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Please Pray for the Pope’s Intention for January 
 

Pope’s Intention: For prayer with the Word of God - Let us pray that praying with the Word of 
God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a 
more fraternal and missionary Church.  

January 04, 2026 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord ~ Year A 
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13; Eph 3:2-3a,5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

     All nations are invited to sing he Lord’s praises (1,Ps) for they have been called to hear the good news (2) and worship the long-
awaited Messiah and King (3) with the gift of their lives. 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only 

content, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Andrew Spyrow - Pastor  
Rev. Teodoro “Fr. Ted” P. Magpayo - Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Celestine Tyowua - Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ferdinand Mariano - OCIA Coordinator 
 

Parish Staff 
Rachelle Morales and Nenette Murata -  

Religious Education Coordinators 
Charles Corpus - Music Coordinator 
Virginia Dilim - Wedding Coordinator 
Nora Regaspi - Office Manager 
Camelle Sudario - Parish Receptionist 
Emy Pasion - Bookkeeper 
 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the Rectory) 

(appointments are preferred) 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a..m. and 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Sacred Heart 

First Friday of the month at 4:00 p.m.. 
Sto. Niño Devotion 

Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 

First Saturday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

Welcome to St. Patrick, Fr. Celestine!! 
Fr. Celestine Tyowua 

New Parochial Vicar, St Patrick's Parish, SF 
     I was born into a devout Catholic 
family in Nigeria, where faith was 
woven naturally into the fabric of 
everyday life. My parents taught us 
not only how to pray, but how to 
live our faith with sincerity, disci-
pline, and joy. Attending Mass to-
gether as a family was a constant 
and formative experience, one that 
quietly shaped my heart long before 
I could fully understand its meaning. 
     At the age of five, I became 
aware of God’s call in a very simple 
yet powerful way. I was deeply 

drawn to the celebration of the Mass and especially to the priest 
at the altar. The prayers, gestures, and reverence captured my 
imagination. After every Mass, I would go home and imitate 
the priest, “celebrating” my own liturgy with complete serious-
ness. What began as childhood imitation gradually revealed 
itself as a genuine vocation. Even at that young age, I knew I 
wanted to be a priest. 
     That call led me to the Major Seminary of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, an affiliate of the Pontifical Urbania University in Rome, 
where I spent ten formative years in prayer, study, and discern-
ment. I earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy, a bachelor’s 
degree in theology, and a master’s degree in theology. Along 
the way, my academic formation strengthened my faith and 
prepared me, both intellectually and spiritually, for pastoral 
ministry. I also obtained a Postgraduate Diploma in Education-
al Management and Administration from Benue State Universi-
ty, broadening my understanding of leadership and organiza-
tional service.  
     Seventeen years ago, I was ordained a priest, a moment that 
remains one of the most extraordinary graces of my life. My 
ministry began in Nigeria, where I served as Parochial Vicar, 
Pastor, and school principal, ministering to communities of 
over 2,000 parishioners and 1,000 students. These experiences 
taught me the importance of listening, accompaniment, and 
faithful service, which I am eager to bring to St. Patrick's. 
     My journey eventually brought me to San Francisco, where I 
have been blessed to serve at St. Brendan Parish, Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish, St. Anne’s Parish, and St. Cecilia Parish. I also 
served as a Chaplain at Laguna Honda Hospital, walking with 
patients, families, and staff through moments of illness, hope, 
and healing. 
     Now, I am grateful to be assigned to St. Patrick Parish in 
San Francisco. I am glad to be here to continue Christ's mission 
and to walk with this community in faith. I look forward to 
meeting everyone as we journey together, trusting in God’s 
grace and growing together in love and service. 



Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

All Share in the Promise 
     Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The scene likely 
includes figures arriving on camels, some elaborately dressed, 
with jeweled boxes containing precious gifts. These magi arrived 
from distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We know 
little about the magi, but we do know that these visitors were not 
Jews. They represent people of all nations who will be drawn to 
the Lord. “Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your 
shining radiance.” The Good News of Jesus cannot be limited to 
one people; all share in the promise of God’s mercy through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
     In today’s readings we hear again about the light from the 
star that first led shepherds and now kings to the baby Jesus. 
Isaiah and the psalm describe a life lived in the light of promise 
and peace. Matthew tells not only of the light but also of evil. 
Herod, who meets the magi on their way to see Jesus, lies. He 
pretends to be someone he is not. He pretends to believe in the 
power of this child. The struggle between truth and falsehood, 
between light and dark begins again. The magi are not de-
ceived and the family is saved, but the threat that this child 
represents to the established order is clear. The Epiphany 
makes known the promise that this child, our Savior, is for the 
whole world, a promise that restores light to a world darkened 
by evil. 

Life in the Dark 
     In Isaiah, we rejoice because a light has come to challenge 
the darkness that covers the earth. This light draws all to itself, 
kings and shepherds, daughters and sons. The psalm describes 
the wonder of life lived within the light: justice and peace 
flower, the poor are rescued, the afflicted are helped, and the 
lives of the lowly are saved. In Ephesians we are reminded that 
we are co-heirs of the promise, of the light, that is Jesus our 
Savior. But Matthew tells the rest of the story. There is opposi-
tion to the light and it is deadly. The magi are led by the light 
from a star, but when they encounter Herod, the light is lost to 
them. Herod lies to them about his intentions regarding this 
new king. The light returns only when the magi leave Herod. 
They reach the new king, a baby, and are warned to return 
along a way that avoids Herod, his lies and his evil intentions. 
They and the child are saved, but many will suffer because of 
the evil that lies within Herod. 

Life in the Light 
     Today we are reminded that there is darkness in the world. 
There is evil. Herod is concerned with protecting his position 
and his power. Jesus is concerned about protecting the poor 
and the powerless. Evil disguises itself as good. Jesus offers 
himself with no disguise or pretense. Evil always puts its self-
interest first. Jesus always puts the poor, the afflicted, and the 
lowly first. The holidays are over and we return to Ordinary 
Time. We return to our ordinary lives. This is the most im-
portant time because it is during these ordinary days that we 
strengthen our understanding of the good, of Jesus, and our 
resolve to do good in a world where evil often seems too pow-
erful. The joy and the promise of Christmas are made real in 
these ordinary days. This is the Epiphany. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company 

Catholic Prayer Corner 
Prayer at the Manger: With the Magi 

Let your light shine on us, O God,  
as the star showed the way  
to those who searched for Christ.  
Fill us with wisdom;  
help us walk in your ways,  
now and forever. Amen. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 04, 2026 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The Lඈඋൽ 
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you 
(Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm 72) 
Second Reading — The mystery has been made known that the 
Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses  
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Readings for the Week 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17,23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Is 42:1-4,6-7; Ps 29:1-4,3,9-10; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17 

Saints & Special Observances 
Monday: Memorial ~ St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Tuesday: optional memorial ~ St. André Bessette, Religious 
Wednesday: optional memorial ~ 

St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
SUNDAY: THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Living Stewardship Now 
A prayer for Epiphany: 
Father, 
you revealed your Son to the nations 
by the guidance of a star. 
Lead us to your glory in heaven 
by the light of faith. 

(The Roman Missal, 
Opening Prayer for the Epiphany of the Lord) 

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 

Mass Intentions for Jan 04 - 10 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
04 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI All The Parishioners of St. Patrick 
BD David Sun 
SI Concesa San Pedro 
BD Adoracion Delgado 
SI Corazon M. Ambata 

 
 

Monday 
05 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Rev. Roberto Andrey 
BD Johon Angelo Damian 
SI Fernando Balbuena 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
06 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
08 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Marilyn & Lorenzo Sumulong 
TG Domingo Ordoveza 
SI Mercedita Cadiz 

 
 

Friday 
09 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Marisel Valdez 
† Annabelle Arzibal Banaag 
SI MC Canlas 

 
 

Saturday 
10 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

TG Rosy Ordoveza 
BD Imelda Arceo 
SI John & Judith Casper 

Time Date 

SI Joy, Jen & Jackie Bandelaria 
BD Teresita Paez 
SI Valente Banez 

Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday 
07 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Apolinar & Lita De Guzman 
SI Evelyn Bird 
SI Maria Bravo 

Diaconate Formation 
Informational Evenings 

     The Office of Formation for the Permanent Diaconate will 
hold Informational Evenings for men considering the possibility 
of serving the Church as Permanent Deacons. The evening will 
include discussion of the ministry of the Deacon in the Church, 
the Formation program and the application process. Please join 
us. 
 

Deacon Fred Totah, Director of Diaconate Formation 
Deacon Arthur Sanchez, Director of Permanent Diaconate 

 

Who should attend?  
     Single and married men between the ages of 30 and 60 may 
apply for the program and are invited to the evening. However, 
married applicants must be married at least five years. All mar-
ried applicants need the complete support of their wives in or-
der to pursue the program; therefore, wives are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Dates: 
Wednesday, January 07, 2026 

St. Raphael Church 
1104 5th Avenue 

San Rafael, CA 94901 
 

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
Archdioceses of San Francisco 

One Peter Yorke Way 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
325 Marine View Avenue 

Belmont, CA 94002 
 

Time: 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 

Diaconate Formation Office 
Deacon Fred Totah, 

Director of Diaconate Formation 
Phone: 415-614-5615 

Email: totah.fred@sfarch.org 

The God Squad Catholic TV Mass 
     The God Squad Catholic TV Mass, aired every Sunday, pro-
vides inclusion for those who are homebound, hospitalized, 
incarcerated and/or unable to attend Sunday Mass. Monsignor 
Harry Schlitt began broadcasting the TV Mass in the late 1970s 
and it has been airing ever since. Please watch the TV Mass on 
Sunday mornings on the following stations: 

In San Francisco 
KTSF (CH 26) at 6:00 a.m.; KRON (CH 4) at 5:30 a.m.; 

and in Sacramento 
KTXL (Fox 40) at 5:30 a.m.  

     You may also view the Mass at any time by going to Father-
Harry.org. You may also find the program beneficial to you, 
someone in your family, or a friend.  
     We need your participation and support to continue this val-
uable ministry. 

Epiphany 
Solemn things of mystic meaning: 
Incense doth the God disclose; 
Gold a royal Child proclaimeth; 
Myrrh a future tomb foreshows. 

~ Roman Breviary, Epiphany; Prudentius, fourth century 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 04, 2026 

They opened their treasures  
and offered him gifts  
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

~ Matthew 2:11b 

Herod and the Epiphany 
Why impious Herod, vainly fear 
That Christ the Savior cometh here? 
He takes no earthly realms away 
Who gives the crown that lasts for aye. 

~ Crudelis Herodes Deum, Tr. by J. M. Neale 

Living God’s Word 
     We pray that the light of God’s love, shown to us in Jesus 
Christ and placed within us with the gift of faith, may lead oth-
ers to this same faith. We also pray that we may continue our 
own journey into the mystery of God and find Christ waiting 
for us at journey’s end. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 

True Happiness 
     Abandon yourself utterly for the love of God, and in this 
way you will become truly happy. 

~ Blessed Henry Suso 

Illness 
They are as sick, 
that surfeit with too much, 
as they that starve with nothing. 

~ William Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice 
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The Window of Life 
     A young couple moved into a new 
neighborhood. The next morning 
while they were eating breakfast, the 
young woman saw her neighbor 
hanging the wash outside. 
     “That laundry is not very clean,” 
she said. “She doesn't know how to 
wash correctly. Perhaps she needs 

better laundry soap.” 
     Her husband looked on, but remained silent. 
     Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry, the 
young woman would make the same comments. 
     About one month later, the woman was surprised to see a 
nice clean wash on the line and said to her husband, 
     “Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who 
taught her this.” 
     The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned 
our windows.” 
     And so it is with life. What we see when watching others 
depends on the window through which we look. 

Our Fascinating Faith 
Epiphany House Blessing 

If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with a bless-
ing using the initials of the magi’s traditional names (Casper, 
Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, and the new year’s numer-
als.  
Materials: a piece of chalk and a small container of holy wa-
ter. Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps some 
neighbors at the front door. 
Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the 
numerals of the new year. 
[20 + C + M + B + 26] 
Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! 
ALL: Amen! 
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water. 
Living room: 
Where two or three are gathered in your name, 
Lord, you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Kitchen: 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Dining room: 
Prepare us for the heavenly banquet. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bedrooms: 
Stay with us Lord, when night has come. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bathroom: 
Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
All return to the front door to pray together. 
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father . . . 
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water. 
Bless this household through all days to come, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 
ALL: Amen! 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

The Light of Faith 
     The first reading today is charged with the glory of the Lord. 
Everyone who can come to the holy city does come—whole 
caravans of people of all ages on foot and on dromedaries and 
camels. 
     This description of an irresistible light-filled city prepares us 
for the story of the magi. They are guided by their own lights—
their study of astronomy and astrology—and by the light of a 
peculiar star. Their study tells them that an unusual event in the 
heavens is a sign of an extraordinary birth on earth. They mean 
to find out about this, and they set out with gifts worthy of a 
king. They are welcomed into an insignificant house in Bethle-
hem, offer gifts befitting a king, and receive the gift of faith. 
     Paul reinforces the great gift of faith available to the Gen-
tiles, whom the magi represent. What they have seen has 
changed them, just as it changed Paul and all who heeded his 
proclamation. Like the magi and like Paul, we are invited to 
receive this life that is filled with the light of faith. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Epiphany: Finding the Time We Need 
Pay your respects; give the gift of yourself; 

return home. 
     I love Epiphany, the feast for the chronically late who drive 
others crazy. Twelve days after the big event is time enough to 
pay our respects, present the gifts, and make our way home. 
The prolonged Christmas season gives us something we sorely 
need—time to allow the light to seep into he cracks of our 
souls, illuminate the dark paces, and allow us to unfold in he 
presence of God. The process is not always easy. To let the 
peace of Christ fully enter us, we must stop being so busy that 
we hide what most needs healing in us. 
     T.S. Eliot captured the process in his poem “The Journey of 
the Magi.” At the beginning of the poem, the magi recall that it 
was the worst time to make the trip—a cold,  hard journey. For 
us today, the weeks leading up to Christmas can be a blur of 
activities that leave no time for reflection. Cold and snow only 
add to the burden. 
     Imagine what would happen if at the eleventh hour on 

Christmas Eve someone whispered, “Your 
present is twelve more days.” The smiles of 
relief and joy would rival the wishes for a 
Merry Christmas. So the question for us is 
this: What will we do with our precious 
found time? The reparations are done. 

Christmas dinner is ready to go. How will we journey with the 
magi? 
     I suggest that the movement of the magi is ours. We pay our 
respects (in Latin: look again) to the Incarnation and behold the 
mystery of love that calls us to conversion. We present the gift 
of ourselves to God so he can make us into who he wants us to 
be. We return home changed by the experience. Then we can 
use what God has given us to point to his presence in the world. 
Twelve days doesn’t seem like a long time, but it may be all the 
time we need. 
On entering the house (the magi)… prostrated them-
selves and did him homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed for their country by 
another way. (Matthew 2:11-12) 

Mary Katharine Deeley 
Daybreaks 

© 2010 Liguori Publications 

How will we 
journey with 
the magi? 



Selflessness Rewarded 
     Help another’s boat across, and lo! thine own has reached 
the shore. 

 ~ Old Hindu proverb 

Light of the World 
     Epiphany can be understood as an extension of the Nativity 
of the Lord that we celebrate on December 25. While at Christ-
mas we celebrate Jesus’ coming as the long-awaited king and 
Messiah of the Jewish people, on Epiphany we celebrate the 
revelation that Jesus is the Savior and Light of all nations—
Jews, Gentiles, and all people. 
     The star shines so brightly that it attracts magi who come 
from far distant countries to worship Jesus. They are not Jews, 
yet they are drawn to the Light of the world. The letter to the 
Ephesians reveals that the Light of the world was for the Gen-
tiles as well as the Jews—Christ gathers all people into the light 
of his love. The reading from Isaiah also describes a gathering 
of diverse peoples, but this time it is to the light that emanates 
from the people of God. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Life hands us many epiphanies or “wake‑up calls.” A few 
years ago, a young couple adopted a two-year-old child in a 
morass of red tape, complications, and court hearings. At the 
baby’s baptism, the priest suggested appending an “adoption 
blessing,” wherein the new relationship was expressed and af-
firmed. There is a place in that rite for the child to speak, and 
instead the priest said, “Can you give Daddy a kiss?” Standing 
in the midst of his church, the young adoptive father suddenly 
welled up with tears as he embraced the child. Afterward, he 
explained that through all the hassles and legal struggles he 
never until that moment in church understood that he was the 
parent of this child. The ritual claimed them for each other, 
gave expression to their relationship that the legal documents 
never could, and firmly cemented this child into the heart of a 
community as everyone erupted into heartfelt applause. This 
assembly witnessed in a powerful way what happens in every 
baptism: the mystery of adoption, the free flow of grace, the 
overwhelming sense of God’s presence at the heart of our life’s 
journey.                                           

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Feast of Faith 
The Liturgy of Emmanuel 

     The assembly has gathered from near and far, on foot, by 
bus, by car, by subway, singly and by twos and threes: single 
people, couples, families. Now that movement is ritualized and 
made visible in the liturgy’s entrance procession.  
     We are not alone on this journey; Christ is with us. The pro-
cession is led by the cross, with the image of Christ upon it. 
Candles, signs of a living presence, are carried around the cross. 
Candles also accompany the Book of the Gospels, another sign 
of Emmanuel, God-with-us. The priest presider is likewise a 
sign of Christ’s presence in our assembly; he will act in persona 
Christi, in the person of Christ, who presides at every Eucharist.  
     As the procession begins, we stand and sing together in our 
first act as a community. The joining of our voices begins to 
turn many into one. The songs we sing range from ancient 
chants to contemporary hymns, but they have the same purpose, 
to foster our unity and turn our thoughts to the mysteries we 
gather to celebrate. We may feel that we can’t sing well, but 
“Christ always invites us to enter into song, to rise above our 
own preoccupations, and to give our entire selves to the hymn 
of his Paschal Sacrifice” (USCCB, Sing to the Lord, 14). 

Corinna Laughlin, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

A Dawning Epiphany 
     “It suddenly dawned on me!” We have all had experiences 
when, on hearing a joke, we laugh along with everyone else at 
the punch line, only at some later moment to actually “get” the 
joke. We feign understanding so that no one will think less of 
us. Having something suddenly dawn on us is very much like 
what we celebrate today. The Church’s yearly celebration of 
Epiphany is a reminder and an elaboration of what we celebrat-
ed at the feast of Christmas—just in case we didn’t get it the 
first time. Today’s “punch line” is contained in the second read-
ing, where Saint Paul writes, “It was not made known to people 
in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, 
members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:5–6).  

 

Cultivating Expectation 

     Some non-Catholics complain that our religious expression 
is dull and boring. They might ask, “How can you say the same 
prayers week after week—doesn’t it just put you to sleep?” Our 
three-year cycle of readings, our codified prayers, and our litur-
gical calendar continue to repeat over and over again through-
out our Catholic journey of faith. Today’s feast reminds us that 
all along the way, epiphanies can pop up out of nowhere. A 
prayer or reading that washed over us last week or last year 
suddenly has a tremendous impact and reveals God’s presence 
in our lives. This happens because it is we who are different 
each time we come to Mass. We should cultivate an attitude of 
expectation, just as the three magi did. They followed the star 
expecting to find the Savior of the world. Let us be ready to 
welcome the Savior today and each day of our lives. 

 

~ Copyright © 2007, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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Fulfill Today 
     If what you did yesterday still looks big to you, surely you 
have not done much today. 

~ Anonymous 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     They were men in love with the lights of night—astrologers, 
star-gazers, meaning-makers tuned in to the signs in the heav-
ens, as Matthew tells it. A strange star moving across the sky 
led them into Israel. Arriving in Jerusalem, they asked where 
the newborn king of the Jews was, so they could offer homage.  
Herod was less than delighted, indeed “greatly troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him,” at hearing of a new king on the block 
(Matthew 2:3). But he assembled the chief priests and the 
scribes, who remembered that the prophet Micah had pro-
claimed that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  
     So they set out again, with Herod’s duplicitous request whis-
pered into their ears. The star reappeared and led them to the 
house where the child and his mother were. Falling down in 
worship, they offered gifts, and went back home. End of sto-
ry—as we like to remember it. 
     Of course, that is not the end. Receiving no word, Herod is 
enraged and orders the death of all children under the age of 
two. Joseph, Mary, and the child flee to Egypt. Power does not 
welcome competition, even in the form of a child. 
     But God wills all people to know salvation. Jesus came to 
draw all into the reign of God and to empower them to live the 
God-life that is the Father’s gift. The darkness of evil continues 
to threaten but it will not overcome as long as there are those 
who seek the light, follow it, and allow it to lead them to the 
child. 

~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Star Gazers 
     Around a thousand years ago a stonemason in Autun, 
France, was working on decorations for the city’s new cathe-
dral. One of his carvings shows a charming scene. The three 
kings, all wearing crowns and sharing one cozy bed, are being 
awakened by an angel pointing to a star. The angel’s finger is 
gently touching the hand of one of the kings on top of the pat-
terned coverlet. This king’s eyes have popped open in surprise, 
while the other two slumber on. The stonemason artistically 
combined two biblical stories into one. The star reminds us of 
the one that led the kings to Bethlehem, while the visiting angel 
refers to the warning they received in a dream not to return to 
Herod after visiting the Christ Child. For centuries tradition has 
held that the names of the kings were Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthasar, but nobody really knows for sure. Other traditions 
call them wise men from the East who studied the stars. They 
were the first non-Jews to recognize and worship the Son of 
God and give him kingly gifts. In the Middle Ages, houses 
were blessed on Epiphany, reflecting how the magi found 
Christ “on entering the house.” Try reviving this ancient tradi-
tion today. It can work for any family or household group. One 
person incenses the house while another sprinkles holy water, 
and a third writes in chalk over every outside doorway “20 + C 
+ M + B + 11” (or whatever the year may be), which stands for 
“The three Holy Kings, Caspar, Melchior, Balthasar, in the year 
of Our Lord 2011.” The letters C, M, and B also stand for 
Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless this home.” 
Blessing the doorways symbolizes the family’s commitment to 
welcome everyone as Christ into their home throughout the 
year. 

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



The Star of Bethlehem 
     The unfolding of the story of the Incarnation continues today 
as the Church celebrates the Epiphany. The tale of the magi from 
the East is one of the most fascinating in all of scripture. It has 
much to teach us about what we can come to expect, even in cir-
cumstances and places that may seem insignificant or small. 
Bethlehem was a tiny town, what we might refer to today as a 
town without even one stop light. Yet it is over this seemingly 
insignificant place that the guiding star stops in its own search for 
the place where the Savior would be born. Too often we fail to 
recognize the fact that the star of Bethlehem comes to rest in our 
everyday lives, where we can experience God’s presence, mani-
fested in ever new ways. Epiphany calls us to shake off our stupor 
and recognize the One who comes to save us. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     This year, in the United States the celebration of the Epipha-
ny falls on January 4, but the traditional date for the Epiphany is 
January 6. The date we know as January 6 was established as 
the solstice in Egypt in 1996 BC, but the Egyptian calendar lost 
a full day every 128 years. Twenty centuries later the actual 
solstice had migrated to December 25. People still kept January 
6 for the solstice celebration, but December 25, matching nicely 
with the Roman pagan feast of the Unconquered Sun, launched 
an extended solstice holiday. By the time of the early church, 
the whole period of twelve days was celebrated just about eve-
rywhere. 
     Christians began to celebrate Christ as the true light of the 
world in four themes: the Nativity, the manifestation to the Gen-
tiles, the baptism of the Lord, and the wedding feast at Cana. 
That was entirely too much for one day to handle. A twelve-day 
season was ready to be adapted, so Christians borrowed from 
the pagan calendar for their own season of light. Thus early 
Christian celebrations of the Christmas season extended from 
one date for the solstice, December 25, to the older date, Janu-
ary 6. The darkest time in the Northern Hemisphere could now 
be filled with the Christian observance of the arrival of the Light 
of the World. 

Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 























USCCB Jubilee Calendar: https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-celebration-calendar-2025 
Vatican website: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 
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St. Patrick Charismatic Prayer Group 

Charismatic & Healing Mass:               
Every 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
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2nd Filipino Saint (April 2) 
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Nenette Murata, 

 

Cristin Salangsang 


