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For Businesses The Universal Recycling Law Requirements

Vermont passed the Universal Recycling Law in 2012 to reduce waste and greenhouse gas emissions and
conserve resources and landfill space. This document explains the law’s requirements for businesses. Your
local waste management experts can provide no-cost advice and training. Find yours at 802recycles.com.

State law requires everyone in Vermont to recycle:
e Paper, Boxboard, and Cardboard: uncoated, clean, and dry
e Containers: from food and drinks, empty and rinsed
0 Metal cans
0 Glass bottles and jars
0 Plastic bottles and containers labeled #1 and #2
(other containers may be accepted locally)

Tips for recyclables:

1) Call your trash hauler for recycling collection services. Ask your hauler or local
waste expert what you should or should not recycle.

2) Label your recycling bins with signs that describe what can be recycled. Be
sure to recycle correctly! Empty and rinse containers and keep paper dry.

3) Teach your staff to recycle properly.

State law requires everyone in Vermont to separate their food scraps from the trash starting July 1, 2020.

Businesses must currently separate their food scraps (including cooking
oil and coffee grounds) from the trash if they:
e are within 20 miles of a certified compost facility and
e produce more than 18 tons of food scraps per year (about 700
pounds or 3.5 rolling carts per week).

Tips for leftover food and food scraps:

1) Donate quality food to staff or the local food shelf.

2) Ask your trash hauler if they collect food scraps for composting. If
they do not, contact VT DEC or your local waste experts for options.

3) Call VT DEC to learn how to save money by reducing food waste.

How food scrap collection for composting works:

e Haulers provide outdoor containers for food scraps and will tell you
what can go in them.

e Collect food scraps in labeled, washable containers like 5-gallon buckets, and empty them into the
outdoor containers.

e Teach your staff to compost properly and make sure trash is kept out of the food scraps.
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Learn more at VTrecycles.com or by calling VT DEC at 802-828-1138.
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