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News From St. Joseph Parish

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1305 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, IA  51351

OFFICE: 712-338-2274
FAX: 712-338-2191
stjosephmilford.org
Parish Office Hours:

Mon.- Thurs.: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Fri.: 8 a.m. - 12 noon 
Reconciliation: 

3:15 pm Sat. 
8:15 am Sun.

Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday 12 noon

Mass Schedule:
Winter

Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Summer
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Sunday at 7 and 9 a.m.
Are you new to the community? 
Would you like to join St. Joseph 
Parish? Just fill out the coupon 
below and return to the office, in 
the collection basket or online.
NAME:
Address:
City:
State:	           Zip:
Phone:

Sign Up for Notifications 
If you would like to be notified by 
email or text message when Adora-
tion and/or Mass is cancelled or re-
scheduled, please contact Susan in 
the parish office at sjoffice@thelak-
escatholic.church. Please include 
your first and last name, email ad-
dress, and phone number in the 
request, and indicate whether you 
would like to be notified of sched-
ule changes for Adoration, Mass, or 
both and/or church updates.

WELCOME TO 
SAINT JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be 
a prayerful time as you enjoy 

the lakes region. Please 
consider St. Joseph’s as your 

church away from home. 
Contact us at the 

Parish Office if we may serve 
you in any way. 

We are committed to 
proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and 
invite you to join us! 

May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in living as a welcoming 

Catholic community.

Homebound Ministry
If you or someone you know is 
Catholic and homebound and 
would like to receive communion 
at home, please contact the parish 
office at 338-2274 to be added to our 
homebound ministry list. 

IT’S PIE TIME...the Knights of Co-
lumbus will make their mouth-wa-
tering pies Aug. 22, 29 and Sept. 
12. Pies will be available for sale on 
Aug. 22-23, Aug. 29-30 and Sept. 
12-13. Only three weekends so 
respond quickly. Pies will also be 
available at the parish office during 
regular business hours. Cost is $15 
each. Once they are gone, they are 
gone! 

Treasure Chest 
Sale Aug. 27-29 
The next sale is 
Thursday, Fri-
day and Satur-
day, Aug. 27-29. 
Thursday’s hours 
are 4 to 7 p.m., 

Friday and Saturday hours are 7 
to 11 a.m. We have plenty of new 
items stored in the school, that were 
contributed earlier, that we can eas-
ily stock this sale. Unfortunately, 
the Treasure Chest Garage Sale is 
overrun with items and asking that 
no additional items be contributed 
at this point.

Cinnamon Rolls 
Labor Day Weekend

Volunteers are needed for the Ro-
saryAltar cinnamon roll sale Labor 
Day weekend. On Sat., Sept. 5, 
frosting is at 9 a.m., packaging at 
2 p.m. and sales after the week-
end Masses for as long as the cin-
namon rolls are available. This will 
be the last cinnamon roll sale of the 
season. Thank you to all for mak-
ing this fundraiser successful for 
the Rosary/Altar Society. With this 
sale, we have baked, frosted, pack-
aged and sold slightly more than 
3,000 cinnamon rolls. Great job! 

Just Booked!
Fr. David Hemann’s good friend, 
Mark Forest, an Irish tenor, will be 
in concert at St. Joseph on Sun., 
Sept. 6 at 3 p.m. More details are in 
Fr. Hemann’s column on the back 
page of this bulletin.PRAYERS AND 

SYMPATHY from the St. 
Joseph Parish Family to:
aBill Follon on the death of 

his father, +Rick Follon, who died 
Sat., Aug. 1. His funeral service 
was held Thurs., Aug. 6; to
a Laurie Langel on the death of 
her husband, +Dave, who died 
Tues., Aug. 4. His funeral was held 
Aug. 15 and to
a Susie Doornink on the death of 
her husband, +William “Bill” Doorn-
ink, who died Fri., Aug. 7. His fu-
neral will be Mon., Aug. 24, 11 a.m. 
at Turner-Jenness Funeral Home, 
in Spirit Lake.

CONGRATULATIONS and 
BEST WISHES to Brayden 
and Megan (Huss) Bork 
who were married at St. 

Joseph on Sat., Aug. 15. May your 
new life together be filled with much 
happiness.
September newsletters are available 
on the elevator and narthex tables.



Ministry Schedule

Monday, August 31

Tuesday, September 1

Mass Intentions

News From St. Joseph Parish

7 a.m.: For The People
9 a.m.: +Michael Newman

2 p.m.: Eucharistic Adoration
5:15 p.m.: Benediction
5:30 p.m.: Mass
6:30 p.m.: OCIA, basement

Sunday, August 30

7:30 a.m.: +Mike Willison

7 a.m.: For The People
9 a.m.: +Thomas Muhlbauer

7:30 a.m.: +Bernie Schreiber

7:30 a.m.: +Nancy Meinen

Saturday, September 5

Friday, September 4

No Mass Today

Wednesday, September 2

Thursday, September 3
7:30 a.m.: Mass
8 a.m.: Bible Study

7 a.m.: Mass
9 a.m. Mass
3 p.m.: Mark Forest Concert

Monday, August 31

Tuesday, September 1

Saturday, August 29

Wednesday, September 2

Friday, September 4

Saturday, September 5

Sunday, September 6

Thursday, September 3

4 p.m.: +Roland Taylor

5:30 p.m.: +Nancy Meinen

No Mass Today
7:30 p.m.: AA meets in Nazaeth Hall

Take a moment now to mark your 
calendar with these events.

Thurs., Fri and Sat., Aug. 27-29: 
Garage sale. 4-7 p.m. on Thursday, 
7 to 11 a.m. Friday and Saturday.
Sat., and Sun., 29-30 and Sept. 12-
13: KC pies on sale at Mass. $15 
each. Limited number available this 
year.
Tues., Sept. 1: OCIA begins at St. 
Joseph, basement, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
and continues each Tuesday eve-
ning.
Sat. and Sun., Sept. 5-6: Rosary/
Altar cinnamon roll sales. Final sale 
for the season. Volunteers needed.
Sun., Sept. 6: Mark Forest in con-
cert at St. Joseph, 3 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 10: 5:30 p.m. CDA 
meets in Nazareth Hall.

Sunday, September 6

4 p.m.: +Dr. Al Kennedy

Clothing Room Update - Please remember that clothing donations to 
the Clothing Room must be on hangers. No bags or boxes are being ac-
cepted. Thanks to all who have stopped to volunteer their help.

Capital Campaign
St. Joseph is seeking contributions to our building fund for the Capital Cam-
paign to pay for the new roof and parking lot. Specially marked envelopes 
are in the pews. Donations can be made online at stjosephmilford.org, in 
person at the office, or in an envelope in the weekly collection at church. 

7:30 a.m.: Mass 

7:30 a.m.: Mass

 PRAY for these members:  Mike 
Laake, Kenneth Koeppen, Mark 
Foss, Jolene Rubis, JoAnn Chaffin, 
Linda DeMuth, Rick Barry, Jan Nau 
and Terry Abbas.

Non-Members: Raymond Wen-
zel, Lyle Calvert, Janaan McGin-
ness, Ryan Naatjes, Rhonda Wit-
trock Repinski, Christine Petersen, 
JoAnn Baxter, Chris Swartz, Ben-
nett Jones and Kate Jensen. 
Please call to place your loved one 
on the list. Requests must be made 
by family members. 

R/A Cinnamon roll prep and sales
4 p.m.: Mass 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, August 29th @ 4 p.m.

EMHC: Larry Arndt, Faith Garcia, David Loebig
LECTOR: Brad Shell
SERVERS: John Garcia, Ron Swartz
HOSPITALITY: Jim Baumgard, Anne Donovan, Doug Heller, Eldon 
Kraninger

Sunday, August 30th @ 7 a.m.
EMHC: Darlene Moritz, Terri & Tom Rierson
LECTOR: Cheryl Houseman
SERVERS: Brody Titterington, Zach Titterington
HOSPITALITY: Bob & Donna Elser, Marshall & Shelly Matuska

Sunday, August 30th @ 9 a.m.
EMHC: Deb & Mark Johnson, Jim & Laurie Murray, Jan Pithan
LECTOR: Susan Willette
SERVERS: Alex Anderson, Jacob Anderson
HOSPITALITY: Maureen Higgins, Aaron Hyatt, Connie Tesene, Curt 
Willette

Stand firm. Show mercy.
Keep the Faith.

The Catholic Daughters would 
like to thank all who provided 
items and shopped our Pioneer 
Days Bake Sale.  We appreciate 
your continued support which 
provides for our Unity and Char-
ity projects.





The Milford Council meets the 4th 
Thursday of each month at 
6 p.m. Contact: Joel Naber,

712-330-6868.
The Spirit Lake Council meets the 

1st Monday of each month at
6 p.m. Contact: Jed Skogerboe,

712-330-8892.
For insurance questions, contact 
Rob Waterhouse, 712-320-0269



News From St. Mary’s Parish

If you are a new parishioner at St. 
Mary’s, we welcome you to reg-
ister with our parish. Simply go 
to our parish website (stmarys-
spiritlake.org), and click on “Par-
ish Registration” at the top of the 
page. Then complete the form, 
and click “Submit”. We look for-
ward to serving you here at St. 
Mary’s!

WELCOME TO 
SAINT MARY

CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be a 
prayerful time as you enjoy the 
lakes region. Please consider 

St. Mary's as your church away 
from home. Contact us at the 

Parish Office if we may serve you 
in any way. 

We are committed to 
proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and 
invite you to join us! 

May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in living as a welcoming 

Catholic community.
* * *

SAINT MARY’S 
1005 Hill Avenue

P.O. Box 354
Spirit Lake, Iowa  51360
OFFICE: 712-336-1742
stmarysspiritlake.org

Parish Office Hours:
Open 8 a.m. to Noon

Monday-Friday
Reconciliation: 
4:45 p.m. Sat; 

9:45 a.m. Sun; 11:30 a.m. Wed
Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 8 a.m.
Mass Schedule:

Summer:
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Chain 
All Confidential Prayer Chain requests may be directed to Jean Mohr, our 
Prayer Chain Coordinator, at 712-320-0748. Prayer intentions may be entered 
in the prayer request book, which can be found in the narthex of the church.

 

 

COR Men’s Prayer and Faith Discussion 
The next COR Men’s Prayer & Faith Discussion session will take place 
on Monday, August 31st at 6:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s. All men of the parish 
are invited to attend!  Bring your coffee and join in lively and heart warm-
ing discussion! 

OCIA 
OCIA begins September 1! Contact Erin for more 
info at 712-339-4555!

 New Parishioner Registration 
If you are a new parishioner at St. Mary’s, we welcome you to register with 
our parish. Simply go to our parish website (stmarysspiritlake.org), and 
click on “Parish Registration” at the top of the page. Then complete the 
form, and click “Submit.” We look forward to serving you here at St. Mary’s!

 Second Collection This Weekend 
The Second Collection this weekend is for the support of the ministry 
and mission of the Diocese of Soroti, Uganda. The Diocese has recently 
opened 31 new parishes. This is in response to the growth in the Catho-
lic faith. Please see the bulletin insert and brochure on the counter in 
the narthex for details. Your gifts and donations will enable your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ in Uganda to hear the good news of the gospel 
and to receive the sacraments. Please be generous. Fr. Alex Okiror from 
Soroti, Uganda is here at some of the Masses this weekend to celebrate 
the Eucharist with us and to tell us more about the missions. 

Married Couples 
Give your marriage a well-deserved vacation.  Plan to go on a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Experience and come back with a marriage 
that is refreshed and full of energy! For more information, call Greg and 
Denise at (563) 920-9419 or drubner9419@gmail.com. 

 Congratulations 
Congratulations to Josephine Sandy Vancura, child 
of Darick and Jessica Vancura, who was baptized 
here at St. Mary’s on August 9, 2026. Blessings to 
the Vancura family, and welcome Josephine!

 Thank You 
Thank you to the kitchen help for the Larry Steffes 
funeral lunch. Thank you to Funeral Group #1 and 
Homebound Ministries for donations of food for the Ju-
dith Larson funeral lunch and also to the kitchen help.

Religious Education for Preschool-12th Grade 
Classes begin soon! Please register your children 
for Religious Education on the Parish website!  

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
Rachel’s Vineyard is an extraordinary opportunity for any person who 
struggles with emotional and spiritual pain of abortion(s). The weekend 
is a unique and effective process designed specifically to help you ex-
perience the mercy and compassion of God. For more information and 
a list of upcoming dates, email rachelshelpersofiowa@gmail.com or call 
712-898-5550. 

No Noon Mass on Monday
There will be no Noon Mass at St. Mary’s this Monday, August 24.



Monday, Aug. 24
No Mass Today

Tuesday, Aug. 25
No Mass Today

5:30 p.m.: +Josephine Bortscheller

12 noon: +Mona Matuska
Wednesday, Aug. 26

Thursday, Aug. 27

Friday, Aug. 28

Saturday, Aug. 29
12 noon: +John Vaske

5:30 p.m.:  +Shannon Aeikens Jones
Sunday, Aug. 30

8:30 a.m.: +Darwin Rosener
10:30 a.m.: L & D of St. Mary’s

News From St. Mary’s Parish

Following is general information that may be helpful to you.

No Events Today

Sunday, Aug. 30Sunday, Aug. 30

12:00 p.m.: Mass

Tuesday, Aug. 25Tuesday, Aug. 25

Thursday, Aug. 27Thursday, Aug. 27

Friday, Aug. 28Friday, Aug. 28

Ministry Schedule

8:30 a.m.: Mass
9 a.m.: Lectio Divina Group, clsrm
9:45 a.m.: Confession
10:30 a.m.: Mass

4:45 p.m.: Confession
5:30 p.m. : Mass

2 p.m.: Adoration
5:30 p.m.: Mass

CONFESSIONS: 
Wednesday at 11:30 a.m., Saturday at 
4:45 p.m. and Sunday at 9:45 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursday from 2 to 5:15 p.m.

MARRIAGE: 
Contact Ali Oyler at 712-320-8527 or lit-
urgy@thelakescatholic.church at least six 
months before the date of the wedding.

Saturday, Aug. 29Saturday, Aug. 29

10:30 a.m.: St. Monica’s Ministry    	
   Holy Hour (church)
No Mass Today

Wednesday, Aug. 26Wednesday, Aug. 26
11:30 a.m.: Confession
12:00 p.m: Mass

Monday, August 24 Monday, August 24 

Save the Date! 
Gus Lloyd is coming to our parishes for a Day of Lenten Renewal on 
Saturday March 6, 2027! Who is Gus Lloyd? Gus was the host of the 
daily morning show on the Catholic Channel on Sirius XM (Channel 
129) for 19 years. He retired in December. Gus lives in Tampa, Florida 
and travels the country to speak about Catholicism, motivating people 
to become all that God desires them to be. To find more about Gus, 
you can go to his Facebook page, website (https://guslloyd.com/), or 
You Tube page (@RealGusLloyd).  Gus posts a daily reflection on the 
readings from the daily Mass. Please stay tuned for more information 
on this Day of Lenten Renewal featuring Gus Lloyd.  

BAPTISMS: 
Complete the Baptism In-Take 
form on the parish website. Con-
tact Cynthia at smoffice@thelakes-
catholic.church or 712-339-4554 
to schedule a pre-baptism class.

Build a New Life Workshop 
The Diocese of Sioux City has partnered with Abounding Joy Ministries and 
their upcoming Build a New Life Workshop!  Build a New Life is a Christ-
centered, online support and healing Intensive created especially for Catho-
lics experiencing the pain of marital stress, separation, divorce, or annul-
ment.  Led by certified Catholic Divorce Healing Coach Carolyn Klika Catino, 
this 12-week journey provides tools for emotional healing, spiritual renewal, 
and practical rebuilding — grounded in the truth and love of the Church.  The 
next workshop begins on September 3! Use coupon code SIOU-100F26 for 
a discounted rate. Unsure if this is for you? Join an informational webinar on 
August 4. Visit www.aboundingjoyministry.com/events for more information.

How to Get the Diocesan News 
Be sure you are signed up to receive the free LumeNotes e-newsletter in 
your email inbox. Receive links to news articles, briefs, photos, videos and 
the Illuminating Catholics podcast. Email news@scdiocese.org to sign up. 
Find the news anytime at lumenmedia.org.

Kindness is never
out of season!

The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, August 29th @ 5:30 p.m.

EMHC: Linda Hansen, Jean Mohr, Sandi Smith
LECTOR: Dave Hansen                         
SERVERS: Jacob Kalkhoff, Katie Kalkhoff
HOSPITALITY: Jim Bunt, John Delaney, Kevin Delaney, Tom Kellen

Sunday, August 30th @ 8:30 a.m.
EMHC: Deb Brown, Sharon Crowley, Renee Quance
LECTOR: Ron Crowley                         
SERVERS: Layne Jacobsma
HOSPITALITY: Dale Vortherms, Jim Wiese, Doug Zemler

Sunday, August 30th @ 10:30 a.m.
EMHC: Margie & Tom Lynch, Teresa Townsend
LECTOR: Karen Fergen                         
SERVERS: JR Sandy, Tommy Sandy
HOSPITALITY: Mike Davis, Sylvia Jennings, Kerri & Korey Robinson
ONLINE: Greg Rolling



ST. JOSEPH 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Aug. 1-2, 2026     Att: 1,297

Adult: $4,900.00
Online Offertory: $935.00
Loose: $4,229.17
Quilt: $80.00
Candles: $118.00
WOMO 2nd Coll.: $1,419.00
Endowment: $80.00
Cans: $798.75

ST. MARY’S 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

Aug. 1-2, 2026       Att: 1,135
Adult: $5,056.00
Loose: $3,565.10
Online Offertory: $1,770.00
Votive: $38.25
Dollar Collection: $732.03

- Common Ground -

The Lakes Catholic Community Staff
Fr. David Hemann, Pastor

pastor@thelakescatholic.church 712-320-8526 (direct) or 712-338-2274 (office)
The St. Mary Staff

Cynthia Gniadek.................................Office Manager
smoffice@thelakescatholic.church  ..  712-339-4554

The St. Joseph Staff
Susan Reiser............................Business Manager
sjoffice@thelakescatholic.church  712-338-2274

Joint Staff
Deacon Darwin Messerly and Deacon Ken Lindquist

Teresa Goehring..........Director of Youth Ministry   	 youth@thelakescatholic.church        
Steph Jacobsma.........Youth Ministry Assistant   	    	 youthassistant@thelakescatholic.church
Erin Lorch....................Director of  Faith Formation    	 faith@thelakescatholic.church        712-339-4555
Ali Oyler.......................Director of Liturgy/Music       	 liturgy@thelakescatholic.church     712-320-8527

A Note From 
Fr. Hemann

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITATION FOR ADULTS
OCIA begins Tues., Sept. 1, 2026. Classes this year will be held at St. Joseph’s. Contact Erin, Director of 

Faith Formation, at 712-339-4555 for more information. These classes are for all who are interested in joining 
the Catholic Faith and those who are interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. Catholics seeking a 
deeper understanding of the faith are also welcome.

ST. JOSEPH 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Aug. 8-9, 2026     Att: 1,206

Adult: $4,727.00
Online Offertory: $1,923.00
Loose: $3,214.75
Bldg. 2nd Coll.: $3,812.02

ST. MARY’S 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

Aug. 8-9, 2026       Att: 1,191 
Adult: $3,863.00
Loose: $3,047.43
Online Offertory: $1,980.00
Votive: $78.21
Dollar Collection: $550.85

ST. JOSEPH 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Aug. 15-16, 2026     Att: 1,071

Adult: $5,039.00
Online Offertory: $2,735.00
Loose: $3,931.86
Quilt: $115.00
Candles: $135.00
Building Fund.: $690.00
Endowment: $5.00
WOMO 2nd Collection: $1,253.00

ST. MARY’S 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

Aug. 15-16, 2026       Att: 970
Adult: $3,735.00
Loose: $2,742.00
Online Offertory: $1,025.00
Votive: $75.00
Dollar Collection: $443.00

Stewardship
Reports

St. Joseph is excited to welcome in-
ternationally acclaimed Irish tenor Mark 
Forrest to St. Joseph on Sun., Sept. 6, 
3 p.m. for a concert. The concert is free, 
but a free will offering will be taken.

Forrest, who has performed in concert halls and cathedrals around the world, 
has performed for figures such as Pope John Paul II, Mother Teresa, Charlton 
Heston, and Maureen O’Hara, yet his mission extends beyond music. Inspired 
by profound personal trials, including the loss of his infant son Francesco and the 
ongoing challenges faced by his son John Patrick, who lives with severe disabili-
ties, Mark and his wife Muriel founded the Faith and Family Foundation in 1999. 
Through his concerts, inspirational music, and the Foundation’s outreach, Mark 
promotes the dignity of every human life, supports individuals and families with special needs, and encourages 
a deeper appreciation of faith and family. All proceeds from his performances and recordings benefit the Foun-
dation’s charitable work, which includes awards programs and publications offering hope and encouragement to 
families facing difficult circumstances.
When I was Pastor of Holy Cross in Sioux City, Mark put on an awesome concert which touched the hearts of a 

packed church. We have become good friends even doing events in Ireland. I can attest to his incredible musical 
skill and solid virtuous character. Please join us for an unforgettable evening of beauty and depth!


