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Calibration Settings Guide: 
Spreading Fertilizer

Set your volume setting to 12 on the on/off 
mechanism. Chose a 10 metre concrete run area 
for your calibration. For all calibration try to 
keep close to a 3mph walk speed. 

Calculate your spread width and enter it into the 
box indicated above. A spread width of 4 metres 
will give you an area of 40m² (10 x 4). Fill in your 
area.

Be careful 
of material 
bounce; 
measure to 
where the 
granules stop 
landing - not 
to where they 
bounce to.

With a set of scales, weigh out 6Kg of fertilizer. 
Input 6Kg into the ‘before box’. Ensuring the 
aperture is closed, pour the 6Kg into the hopper. 
Spread the material on your run and weigh the 
amount of material remaining in the hopper. 
Calculate the amount used (Before - After = Used).

How to Accurately Calibrate a Spreader

1 2

3

To find the G/m², multiply the used box by 1,000. 
Then divide by the area discovered in step 2 (40). 
This will give you your rate per square metre. 
This MUST match the G/m² advised on your 
fertilizer bag or the G/m² you want. If it does 
not, re-test with a higher or lower volume until 
you reach your required G/m².

4

If your spread width is for example 4 metres, 
your distance between each pass shoud be 
4 metres. Note: The far edges of the spread 
pattern are designed to feather in, ensuring good 
coverage on the edges of the pattern.

Single Pass Fertilizer Spreading
Use the application rate suggested on the back 
of your fertilizer bag. Cover the area as shown by 
passing over it in an up and down track, taking 
into account the spread width of the material 
being applied.

5 6

Application on Turf After Calibration
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Calibration Settings Chart: 
Single Pass Method

NOTES:

Important: On completion of calibration testing sweep up the material from your test area, if dry and 
free debris it can be used in the normal manner. If it is contaminated, dispose of the material in a safe way.  

Perform your test run on a hard surface where you can measure and clear up the material. 

Follow the calibration setting guide in the instructions to assist with your own calibration. 

This calibration uses a single pass method, if using a double pass method halve the amount of the 
fertilizer being spread, and cover the area twice in opposite directions. 

Important: Please note for half rate settings further calibration tests may be required. A half rate 
setting is not the single pass setting divided by 2. In other words if you have a calibration at setting 12, 
bringing it down to 6 would not half the rate, you’ll have to re-test to find the right setting.

The Cresco Calibration setting guide  on the last page provides assistance on the gauge settings for 
different fertilizer granules.

1.
 

2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

6. 
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Calibration Settings Guide: 
Application Guide for Fertilizers
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