
Second Sunday of Advent  

The Clearing of the Path — Learning How 
to Look  

Brothers and sisters, last week the Church 

invited us into Advent with one simple 

command: “Stay awake.” Wake up your 

heart. Wake up your desire. Pay attention. 

God is coming. Advent always begins with 

that stirring inside of us—that quiet ache 

that says: There is more. I need more life, 

more hope, more meaning than I have right 

now. Week 1 awakens the longing. And now, 

on this Second Sunday of Advent, we meet 

the one person in all of Scripture who 

knows exactly what to do with that longing. 

We meet John the Baptist. Today’s Gospel 

says, “The word of God came to John in the 

wilderness.” When John begins to preach, 



people pour out to him—crowds from 

every village, rich and poor, tax collectors 

and soldiers, ordinary workers and even 

the religious leaders. Everybody goes out to 

the desert. And the question is: Why? Why 

was John the Baptist so popular? What 

were the people looking for? To understand 

that, we have to look at the world John 

stepped into. It was a world filled with 

frustration and disappointment. Rome 

ruled the land with taxes and soldiers. The 

leaders in the Temple were closely tied to 

political power. Different religious groups 

were fighting—Pharisees, Sadducees, 

Essenes, Zealots—each claiming that their 

way was the true way to be faithful. 

Ordinary families were worn down. 

Farmers were losing land. Most people 

lived right on the edge. And perhaps most 



painfully, the people believed that God had 

been silent for a long time. The last prophet 

had spoken four hundred years earlier. 

There were teachers, there were priests, 

there were rabbis—but no one sounded 

like the voice of God anymore. And then, 

suddenly, here comes this strange man in 

the wilderness. Rough clothes, fierce 

honesty, absolutely unafraid of anyone— 

calling out kings, priests, soldiers, and 

sinners all the same. And the people 

recognized something: This man is not 

selling anything. He is not protecting his 

position. He is not playing politics. He is 

telling us the truth. They could feel it. They 

could hear it. And they came running. But 

what did John actually give them? Not 

comfort. Not sweet words. Not easy 

reassurance. John gave them clarity. He 



gave them a way to see again. And that is 

the heart of the Advent message today: The 

Clearing of the Path — Learning How to 

Look. You see, people in John’s day were 

looking for the wrong things. Some wanted 

a political Messiah who would overthrow 

Rome. Some wanted a religious hero who 

would purify the Temple. Some wanted 

revenge. Some wanted security. Some 

wanted the return of past glory. And others 

simply wanted to escape the pain of life. 

Everyone was looking… but their vision was 

distorted. So John teaches them how to see. 

He says, in effect: “If you do not clear the 

path inside your heart— If you do not 

remove the clutter— If you do not let God 

straighten the crooked places and smooth 

the rough ones— Then you will not 

recognize the One who is coming.” John’s 



baptism was not just a ritual washing. It 

was a bulldozer for the soul. It cleared out 

the debris: the excuses, the pride, the fear, 

the pretending, the hidden anger, the self-

protection, the desire to be right rather 

than holy. John does not say: “Think nicer 

thoughts.” He says: “Repent. Change 

direction. Start again. Prepare the way of 

the Lord.” He is teaching the people how to 

look for God. He is teaching them how to 

recognize grace. He is training their eyes. 

And this is exactly where the Second Week 

of Advent fits into the whole movement of 

the season. Week 1 wakes up our desire—

our longing for God. Week 2 says: Now clear 

the path. Learn how to look in the right 

direction. Week 3—Gaudete—will say: 

Rejoice, because the Lord is near and now 

you can see it. Week 4 shows us Mary, the 



one whose heart has been completely 

cleared and ready, a space where the Word 

can take flesh. So Week 2 is the turning 

point. This is where Advent becomes real. 

It’s the moment when longing must become 

honest. It’s the moment when desire must 

become conversion. It’s the moment when 

we ask ourselves: “What is blocking my 

sight? What needs to be cleared out so I can 

recognize Jesus when He comes?” For some 

of us, it might be disappointment— 

expecting God to show up in one specific 

way, and missing Him when He comes 

quietly. For some, it might be resentment 

that has hardened our heart. For others, it 

might be worry, or fear, or the belief that 

God has forgotten us. Sometimes the rough 

places inside are old wounds we never 

bring to the surface. Sometimes the crooked 



paths are patterns of sin we have made 

peace with. Sometimes the obstacles are 

simply noise, distraction, or exhaustion. But 

John stands in the wilderness and says to 

every single one of us: “Do not give up. God 

is coming. But you must clear the path. You 

must learn how to look.” And he points us 

toward the One who is about to arrive—not 

a warrior, not a politician, not a celebrity, 

but a Lamb… a Child… Someone who comes 

quietly, without force, asking for a place in 

your heart. John’s job is to make that heart 

ready. Brothers and sisters, Advent is not a 

countdown to Christmas. Advent is the 

slow, deliberate clearing of the soul so that 

we can receive the One we long for. So this 

week, let John the Baptist be your teacher. 

Let him show you where your vision has 

grown dim. Let him call you back to 



honesty, to repentance, to simplicity. Let 

him help you recognize grace when it 

comes— in the small moments, in the quiet 

gestures, in the people you might normally 

overlook. Because when the path is cleared, 

when the eyes are trained, when the heart 

is open— then Christmas becomes more 

than a holiday. It becomes an encounter. So 

today we pray: Lord, clear the path within 

us. Straighten our wandering thoughts. 

Soften our hardened places. Teach us how 

to look, so that when You come, we will not 

miss You. We will welcome You as the One 

our hearts have been aching for.” Amen. 


