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News From St. Joseph Parish

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1305 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, IA  51351

OFFICE: 712-338-2274
FAX: 712-338-2191
stjosephmilford.org
Parish Office Hours:

Mon.- Thurs.: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Fri.: 8 a.m. - 12 noon 
Reconciliation: 

3:15 pm Sat. 
8:15 am Sun.

Bulletin Deadline:
Tuesday 12 noon

Mass Schedule:
Winter

Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Summer
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Sunday at 7 and 9 a.m.
Are you new to the community? 
Would you like to join St. Joseph 
Parish? Just fill out the coupon 
below and return to the office, in 
the collection basket or online.
NAME:
Address:
City:
State:	           Zip:
Phone:

WELCOME TO 
SAINT JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be 
a prayerful time as you enjoy 

the lakes region. Please 
consider St. Joseph’s as your 

church away from home. 
Contact us at the 

Parish Office if we may serve 
you in any way. 

We are committed to 
proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and 
invite you to join us! 

May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in living as a welcoming 

Catholic community.

IT’S PIE TIME...the Knights of Columbus will make the last batch of their 
mouth-watering pies on Sept. 12. Pies will be available for sale on Sept. 

12-13. Pies are available now at the 
parish office during regular busi-
ness hours or after Mass as sup-
plies last. Cost is $15 each. Once 
they are gone, they are gone! 

aTHANK YOU to the Rosary/Al-
tar volunteers who baked, frosted, 
packaged and sold cinnamon rolls 
last weekend. We have concluded 
our cinnamon roll selling season 
and are already looking forward to 
next year!
aTHANK YOU to all who assisted 
at the Mark Forrest Concert Sunday 
afternoon, Sept. 6. Approximately 
225 persons attended which in-
cluded performances by Fr. David 
Hemann and Ali Oyler.
aTHANK YOU to all who pur-
chased quilt raffle tickets this sea-
son and to the Rosary/Altar Vol-
unteers who sold tickets for 15 
weekends. The winner of the quilt, 
drawn by Fr. Hemann, is Terri Rier-
son. A total of 1,236 tickets.

Tree Carving
With the removal of the large tree 
on the southside of the church, it 
was thought that the stump could 
be carved into a St. Joseph statue. 
However, the arborist from Oko-
botree has determined that it is not 
possible to carve. The second idea 
was to carve out the stump and 
place a 3 foot statue of St. Joseph 
inside. This idea is also not pos-
sible. So the tree and stump will be 
removed as soon as the schedule 
allows. 

Great News!
After a 16-week Capitol Cam-

paign, the $350,000 goal for the 
St. Joseph Building Fund has been 
reached. Here is the financial road 
that we traveled:
The down payment on the roof 

of $128,000 was paid in Febru-
ary 2026. Of this amount, $50,000 
came from savings and $78,000 
from the general fund.
The next big payment of 

$85,262.40 came entirely from the 
general fund in May of 2026. It was 
about this time that the Finance 
Council voted to begin a $350,000 
Capital Campaign to pay for the 
roof and a new parking lot.
Sixteen weeks later, we have suc-

ceeded the $350,000 goal with an 
estimated $331,166.06 raised in 
cash and six pledges of $20,700 
due over the next five years. Both 
total $351,866. The money was 
raised from contributions from 129 
of our 750 families, some families 
gave more than once,  $2,604 col-
lected in pew envelopes from visi-
tors and $11,895 online contribu-
tions divided $6,395 from members 
and $5,500 from guests. The mon-
ies collected included a $25,000 gift 
from the Altar/Rosary Society (that’s 
a lot of cinnamon rolls and Christ-
mas bazaars) and $4,880 of copper 
redeemed when we replaced the 
gutters on the church. The current 
balance of the building fund, as of 
Sept. 8, 2026, is $278,747.26. Now 
we will pay $174,297 for a new 
parking lot in September and about 
$9,000 in pre-required concrete 
work. We cannot begin to thank 
everyone for their generosity and 
positive thinking in support of these 
projects. We will continue to accept 
contributions to the building fund 
because we know the maintenance 
on our 100+ year-old church will 
never end. However,  we certainly 
have made a dent in it.  



Ministry Schedule

Monday, September 14

Tuesday, September 15

Mass Intentions

News From St. Joseph Parish

9 a.m.: +Betty Newman
     

2 p.m.: Eucharistic Adoration
5:15 p.m.: Benediction
5:30 p.m.: Mass
6:30 p.m.: OCIA, basement

Sunday, September 13

No Mass Today

9 a.m.: +Betty Newman

7:30 a.m.: +Tom DeMuth

7:30 a.m.: +Ervin Schmidt

Saturday, September 19

Friday, September 18

No Mass Today

Wednesday, September 16

Thursday, September 17
7:30 a.m.: Mass
8 a.m.: Bible Study

9 a.m. Mass

Monday, September 14

Tuesday, September 15

Saturday, September 12

Wednesday, September 16

Friday, September 18

Saturday, September 19

Sunday, September 20

Thursday, September 17

4 p.m.: For The People

5:30 p.m.: +Tom Clary

No Mass Today
6:30 p.m.: St. Monica Holy Hour
7:30 p.m.: AA meets in Nazaeth Hall

Take a moment now to mark your 
calendar with these events.

Sat., Sept. 12-13: FINAL KC pie 
sale at Mass. $15 each. 
Tues., Sept. 15: OCIA in St. Joseph, 
basement, 6:30 to 8 p.m. and contin-
ues each Tuesday evening.
Wed., Sept. 16: Religious Ed class-
es: CGS with Olivia: 5-6:30 p.m.; 
Grades 1-4 from 5:15-6:15 p.m.; 
Grades 5-8 7-8 p.m.; High School at 
OB Conference Center, 7-8 p.m.

Sunday, September 20

4 p.m.: For The People

7:30 a.m.: Mass
Religious Education:

CGS with Olivia:  5:15-6:45 p.m:
1-4: 5:15-6:15 p.m.
6:15 p.m.: Meal
5-8: @ 7-8  p.m.
High School: 7-8 p.m., OB Conference 

No Mass Today

 PRAY for these members:  Mike 
Laake, Kenneth Koeppen, Mark 
Foss, Jolene Rubis, JoAnn Chaffin, 
Linda DeMuth, Rick Barry, Jan Nau 
and Terry Abbas.

Non-Members: Raymond Wen-
zel, Lyle Calvert, Janaan McGin-
ness, Ryan Naatjes, Rhonda Wit-
trock Repinski, Christine Petersen, 
JoAnn Baxter, Chris Swartz, Ben-
nett Jones and Kate Jensen. 
Please call to place your loved one 
on the list. Requests must be made 
by family members. 

2 p.m.: Peters/Lenhart Vows
4 p.m.: Mass 

ROSARY/ALTAR CHRISTMAS 
BAKING PROJECT UPDATE

Many of our bakers from last year’s 
project have called and we are con-
tinuing to accept volunteers for this 
project. We need 15 people who 
want to have fun working along side 
their fellow parishioners making 
cookies and candies. Check your 
calendar and see if you can help us 
on Monday, Nov. 30 and Tuesday, 
Dec. 1. Holiday Fantasy, in Milford, 
will be Friday and Saturday, Dec. 
4-5. We will sell our Christmas 
boxes on Sat., Dec. 5 during our 
annual Christmas Bazaar. Call the 
office now if you want to be a part 
of “the TEAM.”  

EVEN though it is nearly 90 
degrees outside, the Knights 
of Columbus are starting their 
Coats for Kids annual coat drive. 
Please drop off new coats, hats, 
gloves, etc. for kids. Items can 
be left in the office and will be 
distributed in November. 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, September 19th @ 4 p.m.

All liturgical ministries will be fulfilled by the 
Knights of Columbus

Sunday, September 20th @ 9 a.m.
EMHC: Mike Gannon, Bev Kruger, Dori Lippon, Darlene Moritz, Marlys 
Nolan, Jan Pithan
LECTOR: MaryBeth Gehling
SERVERS: Alex Anderson, Jacob Anderson
HOSPITALITY: Michael & Sharon Sjoblom, Jon Sorenson, Curt & Su-
san Willette
LIVESTREAM: Jack and Julie Kliegl

TREASURE CHEST UPDATE
Thank you to all who “shopped” to 
help us empty the Treasure Chest 
building Fri., Sept. 11 during our 
“free” weekend. We ask that no 
new treasures (items) be left until  
April 1, 2027. Call the office if 

you have questions. 
We look forward to 
hosting garage sales 
in 2027.





The Milford Council meets the 4th 
Thursday of each month at 
6 p.m. Contact: Joel Naber,

712-330-6868.
The Spirit Lake Council meets the 

1st Monday of each month at
6 p.m. Contact: Jed Skogerboe,

712-330-8892.
For insurance questions, contact 
Rob Waterhouse, 712-320-0269



News From St. Mary’s Parish

If you are a new parishioner at St. 
Mary’s, we welcome you to reg-
ister with our parish. Simply go 
to our parish website (stmarys-
spiritlake.org), and click on “Par-
ish Registration” at the top of the 
page. Then complete the form, 
and click “Submit”. We look for-
ward to serving you here at St. 
Mary’s!

WELCOME TO 
SAINT MARY

CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here will be a 
prayerful time as you enjoy the 
lakes region. Please consider 

St. Mary's as your church away 
from home. Contact us at the 

Parish Office if we may serve you 
in any way. 

We are committed to 
proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and 
invite you to join us! 

May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in living as a welcoming 

Catholic community.
* * *

SAINT MARY’S 
1005 Hill Avenue

P.O. Box 354
Spirit Lake, Iowa  51360
OFFICE: 712-336-1742
stmarysspiritlake.org

Parish Office Hours:
Open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday-Thursday;
8 a.m. to noon on Friday

Reconciliation: 
4:45 p.m. Sat; 

9:45 a.m. Sun; 11:30 a.m. Wed
Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 8 a.m.
Mass Schedule:

Winter
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

 

 

 New Parishioner Registration 
If you are a new parishioner at St. Mary’s, we welcome you to register with 
our parish. Simply go to our parish website (stmarysspiritlake.org), and 
click on “Parish Registration” at the top of the page. Then complete the 
form, and click “Submit.” We look forward to serving you here at St. Mary’s!

Religious Education Family Meals 
We had our first Religious Education meal on Wednesday, September 
9 at 6:15pm in the Parish Hall. What a great turnout and community 
builder! Thank you to Jenny Pope and Erika Kuntz-this year’s meal 
coordinators! In an attempt to offset the cost, we are asking parishio-
ners to make a donation. It takes $300 to provide a meal each week. If 
you’d like to help make weekly meals happen, please consider donat-
ing. Thanks for considering!
 Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

Rachel’s Vineyard is an extraordinary opportunity for any person who strug-
gles with emotional and spiritual pain of abortion(s). The weekend is a unique 
and effective process designed specifically to help you experience the mercy 
and compassion of God. For more information and a list of upcoming dates, 
email rachelshelpersofiowa@gmail.com or call 712-898-5550. 

 Weekend Mass Schedule 
Our Mass schedule at St. Mary’s is 5:30 p.m. 

on Saturday and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday. 

 Holiday Market 
St. Mary’s is having a Holiday Market taking place 
on October 10th. The Catholic Daughters welcome 
any new or gently used holiday item donations. 
Proceeds will go toward church decorations, music, 
Religious Education meals and more. Anyone inter-
ested in donating may call Teresa at 712-898-3728. 

A Note of Thanks 
Jerry Harbst would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to all who were 
involved in planning and hosting the

Grain Donations 
If you farm, you can provide support for your parish by donating your 
grain. If you would like to donate your grain, you will need to bring a 
Grain Ownership Transfer form to your elevator. Please contact Cynthia 
in the parish office (smoffice@thelakescatholic.church or 712-336-1742) 
to obtain this form. This form is needed to ensure that your donation will 
be a grain donation rather than a cash donation.

Offering Envelope Updates 
If you have any updates for your offering envelopes 
(e.g., start or stop receiving envelopes, new ad-
dress, name change), please contact Sara in the 
office at support@thelakescatholic.church or 712-
320-8528.

 How to Get the Diocesan News 
Be sure you are signed up to receive the free LumeNotes e-newsletter 
in your email inbox. Receive links to news articles, briefs, photos, vid-
eos and the Illuminating Catholics podcast. Email news@scdiocese.
org to sign up. Find the news anytime at lumenmedia.org. 

recent funeral of his wife, +Linda Harbst

Daily Mass Schedule 
St. Mary’s will have Mass at Noon on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days and 5:30 p.m. on Thursdays.  



Monday, Sept. 14
12:00 noon: +Louie Huber

Tuesday, Sept. 15
No Mass Today

5:30 p.m.: +Dolores Mergen

12 noon: +Mike Koenecke
Wednesday, Sept. 16

Thursday, Sept. 17

Friday, Sept. 18

Saturday, Sept. 19
12 noon: +Teresa Hansen

5:30 p.m.:  L & D of St. Mary’s
Sunday, Sept. 20

10:30 a.m.: +Pat Nellis

News From St. Mary’s Parish

Following is general information that may be helpful to you.

5:30 p.m.: CDA meeting (classroom)

Sunday, Sept. 20Sunday, Sept. 20

12:00 p.m.: Mass

Tuesday, Sept. 15Tuesday, Sept. 15

Thursday, Sept. 17Thursday, Sept. 17

Friday, Sept. 18Friday, Sept. 18

Ministry Schedule

9 a.m.: Lectio Divina Group, clsrm
9:45 a.m.: Confession
10:30 a.m.: Mass

4:45 p.m.: Confession
5:30 p.m. : Mass

2 p.m.: Adoration
5:30 p.m.: Mass

CONFESSIONS: 
Wednesday at 11:30 a.m., Saturday at 
4:45 p.m. and Sunday at 9:45 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursday from 2 to 5:15 p.m.

MARRIAGE: 
Contact Ali Oyler at 712-320-8527 or lit-
urgy@thelakescatholic.church at least six 
months before the date of the wedding.

Saturday, Sept. 19Saturday, Sept. 19

Prayer Chain 
All Confidential Prayer Chain requests may be directed to Jean Mohr, our Prayer 
Chain Coordinator, at 712-320-0748. Prayer intentions may be entered in the 
prayer request book, which can be found in the narthex of the church.

12:00 p.m.: Mass

Wednesday, Sept. 16Wednesday, Sept. 16
11:30 a.m.: Confession
12:00 p.m: Mass

Monday, Sept. 14 Monday, Sept. 14 

BAPTISMS: 
Complete the Baptism In-Take 
form on the parish website. Con-
tact Sara at support@thelakes-
catholic.church or 712-320-8528 
to schedule a pre-baptism class.

Gifts of Stock Avoid Capital Gains Tax 
If you own appreciated stock or property, you may wish to consider giving the 
stock or property to the parish rather than cash. You are able to deduct the full 
value of the stock, avoid the capital gains tax and make a substantial gift to the 
parish. For more information on how you might do this, contact the Diocese 
of Sioux City Office of Stewardship & Development at 712-233-7523 or e-mail 
michelles@scdiocese.org.  

Homebound Ministry 
If you or someone you know is Catholic and homebound and would like to 
receive communion at home, please contact our parish office to be added to 
our homebound ministry list (email support@thelakescatholic.church or call 
712-320-8528). 

If you have a ceremonial 4th Degree sword from a fam-
ily member, relative or for yourself that is just sitting in a 
closet somewhere, we would like to have you donate that 
sword to our Assembly so that new 4th Degree members 
could put it to use at First Communions, Confirmations, 
Funerals or other functions that provide Honor Guard.  
Please drop it off at your parish office so that we can put 
it to use. Thank you for doing this. 

 The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, September 19th @ 5:30 p.m.

EMHC: Ron Crowley, John Huigens, Sandi Smith
LECTOR: Sharon Crowley                     
SERVERS: Jacob Kalkhoff, Katie Kalkhoff
HOSPITALITY: Jim Bunt, Jim Carney, Joe Endres, Doug Zemler
ONLINE: Greg Rolling

Sunday, September 20th @ 10:30 a.m.
EMHC: Kim Kirschbaum, Margie & Tom Lynch, Elizabeth Sandy
LECTOR: Teresa Townsend                  
SERVERS: JR Sandy, Tommy Sandy
HOSPITALITY: Kerri & Korey Robinson, Jim Wiese, Dale Vortherms

Donations for New Babies 
During the month of October Catholic Daughter members are presenting a 
baby gift to all parents having a baby at Lakes Regional Hospital to thank them 
for choosing life.  We invite parish members to join us in this fun and special 
event .  A baby crib will be in the narthex to drop off gifts through mid October 
. We do ask any clothing items be new and no larger than 9 months.  Thank 
you in advance for helping us support these parents.

4th Degree Monsignor McCoy Assembly K of C 4th Degree SWORDS  



The Lakes Catholic Community Staff
Fr. David Hemann, Pastor

pastor@thelakescatholic.church 712-320-8526 (direct) or 712-338-2274 (office)
The St. Mary Staff

Cynthia Gniadek.................................Office Manager
smoffice@thelakescatholic.church  ..  712-339-4554

The St. Joseph Staff
Susan Reiser............................Business Manager
sjoffice@thelakescatholic.church  712-338-2274

Joint Staff
Deacon Darwin Messerly and Deacon Ken Lindquist

Teresa Goehring..........Director of Youth Ministry   	 youth@thelakescatholic.church        
Steph Jacobsma.........Youth Ministry Assistant   	    	 youthassistant@thelakescatholic.church
Erin Lorch....................Director of  Faith Formation    	 faith@thelakescatholic.church        712-339-4555
Sara Nelson.................Ministry Support Specialist	 support@thelakescatholic.church  712-320-8528
Ali Oyler.......................Director of Liturgy/Music       	 liturgy@thelakescatholic.church     712-320-8527

A Note From 
Fr. Hemann

Stewardship is not optional! 
“None of us lives as his own 
master and none of us dies as 
his own master.” says St. Paul. 
“While we live we are respon-
sible to the Lord, and when we 
die we die as his servants.”

ST. JOSEPH 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Sept. 5-6, 2026     Att: 1,725

Adult: $12,435.00
Online Offertory: $2,018.00
Loose: $3,256.50
Quilt: $245.00
Concert: $3,022.55
Garage Sale: $231.00
WOMO 2nd: $1,379.75
Cinnamon Rolls: $1,669.76
Candles: $133.75
Endowment: $115.00

ST. MARY’S 
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

    Sept. 5-6, 2026       Att: 1,328
Adult: $4,536.00
Loose: $3,215.15
Online Offertory: $2,895.00
Votive: $59.00
Dollar Collection: $1,002.75

The readings for this 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time present one of the 
most sobering and challenging teachings in all of Scripture: the measure 
with which we measure will be measured back to us.
In our first reading, Sirach puts it bluntly: “Forgive your neighbor’s injus-

tice; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.” Jesus then am-
plifies this truth in today’s Gospel through the Parable of the Unforgiving 
Servant. After a servant is forgiven a massive, unpayable debt by his mas-
ter, he violently chokes a fellow servant over a few coins. Christ makes 
His point unmistakably clear: if we stubbornly refuse to forgive everybody, 
neither will our Heavenly Father forgive our sins.
The Thread That Binds Us: St. John of the Cross offers a beautiful im-

age of what this stubbornness does to the soul. He describes a sparrow 
that desperately wants to soar to the heights but is held captive by a sin-
gle, thin thread tied around its ankle and secured to the ground. That tiny 
thread is our stubborn refusal to forgive somebody. No matter how much 
we pray or fast, holding onto even a single resentment keeps us tethered 
to the dirt, unable to fly into the freedom of God’s grace.
Forgiveness vs. Reconciliation: When facing deep hurts, it is crucial 

to understand the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation. For-
giveness takes one; reconciliation takes two. There will be times when 
reconciliation is not possible because of the severe dysfunction or spiri-
tual poverty of another person. You do not have to put yourself in harm’s 
way. However, we are still called to maintain a quiet stance of mercy and 
forgiveness in our own hearts meaning that if that person were ever to 
approach us in genuine repentance, our hearts would already be open to 
forgive them.
Love is a Choice, Not a Feeling: Forgiving someone does not mean we 

have to be bosom buddies with everybody. We are simply commanded to 
love them. We must remember that love is not a warm and cozy feeling; 
love is an act of the will. It means wishing and willing the ultimate good of 
another person.
When Jesus hung on the cross and was thrust in the side with a lance, 

He certainly was not experiencing warm, cozy feelings toward the soldiers. 
In the midst of unimaginable physical agony, He made the radical choice 
to will their good: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
As we reflect on the unpayable debt God has forgiven us, let us ask our-

selves: What thread is tying me down? Let us pray for the grace to cut that 
thread, to will the good of those who have hurt us, and to measure out the 
same boundless mercy we hope to receive.


