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One of the great gifts of a church with a long history is that we did not arrive here on our own.

Someone taught us the Scriptures. Someone invited us to worship. Someone taught our Sunday School class,
sang in the choir, worked with our children, prepared a meal, prayed for us, or simply noticed when we needed
encouragement. Long before many of us arrived at Tabernacle, faithful people were already building something
that we would one day inherit.

Scripture gives us a beautiful picture of this in Psalm 145:4:

“One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.”

I love that picture. One generation experiences the faithfulness of God and then makes sure the next generation
knows about it.

That is part of what the Church has always done.

The first Christians did it too. Acts 2:42 tells us that they “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Those simple commitments became part of the foundation
upon which generations of Christians have built their lives.

Two thousand years later, we are still doing those same things.

We still gather around Scripture. We still pray. We still worship. We still share life together. We still care for
people in need. We still tell people about Jesus.

The surroundings have changed tremendously, but the heart of what Christ called His Church to be has endured.

And that is why I want to share an important phrase with you:  Purpose Over Preference.

It doesn't mean traditions are unimportant. Quite the opposite. Our traditions often remind us of our purpose.
They carry stories of faithfulness. They connect us with people who came before us and remind us that we are
part of something much larger than ourselves.

The big question we have to determine is how we take the faith that was so lovingly handed to us and faithfully
hand it to someone else.

Someone once made room for us. 
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Purpose Over Preference

Someone cared whether our children knew Jesus. Someone thought about what would help our families grow in
faith. Someone invested time, money, energy, and prayer
so that there would be a church here for us to inherit.

Now we have the privilege of doing the same.
continue on
next page
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That is what excites me about the question and study,  Who Are We Becoming?

This fall, our Discipleship Formation Journey will give us time to explore that question together. We will
remember where we have come from, study Scripture, listen to one another, pray, and seek God's direction for
our church.

I hope you will join me on this 10-week study journey.  You can learn more about the Who Are We Becoming?
Discipleship Formation Journey on our website:  tabernaclemethodist.com.  You can sign up there as well.  I
hope you do.  And together, I hope we enter it grateful for what we have been given and excited about what we
now have the opportunity to give.

Because perhaps one of the greatest ways we can honor those who built the church we inherited is to make sure
another generation inherits a vibrant faith in Jesus from us.

One generation commends His works to another.

May we be faithful with our turn.

-Pastor Matt 

(Updated, Annotated)
by Aiden Wilson Tozer
(Author), A. W. Tozer
(Author), Ruth Zetek
(Editor) 
Format: Kindle Edition
Free today!!

study guide here

Parables Class News…Fall 2026

The Parables Sunday School Class will be starting a new Bible study on Sept. 20. The study is
entitled, “Romans: From Guilt to Grace”. The book of Romans speaks directly to humanity’s
deepest struggles—doubt, pride, fear, and shame. With 30 lessons covering 16 chapters, our study
of Romans invites us to discover the truth about our sin and the incredible gift God offers through
His Son, Jesus Christ: a right relationship with Him. We will discover how the gospel leads us from
guilt to grace, peace, life, confidence, faith, security, surrender, redemption, service, and genuine
community.

The Parables Class is a mix of women, men, couples and singles of various ages. We meet in Room 126 each Sunday from
10-10:45 AM. If you are interested in an in-depth Bible study with lively discussion, we would like to have you join us for
this study.

Brad Ehrhardt and Dan Cockman, Co-leaders

The Pursuit of God
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Tabernacle Methodist Church 
Cemetery Plot Price Increase

Please be advised that effective October 1, the price of
cemetery plots at Tabernacle Methodist Church will
increase from $300 to $500.

Church members may purchase plots at the current price
of $300 through September 30. Beginning October 1, the
new price of $500 will apply.

Please note that the purchase of one cemetery plot is for
one burial.

Members who wish to purchase a plot at the current price
are encouraged to do so before the October 1 price
increase.

For any questions or purchase inquiries, please contact the
church office at 336-674-2941 or email at
office@tabernaclemethodist.com.

As Summer Fades,
 Faithful Giving Sustains Our Mission

As summer draws to a close, autumn returns us to a
familiar, more structured rhythm. Year-end
approaches, and with it comes the natural focus on
the tasks and commitments that prepare us for a
strong finish to the year. Among the most
important of these is meeting our shared
commitment to the church.

Through July, giving totaled $333,671 while
operating expenses reached $408,375, leaving a
shortfall of $74,704. We invite you to prayerfully
consider your role in helping eliminate this deficit
before year-end. Your faithful generosity enables
the vibrant ministries of our church to continue
serving, growing, and sharing God’s love in the
months ahead.

Thank you for partnering with us in this important
work.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 – Remember this: whoever
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

A  M E S S A G E  F R O MA  M E S S A G E  F R O M

FINANCEFINANCE

Our Table @ Tabernacle 
Sept 9 & 23 | Dine-in or Take-out Bring a dessert to share!

Volunteer: Matt/Emily (704) 213-0035

College students and/or parents of college
students please send your address for the

new year to the church office or to
ksmoore43@gmail.com. 

And don't forget to check your mailbox for
uplifting and encouraging mail.

LETTERS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

mailto:ksmoore43@gmail.com


Dear Tabernacle Church Family,

Thank you so much for your prayers, your
visits and the get well cards for Larry. As
many of you know, he is being treated for
pulmonary embolism. That treatment is
with blood thinners and oxygen and will
last a long time.

We are grateful that through God’s grace
doctors and tests were able to pinpoint
Larry’s condition and get him on a
treatment plan that hopefully will lead to
a full recovery.

God is good.

Annette Heath

Teresa Ehrhardt’s family would like to
thank everyone for your thoughts and

prayers over these last few weeks. Your
abundant generosity, kindness and love are

heartfelt and deeply appreciated. 
Thank you so much….Brad Ehrhardt

Dear Church Family!

 Thank you so much for your love, prayers,
encouragement, and concern during Andy’s
cancer diagnosis. This has been a difficult and
unexpected journey. Your calls, messages,
visits, meals, and especially your prayers have
been a tremendous source of comfort and
strength. We have been reminded that we are
not walking this road alone.

As we continue this journey, we appreciate your
continued prayers for Andy, his medical team,
and our family. We trust that God is with us
every step of the way and are thankful for the
many ways He has shown his love through all of
you-
 

With a heartfelt gratitude,
The Family of Andy Griffin

with a
grateful heart

To my Tabernacle Family & Friends,   

Thank you for your prayers, cards
and concerns during my recent
illness.   

~Fred Greeson 

To my Tabernacle Family & Friends,‌  

Thank you for your prayers, cards
and concerns during my recent
illness.‌  

~Fred Greeson 

A heartfelt thank you 

to our church members, volunteers,

TWDS, staff, friends, and family for

your continued dedication and

support throughout the year. 

Let’s continue to stay strong in the

Lord, support one another, and keep

going forward together.

Thank you for all that you do and,

most importantly, for who you are!

~ From all of us
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Parlor     Discerning the Voice of God
Rm 126   The Parables Class 
Rm 130   Adult Disciples 
Rm 134  Curiosity Class                   
CLC          Men’s Bible Study               
CLC          Women's Bible Study   

(Classes Meet From 10-10:45am)

ADULT SUNDAY CLASSESADULT SUNDAY CLASSES

Kids Choir Practice* - Sundays 11 am  Rm 132
Alive Praise Band practice - Sundays 7 pm   CLC
A “Good Start” Bible Study -  Mondays 6 am CLC
Women’s Fitness Fellowship* - Mondays 5:30 pm  CLC
Cub Scouts / Boy Scouts - Mondays 6:30 / 7:30 pm  FH
Sunshine Circle* - 3rd Monday 7 pm   Rm 130
Men’s Basketball Fellowship - Tues/Thurs 6:30 pm  CLC
Kids’ Tumbling* - Tuesdays 4:15 pm  CLC
Backpack Ministry - Wednesdays  Basement
Quilt Ministry - 2nd Wednesday 10 am Basement
Chancel Choir practice - Wednesday 6:30 pm  Sanctuary
Our Table @ Tabernacle - 2  & 4  Wed. 5 - 6:30 pm CLCnd th

Methodist Men* - 2nd Sunday 8 am  FH
Fellowship & Friendship Circle* - 2nd Monday 2 pm  Rm 130
                                                * Not meeting during summer months
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Labor Day, Church Office and TWDS Closed

Our Table @ Tabernacle, 5-6:30 PM CLC

Churchwide Picnic,  4-7 PM Hagan Stone

Due date for Newsletter Content for October 

Our Table @ Tabernacle, 5-6:30 PM CLC

Senior Adult Lunch, 11am The Cutting Board

Brunswick Stew: Prep , 6 PM CLC

Brunswick Stew: Food Prep, 8 AM FH & FH Kitchen

Brunswick Stew: Cooking, 5 AM FH & FH Kitchen

Brunswick Stew: Sale, 2 PM  FH & FH Kitchen



        EMORIALS &    ONORARIUMSM H
In Loving Memory of Teresa Ehrhardt by
 Sharon Neece
 Jackie Neece
 Bob & Joyce Sosnowski
 Tony & Valerie Routh
 Beth, Adam & Ellen Blake
 Alan & Marie Byrd
 Kathryn Edmondson 
 Charlie & Shirley Pratt
 Gil & Kim Strader
 Jerry & Susan Panzner
 Alan & Rhonda Branson
 Mike & Lisa Lee
 Vicky Wheeler 
 Warren & Paula Ginn
 Rumsey & Anne Helms
 Dan & Janie Cockman
 Ed & Peggy Christenbury 
 Dean & Sandra Kiger
 June Sofley
 Phyllis Horney
 Randy & Phyllis Love
 Sam & Angela Jones
 Dennis & Liz Wyrick
 Seth & Lisa Brinkley 
 Patsy Helms
 Freo & Cindy Webster
 Ronnie & Glenda Stout
 Parables Sunday School Class 
 Pete & Brenda Stephens 
 Mike & Barbie Garrett
 Dr. Mary John Baxley
 Jo Heather Dodson & family
 James & Karen Moore
 Michael & Sarah Thomas
 Fran Griffin
 Larry & Annette Heath
 Tim & Judy Shoffner
 Jerry & Iris Brothers
 Richard & Linda Smith
 Fellowship & Friendship Circles
 Jimmy & Janice Horney
 Margee Wrenn
 Patricia Gonan
 Robert & Rebecca Eller
 Ron Hedrick
 Curiosity Sunday School Class 
 Evan & Chelsea Lawson

 In Loving Memory of John Dyson by
 David Dyson 
 
In Loving Memory of Sandy Jones by
 Ellen Blake 
 Loretta Allred 
 Jackie Fogleman 
 Floyd Fogleman 
 Betty Watson
 Charlotte Fogleman
 Kellie Capps
 Carolyn McKinney 
 Brian & Laine Tousey 
 John Todd Allred
 Alan & Marie Byrd
 Mike & Lisa Lee
 Linda Allred 
 
In Loving Memory of Ida Jenkins by 
 Rumsey & Anne Helms 
 
In Loving Memory of Rev. Ned Owens by
 Tabernacle TLC Committee
 
In Loving Memory of Ada & Paul Fields by
 Jack & Marty Fields 
 
In Loving Memory of Anne Norris & Maron
Hollenback by
 Jack & Marty Fields
 
In Loving Memory of Kay Kiger by
 Vicky Wheeler
 
In Honor of Madelaine’s birthday by
 Shellia Williamson
 
In Honor of Ed & Peggy Christenbury’s 60th
Wedding Anniversary by
 Alan & Rhonda Branson
 The Dodson Family
 Jay & Linda Gordon
 
In Loving Memory of Paul B. Christenbury by
 Ed & Peggy Christenbury
 
In Loving Memory of Stanley Walter Smith by
 Ed & Peggy Christenbury 



“ S T E W  S A L E  D A Y ”

2 P M  F E L L O W S H I P

H A L L  K I T C H E N
Per Q

uart 

Convenient one-stop shopping for  Brides, Graduates and Summer Vegetables!

Get a head start on Christmas Shopping!

The Sunshine Circle is selling 100% made-in-the-USA tools, packaged mixes and
other items by RADA Cutlery! Every purchase supports the Sunshine Circle mission
projects. 

Please visit https://rb.gy/7vtgy or scan the QR code. Contact the Church Office for
assistance. 

https://rb.gy/7vtgy
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