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WELCOME TO
SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be
a prayerful time as you enjoy
the lakes region. Please
consider St. Joseph’s as your
church away from home.
Contact us at the
Parish Office if we may serve
you in any way.
We are committed to
proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus Christ and
invite you to join us!
May the Holy Spirit lead us
in living as a welcoming
Catholic community.

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH
1305 Okoboiji Ave.
Milford, IA 51351
OFFICE: 712-338-2274
FAX: 712-338-2191
thelakescatholic.church
Parish Office Hours:
Mon.- Thurs.: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Fri.: 8 a.m. - 12 noon
Reconciliation:
3:15 pm Sat.

8:15 am Sun.
Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday 12 noon
Mass Schedule:
Winter
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 9 a.m.
Summer
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 7 and 9 a.m.

Are you new to the community?
Would you like to join St. Joseph
Parish? Just fill out the coupon
below and return to the office, in
the collection basket or online.

NAME:
Address:

City:
State:
Phone:

Zip:

The parking lot project will
begin the week of Sept. 28
We don’t have a lot of new in-
formation on the parking lot proj-
ect but please be aware if you
visit St. Joseph starting on Mon-
day, Sept. 28 that there may be
need to use a different entrance
to reach the offices and church.
Please be patient as the crew

works to finish this project.
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COATS FOR KID

EVEN though it is still warm out-
side, the Knights of Columbus are
starting their Coats for Kids annu-
al coat drive. Please drop off new
coats, hats, gloves, etc. for kids.
Iltems can be left in the office and
will be distributed in November.

New Website Update
The new website for St. Mary’s and
St. Joseph’s Church is live! Visit
thelakescatholic.church for regis-
trations, parish contact information,
live streams of Masses, and much
more.
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THANK you to Hilary Henningsen,
Kendra Peterson and the Knights
of Columbus for assisting in the Re-
ligious Education Meal Wed., Sept.
16. We appreciate your willing-
ness to assist. The RE Meal Com-
mittee is headed by Darlene Moritz.

THE LifeServe Blood Service bus
will be in the St. Joseph parking lot
on Fri., Oct. 23 from 9:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Appointments are recom-
mended by calling 1-515-815-7242.

Seeking
Livestream
Operators

We need to add two
livestream opera-
tors to our crew. On
the JOb training provided. Volunteer
position. Please call Susan at the
office, 338-2274.

ROSARY/ALTAR CHRISTMAS
BAKING PROJECT UPDATE
For anyone who would still want to
help with the Rosary/Altar Cookie
Box project, call the office. We have
a job for you on Monday, Nov. 30
and Tuesday, Dec. 1. Holiday Fan-
tasy, in Milford, will be Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 4-5. We will sell our
Christmas boxes on Sat., Dec. 5
during our annual Christmas Ba-
zaar. After figuring our costs, the
boxes will be $20 each. Call the of-
fice now if you want to be a part of
‘the TEAM.” We will begin taking
“orders” for goodie boxes soon. Last
year we we were sold out before the
4 p.m. Mass. We had some larger
orders so knowing in advance will
help to plan our sales. What bet-
ter gift for a neighbor, a relative or
a friend that has everything? You

don’t have to dust this gift!

The Rosary/Altar Society will
meet Tues., Oct. 6, 6 p.m. for their
quarterly meeting. A light supper
will be served with a short meeting
to follow. We will plan events for No-
vember, December and January.




News From St. Joseph Parish

JOIN US
evenils

Take a moment now to mark your
calendar with these events.
Tues., Sept. 29: OCIA in St. Jo-
seph, basement, 6:30 to 8 p.m. and
continues each Tuesday evening.
Wed.. Sept. 30: Religious Ed class-
es: CGS with Olivia: 5-6:30 p.m.;
Grades 1-4 from 5:15-6:15 p.m,;

OB Conference Center, 7-8 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 12: 6:30 p.m. St.
Monica’s Holy Hour, church
Sun.. Oct. 18: CDA 75th Anni-
versary Party, parish center.

Fri., Oct. 23: 9:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. LiveServe bloodmobile bus
in parking lot at St. Joseph

Sat., Nov. 7: 5 p.m. Annual CDA
Veterans Soup Supper, parish
center. All Veterans and their
spouse or significant other are
invited to attend.

Sun., Nov. 22: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Annual Harvest Dinner, parish

Grades 5-8 7-8 p.m.; High School at center.
The parking lot project will begin the week of Sept. 28.
r? CONGRATULTIONS and JUST A REMINDER....IF YOU

BEST WISHES to Weston are using a room at the church
and Kaitlyn (Lenhart) Pe- for a meeting, please be sure
ters who were married at  you turn off the lights be-
St. Joseph on Sat., Sept. 19. May  fore you leave. We have .
your new life be filled with much  had reports of lights be- ..
ing left on all night. 5

happiness.

Homebound Ministry (]
If you or someone you know is Catholic and
homebound and would like to receive communion at HOMEKJUND
home, please contact the parish office at 338-2274 to (N bos
be added to our homebound ministry list.

PRAYER CHAIN

PRAY for these members: Mike Laake, Kenneth Koeppen, Mark
Foss, Jolene Rubis, JoAnn Chaffin, Linda DeMuth, Rick Barry, Jan Nau
and Terry Abbas.

Non-Members: Nathan Rizzo, Raymond Wenzel, Lyle Calvert, Ja-
naan McGinness, Ryan Naatjes, Rhonda Wittrock Repinski, Christine
Petersen, JoAnn Baxter, Chris Swartz, Bennett Jones and Kate Jen-
sen. Please call to place your loved one on the list. Requests must be
made by family members.

Ministry Schedule

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, October 3rd @ 4 p.m.

EMHC: Anne Donovan, Karen Naber, Terri & Tom Rierson, Sheila &

Tony Thelen

LECTOR: Kara Rice

SERVERS: Lleyton Peter

HOSPITALITY: Doug Heller, Connie & Dick Mataloni, Joel Naber
Sunday, October 4th @ 9 a.m.

EMHC: Cory Knudtson, Beth Lorch, Shelly & Marshall Matuska, Susan

Willette, Becky Wittrock

LECTOR: Darlene Moritz

SERVERS: Brody Titterington, Zach Titterington

HOSPITALITY: Bill & Cheryl Aumer, Connie Tesene, Curt Willette

LIVESTREAM: Jack and Julie Klieg|

Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 26

4 p.m.: For The People

Sunday, September 27

9 a.m.: +Maynard Rayner

Monday, September 28

No Mass Today

Tuesday, September 29

5:30 p.m.: +Patrick Aumer

Wednesday, September 30

7:30 a.m.: +Kay Gengler

Thursday, Oct. 1

7:30 a.m.: +Nancy Meinen

Friday, Oct. 2
7:30 a.m.: Special Intention (JWL)
2 p.m.: Brinkman/Sorenson Vows

Saturday, Oct. 3

2 p.m.: Heikens/Erickson Vows
4 p.m.: For The People

Sunday, Oct. 4

9 a.m.: Dec Members of Moritz Fam.
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Monday, September 28

No Mass Today
7:30 p.m.: AA meets in Nazaeth Hall

Tuesday, September 29

2 p.m.: Eucharistic Adoration
5:15 p.m.: Benediction

5:30 p.m.: Mass

6:30 p.m.: OCIA, basement

Wednesday, September 30

7:30 a.m.: Mass

Religious Education:
CGS with Olivia: 5:15-6:45 p.m:
1-4: 5:15-6:15 p.m.
5-8: @ 7-8 p.m.
High School: 7-8 p.m., OB Conference
Thursday, Oct. 1
7:30 a.m.: Mass
8 a.m.: Bible Study
Friday, Oct. 2
7:30 a.m. Mass

2 p.m.: Brinkman/Sorenson Vows
Saturday, Oct. 3

2 p.m.: Heikens/EricksonVows
4 p.m.: Mass

Sunday, Oct. 4

9 a.m. Mass




Pioneer Theatre

Downtown Milford

Movie Hotline:
515-207-2306
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COMMERCIAL
We Buy RESIDENTIAL
We Sell  Any Year
Fliasd Any Make FARM
We Trade Any Model
Ty 712-338-2113

Lobn T12 320 5010 Brady 712 320 0338

HELPING YOU

MAKE IT
HAPPEN.

CENTRALBANK

spmisoe FOIC

1400 18th St. | Spirit Lake | 712-336-4100

www.mycentral.bank

Amolds Fark. 1A
712-332-7369

www.WalkerArnoldsPark.com

Give us a call for ALL
your insurance needs!

Kris * Joe * Tami * Jen

TEAM SCHRUNK REAL ESTATE
Representing Buyers and/or Sellers

ASTEP ABOVE...

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

ROHLE CHIRGPRACTIC &

"B Wakbe Beal Estate Easy." K"-( ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC
12 333 22T
MIKE: SHARDN: ‘\ y :'
2541911 N2 5419397
RE/MAX Lakes Really @, 18 Chucboil Avrnss Miford, L& 51351

CARPET
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FLOOR & HOME.

KITCHEN & BATH

FLOORING | WINDOW COVERINGS | KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING
SPIRIT LAKE T12-336-5559 carpetoneiowa.com kibaiowa.com

Stein Law Office
David J. Stein, Jr.
926 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, 1A 51351
712-338-2431

D vicki Willison Painting

: Irvievioe Eindnhing  Wallpapering

DAY PHOME: M2-320-4008
& Hill Drive | Milfoed, L& 51351

Pairing

o StateFarm

Scott Trautman
712-336-2499

W scolitraulman.com

Quality Products
Excellent Service
Competitive Prices
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MILFORD - SPIRIT LAKE

NORTHWEST IOWA SPRINKLER
northwestiowasprinkl
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712-338-2756
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+ Hardware = Housewares
+ Appliances

Milford 338-4323




712-338-4060

DANIELLE 1. RIES,

ar. riesiariase

Carry-Out
Online Ordering
DAL Willette Electric LLC. Milford Community Center
Commercial - Residential
Hwy 71 Farm & Trenching Available for your next
North Milford ™ meeting or event rental.
- mmﬁ 806 N Avenue » Milford, IA
:IT;;:T; ?:;-ruu-au?z T12-338-2T741
Phetos Syﬂﬁ?ﬁ’ @ PICCADILLY United
- _ LA ERVICES, INC. &
Fammity-cramed seryics you can count on. CIRCUS PIZZA Cﬂmﬂ" unity
T ——— vg,:%ﬁ MILFORD. 1A Ban
338-9100
DEDICATED T

YOUR FINAMCIAL SUCCESS

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS. TRUSTED ADVICE

Milford = Okoboji = Hartley
Ocheyedan « Lake Park

SANDY

LAW FIRM

Member FIDIC

* Residential &
Commercial Flooring

& Custom Tile Showers

o Qutdoor Furniture &
Fire Pits

(712)-338-6161

1007 Okoboji Ave.

Milford, 1A 51351

ABBY L. WALLECK

Attorney At Law

TO8 Lake Street

P.0. Box AK

Spirit Lake, 1A 51360
T12-338-1282

tristatelitho@mchsi.com

712-336-2476
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DURALIET

MICHAEL JENSEN
TI12.320.7245

LET us HELP you GUIDE
YOUR REAL ESTATE
INVESTMENT BUYOREATLAKES.COM

MATT LIPPOM

T12.330.0604

AMANDA LIPPON
T12.339.5108
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MOTOR COMPANY

v Service
Any Make, Any Model,
Any Repair on
Trucks/Cars/SUVs
v Parts and

Accessories
Interstate Batteries;
Truck, Trailer & Car

Tires & More
v Sales
Area's NICEST vehicle
selection!
Just See Us!
Tom Rierson and
John Peterson

Iﬁ’; Knights of BEas iy TUH
, pirit Lake
£y Cnlumbus ot o
' . 712-336-2277
The Milford Council meets the 4th e it www.T12336CARS com
Thursday of each month at il -
6 p.m. Contact: Joel Naber, [T = B
712-330-6868. Q
The Spirit Lake Council meets the S
1st Monday of each month at because our . 1 URNER
6 p.m. Contact: Dave Kollasch, ot J EN N ESS
712-339-1004 : sl Farmily Funeral Homes

For insurance questions, contact
Rob Waterhouse, 712-320-0269




New Website Update
The new website for St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s
Church is live! Visit thelakescatholic.church for
registrations, parish contact information, live
streams of Masses, and much more.
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Religious Education Family Meals
Thank you to Jenny Pope and Erika Kuntz-this
year’s meal coordinators! In an attempt to offset the
cost, we are asking parishioners to make a dona-
tion. It takes $300 to provide a meal each week.
If you'd like to help make weekly meals happen,
please consider donating. Thanks for considering!

Weekend Mass Schedule
Our Mass schedule at St. Mary’s is 5:30 p.m.
on Saturday and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday.

[
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Daily Mass Schedule
St. Mary’s will have Mass at Noon on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays and 5:30 p.m. on
Thursdays.

Holiday Market
St. Mary’s is having a Holiday Market taking place
on October 10th. The Catholic Daughters welcome
any new or gently used holiday item donations.
Proceeds will go toward church decorations, music,
Religious Education meals and more. Anyone inter-
ested in donating may call Teresa at 712-898-3728.

News From St. Mary’s Parish

Knights of Columbus Membership

For current members interested in going to Third Degree and potential
men looking to join the Knights of Columbus, St. Mary’s Council #5043 will
offer another Exemplification Ceremony. This next ceremony will follow
10:30 Mass on October 11, 2026. Your family is invited to attend and watch
the process of you becoming a Knight. Following the ceremony, there will
be refreshments in the parish hall. Contact Grand Knight Dave Kollasch at
712-339-1004 and get on the list for the next Exemplification Ceremony.

Let your speech always be gracious, season with salt that you
may know how you ought to answer everyone. colossians 4:6

Prayer Chain
All Confidential Prayer Chain requests may be directed to Jean Mohr, our
Prayer Chain Coordinator, at 712-320-0748. Prayer intentions may be entered
in the prayer request book, which can be found in the narthex of the church.

Love God. Love People. Serve Others.

Offering Envelope Updates
If you have any updates for your offering envelopes (e.g., start or stop
receiving envelopes, new address, name change), please contact Sara
in the office at support@thelakescatholic.church or 712-320-8528.

Grain Donations
If you farm, you can provide support for your parish by donating your
grain. If you would like to donate your grain, you will need to bring a
Grain Ownership Transfer form to your elevator. Please contact Cynthia
in the parish office (smoffice@thelakescatholic.church or 712-336-1742)
to obtain this form. This form is needed to ensure that your donation will
be a grain donation rather than a cash donation.
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WELCOME TO
SAINT MARY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be a
prayerful time as you enjoy the
lakes region. Please consider
St. Mary's as your church away
from home. Contact us at the
Parish Office if we may serve you
in any way.
We are committed to
proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus Christ and
invite you to join us!

May the Holy Spirit lead us
in living as a welcoming
Catholic community.
SAINT MARY’S
1005 Hill Avenue
P.O. Box 354
Spirit Lake, lowa 51360
OFFICE: 712-336-1742
thelakescatholic.church

Parish Office Hours:
Open8a.m.to4 p.m.
Monday-Thursday;

8 a.m. to noon on Friday
Reconciliation:
4:45 p.m. Sat;

9:45 a.m. Sun; 11:30 a.m. Wed
Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 8 a.m.
Mass Schedule:
Winter
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

If you are a new parishioner at St.
Mary’s, we welcome you to reg-
ister with our parish. Simply go
to our parish website (stmarys-
spiritlake.org), and click on “Par-
ish Registration” at the top of the
page. Then complete the form,
and click “Submit”. We look for-
ward to serving you here at St.
Mary’s!




News From St. Mary’s Parish

T his Week's
Mass
schedule

Monday, Sept. 28

12:00 noon: Tom & Kathy Gniadek
Tuesday, Sept. 29

No Mass Today
Wednesday, Sept. 30
12 noon: +William Brown
Thursday, Oct. 1

Donations for New Babies
During the month of October Catholic Daughter members are presenting a
baby gift to all parents having a baby at Lakes Regional Hospital to thank them
for choosing life. We invite parish members to join us in this fun and special
event. A baby crib will be in the narthex to drop off gifts through mid October.
We do ask any clothing items be new and no larger than 9 months. Thank you
in advance for helping us support these parents.

Homebound Ministry
If you or someone you know is Catholic and homebound and would like to
receive communion at home, please contact our parish office to be added to
our homebound ministry list (email support@thelakescatholic.church or call
712-320-8528).

5:30 p.m.: +Bill & +Elain Swanson

Friday, Oct. 2
12 noon: +Susan Huber

Saturday, Oct. 3
5:30 p.m.: +Mildred Bibow

Sunday, Oct. 4
10:30 a.m.: L & D of St. Mary’s

SHARE JESUS
D

THIS WEEK 3 GLANCE

a000AAN

Monday}Sept¥28;

fluesday’fSept!
Wednesday2Sept*30;

11:30 a.m.: Confession
12:00 p.m: Mass

ilhursdayj@cti

2 p.m.: Adoration
5:30 p.m.: Mass

Oct¥2!
SaturdayiO@cti3]
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9 a.m.: Lectio Divina Group, clsrm
9:45 a.m.: Confession
10:30 a.m.: Mass

How to Get the Diocesan News
Be sure you are signed up to receive the free LumeNotes e-newsletter in your
email inbox. Receive links to news articles, briefs, photos, videos and the lllu-
minating Catholics podcast. Email news@scdiocese.org to sign up. Find the
news anytime at lumenmedia.org.

Put these words of mine in your heart and soul...
Teach them to your children. Deuteronomy 11:18-19

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
Rachel’s Vineyard is an extraordinary opportunity for any person who struggles
with emotional and spiritual pain of abortion(s). The weekend is a unique and ef-
fective process designed specifically to help you experience the mercy and com-
passion of God. For more information and a list of upcoming dates, email rach-
elshelpersofiowa@gmail.com or call 712-898-5550.

Married Couples
Register for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend - it’s the best
gift you'll ever give to each other and your marriage! For more information,
contact Denise and Greg at 563-920-9419 or visit wwme.org. Upcoming
Dates: October 9-11, 2026, in Epworth, IA.

Ministry Schedule

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday. October 3rd @ 5:30 .m.

EMHC: Linda Hansen, John Huigens, David Loebig, Jean Mohr, Sandi Smith
LECTOR: Doug Zemler
SERVERS: Madison Lee, Zoey Zigrang
HOSPITALITY: Jim Bunt, Jim Carney, Joe Endres, Dave Hansen
Sunday, October 4th @ 10:30 .m.
EMHC: Shawna Ditsworth, Mary Emgarten, Kelly Ferguson, Brian & Michella
Koppen, Pam Wingert
LECTOR: Sylvia Jennings
SERVERS: Gabe Bennett, Brian Oyler
HOSPITALITY: Kerri & Korey Robinson, Jim Wiese, Dale Vortherms
ONLINE: Julia Oyler

Following is general information that may be helpful to you.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: MARRIAGE:
Thursday from 2 to 5:15 p.m. Contact Ali Oyler at 712-320-8527 or lit-
urgy@thelakescatholic.church at least six
BAPTISMS: :
Complete the Baptism In-Take form months before the date of the wedding.

on the parish website. Contact
Sara at support@thelakescatholic. CONFESSIONS:

church or 712-320-8528 to sched- Wednesday at 11:30 a.m., Saturday at
ule a pre-baptism class. 4:45 p.m. and Sunday at 9:45 a.m.




A Note From
Fr. Hemann

As we gather for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, our first reading pres-
ents a complaint that might sound incredibly familiar to our modern ears:
“The Lord’s way is not fair!” Yet, when we step back and honestly examine
our hearts, we often find that it is we who are being unfair. God is our Cre-
ator, infinitely deserving of our obedience and love. When we resist Him
and choose our own path, we are the ones fracturing that relationship.
God’s deepest, most unwavering desire is for every single person to be
saved and to come to everlasting life. The reality of our salvation ultimately
rests not on God’s willingness to offer grace, but on our willingness to po-
sition ourselves to receive it.

Imagine the human soul as a simple cup. When that cup is turned upright
and open to the heavens, it is beautifully capable of being filled to the brim
with the forgiveness and mercy of God. However, if we choose to turn that
cup upside down through our own stubbornness, pride, or attachment to
sin, God’s mercy, love, and forgiveness could pour down upon us in a
torrential, unceasing downpour, and yet we would remain completely dry
and empty. If we do not experience the profound mercy and forgiveness of
God in our lives, it is truly our own choice, not His. He never stops pour-
ing out His grace; we simply must ensure our hearts are turned upright to
catch it.

This brings us to the very heart of today’s Gospel and what it means to
pursue genuine holiness. Holiness
You shall be

does not come from simply saying

we will follow the Lord, but from
for | 1: e

actually doing His will in the quiet,
LORD yc:ur ch

practical realities of our daily lives.
As Jesus powerfully reminds us,
“‘Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but only the one

| who does the will of my Father in
HOI Y heaven.” True obedience is the
alignment of our actions with our

. words. Let us pray this week for the
grace to turn our cups upright, to
cast aside our complaints of what is
“fair,” and to respond to our Creator
with both a willing voice and obedi-
ent hands.

&e wardship
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The first son in today’s Gospel
said he would do his Father’s
bidding, but did not. The sec-
ond son bulked at first, but then
repented and did as he was
asked. What service is God
calling me to do? Which son am
| more like?

ST. JOSEPH
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Sept. 19-20. 2026 Att: 735
Weekly: $4,928.00
Online Offertory: $1,615.00
Loose: $1,392.00
Candles: $60.00
WOMO: $432.00
Bldg.: $3,700.00
ST. MARY’S
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Sept. 19-20, 2026  Att: 537
Adult: 5,998.00
Loose: $928.00

Online Offertory: $890.00
Votive: $23.10
Dollar Collection: $634.00

The Lakes Catholic Community Staff

Fr. David Hemann, Pastor

pastor@thelakescatholic.church 712-320-8526 (direct) or 712-338-2274 (office)

The St. Mary Staff
Cynthia Gniadek...........ccccrrrrrriiiiiinnns Office Manager

smoffice@thelakescatholic.church .. 712-339-4554
Joint Staff

e St. Joseph Staff

Susan Reiser.....ccccccccevvrrrrerenneee. Business Manager
sjoffice@thelakescatholic.church 712-338-2274

Deacon Darwin Messerly and Deacon Ken Lindquist

Teresa Goehring.......... Director of Youth Ministry
Steph Jacobsma......... Youth Ministry Assistant
Erin Lorch.................... Director of Faith Formation
Sara Nelson................. Ministry Support Specialist

Ali Oyler.........cccevveeeeeenn Director of Liturgy/Music

youth@thelakescatholic.church
youthassistant@thelakescatholic.church
faith@thelakescatholic.church
support@thelakescatholic.church 712-320-8528
liturgy@thelakescatholic.church

712-339-4555
712-320-8527



