrupt, a parent 
slapping a child, a teenage prostitute, a news story about illegal 
immigrants being deported. 
     We who have received the love of Christ are to live by a 
different law. It is “very near to you . . . in your hearts; you 
have only to carry it out” (Deuteronomy 30:14). We are to live 
in Christ’s love and let our neighbor experience that same life-
giving love. And yet, like the “scholar of the law” in today’s 
Gospel, we always try to define who is—or more precisely, 
who isn’t—our neighbor. There’s no escaping the message of 
this Gospel passage. Everyone we fear or despise, every victim, 
every outsider, every undeserving soul whom God loves, we 
are to “go and do likewise.”  

~ Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Traveling Angels 
     Two traveling angels stopped to spend the night in the home 
of a wealthy family. The family was rude and refused to let the 
angels stay in the mansion's guest room. Instead the angels were 
given a small space in the cold basement. As they made their 
bed on the hard floor, the older angel saw a hole in the wall and 
repaired it. When the younger angel asked why, the older angel 
replied, "Things aren't always what they seem."  
     The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very 
poor, but very hospitable farmer and his wife. After sharing 
what little food they had the couple let the angels sleep in their 
bed where they could have a good night's rest.  
When the sun came up the next morning the angels found the 
farmer and his wife in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had 
been their sole income, lay dead in the field.  
The younger angel was infuriated and asked the older angel, 
"How could you have let this happen? The first man had every-
thing, yet you helped him. The second family had little but was 
willing to share everything, and you let the cow die."  
"Things aren't always what they seem," the older angel replied. 
     “When we stayed in the basement of the mansion, I noticed 
there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner 
was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good 
fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn't find it."  
"Then last night as we slept in the farmers bed, the angel of 
death came for his wife. I gave him the cow instead. Things 
aren't always what they seem."  
     Sometimes that is exactly what happens when things don't 
turn out the way they should. If you have faith, you need to trust 
that the outcome has a purpose. You just might not know it until 
some time later...  

Do not neglect hospitality, 
for through it some have unknowingly 

entertained angels. (Heb 13:2) 



Eight Tips About the Canonical 
Arrangement of the New Testament  

to help you learn the correct order 
of the 27 NT books 

1. The 27 books of the New Testament are NOT listed in 
chronological order (the order in which they were written 
historically); several other principles were operative. 

2. The overall order begins with the life of Jesus (the four 
Gospels), then deals with the growth of the Christian 
Church (Acts, Letters, Epistles), and finally focuses on the 
Eschaton (the end of time, as described symbolically in the 
Book of Revelation). 

3. The four Gospels are listed in what was traditionally re-
garded as their chronological order (i.e., Matthew was 
thought to be the oldest Gospel); most scholars today, 
however, believe that Mark was the first written Gospel (or 
at least the oldest of the four canonical Gospels in their full 
versions, as we know them today). 

4. The Acts of the Apostles was originally the second volume 
of Luke's two-volume work; but when the four Gospels 
were grouped together, Acts was placed after John. 

5. The letters written by Paul (or at least attributed to him) 
are divided into two sub-groups: those written to commu-
nities and those addressed to individuals; within each sub-
group, the letters are arranged not in chronological order, 
but rather in decreasing order of length (more or less, alt-
hough Galatians is slightly shorter than Ephesians). 

6. The anonymous "Letter to the Hebrews" comes immedi-
ately after the Pauline letters because people used to think 
it was also written by Paul; it may have been written by 
one of his followers, but was almost certainly not written 
by Paul himself. 

7. The Catholic or General Epistles are also listed in decreas-
ing order of length, although letters attributed to the same 
apostle are grouped together. 

8. The Book of Revelation (singular! not "Revelations"!) 
closes out the New Testament canon, since it concludes 
with a description of the end of time (New Heavens, New 
Earth, New Jerusalem, etc.) 

 

Copyright © 1998--2006 by Felix Just, S.J. 
http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/NT_Canon.htm#Evangelists 

Ten Stages of New Testament  
Formation and Transmission  
with considerable chronological overlap, 

continuing down to today 

 

1. The Historical Jesus – words are spoken and deeds are 
performed by Jesus himself during his lifetime on earth. 

2. Oral Tradition – traditions and beliefs about Jesus are de-
veloped and passed on by early Christian communities. 

3. Written Sources – some of the miracles and/or sayings of 
Jesus are compiled and recorded in early written docu-
ments. 

4. Written Texts – individual letters, full Gospels, etc., are 
written with particular messages for particular situations. 

5. Distribution – some writings are copied and shared with 
other Christian communities throughout the Mediterranean. 

6. Collection – certain Christians begin collecting the letters 
of Paul and gathering together several different Gospels. 

7. Canonization – four Gospels, several collections of letters, 
and a few other texts are accepted as authoritative scrip-
tures. 

8. Translation – biblical texts are translated into other ancient 
and modern languages:  Latin, Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, 
etc. 

9. Interpretation – the meaning of the scriptures is investigat-
ed on various levels:  literal, spiritual, historical, social, etc. 

10. Application – communities and individuals use the NT for 
practical purposes:  liturgical, moral, sacramental, theologi-
cal, etc. 
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God Wants to Be Known 
     The Old Testament reading from Deuteronomy praises God 
for inscribing the commandments in our very bodies. God’s law 
is not distant or foreign, but a natural part of us. In his letter to 
the Colossians, Saint Paul echoes Moses, praising God for be-
coming one of us. The truly human, flesh-and-blood Jesus re-
minds us that God always wants to be recognizable and familiar 
to us. Jesus, who is also truly God, wants to be on intimate 
terms with each of us. 
   God’s passionate desire to be known by us is almost too won-
derful to take in. Luke’s Gospel helps us understand how to 
respond. The Good Samaritan parable provides practical advice 
for those who believe in God’s intimate love for them and want 
to share that love with others. 
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The Neighborhood Shack 
     Several years ago, a friend and I were walking through our 
neighborhood. One particular house in the neighborhood of 
neatly trimmed front yards and well-kept homes really stood 
out. In reality this house was a dilapidated shack. As we walked 
by, a woman from the neighborhood, someone we had never 
met, asked us if we could assist the couple who lived in this 
house. We agreed and were led to the rear of the house where 
we found the couple. They were quite elderly and obviously 
intoxicated. The man was yelling at his wife and berating her 
for having left the keys in the locked house. We asked if we 
could help and were told that there was a window in the front of 
the house that was unlocked. We got an old chair and posi-
tioned it under the window. When we opened the window, the 
stench that hit us was astounding. We were able to help the man 
into the open window, since he would not allow us in. He 
opened the front door, let his wife in, slammed the door shut, 
and closed the open window. 

Is Your Catholic “Showing”? 
     We asked the neighbor if she knew of anyone, a friend or 
relative, whom we could call to get these people some help. I 
will never forget her answer. She simply said, “What church do 
you two guys go to?” Was our Catholic “showing” that much? 
Each time I hear the parable of the Good Samaritan I think of 
this experience. We are all called to give assistance to those in 
need. I never realized it until that moment, but when we do so, 
our actions really do say something to those around us. Let’s 
take the time today to ask God to strengthen us in our efforts to 
help the poor and needy. 

~ Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Go and Do Likewise 
     Miss Collins, the dean of students at Olympic High School, 
was past the point of scolding Matt, though she liked him very 
much. “Four detentions in two weeks are too many.” 
     Still Matt wouldn’t tell. It was only after Miss Collins went 
on a morning neighborhood patrol that she found out the real 
reason for Matt’s tardiness. Thump, thump, thump, came the 
wheelchair down the stairs. It was Matt, steadying Shawnetta as 
he helped lower her down the stairs and then push her to the 
corner bus stop. 
     “She’s a girl in my parish youth group,” Matt explained to 
Miss Collins. 
     There are many ways to describe Matt’s actions—a random 
act of kindness, making a difference one person at a time. Jesus 
would understand. When the lawyer correctly identified the 
good Samaritan as the one who had treated the injured man 
with compassion, Jesus said simply, “Go and do like-
wise” (Luke 10:37). 
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Treasures From Our Tradition 

 

     The first “presbyters” were advisers to the bishops rather 
than what we would call “priests,” yet by the year 1000 our 
present-day understanding of the ordained priesthood is clearly 
in place. The Germanic influence was strong in those days, re-
flected in a series of questions posed to the candidate about his 
intentions. 
     The priest’s role in the celebration of Mass had by then 
come to the fore, as the ritual notes that Mass vestments must 
be worn, the hands of the priest must be anointed with chrism, 
and a chalice with wine and water and a paten with a host must 
be given. Up to then, the ordination rite had stressed the presby-
ter as a collaborator with the bishop and a member of the order 
of presbyters. Then, in a not-so-subtle shift, the presbyter came 
to be seen as a “priest” designated to celebrate the Mass and, as 
the prayer suggests, to touch the chalice. By these days, remem-
ber, the cup had long vanished from Communion for the laity. 
A thousand years ago, today’s patterns were already in place. 
The priest no longer saw himself as a member of a council of 
elders, a presbytery, and in some dioceses he had little influence 
over the bishop. Instead, he was either a pastor, with relation-
ship to the eucharistic community in the parish, or he was a 
priest monk, offering Mass for the salvation of the departed or 
the intentions of the living. 
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USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
Celia & Paul Gravador 

 

 

 

  

Sto. Niño 
Devotion 

(every Friday 
after the 

12:10 p.m. Mass) 

Alma Raymundo 
Judy Labaria 
Anonymous 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Devotion 
(every Tuesday 

after the 
12:10 Mass) 

Raya & Gamboa 
Families 

Saint 
Joseph 

 
Feast Day 
March 19 

Xenia Villamejor 

San  Lorenzo Ruiz          
First                

Filipino Saint      
(Sep 28) 

Fe Macatangay  
Jeanette Chafe 

OUR  
LADY 

OF   
FATIMA 

 

Pray the     
rosary 

Sacred 
Heart 

 
First Friday   

Schedule 
 

4pm Holy Hour 
5:15 Mass 



 

 

  

 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

St. Pedro Calungsod 
2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa 
Family, 

 

Romeo & Antonina Real Family, 

 

Dan & Annie Lacap Family, 

 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan, 

 

Vida Ventura, 

 

Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 

ltÑ YtÅ|Äç 

 
Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 
 
 

Feast Day 
December 12 


