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Happy Birthday!! 
Happy Birthday to our Parishioners 

celebrating a birthday this week. 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Andrew Spyrow - Pastor  
Rev. Teodoro “Fr. Ted” P. Magpayo - Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Celestine Tyowua - Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Ferdinand Mariano - OCIA Coordinator 
 

Parish Staff 
Charles Corpus - Music Coordinator 
Nora Regaspi - Office Manager 
Camelle Sudario - Parish Receptionist 
 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m  5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Tagalog Mass: 1st Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Family Mass: 2nd Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

Charismatic & Healing Mass: 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Schedule 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (in the church) 

Monday through Friday 
11:30 a.m. –12:00 p.m.  

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
Every Tuesday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Sacred Heart 
First Friday of the month at 4:00 p.m.. 

Sto. Niño Devotion 
Every Friday after the 12:00 p.m. Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima 
First Saturday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

Damaged Blessed Items 
     If you have any damaged blessed items, including statues and 
Bibles, as well as sacramentals, such as crucifixes and rosaries, 
please feel free to drop them off in our gift shop. We’ll make sure 
they are disposed of properly and respectfully. 

AAA Update 
(as of 21 April 2026) 

Following Jesus’ Way of Love 
     Throughout the Easter season, we hear the story of the earli-
est Christian communities in readings from the Acts of the 
Apostles. We hear how the people grappled with what it meant 
to place their faith and trust in the Lord, understanding that 
doing so called them to live differently—to follow Jesus’ way 
of love. This is more than a history lesson for us. As we hear 
how the people were drawn to Christ and learned to follow Je-
sus, we are invited to ask ourselves how fully we are taking the 
gospel to heart. Is Jesus our way, truth, and life? Do our daily 
actions announce the praises of the Lord? 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Our Fascinating Faith 
May and Mary 

     There have long been devotions to our Blessed Mother, but 
the dedication of the month of May to Mary is a more recent 
development in the long history of the Church. In the sixteenth 
century there were month-long Marian devotions, but they were 
not necessarily associated with May. In medieval times, various 
celebrations involving Mary occurred in May. But it wasn’t 
until late eighteenth-century Italy that the idea of dedicating 
May to Mary began to take root. This notion flourished in the 
nineteenth century and began to foster daily devotions, frequent 
rosaries, and May crownings around the world. And so May, 
the lovely month of nature’s motherhood, came to be dedicated 
to our Blessed Mother Mary.  
     With Mary, the apostles and first disciples kept prayerful 
vigil for the Spirit’s coming, the culmination of Mary’s faith-
filled lifetime. Mary’s faith was shown forth in her acceptance 
of the angel’s word at the Annunciation, her charity in the Vis-
itation to Elizabeth, her trust in Joseph during the flight into 
Egypt, her steadfast vigil beneath her Son’s cross. Throughout 
these joyful and sorrowful mysteries of her life, Mary’s faith-
filled heart embraced God’s will, making her an instrument for 
the accomplishment of God’s plan for our salvation, and a liv-
ing model for us of trust and perseverance. For Mary’s un-
daunted faith and the selfless love it inspired, all generations 
shall call her blessed. 

~ Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc  

Catholic Charities CYO 
     One of the largest non-profit provid-
ers of social services in the Bay Area, 
Catholic Charities CYO's programs 
help people of all faiths; everyone is 
welcome. Though an agency of the San 
Francisco Archdiocese, they operate as 
an independent organization and do not 

contribute funds to the church in any way. In fact, 86% of your 
donation goes directly into our programs.  Catholic Charities 
CYO is the social services arm of the Catholic Church in the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, but is not funded by the Archdioc-
esan Annual Appeal. Once each year, they ask you, our parishion-
ers, for your support.  Please give generously during next week’s 
second collection for this worthwhile cause. 



St. Patrick Church Lifetime Donors 
     You can still make a donation by going to our parish web-
site: www.stpatricksf.org. On our homepage scroll down and 
click Online Giving. Create an account if you don’t have one. 
Once you have created an account, please choose the Lifetime 
Donor option. We are asking a Lifetime Donor to donate a min-
imum of $20 a week or $80 a month. Your privacy and finan-
cial information are safe with us. And we recommend that you 
use your credit card for an easier and faster transaction. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 
For more information, 

email us at information@stpatricksf.org  
or call us at 415-421-3730 

We have 86 Lifetime Donors as of 28 January 2026 

An expanded color version of our 
printed bulletin, with online-only 

content, is available on our website: 
www.stpatricksf.org 

The God Squad Catholic TV Mass 
     The God Squad Catholic 
TV Mass, aired every Sunday, 
provides inclusion for those 
who are homebound, hospital-

ized, incarcerated and/or unable to attend Sunday Mass. Mon-
signor Harry Schlitt began broadcasting the TV Mass in the late 
1970s and it has been airing ever since. Please watch the TV 
Mass on Sunday mornings on the following stations: 

In San Francisco 
KTSF (CH 26) at 6:00 a.m.; KRON (CH 4) at 5:30 a.m.; 

and in Sacramento 
KTXL (Fox 40) at 5:30 a.m.  

     You may also view the Mass at any time by going to Father-
Harry.org. You may also find the program beneficial to you, 
someone in your family, or a friend.  
     We need your participation and support to continue this val-
uable ministry. 

St. Patrick 175th Anniversary Gala 
     From humble beginnings on 4th St here in San Francisco 
way back in 1851, we will be celebrating our 175th anniversary 
as a parish on June 6, 2026.  

Dinner tickets for $100 may still be available 
from the various parish organizations 

Raffle tickets are still available from the parish office 
($25 for a booklet of three, sold as booklets only) 

     Sponsorships are also available in our Gala program. Please 
contact the parish office for more details. 
     As part of our Gala celebration, on Sunday, May 31st, we 
will serve coffee and donuts after the 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Masses which will coincide with our ministry fair. Come and 
see what’s going on ministry-wise at St. Patrick. You just might 
find something that will inspire you to join. See some old 
friends, make some new friends, have some coffee and donuts, 
and maybe join a parish organization. What could be better than 
that!! 

Catholic Prayer Corner 
Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known  
that anyone who fled to your protection,  
implored your help, or sought your intercession 
was left unaided. 
Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto you, 
O Virgin of Virgins, my Mother. 
To you I come, before you I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, 
despise not my petitions, 
but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

Are You a Registered Parishioner? 
Please do not take for granted that you are registered in the 
parish just because you attend Mass here.  Are you on our 
mailing list? If not, it could be quite embarrassing to us, to you 
and to your family when someone wants to make wedding 
plans, have a baby baptized, or if you are asked to act as spon-
sor for Baptism or Confirmation requiring a note of Catholicity 
from us.  If we have no record of your membership, we cannot 
do this.  Please take the time to register and be a part of the St. 
Patrick faith community. 



 

Mass Intentions for May 03 - 09 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 
03 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI All Parishioners Of St. Patrick 
† Catalina & Lolita Purqued 
SI Glorina Ochangco 
† Rosalinda Del Rosario 
SI Florentina Palacio 

 
 

Monday 
04 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Jesus & Helen Delos Santos 
FH David Sun 
SI Jesus, Jr & Malu Paningbatan 

Intention 

 
 

Tuesday 
05 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
07 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

SI Naomi Quioco 
† Garry Arlan 
SI Lolita Ramos 

 
 

Friday 
08 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

TG Domingo Ordoveza 
† Mario Villanueva 
BD Robert Kalb 

 
 

Saturday 
09 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

BD Mary Nguyen 
† Beatriz Mauricio 
BD Catherine H. Alviar 

Time Date 

† Ricardo Luib, Sr. 
SI Jun &Emy Pasion 
SI Estrellita Perez 

 
 

Wednesday 
06 

7:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

† Apolinar & Lita Deguzman 
BD Connie Raiche 
† Damian Regaspi, Sr. 

Upcoming Events in the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 

May 19 (5:00 pm PT) / May 21 (8:00 pm PT)  An evening for 
the separated or divorced webinar  with Carolyn Klika, co-
sponsored by the Archdiocese of SF. Struggling with the pain 
of marital strife, separation or divorce? this Evening is for you. 
Whether you feel disconnected from the Church or are deeply 
engaged—you are welcome here. You belong. More infor-
mation and registration here. Sessions will be offered twice, 
once (5/19) on East Coast time, once (5/21) for West Coast. 
June 29 – July 5  CANA Week is a wonderful 6-day retreat for 
couples at St. Anthony Retreat near Sequoia National Park in 
California.  Kids are welcome! Take time away to strengthen 
your marriage and deepen your spiritual life, while your kids 
have a great time with new friends in their own parallel pro-
gram. The week includes teachings, prayer, daily mass, and 
time together as a couple and as a family.  There is plenty of 
fun, relaxation, and celebration, all in an ecumenical con-
text.  Register here, or email questions to info@canausa.org 

Longing 
     The hand will not reach out for what the heart does not long 
for. 

~ German proverb 

Congratulations to our Confirmation 
Students and Catechists!! 

     Eight of our Religious Education students received the Sac-
rament of Confirmation from Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone 
on Saturday, April 24, 2026 at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the 
Assumption. 

Teamwork and Ego-A Fable 
     The sin (and danger) of excessive pride (or an excessive ego) 
is admirably demonstrated in this simple fable: 
     A frog asked two geese to take him south with them. At first 
they resisted; they didn't see how it could be done. Finally, the 
frog suggested that the two geese hold a stick in their beaks and 
that he would hold on to it with his mouth. 
     So off the unlikely threesome went, flying southward over 
the countryside. It was really quite a sight. People looked up 
and expressed great admiration at this demonstration of creative 
teamwork. 
     Someone said, "It's wonderful! Who was so clever to discov-
er such a fine way to travel?" 
     Whereupon the frog opened his mouth and said, "It was I, " 
as it plummeted to the earth. 



 



May 03 
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May 03 
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Releasing the Holy 
     One day God noticed a huge racket going on around a man 
in Italy. Day after day, this man hammered and chiseled away at 
stone; it was as if he had discovered something alive inside it 
and with determination and passion he labored to set it free. 
From pieces of marble that he himself had chosen from the Car-
rara quarries, he set about “releasing” magnificent figures. Yet 
even God was surprised at what was emerging out of the stone 
this time. The man was trying to set God free! God went to visit 
the sculptor. “Michelangelo,” God said, “what exactly are you 
doing?” “Lord,” he answered, “I am setting you free, so every-
one will recognize you, not only in this stone, but in all those 
who suffer unjustly and die violently at the hands of others and 
those who mourn for them. I don’t want people to forget what 
you did for us.” And the Lord spoke again to Michelangelo: 
“Hmm. In times past I have stayed in rocks and mountains, 
wells and tombs, and in the Ark of my Temple, but I don’t re-
member living in the stone you are working on now.” And Mi-
chelangelo answered, “Lord, as I see it, since your Son came to 
us, you don’t have to pick and choose your places of rest. He 
left your Holy Spirit everywhere; we just have to search it out, 
discover it, touch it, and reveal it to others.” The Lord was more 
than happy with what Michelangelo had said and left him to get 
back to work. Michelangelo chipped away at the huge piece of 
marble and slowly, very slowly, the sculptor set free the figure 
of a woman holding the body of her dead son in her lap. 

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Vocation 
     Roman Catholics in the United States spend a good deal of 
time speaking of “vocation” and the manner in which each of 
us discerns our vocation for life. In today’s apostolic letter, 
however, Peter gives us the “cornerstone” of our vocation, the 
description of what each of us is called to first and foremost by 
our baptism. He describes our vocation as “a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of [God’s] own, so 
that you may announce the praises” of Christ, who called us out 
of darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). All of us, no matter what 
path our life’s vocation may take us down, have been chosen by 
God, made holy, and anointed as priests in the high priesthood 
of Christ through baptism. All of this, so that we may announce 
the praises of Christ. Vocation is given for proclamation at 
home, in the workplace—wherever life takes us—in service, in 
word, and in sacrament. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     If there is such a thing as a Catholic “trademark” it is the 
sign of the cross, first traced on the senses of catechumens as 
they begin the journey to baptism, or on the forehead of an in-
fant who is brought to the doors of the church at baptism. 
     As early as the third century, Christians were tracing the 
sign of the cross on their bodies. At first, the cross was traced 
on the forehead during times of prayer and daily occupations. 
We use a similar small cross today as we trace the cross over 
on the forehead, lips, and heart at the Gospel during Mass. 
Much later, the full-body sign traced from forehead to heart to 
shoulders took shape, perhaps copying the priest’s gesture of 
blessing with the consecrated host during Mass. Today, this 
superb baptismal gift is a sign of belonging to Christ and the 
community, a way of focusing our attention, of asking for 
God’s blessing, of tracing on our shoulders a willingness to 
find meaning in life’s burdens. In the sign of the cross, we have 
an ever-available means of expressing gratitude for our bap-

Living Stewardship Now 
     “Genuine sacred art draws man to adoration, to prayer, and 
to the love of God, Creator and Savior, the Holy One and Sanc-
tifier” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2502). 

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Greater Than Jesus? 
     Of all the promises Jesus made to his 
disciples, I sometimes find the one at the 
end of today’s Gospel to be the most 
amazing of all. Jesus tells his disciples 
that they would do greater works than he 
did. What could be greater than walking 
on water, curing a blind man, raising the 
dead, or feeding five thousand people 
with only a few loaves of bread? 

     First, we have to ask what Jesus would think is greater. The 
apostles performed many miracles because of their faith in the 
Lord. They cured the sick, and Peter even brought a dead wom-
an back to life (Acts 9:40). Paul resuscitates a young man after 
practically boring him to death (Acts 20:7–12). But even these 
signs are not greater than what Jesus did. 
     No, Jesus meant greater in the sense of the true work of a 
disciple. When he sent the disciples out to cure the sick and cast 
out demons, his main purpose was to have them preach the 
Good News. Getting people to change their hearts and follow 
him was more important than impressing them with his miracles 
or amusing them with his parables. The disciples started right 
after Pentecost, when they received the power of the Holy Spir-
it. Peter went outside and began preaching to the people—not 
just any crowd, but those who called for Jesus to be crucified 
(Acts 2:14–41). The story ends with three thousand people get-
ting baptized. 
     I wonder if we have the same kind of trust in Jesus that the 
apostles had. Would we be able to speak to a large crowd of 
non-believers and get them to all be baptized? Maybe we have 
to start like the apostles did. They talked about their experience 
of finding the empty tomb. They prayed, they discussed what 
had happened, and they looked for Jesus to appear to them. We 
can do those same things. We can talk about our faith with our 
families, in a parish discussion group, or helping with the 
RCIA. We can pray to be filled with the gifts of the Spirit and 
to see Jesus in other people. And we can look for God to act in 
our lives so that we can share God’s love, which has been given 
to us, with those who do not know the Lord. 

~ Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
     Today’s readings describe the complexities of trying to live 
a spiritual life while still living in a world that demands con-
crete action. Acts tell us about disagreements beginning to 
emerge in the early Christian communities over divisions of 
labor. Some people are praying and preaching while others are 
feeding the hungry. In First Peter we are reminded that Jesus is 
the cornerstone. Jesus was rejected yet is the very foundation 
for building the community, and yet he also a stumbling block 
for those who do not follow the path laid out by his life and 
works. In John we hear again the contrast of the spiritual and 
the concrete, of houses with many rooms, of truth and life. Is it 
surprising that the apostles and we are sometimes confused 
about how to live the life Jesus intended for us?  

Finding Reality in Faith 
     The readings today describe a faith community struggling 
with the realities of preaching, teaching, praying, and spreading 
the word of God while others are concerned about putting food 
on the table and a roof over their heads. In Acts decisions are 
made about a division of labor. Some will preach and others 
will ensure that the community is fed. In First Peter there is talk 
of spiritual houses, builders, and cornerstones, of faith and 
stumbling blocks. In John, Jesus begins to prepare the apostles 
for his departure. Jesus talks about his Father’s house but the 
apostles want concrete answers to their questions. They want to 
see the Father. They don’t know the way. Jesus’ response is 
both spiritual and concrete. His answer is both faith and works. 

Finding Faith in the Real World 
     The tensions within the readings are tensions we feel every 
day between our faith and the world in which we live. We 
stumble over stones that litter the way, over lies that hide the 
truth, even over the reality of death. We want our faith to be 
solid, so we can test its permanence and reality. But faith is not 
concrete. Faith is a living thing, a leap into the unknown. 
Works are concrete. The works of the apostles are what sus-
tained them even as they struggled with their own faith. We 
must feed the hungry and shelter the homeless even as we 
speak to ourselves and others of faith beyond brick and mortar. 
While we live in a world of harsh realities, we must remember 
there are realities beyond those we see but not beyond our be-
lief. We know that the faith born of love for others and lived 
out in caring for the sick and sorrowful, the hungry and home-
less, the poor and imprisoned is real.  

~ Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     In many parish churches, more rarely in monastery churches 
and cathedrals, the tabernacle with the Blessed Sacrament is 
visible from a doorway or aisle in the church. Normally, a per-
son is to give the proper sign of reverence, a genuflection, when 
passing in proximity to the tabernacle. The word “genuflect” 
comes from Latin roots meaning bending (or flexing) the knee. 
A common-sense exception to the rule is for a sacristan who is 
taking care of the church and can’t be genuflecting every thirty 
seconds during a vacuum run. Also excepted are persons in 
procession entrusted with important symbols of the Lord’s pres-
ence. So, a crossbearer or a minister carrying the Gospel book, 
or ministers on their way to their Communion stations do not 
genuflect. For everyone else, the usual sign of reverence for the 
Lord’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament is to genuflect on the 
right knee. 
     The oldest form of reverence during prayer in our tradition 
is standing; kneeling or genuflecting is a sign borrowed from 
old civic practice. The posture of kneeling, even on one knee, is 
a sign of submission. Servants would take this position before 
their masters in the ancient world. It said: I’m not running 
away, I’m yours, I’m here for you. This is what your genuflec-
tion says when you enter a Catholic church where the place of 
reservation of the Blessed Sacrament is visible to you: I’m 
yours. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Much-Needed Love 
     No one needs love more than someone who doesn’t deserve 
it. 

~ Anonymous 

Much-Needed Love 
     No one needs love more than someone who doesn’t deserve 
it. 

~ Anonymous 

Kindness 

If you haven't any charity in your heart, you have the worst 
kind of heart trouble. - Bob Hope 
 
Never look down on anybody unless you're helping him up. - 
Jesse Jackson 
 
A good character is the best tombstone.  Those who loved you 
and were helped by you will remember you when forget-me-
nots have withered.  Carve your name on hearts, not on marble. 
- Charles H. Spurgeon 
 
It's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice. - 
Author Unknown 
 
Today, give a stranger one of your smiles.  It might be the only 
sunshine he sees all day. - Quoted in P.S. I Love You, compiled 
by H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
 
Treat everyone with politeness, even those who are rude to you 
- not because they are nice, but because you are. - Author Un-
known 
 
What this world needs is a new kind of army - the army of the 
kind. - Cleveland Amory 
 
A fellow who does things that count, doesn't usually stop to 
count them. - Variation of a saying by Albert Einstein 
 
Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind 
can see. - Mark Twain 
 
How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the 
young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the 
striving and tolerant of the weak and strong.  Because someday 
in your life you will have been all of these. - George Washing-
ton Carver 
 
You can't live a perfect day without doing something for some-
one who will never be able to repay you. - John Wooden 
 
Kindness, like a boomerang, always returns. - Author Unknown 
 
Real generosity is doing something nice for someone who will 
never find out. - Frank A. Clark 
 
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a 
kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the small-
est act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 
around. - Leo Buscaglia 
 
The only people with whom you should try to get even are 
those who have helped you. - John E. Southard 

Living God’s Word 
     We pray the Lord to give us confidence to trust in his word 
that he has gone to prepare a permanent dwelling place for us, 
where we will be with him and all those who have gone ahead 
of us. We pray that this assurance may strengthen us to live as 
if we were already there. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 03, 2026 

“I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father  
except through me.” 

~ John 14:6 



Communion in the Home 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are available to 
bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass.  
Please call the office at 415-421-3730 for more information. 

Extremes 
     If you wish to go to extremes, let it be in sweetness, pa-
tience, humility, and charity. 

~ St. Philip Neri 

Greater Than Jesus? 
     Of all the promises Jesus made to his disciples, I 
sometimes find the one at the end of today’s Gos-
pel to be the most amazing of all. Jesus tells his 
disciples that they would do greater works than he 
did. What could be greater than walking on water, 

curing a blind man, raising the dead, or feeding five thousand 
people with only a few loaves of bread? 
     First, we have to ask what Jesus would think is greater. The 
apostles performed many miracles because of their faith in the 
Lord. They cured the sick, and Peter even brought a dead wom-
an back to life (Acts 9:40). Paul resuscitates a young man after 
practically boring him to death (Acts 20:7–12). But even these 
signs are not greater than what Jesus did. 
     No, Jesus meant greater in the sense of the true work of a 
disciple. When he sent the disciples out to cure the sick and cast 
out demons, his main purpose was to have them preach the 
Good News. Getting people to change their hearts and follow 
him was more important than impressing them with his miracles 
or amusing them with his parables. The disciples started right 
after Pentecost, when they received the power of the Holy Spir-
it. Peter went outside and began preaching to the people—not 
just any crowd, but those who called for Jesus to be crucified 
(Acts 2:14–41). The story ends with three thousand people get-
ting baptized. 
     I wonder if we have the same kind of trust in Jesus that the 
apostles had. Would we be able to speak to a large crowd of 
non-believers and get them to all be baptized? Maybe we have 
to start like the apostles did. They talked about their experience 
of finding the empty tomb. They prayed, they discussed what 
had happened, and they looked for Jesus to appear to them. We 
can do those same things. We can talk about our faith with our 
families, in a parish discussion group, or helping with the 
RCIA. We can pray to be filled with the gifts of the Spirit and 
to see Jesus in other people. And we can look for God to act in 
our lives so that we can share God’s love, which has been given 
to us, with those who do not know the Lord. 

~ Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
     Today’s readings describe the complexities of trying to live 
a spiritual life while still living in a world that demands con-
crete action. Acts tell us about disagreements beginning to 
emerge in the early Christian communities over divisions of 
labor. Some people are praying and preaching while others are 
feeding the hungry. In First Peter we are reminded that Jesus is 
the cornerstone. Jesus was rejected yet is the very foundation 
for building the community, and yet he also a stumbling block 
for those who do not follow the path laid out by his life and 
works. In John we hear again the contrast of the spiritual and 
the concrete, of houses with many rooms, of truth and life. Is it 
surprising that the apostles and we are sometimes confused 
about how to live the life Jesus intended for us?  

Finding Reality in Faith 
     The readings today describe a faith community struggling 
with the realities of preaching, teaching, praying, and spreading 
the word of God while others are concerned about putting food 
on the table and a roof over their heads. In Acts decisions are 
made about a division of labor. Some will preach and others 
will ensure that the community is fed. In First Peter there is talk 
of spiritual houses, builders, and cornerstones, of faith and 
stumbling blocks. In John, Jesus begins to prepare the apostles 
for his departure. Jesus talks about his Father’s house but the 
apostles want concrete answers to their questions. They want to 
see the Father. They don’t know the way. Jesus’ response is 
both spiritual and concrete. His answer is both faith and works. 

Finding Faith in the Real World 
     The tensions within the readings are tensions we feel every 
day between our faith and the world in which we live. We 
stumble over stones that litter the way, over lies that hide the 
truth, even over the reality of death. We want our faith to be 
solid, so we can test its permanence and reality. But faith is not 
concrete. Faith is a living thing, a leap into the unknown. 
Works are concrete. The works of the apostles are what sus-
tained them even as they struggled with their own faith. We 
must feed the hungry and shelter the homeless even as we 
speak to ourselves and others of faith beyond brick and mortar. 
While we live in a world of harsh realities, we must remember 
there are realities beyond those we see but not beyond our be-
lief. We know that the faith born of love for others and lived 
out in caring for the sick and sorrowful, the hungry and home-
less, the poor and imprisoned is real.  

~ Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

Living God’s Word 
     We pray the Lord to give us confidence to trust in his word 
that he has gone to prepare a permanent dwelling place for us, 
where we will be with him and all those who have gone ahead 
of us. We pray that this assurance may strengthen us to live as 
if we were already there. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     Over the years several television shows have focused on 
rebuilding and reshaping houses. For over thirty years PBS’s 
This Old House has offered tips on repairing homes. More re-
cently, Extreme Makeover takes a team into someone’s home 
and transforms it to meet the serious needs of its occupants, 
often dealing with health or disability issues or trying to serve 
the larger community in some way. 
     From the beginning the church has been imagined as a house 
of living stones, built on Jesus Christ, a dwelling place where 
people come for shelter and sustenance, where they can set 
down their burdens and find comfort and consolation before 
being sent back out in the world to make it a better place to 
live. 
     The risen Christ is truly one who offers an “extreme makeo-
ver.” He can be trusted to shape us into a dwelling place where 
the Spirit of the Lord takes up permanent residence, bringing 
gifts to benefit the world. From the beginning there have been 
challenges for those who form the church, and an ongoing need 
for renovation to meet the needs of the time. 
     Our efforts to make the church a home where love, mercy, 
justice, and peace will be found should lead us to build more 
firmly on Jesus our cornerstone. When the time comes, the 
home he promised to prepare for us and take us to should be 
easily recognizable. It should not be that much different from 
the church we have been living in all our lives. 

 ~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



Treasures From Our Tradition 
     Eastern Christians have no sacrament of “confirmation,” but 
they have always had the custom of richly anointing the newly 
baptized in myron, or sacred chrism. They also give even in-
fants a taste of the Precious Blood, thereby doing away with 
any notion of “First Communion” in later childhood. 
     In the West, although we too have an anointing with chrism 
for the newly baptized, for centuries we have normally reserved 
a second anointing for the bishop, sometimes many years after 
baptism. There are many reasons for this, not the least of which 
is the fact that in early times the bishop was the ordinary person 
to officiate at baptism, not the presybyter (priest). The bishop 
did it all, from plunging the catechumens into the font, to pour-
ing chrism over them, to immediately celebrating the Eucharist. 
When bishops began to cede some of their ministry to the ranks 
of presbyters, they desired to maintain a strong relationship 
with baptism. Thus it was decided that the solemn post-
baptismal anointing, the laying on of hands, and the prayer for 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit were to be detached from infant bap-
tism. So, to the present day, we have two anointings after bap-
tism: one by the priest, and the other normally by the bishop. 
By the fifth century, the word “confirmation” had surfaced to 
refer to this second anointing. 

     ~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Vocation 
     Roman Catholics in the United States spend a good deal of 
time speaking of “vocation” and the manner in which each of 
us discerns our vocation for life. In today’s apostolic letter, 
however, Peter gives us the “cornerstone” of our vocation, the 
description of what each of us is called to first and foremost by 
our baptism. He describes our vocation as “a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of [God’s] own, so that 
you may announce the praises” of Christ, who called us out of 
darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). All of us, no matter what path 
our life’s vocation may take us down, have been chosen by 
God, made holy, and anointed as priests in the high priesthood 
of Christ through baptism. All of this, so that we may announce 
the praises of Christ. Vocation is given for proclamation at 
home, in the workplace—wherever life takes us—in service, in 
word, and in sacrament. 

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Feast of Faith 
The Preparation of the Altar 

     The altar is the focal point of our churches. It is a sign of 
Christ in our midst; indeed, it has been said that “the altar is 
Christ” (Dedication of an Altar, 4). The altar is a table “on 
which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in mystery 
throughout the ages until Christ comes”; but it is also the place 
for a festive meal: “a table at which the Church’s children as-
semble to give thanks to God and receive the body and blood of 
Christ” (Dedication of an Altar, 4).  
     Both these functions of the altar are clear in the rites for the 
preparation of the altar that follow the general intercessions, 
which remind us of the preparations we make at home for a 
festive meal. The deacon or altar servers come forward and, 
bowing, place a cloth known as a corporal (from the Latin for 
“body”) over the altar cloth. They place the chalice, the cup to 
be used in the celebration of the Eucharist, and the Sacramen-
tary or Roman Missal, which contains the prayers of the Mass, 
on the altar. These reverent preparations help us to focus on 
what is about to happen: the sharing of a holy meal, a solemn 
sacrifice. 

Corinna Laughlin, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Releasing the Holy 
     One day God noticed a huge racket going on around a man 
in Italy. Day after day, this man hammered and chiseled away at 
stone; it was as if he had discovered something alive inside it 
and with determination and passion he labored to set it free. 
From pieces of marble that he himself had chosen from the Car-
rara quarries, he set about “releasing” magnificent figures. Yet 
even God was surprised at what was emerging out of the stone 
this time. The man was trying to set God free! God went to visit 
the sculptor. “Michelangelo,” God said, “what exactly are you 
doing?” “Lord,” he answered, “I am setting you free, so every-
one will recognize you, not only in this stone, but in all those 
who suffer unjustly and die violently at the hands of others and 
those who mourn for them. I don’t want people to forget what 
you did for us.” And the Lord spoke again to Michelangelo: 
“Hmm. In times past I have stayed in rocks and mountains, 
wells and tombs, and in the Ark of my Temple, but I don’t re-
member living in the stone you are working on now.” And Mi-
chelangelo answered, “Lord, as I see it, since your Son came to 
us, you don’t have to pick and choose your places of rest. He 
left your Holy Spirit everywhere; we just have to search it out, 
discover it, touch it, and reveal it to others.” The Lord was more 
than happy with what Michelangelo had said and left him to get 
back to work. Michelangelo chipped away at the huge piece of 
marble and slowly, very slowly, the sculptor set free the figure 
of a woman holding the body of her dead son in her lap. 

The Way 
     Today we sense the apostles’ trepidation as they begin to 
realize that the Lord would soon be leaving them. In their fear, 
they ask, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how 
can we know the way?” (John 14:5). Jesus tells them that he is 
the way. The Easter season has been a time of growing in Easter 
faith so that we, too, may learn to know that Jesus is the way. 
We can take comfort in the Lord’s promise that he is going to 
his Father’s house to prepare a place for us, his chosen people 
who have been called out of darkness into God’s wonderful 
light. As the paschal candle continues to burn during this holy 
season, let us remember that in baptism we were given the light 
of Christ. With Christ our light as the beacon lighting our way, 
let us march toward the glory of Pentecost. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     In many parish churches, more rarely in monastery churches 
and cathedrals, the tabernacle with the Blessed Sacrament is 
visible from a doorway or aisle in the church. Normally, a per-
son is to give the proper sign of reverence, a genuflection, when 
passing in proximity to the tabernacle. The word “genuflect” 
comes from Latin roots meaning bending (or flexing) the knee. 
A common-sense exception to the rule is for a sacristan who is 
taking care of the church and can’t be genuflecting every thirty 
seconds during a vacuum run. Also excepted are persons in 
procession entrusted with important symbols of the Lord’s pres-
ence. So, a crossbearer or a minister carrying the Gospel book, 
or ministers on their way to their Communion stations do not 
genuflect. For everyone else, the usual sign of reverence for the 
Lord’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament is to genuflect on the 
right knee. 
     The oldest form of reverence during prayer in our tradition is 
standing; kneeling or genuflecting is a sign borrowed from old 
civic practice. The posture of kneeling, even on one knee, is a 
sign of submission. Servants would take this position before 
their masters in the ancient world. It said: I’m not running 
away, I’m yours, I’m here for you. This is what your genuflec-
tion says when you enter a Catholic church where the place of 
reservation of the Blessed Sacrament is visible to you: I’m 
yours. 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Travelers Alert 
Mass times and locations of Catholic Churches throughout the 
country are available at www.Masstimes.org. 

Relevant Radio 
   Tune your radio to 1260 AM or 101.7 FM for 24-hour broad-
casts concerning Catholic teachings and prayers. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
     Over the years several television shows have focused on 
rebuilding and reshaping houses. For over thirty years PBS’s 
This Old House has offered tips on repairing homes. More re-
cently, Extreme Makeover takes a team into someone’s home 
and transforms it to meet the serious needs of its occupants, 
often dealing with health or disability issues or trying to serve 
the larger community in some way. 
     From the beginning the church has been imagined as a house 
of living stones, built on Jesus Christ, a dwelling place where 
people come for shelter and sustenance, where they can set 
down their burdens and find comfort and consolation before 
being sent back out in the world to make it a better place to live. 
     The risen Christ is truly one who offers an “extreme makeo-
ver.” He can be trusted to shape us into a dwelling place where 
the Spirit of the Lord takes up permanent residence, bringing 
gifts to benefit the world. From the beginning there have been 
challenges for those who form the church, and an ongoing need 
for renovation to meet the needs of the time. 
     Our efforts to make the church a home where love, mercy, 
justice, and peace will be found should lead us to build more 
firmly on Jesus our cornerstone. When the time comes, the 
home he promised to prepare for us and take us to should be 
easily recognizable. It should not be that much different from 
the church we have been living in all our lives. 

 ~ James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.  
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

The Way 
     Today we sense the apostles’ trepidation as they begin to 
realize that the Lord would soon be leaving them. In their fear, 
they ask, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how 
can we know the way?” (John 14:5). Jesus tells them that he is 
the way. The Easter season has been a time of growing in East-
er faith so that we, too, may learn to know that Jesus is the way. 
We can take comfort in the Lord’s promise that he is going to 
his Father’s house to prepare a place for us, his chosen people 
who have been called out of darkness into God’s wonderful 
light. As the paschal candle continues to burn during this holy 
season, let us remember that in baptism we were given the light 
of Christ. With Christ our light as the beacon lighting our way, 
let us march toward the glory of Pentecost. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Treasures From Our Tradition 
     The origins of the custom of burning a lamp before the tab-
ernacle are in Jewish worship, where a lamp called ner tamid or 
“eternal flame” burns before the ark in every synagogue. The 
ark contains the sacred scrolls of the Torah. The flame repre-
sents the menorah in the Temple, and therefore is never extin-
guished. In fact, the word “tabernacle” itself is derived from 
Hebrew, as taber is the Hebrew word for “tent,” and hearkens 
back to the forty years of wandering in the desert. The pilgrim 
people were sustained in hope by an awareness that God was 
not only in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night, but had quite literally “pitched his tent with them” in the 
shelter for the Ark of the Covenant. Some artisans have used 
this theme of “ark” or “tent” to design a tabernacle for the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
     In Christian practice, Anglicans and Catholics use a sanctu-
ary lamp to point toward the presence of the reserved sacra-
ment, and Lutherans use it as a sign of God’s presence in the 
house of worship, but not necessarily as a clue that the Eucha-
rist is reserved. Why, even in an age of electric light, is the 
sanctuary lamp an oil light or candle? Perhaps not only to point 
to Christ, the light of the world, but also to point to sacrifice. 
For the light to exist, there must be sacrifice. The oil or wax is 
transformed into light, just as those who pray here, or who will 
receive viaticum from here, are called to transformation in 
Christ. 

—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Lost in Rome 
     A few years ago, while on a pilgrimage to Rome, I found 
myself boarding a bus that I thought was headed in the direction 
of my hotel. As the bus continued along its route I began to 
wonder if we were going in the right direction. The hotel was 
close to St. Peter’s basilica, so as long as I could glimpse the 
dome of St. Peter’s I figured I was all right. High on one of 
Rome’s famous hills, the bus came to a stop and the driver an-
nounced that this was the end of the line. I disembarked and 
could very clearly see the dome of St. Peter’s. It seemed like I 
could just reach out and touch it. Unfortunately, I had no way of 
knowing how to get there. It looked close enough, but with 
Rome’s winding streets, it was probably miles away.  

The Way 

     During our spiritual journey we can become frustrated by 
what we perceive as a lack of progress toward an intimate union 
with our God. Because we have tasted the goodness of God in 
the past, we know what that taste is like, yet it so often remains 
elusive. It’s like glimpsing the dome of St. Peter’s but having 
no idea how to return there. Today we are reminded once again 
that there really is only one way to achieve intimate union with 
God. Jesus reminds us that he is the way, the truth, and the life. 
If we are frustrated with our lack of progress on our faith jour-
ney, then coming to Mass this week has been the best remedy, 
for here we listen to the Lord’s very words and become inti-
mately connected with him in the Eucharist. After a lot of ef-
fort, I was able to get a taxi back to my hotel in Rome. Our 
journey to God requires effort on our part as well. This is why 
we make the commitment to gather each week with fellow pil-
grims, traveling the journey of discipleship that we hope will 
one day lead to one of the many dwelling places prepared for us 
in God’s house. 

~ Copyright © 2007, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

The Way 
     In today’s Gospel reading we hear part of Jesus’ discourse at 
the Last Supper as reported in the Gospel of John. “I am the 
way and the truth and life,” Jesus assures his disciples. At that 
time they did not understand what he meant; they wanted easy 
answers. “Just show us the Father,” Philip begged. 
     But the first and second readings show us how the early 
church came to understand Jesus’ words. The amazing growth 
of the church led them to select seven men to do the works of 
service needed with so many new members. The followers of 
Jesus had grown in such numbers that Peter could exclaim in 
his Letter over the fact that Christ, the “rejected stone,” was 
now the cornerstone on whom the salvation of all the world 
rests. Down to this present day, he is truly the way, the truth, 
and the life. 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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