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• Question:  Was it hard to balance skating and 
school as a freshman?  Did it get easier or 
harder in subsequent years?

• Answer(s): It can be tough the first year. But it 
gets easier with time. You’re getting used to 
being away from home, being on your own, being away from home, being on your own, 
doing your own planning, etc.  You also have 
more flexibility with your time since you can 
plan your classes (for example) in the morning 
if you plan to skate afternoons.  



• Question: How are the events/rules different 
for collegiate skating from the USFS standard 
track?

• Answer:  Collegiate skating uses the 6.0 
system vs. IJS even for higher levels. Each 
event is considered “separate”, so you can do event is considered “separate”, so you can do 
only a FS and not do a SP. There are no 
“combined” events.  There are also no artistic 
events…just technical.



• Question: Does mentioning my skating on 
college applications help?

• Answer: Yes! But the inclusion of skating 
history was less about tests and medals, and 
more about the commitment, discipline and 
focus.  Mention the early hours before/after focus.  Mention the early hours before/after 
school and how you deal with difficult 
elements.



• Question: How do you manage getting to and 
from a rink? 

• Answer: Some schools have rinks on-site, but 
in other cases you have to find ice off-site.  
The skaters try to carpool with other skaters 
that have a similar schedule if they don’t have that have a similar schedule if they don’t have 
cars themselves.



• Question: Is it hard to get ice time?
• Answer: Sometimes. Hockey tends to get 

priority over figure skating, but sometimes the 
teams will buy ice time for practices.  Even 
having a rink on campus doesn’t guarantee 
available ice.  The UCLA team skates at 
multiple rinks based on available ice.multiple rinks based on available ice.

• Question: Why does hockey tend to get 
priority?

• Answer: It can come down to funding. Hockey 
is NCAA vs. figure skating which is USFS.



• Question: Does it matter if I skate at a lower 
level for the team events?  How does scoring 
work when skaters representing one college 
are different levels?

• Answer: All levels contribute to the team’s 
overall points, and each skater on the team overall points, and each skater on the team 
competes at their respective level.  See the 
chart on the next slide for an explanation of 
the team points calculations.





Final Thoughts

• Collegiate skating is great way to stay close to 
the sport while you’re in college, even if you 
are not training the same number of 
days/hours.  days/hours.  

• A great way to see what a collegiate 
competition looks like is to attend and/or 
volunteer.  


