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August 10, 2025 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our soul waits for the Lord,  

who is our help and our shield. ~ Psalm 33:20 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
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Please Pray for Pope Francis’  Intention for August 
 

Pope’s Intention: For mutual coexistence. Let us pray that societies where coexistence 
seems more difficult might not succumb to the temptation of confrontation for ethnic, po-
litical, religious, or ideological reasons.  

August 10, 2025 ~ Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 

Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1,12,18-22; Heb 11:1-2,8-19 or 11:1-2,8-12; Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40 
     The author of Wisdom speaks of “that night” of exodus from bondage in Egypt (1) when the Lord delivered his chosen people 
from death (Ps). The Lord will come again, perhaps in the midst of night. Let us be prepared for his return (3). As we walk in dark-
ness, our journey to our heavenly homeland is illuminated by faith (2). 

Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Holy Day of Obligation 
     Friday, August 15th, The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, is a HOLY DAY OF OB-
LIGATION in the United States. The Mass 
schedule here at St. Patrick will be the same as 
on a regular weekday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 
and 5:15 p.m. plus the Vigil Mass on Thursday 
at 5:15 p.m. 

Faith 
     Our readings today explore how faith begins and how faith 
works. Faith begins with God’s initiative of love, together with 
God’s promise about the future. The passage from Hebrews 
urges readers to have an assured confidence in God, who prom-
ised and delivered a lasting legacy to Abraham. The book of 
Wisdom reminds readers of the God who promised and deliv-
ered freedom from slavery during the Exodus. In the Gospel 
passage from Luke, Jesus begins with the promise that “your 
Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom,” before describing 
how to live faithfully during times when God seems absent. 
God’s promises mean that God is fully invested in our future. 
Living in these promises, we can confidently let go of fear and 
insecurity. We can anticipate that when God intervenes in our 
lives, it will be for our benefit. And we can become God’s part-
ners in fulfilling these divine promises. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The wonderful diversity of life and worship among Roman 
Catholics of East and West is an example of God writing 
straight with crooked lines. The steady hand of the villainous 
Emperor Diocletian drew a line across Europe and Africa that 
split the empire in two, and for the most part determined how 
Christians would worship two thousand years later. 
     Italy’s heel and the far northern city of Trieste fell on the 
Eastern side, and have had a form of Eastern liturgy ever since. 
Constantinople, which soon became the seat of the Roman Em-
pire, became a base for Christianizing the East up to Russia and 
Poland. Poland was on the Eastern side, but a series of wars and 
medieval mayhem pushed the religious boundary back to the 
Ukraine, and Poland remains an outpost of the Latin Church to 
this day. 
     An old rule of thumb declared that whatever religion was 
observed by the local prince, the people had to follow. This 
gave rise to persecution and migration as people sought tolera-
tion for their expressions of faith. In the United States, we are 
accustomed to peaceful collaboration among Christians of East 
and West, a situation that challenges churches that still feel the 
pinch of age-old division. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Be Not Deceived 
     Do not be disturbed by the clamor of this world, which pass-
es like a shadow. Do not let the false delights of a deceptive 
world deceive you. 

~ St. Clare 

Not Easy 
     Faith makes all things possible—it does not make them easy.                                                                                        

~ Anonymous 

Mission Appeal 
     As part of the Archdiocesan Mis-
sionary Cooperation Plan, Reverend 
Joseph Glynn, CSSp, will visit St. 
Patrick Church on August 16-17, 

2025 to speak about the missionary work of the Church and in 
particular that of the Spiritans (officially Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit and Holy Ghost Fathers of Ireland). 
To learn more about the Spiritans, please visit their website at 
www.spiritans.org. 
     This visit is part of a national program in which annually a 
representative of one of the missionary groups visits parishes of 
the Archdiocese to invite parishioners to share in the mission 
work of the universal Church. The Spiritans are an international 
religious order engaged in a wide range of missionary activities 
in over 60 countries throughout the world and across in the 
United States. This weekend's missionary, Fr. Joe, is a mission-
ary priest from Ireland. 
     When Jesus said: "You shall witness to me in Jerusalem and 
in Samaria and to the ends of the earth", He made the spread of 
the Gospel an essential part of our Catholic life. 
     If you are able, please place your donation in the second 
collection basket next week. 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 10, 2025 

Our soul waits for the Lඈඋൽ,  
 who is our help and our shield.  

~ Psalm 33:20 



Religious Education Classes 
     The staff and catechists of St. Patrick Church are dedicated 
to helping your children grow in faith and be closer to God.  As 
parents, you are the primary educators of your children and are 
their best teachers.  Your children learn the most from the ex-
ample you set when you pray together and actively participate 
in Mass and the sacraments as a family. 
     Our Religious Education Program is designed to assist you in 
the faith formation of your children.  Enroll your child after all 
Masses every Sunday in August. First-time students must pro-
vide a valid baptismal certificate. Classes begin on Saturday, 
September 6th and run through May. Class hours are from 10:00 
- 11:00 a.m. 

Are You Someone or 
Do You Know Someone Who… 

 ...has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
 ...has a child over the age of seven who has not been bap-

tized? 
 ...was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated 

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 
     The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is an 
opportunity for you to come together in a small group to learn 
more about the Catholic faith. Sessions focus on the teachings 
and experience of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during 
the Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the process 
with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a 
warm accepting setting. For information please contact the par-
ish office during normal business hours. 

Prayer of the Week 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Almighty ever-living God, 
whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Father, 
bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, 
that we may merit to enter into the inheritance 
which you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
What does it mean to be an adopted son or daughter of the Fa-
ther? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — Your ancestors waited in faith and courage 
for God’s promised summons (Wisdom 18:6-9). 
Psalm — Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own 
(Psalm 33). 
Second Reading — By faith Abraham sojourned in the prom-
ised land (Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 [1-2, 8-12]). 
Gospel — You do not know the day nor the hour when the Son 
of Man will appear (Luke 12:32-48 [35-40]). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: Dt 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: Dt 31:1-8; Mt 18:1-5,10,12-14 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a,11,13-17; Mt 18:21-19:1 

~ Vigil Mass of the Assumption ~ 
1 Chr 15:3-4,15-16;16:1-2; 1 Cor 15:54b-67; Lk 11:27-28 

FRIDAY: 
Rv 11:19a;12:1-6a,10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56  

Saturday: Jos 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jer 38:4-6,8-10; Ps 40:2-4,18; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 

Saints & Special Observances 
Monday: Memorial ~ St. Clare, Virgin 
Tuesday: optional memorial ~  

St. Jane Frances de Chantel, Religious 
Wednesday: optional memorial ~ 

Sts. Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs 
Thursday: Memorial ~ St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr 
FRIDAY: SOLEMNITY ~ 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Saturday: optional memorial ~ St. Stephen of Hungary 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Living God’s Word 
     Growth and change are always the result of conflict, of 
clashing visions that force adaptation. This is not to say that 
God writes tragedies and suffering into the script, but only that 
God uses all the unfolding twists and turns of the plot to bring 
the story to a divine conclusion. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

Our Father in Faith 
     The Letter to the Hebrews today sings a hymn of praise to 
Abraham and to his faith, upon which are founded the religions 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Abraham is called “father” 
in faith by more people on earth than anybody else, numerous 
as the sands of the seashore or the stars of the heavens. He-
brews tells us it was this foundational faith that led Abraham to 
obey God’s call when he heard it, though he was called to jour-
ney to a land he did not know and told he would father a 
mighty race through a marriage he thought was barren. But 
Abraham’s faith, the author of Hebrews tells us, was his reali-
zation of what he hoped for, and the evidence of what he could 
not see. How often are we, in simple daily events of our own 
Christian vocation, called to an unfamiliar place or told we are 
to do something we do not believe we can? How fortunate we 
are to have Father Abraham as our guide and example!  

~ James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a mini-
mum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and financial 
information are safe with us. And we recommend that you use 
your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 93 Lifetime Donors as of 14 July 2025 

 

Mass Intentions for Aug 10 - 16 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
10 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Sandra Cea 
SI Derrick Chang 
TG Rosy Ordoveza 
SI Dan & Katya Coming 

 
 

Monday 
11 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† William Cotter, Jr 
TG Luluday Villanueva 
SI Thelma Dancel 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
12 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
14 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Marilyn Sumulong 
BD Sonie Pearson 
SI Rowena Cruz Diaz 

 
 

Friday 
15 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Justin Edwards 
† Ofelia Hall 
SI Joycelyn Espanol 

 
 

Saturday 
16 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Lydia Eusebio 
† Asterio A. Navasca 
SI Joseph & Maria Fang 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 

Time Date 

SI Evangeline Viray De Leon 
† Manuel Casipit 
SI Brian Dela Pena 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only con-

tent, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
13 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Jiasmin Delago 
† Sabas & Jason Collado 
BD Eleanor Poon 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 



 

Bad Memory 
     The recollection of an injury is . . . a rusty arrow and poison 
for the soul. 

~ St. Francis of Paola 

Possibilities 
     All things are possible for one who believes, more to one 
who hopes, even more to one who loves. 

~ St. Lawrence 

The Pain of War 
     War is as much a punishment to the punisher as to the 
sufferer. 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

Living Stewardship Now 
     Once a day write on your calendar something you are truly 
grateful for.  Review at the end of the month. Repeat. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



August 10, 2025 



Faith and Hope 
     Faith and hope are closely united in today’s readings. The 
Israelites knew when the Passover was coming, and so were not 
in fear, but had faith and courage, “putting into effect with one 
accord the divine institution.” In this we can see a foretelling of 
the Eucharist that we celebrate according to Christ’s command, 
“Do this in memory of me.”  
     We see that Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob died in faith, 
although they did not see fulfillment of the promise. We live in 
hope that our faith will be fulfilled every time we celebrate this 
sacrament. We too are not to be afraid, but to have hope that our 
faith will be fulfilled in the coming of Christ. 

 © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     When Pope Pius XII died in 1958, there was the usual buzz 
of speculation about likely successors. Cardinal Agajanian, Pa-
triarch of the Armenians, was highly thought of as a likely 
choice. This took many Catholics by surprise, since he had nev-
er celebrated the same liturgy as Pope Pius, but followed an-
cient Armenian customs according to the Eastern Church, 
which veils the Eucharisic liturgy from sight by a series of cur-
tains, and in which the priest kneels while the people stand for 
Communion. 
     In the years that followed, the Second Vatican Council 
would affirm the dignity and independence of the Eastern 
Churches, in complete union with Rome, yet different in pat-
terns of life and worship. We have the same faith, the same sac-
raments, and the same pope. Yet everywhere in the world our 
separate Churches are combined into families held together by 
the ministry of bishops. All of this serves as warning: If you 
ever say, “But we’ve always done it this way,” you are on very 
thin ice indeed! 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Our Father in Faith 
     The Letter to the Hebrews today sings a hymn of praise to 
Abraham and to his faith, upon which are founded the religions 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Abraham is called “father” 
in faith by more people on earth than anybody else, numerous 
as the sands of the seashore or the stars of the heavens. Hebrews 
tells us it was this foundational faith that led Abraham to obey 
God’s call when he heard it, though he was called to journey to 
a land he did not know and told he would father a mighty race 
through a marriage he thought was barren. But Abraham’s faith, 
the author of Hebrews tells us, was his realization of what he 
hoped for, and the evidence of what he could not see. How of-
ten are we, in simple daily events of our own Christian voca-
tion, called to an unfamiliar place or told we are to do some-
thing we do not believe we can? How fortunate we are to have 
Father Abraham as our guide and example!  

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Last week’s “Treasure” noted that the official headgear of 
the pope, the tiara, has been set aside in favor of the miter. Alt-
hough Pope Paul VI had a coronation in 1963 to begin his min-
istry as pope, he later gave his tiara away to the Catholics of the 
United States as a stimulus to end poverty. He took care to say 
that he was not abolishing the tradition of coronation, but his 
successor, Pope John Paul I, decided to have an inauguration to 
begin his tragically short term. His successors have chosen in-
auguration as well. Pope John Paul II felt that a return to the 
coronation custom would be inappropriate since the Church was 
mourning the sudden death of a man already nicknamed “The 
Laughing Pope.” 
     So the end of coronations came about not because Paul VI 
gave the crown away. There are more than twenty tiaras on 
hand at the Vatican. One is used every year to crown the fa-
mous statue of St. Peter, whose sandaled foot has been eroded 
to a bright shine by the hands of millions of pilgrims. Today, it 
is left to the individual pope to decide whether he will begin his 
formal reign with a coronation or an inauguration. Pope Bene-
dict chose an inauguration, as did Pope Francis. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     It’s tempting to wish that our faith in God enabled us to have 
an unfailing trust that God will take us where we want to be. It 
would free us from diddling with decisions, vacillating and 
second-guessing. Only that wouldn’t be faith because it would 
be our own script we’d have God carrying out. 
     Faith in God surrenders the script. It also surrenders the out-
come, which is why Abraham, when asked by God to pack up 
kin and belongings and move to another land, did just that with-
out knowing where or how he’d eventually settle in. And much 
later, like the unpredictable thread of a good novel, Abraham’s 
story finds him and Sarah with child when they are 100 and 90 
years old. A decade or so later, Abraham again finds himself 
without any sensible or sane understanding of the storyline as 
he leads young Isaac up a sacrificial mountain to what would 
seem to be a failure of God’s promise to Abraham to father 
countless generations. Once more God rewrites the ending. 
Throughout Abraham’s life it is God’s script that Abraham 
lives out, not his own. 
     Faith is unpredictable, like good novels that twist and turn 
and keep us in suspense. If novels are well written, they keep us 
up long into the night. On the other hand, we like our lives 
quite the opposite. The appearance of the unpredictable tends to 
unsettle and undo our living. We presume that good lives, un-
like a good novel, are interesting and engaging but always de-
liberately focused and free of unwarranted surprises. And so we 
expect good novels and good lives to be like the tracks of the 
railroad—parallel, but never touching or crossing lest someone 
or something be derailed. 

~ Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Faith and hope are closely united in today’s readings. The 
Israelites knew when the Passover was coming, and so were not 
in fear, but had faith and courage, “putting into effect with one 
accord the divine institution.” In this we can see a foretelling of 
the Eucharist that we celebrate according to Christ’s command, 
“Do this in memory of me.”  
     We see that Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob died in faith, 
although they did not see fulfillment of the promise. We live in 
hope that our faith will be fulfilled every time we celebrate this 
sacrament. We too are not to be afraid, but to have hope that 
our faith will be fulfilled in the coming of Christ. 

Faith and Hope 
     Our faith consists in hoping for what we do not see. For if 
we knew what was coming, we would not be hoping, but living 
in knowledge. We hope in Christ for the coming of the reign of 
God, the restoration of all things good and wonderful, and our 
promised salvation. All anxiety can be dispelled in the simple 
words of Jesus, “Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for 
your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.” What words 
could be more encouraging at those times when we wonder if 
we are being the diligent stewards or the bad stewards of what 
has been entrusted to us? 

Bad Management 
     Anyone who has reached the age of work has probably ex-
perienced what it is like to work under a bad manager. Perhaps 
that person just does not know how to encourage productivity 
in a way that is kind and understanding and not abusive. Per-
haps that person is just a bully, causing discouragement and 
poor morale among workers, so that many quit because they 
just can’t stand it. Perhaps that manager does not know how to 
manage unproductive and disruptive people in the office, or 
others who are the office bullies. That steward “begins to beat 
the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get 
drunk.”  
     But every manager also has a boss. And here Christ is the 
Master who will come at an unexpected time, and if he finds 
the manager not working well and unworthy of trust, he will 
apply appropriate sanctions. Christ will come at a time when 
we do not know; we place our faith and our hope in his mercy. 
But when we doubt ourselves we have those words of Jesus, 
assuring us that the Father has already given us the kingdom. 
We need not be afraid. We need only be mindful of Christ’s 
mercy, and conduct ourselves in a way that is kind, gentle, and 
generous to others. We can indeed have hope. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Are You Talking To Me? 
     In today’s Gospel Jesus talks about being prepared, using the 
parable of the servants waiting for their master’s return from a 
wedding. Parables usually have a surprise twist and this one is 
no exception. Jesus pictures the master coming back at a late 
hour and finding the servants ready for him. The master is so 
pleased that he begins to wait on the servants—he serves them a 
meal. (I can almost hear the disciples saying, “No way!”) 
     Peter is a man who is not afraid to speak up or ask a ques-
tion. That may be one of the reasons Jesus made him the head of 
the apostles. Perhaps Peter was thinking, “Surely we will be 
prepared when Jesus comes again. He must be talking about the 
rest of the people.” When he asks Jesus whom the parable is 
meant for, Jesus ignores him! At least it seems that way at first. 
Jesus expands on the theme of readiness by describing the serv-
ant who took advantage of the master’s absence—he will be 
punished severely. To answer Peter’s question, Jesus warns that 
the servant who knew his duties would be punished more than 
one who was ignorant of those expectations. Peter and the disci-
ples should have seen themselves as the servants who knew 
what was expected. 
     That warning is one for us to hear also. We may look down 
on non-Christians or wonder if they will get to heaven. But the 
Lord doesn’t expect as much from those who don’t know God. 
Instead of judging them, we would be better off looking at our-
selves. Am I serious about my faith, serious enough to show it 
in my actions? Has my good example ever brought a non-
believer to the Church? If I can see Jesus in someone who 
doesn’t know the Lord, the respect I show that person could 
draw them to believe. 
     There are examples of this even in your own parish. If you 
have been in the parish for many years, you could be expected 
to notice a newcomer more readily. How do you welcome 
them? Do you get so comfortable with your friends that you 
don’t think about reaching out to a visitor? I think Jesus would 
expect those of us who feel at home in our church to make an 
effort to bring new members into our circle. “So how much does 
Jesus expect of me?” The answer could be in how well you 
know Jesus. 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Nineteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
August 10, 2025 

Preparation 
     Imagine the following scene: you sit down in your school 
desk. The teacher walks the aisle, placing the paper before you, 
face down. You set your watch. You will have exactly one hour 
to do the test. You turn the paper over. Then it hits you: you 
never took any notes. You never studied or did even one assign-
ment. For a student, lack of preparation is the nightmare of 
nightmares. 
     Jesus talks about the need for preparation in today’s Gospel. 
God is pleased to give us the kingdom, Jesus says. “Gird your 
loins and light your lamps.” See that you are prepared. 
     Jesus’ teaching reminds us of the question once posed to St. 
Francis de Sales and his companions, who, according to the 
story, were playing billiards. “What would you do if you knew 
the end of the world was coming in one hour?” The friends of 
Francis shared various plottings of how they would get their 
affairs in order. Most mentioned prayer. Francis shrugged, “I 
would continue doing what I am doing.” Are you ready to meet 
the Lord? 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     In recent weeks, we have reviewed how the Churches of 
East and West have enriched one another, and this Thursday’s 
solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
born in the Eastern Church. It is a gift from the ancient Church 
of Jerusalem, a commemoration of the death of Mary, and a 
feast charged with a deep sense of the Resurrection. Mary, the 
first disciple, is the first to share fully in Christ’s victory over 
death. In the tradition of the East, today is the “Dormition of the 
Theotokos,” or the “Falling Asleep of the God-bearer.” There is 
no shadow of death or gloom in the theology, since this is seen 
as a transformation of Mary’s life into a heavenly and immortal 
existence. There is a sense in the tradition that she who made 
earth heavenly and exalted the human race by her faithfulness is 
glorified today. 
     A persistent legend among Orthodox Christians tells how all 
the disciples, except Thomas, who was preaching in India, were 
present at Mary’s death and burial, and sat by the tomb for 
three days. On the third day, Thomas saw Mary’s body rising to 
heaven. She greeted him as “my friend,” and he was escorted 
by angels to proclaim her assumption to the others, who then 
realized her tomb was empty. Thus Thomas, the one who ex-
pressed doubt at the resurrection of Christ, received a gift from 
Mary: the chance to proclaim resurrection faith to the disciples. 

~ James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Faithful and Hopeful 
     The Letter to the Hebrews binds up beautifully the first two 
of the great triumvirate of Christian virtues: faith and hope. 
When what we hope for is realized, faith is born; in faith we 
have the evidence of what still remains unseen. Hebrews puts 
before us our ancestors in faith: Abraham and Sarah. It illus-
trates their lives of faith, their hopes realized so that faith might 
be born, their faith as witness to all that is yet intangible to us. It 
is the covenant made and kept in faith, with loving-kindness, 
that is our inheritance from them. Though they long ago passed 
over from this life to their life among the stars used to describe 
their descendants, that covenant lives on, given life anew in the 
life, passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is to that 
covenant in Christ that we are each called again in the faith giv-
en to us in baptism; it is that covenant that brings forth and seals 
the vocation God has called us to live in joyful hope until we, 
too, reach our homeland in heaven with Abraham and Sarah. 

Faithful and Prudent Stewards 
     Who doesn’t need to fear the return of the master? The faith-
ful and prudent steward, that’s who. It is this steward who has 
taken what the master has given and has treated it—no matter 
what—as a great gift and treasure. Today we get the first glim-
mers of the words about the coming of Christ whom we await 
in joyful hope. These will increasingly characterize the Gospels 
for the next several months. Jesus gives us images of surrender 
that are characteristic of faithful disciples: he speaks of loins 
girt for exodus and lamps lit for the bridegroom’s coming. He 
tells of the master returning to the household, eagerly anticipat-
ing what has transpired there in his absence; he forewarns that 
the master alone knows the time of his return. These teachings 
could strike fear into the hearts of those listening. Jesus con-
cludes by saying: “Much will be required of the person entrust-
ed with much” (Luke 12:48). The vocation of the Christian dis-
ciple is to realize that whatever has been bestowed on us is 
“much” in the master’s eyes. Disciples’ vocations are lived 
faithfully and prudently, for they do not wait for the master’s 
return in dread; they hope for it in joy. 
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Given Much 
     “Much will be required of the person entrusted with 
much” (Luke 12:48). Whew! At least the Lord hasn’t entrusted 
me with much! Thank goodness that the work of the reign of 
God on earth has been entrusted to somebody else. This must 
be the “good news” of today’s Gospel, right? Wrong!  
     In the mentality that has come to be known as “keeping up 
with the Joneses” we can gear ourselves toward a comparison 
with those who have more or who have been given more, even 
by God. Unfortunately, nowhere does Jesus say: “Not much 
will be expected of those who have been given only a little bit.” 
Each of us, in our own way, has been given something, some 
gift or treasure that we can put toward the work of the reign of 
God. This is the vocation of Christian discipleship. Perhaps 
others seem to have been given more; evaluating this is not the 
disciple’s concern. The concern of each of us in the vocation 
for which we have been chosen is to take what we have been 
given, and consecrate it for the continued in-breaking of God’s 
kingdom of justice, joy, peace, and beauty. Then will we come 
to realize that we have indeed been given much. 
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You Can’t Take it With You 
     Dear Eleanor, 
     Thanks for the birthday card. Now that I’m 83 I realize that 
life is filled with experiences to savor and I’m trying to recog-
nize these moments and cherish them now. I’m reading more 
and dusting less. I sit in the yard and admire the view without 
fussing about weeds in the garden. I’m spending more time with 
my family and friends, and less time doing chores. I’m not 
“saving” anything: I use the good china and crystal to celebrate 
every possible event, such as losing a pound, getting the sink 
unstopped, or the first amaryllis blossom. I put on my favorite 
perfume every day and wear my good blazer to the market. 
“Someday” and “one of these days” are losing their grip on my 
vocabulary. If it’s worth seeing or hearing or doing, I want to 
see and hear and do it now. It’s fun to say “Keep the change” to 
someone, to give a large tip to a person with a dreary job. I’ve 
discovered that giving my time and attention to someone in 
trouble makes me forget my aches and pains, so I signed up as a 
Saint Vincent de Paul volunteer. I’m trying very hard not to put 
off, hold back, or save anything that would add laughter and 
luster to life. It’s little things left undone that would make me 
angry if I knew how limited my hours are: angry that I hadn’t 
written certain letters that I intended to write one of these days; 
sorry that I didn’t tell the people closest to me often enough 
how much I truly loved them. Every day, every minute, every 
breath truly is a gift from God. And every morning when I open 
my eyes, I thank God because life is so wonderful. 

Love, 
Rose 
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From a letter written to all the faithful 
by Saint Francis of Assisi 

We must be simple, humble and pure 
     It was through his archangel, St. Gabriel, that the father 
above made known to the holy and glorious Virgin Mary that 
the worthy, holy and glorious Word of the father would come 
from heave and take from her womb the real flesh of our hu-
man frailty.  Though he was wealthy beyond reckoning, he still 
willingly chose to be poor with his blessed mother.  And short-
ly before his passion he celebrated the Passover with his disci-
ples.  Then he prayed to his Father saying: Father, if it be pos-
sible, let this cup be taken from me. 
     Nevertheless, he reposed his will in the will of his Father,  
The Father willed that his blessed and glorious Son, whom he 
gave to us and who was born for us, should through his own 
blood offer himself as a sacrificial victim on the altar of the 
cross.  This was to be done not for himself through whom all 
things were made, but for our sins.  It was intended to leave us 
as an example of how to follow in his footsteps.  And he de-
sires all of us to be saved through him with pure heart and 
chaste body. 
     O how happy and blessed are those who love the Lord and 
do as the Lord himself said in the gospel: You shall love the 
Lord your God with your whole heart and your whole soul, and 
your neighbor as yourself.  Therefore, let us love God and 
adore him with pure heart and mind.  This is his particular de-
sire when he says: True worshippers adore the father in spirit 
and truth.  For all who adore him must do so in the spirit of 
truth.  Let us also direct to him our praises and prayers saying; 
Our Father, who art in heaven, since we must always pray and 
never grow slack. 
     Furthermore, let us produce worthy fruits of penance.  Let 
us also love our neighbors as ourselves.  Let us have charity 
and humility.  Let us give alms because these cleanse our souls 
from the stains of sin.  Men lose all the material things they 
leave behind them in this world, but they carry with them the 
reward of their charity and the alms they give.  For these they 
will receive from the Lord the reward and recompense they 
deserve.  We must not be wise and prudent according to the 
flesh.  Rather we must be simple, humble and pure.  We should 
never desire to be over others.  Instead, we ought to be the serv-
ants who are submissive to every human being for God, sake.  
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on all who live in this way and 
persevere in it to the end.  He will permanently dwell in them.  
They will be the Father’s children who do his work.  They are 
the spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ. 













































USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 











 

 

St. Anne                      
Feast Day    

July 26 

  

UÄtv~ 
atétÜxÇx 

Feast Day       
January 9 

Rosie Drapiza  
Lydia Cagampan  

Rene & Elsa Tuazon  
Celia & Paul Gravador 

 

 

 

  

Sto. Niño 
Devotion 

(every Friday 
after the 

12:10 p.m. Mass) 

Judy Labaria 
Alma Raymundo 

Cathy Bohol 
Sheila Montemayor 

Anonymous 

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Devotion 
(every Tuesday 

after the 
12:10 Mass) 

Raya & Gamboa 
Families 

Saint 
Joseph 

 
Feast Day 
March 19 

Xenia Villamejor 

San  Lorenzo Ruiz          
First                

Filipino Saint      
(Sep 28) 

Fe Macatangay  
Jeanette Chafe 

John & Gemma O’Donnell 
Evelyn Grande 
Mely Saavedra 

OUR  
LADY 

OF   
FATIMA 

 

Pray the     
rosary 

Sacred 
Heart 

 
First Friday   

Schedule 
 

4pm Holy Hour 
5:15 Mass 



 

 

  

 

St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

St. Pedro Calungsod 
2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 

ltÑ YtÅ|Äç 

 
Our Lady  

of Guadalupe 
 
 

Feast Day 
December 12 

Elena & Mark Ramoran Gayapa 
Family, 

 

Romeo & Antonina Real Family, 

 

Dan & Annie Lacap Family, 

 

Jesus, Jr. & Malou Paningbatan, 

 

Vida Ventura, 

 

Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 


