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A MESSAGE FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

Dcar Fricnds,

As we look ahead fo the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra’s 2026-2027 season, | couldn’t
be more excited about what's in store for our community. I'm also deeply honored and
grateful to continue serving as Music Director through May 2029. Over the past six seasons,
it has been a joy to make music with our extraordinary musicians and to build meaningful
connections throughout Evansville, and I'm thrilled to confinue that journey together.

This season, titled “Rhythm and Joy: Music That Moves You,” celebrates the passion,
excitement, and emotional power that music brings into our lives. Audiences will

} experience an incredible variety of repertoire — from beloved classical masterworks to
music by some of today's most exciting and innovative composers. It's a season designed
to inspire, entertain, and bring people together through unforgettable live performances.

There are so many concerts I'm personally looking forward to. Opening Night will feature
5 the remarkable Lucia Micarelli and Eric Byers performing Brahms' Double Concerto, one
o of the great masterpieces for violin and cello. We'll also welcome legendary frumpeter
T Arturo Sandoval for what promises to be an electrifying evening. I'm especially excited
about our Classical Jukebox concert, which will feature many of the greatest hits of classical music in a fresh and engaging
format and finally closing out our season with Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (Full Film with Live Orchestra) with John

Williams' iconic score performed in sync with the movie.

Beyond the concert hall, we are also proud to continue sharing music throughout our community with our New Traditions Series,
bringing engaging performances and musical experiences to audiences across the region. Community connection remains at
the heart of what we do, and we are committed to making the orchestra accessible, welcoming, and inspiring for all.

This season truly has something for everyone, and | encourage our audiences to join us and experience the energy and
artistry of live orchestral music. We have an amazing orchestra here in Evansville, and | can’t wait to share this exciting
new season with our community. Get your tickets now and join us for what promises to be a thriling year with the Evansville
Philharmonic Orchestral

With gratitude,

Pl

Roger Kalia

Music Director, Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra
FRONT AND BACK COVER PHOTQOS, PLUS PHOTO ON THIS PAGE
BY DANIEL KNIGHT / STUDIO B PHOTOGRAPHY
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CLASSICS CONCERT

Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR
LUCIA MICARELLI, VIOLIN
ERIC BYERS, CELLO

Quinn Mason................ Inspiration! - A Festive
Overture for Orchestra

Howard Hanson........... Symphony No. 2 “Romantic”

Johannes Brahms Double Concerto for
Violin and Cello

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR: MARTHA AND MERRITT
DEJONG FOUNDATION

MUSIC SPONSOR: DONALD C. SUMMERS
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CLASSICS CONCERT

CLASSICAL JUKEBOX

Saturday, Nov. 14, 2026, at 7 p.m. * Victory Theatre
ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR

The Classical Jukebox concert is a high-energy four of orchestral
favorites, bringing fogether some of the most recognizable music ever
written — all in one memorable evening. Like a perfectly curated
playlist, this program pulses with both romance and rhythm, moving
effortlessly across styles and eras. From the elegance of Mozart and
the delightful charm of Haydn's “Surprise” Symphony fo the warmth
and lyricism of Brahms' Symphony No. 3, “Poco allegretto,” and the
TR . briliance of Handel's Royal Fireworks Music, each work showcases the
bi‘rﬁi;;fi‘ﬁ I expressive heartbeat of the orchestra.
—¥s /A Verdi's Overture to Nabucco adds sweeping operatic drama, while
Barber's Adagio for Strings offers a moment of profound romance and
reflection. The journey continues with the iconic drive of Beethoven's
Fifth Symphony, “Allegro” and concludes in spectacular fashion with
the power of John Wiliams' score to the film Star Wars: The Force
Awakens. Surrounded by the rich acoustics and grandeur of the Victory
Theatre, this concert is an immersive celebration of music’s ability to
move us — through both its passion and its pulse.

This performance welcomes Orchestra alumni to the stage and honors
the memory of former Music Director Stewart Kershaw.

CONCERT SPONSOR: NEAL A. FRANKLIN
BEETHOVEN & MOZART SPONSOR: DR. LEE & KIRSTEN WAGMEISTER
BRAHMS SPONSOR: DONALD C. SUMMERS

VERDI SPONSOR: SELBY HINKEBEIN & PAMELA GLASCOCK

MUSIC SPONSOR: DARLA OLBERDING
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CLASSICS CONCERT

SANDOVAL &
SCHEHERAZADE

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2027, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR
ARTURO SANDOVAL, TRUMPET

Camille Saint-Saéns............ “Danse Bacchanale”
from Samson and Delila

Arturo Sandoval .................. Trumpet Concerto No. 2
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.... Scheherazade

East meets West and transports the audience info a
night of dazzling storytelling and musical adventure. The
Evansville Philharmonic brings together music inspired
by passion, virtuosity, and legend. Saint-Saéns’ sultry
“Danse Bacchanale” from Samson and Delila opens the
program with exofic flair and irresistible energy, setting
the stage for an evening rich in drama and brilliance.

Trumpet legend Arturo Sandoval, a 10-fime Grammy
Award winner and celebrated collaborator with the
Buena Vista Social Club, takes center stage in his
Trumpet Concerto No. 2, showcasing breathtaking
virtuosity and Latin flair.

The journey concludes with Rimsky-Korsakov's

iconic Scheherazade, a masterwork of orchestral
storytelling. From Sinbad’s voyages to a bustling festival
in Baghdad, its lush, colorful score brings tales of
adventure, romance, and infrigue to a thrilling close —
bringing the spirit of East meets West to a magnificent
culmination.

27

CONCERT SPONSOR:

ppatesc &

-.vu-c

SYMPHONY OF COLOR SPONSOR:

Aroste's
JEWELEY SHOPPES

TR A IAET Y CENTRISOF PUANSAELLE
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CLASSICS CONCERT
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WINDOWS OF HEAVEN

Saturday, Feb. 27, 2027, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR
CATHERINE CREED, SOPRANO
EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC CHORUS

Ottorino Respighi ........cccccceveveennene Vetrate di chiesa

(Church Windows)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart......... Exsultate, jubilate
Francis Poulenc..........cccceceuvvveurnenns Gloria

Radiant and uplifting, Windows of Heaven shines a light on the
beauty and briliance of sacred music across three distinctive
voices. Respighi's Vetrate di Chiesa (Church Windows) opens the
program with rich orchestral color, evoking luminous stained-glass

scenes that glow with warmth and mystery.

Mozart’s joyful Exsultate, jubilate features a brilliant soprano solo
that sparkles with grace, purity, and virtuosic briliance, crowned

by its radiant and exuberant “Alleluia.”

ml\*chm &Joy

The program concludes with Poulenc's exuberant
Gloria, a collaboration for the Evansville Philharmonic
Orchestra, Chorus, and soprano. Both reverent and
playful, this masterpiece celebrates the joy, beauty,
and grandeur of the sacred in a thriling and deeply
human expression of praise.

CONCERT SPONSOR: SANTI & MARTHA VIBUL

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR: WILLIAM E. SCHMIDT
FOUNDATION

CHORUS SPONSOR: FRIENDS OF THE CHORUS



CLASSICS CONCERT

GRIEG & RACHMANINOFF

Saturday, April 3, 2027, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR
VIJAY VENKATESH, PIANO

Clarice Assad..........ccocuu.. Baido ‘N’ Blues
Edvard Grieg........ccccueunee. Piano Concerto in A Minor
Sergei Rachmaninofi......... Symphonic Dances

Bringing the season fo a vibrant close is our program full of rhythm,
lyricism, and sweeping emotion. Clarice Assad’s Baido ‘N’ Blues
opens with infectious energy, blending Brazilian rhythms and bluesy
harmonies into a colorful and captivating orchestral soundscape.

Dynamic pianist Vijay Venkatesh takes center stage in Grieg's

beloved Piano Concerto in A Minor, a cornerstone of the
repertoire known for its soaring melodies, dramatic flair, and

lyrical beauty. From its iconic opening to its tender, expressive
moments, the concerto showcases both virtuosic brilliance and

poetic sensitivity.

The program concludes with Rachmaninoff's Symphonic Dances,
his final orchestral masterpiece. Rich with lush harmonies, driving
rhythms, and haunting nostalgia, this powerful work brings the

season fo a thriling and unforgettable finish.

CONCERT SPONSOR:

£2-KOCH

FOUNDATION

GUEST ARTIST SPONSORS:
NANCY & TOM TRAYLOR FOUNDATION
SUSAN VAUGHN

TRAYLOR

MUSIC THAT MOVES YOU
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POPS CONCERT

HALLOWEEN
SPECTACULAR

Saturday, Oct. 24, 2026, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR
EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC CHORUS
EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC YOUTH ORCHESTRA

Halloween Spectacular promises a spine-tingling orchestral
adventure as the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra, Chorus,
and Youth Orchestra conjure an electrifying program of
suspense and drama, from the haunting intensity of Bernard
Herrmann's Psycho Suite to other works that draw the
audience intfo a world of mystery and thrills.

In a special Side-by-Side collaboration, members of the
EPYO will join the Orchestra on stage for an abridged
performance of A Night on Bald Mountain and Saint-Saéns’

Rhythm & Joy

devilishly playful Danse Macabre, creating an unforgettable
experience for both musicians and audience alike.

Listeners will also encounter the magic of John Williams,
including “Hedwig’s Theme" from Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone, and the “Devil's Dance” from The Witches
of Eastwick. Danny Elfman’s The Nightmare Before Christmas
orchestral suite adds a delightfully eerie twist, balancing
suspense with whimsical seasonal fun.

Audience members are encouraged fo arrive in costume
and join in the festivities by taking part in a spirited costume
parade across the Victory Theatre stage during the concert,
bringing the Halloween magic tfo life for all to share.

CONCERT SPONSORS: PHIL & LINDA PALMER FASSETT

EVANSVILLE
@))) PHILHARMONIC

GUILD
CHORUS SPONSOR: FRIENDS OF THE CHORUS
MUSIC SPONSOR: ANONYMOUS

PHOTO BY DANIEL KNIGHT / STUDIO B PHOTOGRAPHY
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POPS CONCERT

Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026, at 7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2026, at 2 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR

RACHEL POTTER, VOCALIST
EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC CHORUS
EVANSVILLE CHILDREN'S CHOIR
NORTH HIGH SCHOOL HUSKETTES
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QUG WAYNE WORTHINGTON FAMILY

e
‘; CHORUS SPONSOR
. FRIENDS OF THE CHORUS

* STAGE DECOR SPONSOR: ke
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OUTREACH SPONSOR:
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POPS CONCERT POPS CONCERT

THE MUSIC OF EARTH, BROADWAY ROCKS!
WIND & FIRE Saturday, March 20, 2027, at 7 p.m.

Victory Theatre

Sunday, Feb. 7, 2027, at 2 p.m. * Victory Theatre
ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR

MARIANO LONGO, CONDUCTOR DAN DOMENECH, VOCALIST
ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR CHLOE LOWERY, VOCALIST

y N LAKISHA JONES, VOCALIST

Get ready to dance and
groove with the music of S
Earth, Wind & Fire! Led by

Las Vegas headliner Tyrig \
Johnson, whose soaring, ;{\
multi-octave voice electrifies “ d

every note, Serpentine Fire \ ;

delivers a dynamic tribute 2 ﬂ

to the legendary hits of \h...

Earth, Wind & Fire. With a d h
powerhouse band and full RS
orchestra performance, this EARTH, WIND & FIRE
show delights audiences

of all ages. Arranger and L 4

conductor Mariano Longo

works alongside Johnson to create an irresistible, crowd-
pleasing concert filled with funky rhythms, lush harmonies,
and the pure joy of chart-topping hits. This concert blends
iconic songs with sophisticated symphonic arrangements,
taking audience members on a vibrant journey through the
'70s and '80s filled with groove, soul, and melodies.

Audience members will enjoy favorite hits like Boogie
Wonderland, September, Let’s Groove, After the Love Has
Gone, Shining Star, Fantasy, and many more. With hits such
as Got to Get You Into My Life, Serpentine Fire, and Can't
Hide Love, this performance promises to get everyone on
their feet, celebrating the music that defined a generation.

CONCERT SPONSORS:
DANNY & PAT BATEMAN GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR: JOHN & ROBYN MUSGRAVE

ROBERT & MARIANNA WRIGHT




STAR WARS

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK
(FULL FILM WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA)

Saturday, April 24, 2027, at 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

ROGER KALIA, CONDUCTOR

“You must feel the Force around you ..." The battle for the
galaxy infensifies as Imperial Forces attack the Rebel Alliance.
Han Solo and Princess Leia flee fo Cloud City, only to be
captured by Darth Vader. Meanwhile, Luke Skywalker trains
with Jedi Master Yoda on Dagobah, preparing for a life-or-
death confrontation with the Sith Lord. Experience the epic
story as it unfolds on the big screen with every thriling moment
of the film accompanied by the Evansville Philharmonic
performing John Williams’ Grammy-winning score live.
Immerse yourself in the Star Wars universe like never before

MUSIC THAT MOVES YOU

A
| y—

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK
IN CONCERT

as the Orchestra brings Williams' iconic music to life, from

the haunting intensity of Darth Vader's themes to the heroic
melodies of the “Rebellion.” This cinematic spectacle
combines breathtaking imagery, pulse-pounding action, and
the full emotional power of a live symphony, creating a truly
spectacular evening of Star Wars music and film.

PLATINUM SUPPORTER: BRUCE & DEBBIE BATTS
BRONZE SUPPORTER: )))EY.".F:XLthiON.c
PATRON SUPPORTER: PATRICK & JILL GRIFFIN
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A Prelude so Dpening Night

THEIR RHYTHM, THEIR ROMANCE:

A Prelude to Opening Night
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2026,
at 6 p.m. ¢ Victory Theatre

EVENT SPONSOR:

BAIRD

EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC
YOUTH ORCHESTRA FALL
CONCERT

Sunday, Nov. 22, 2026,

at 4 p.m. ¢ Victory Theatre

LEE VEAZEY & ADAM CLARK,
CONDUCTORS

CONCERT SPONSOR:

John C. & Diane Schroeder
MUSIC SPONSOR:

Dr. Dwight & Tricia Silvera

Rhythm & Joy

NEW TRADITIONS SERIES
Dates & Times TBD
Venues TBD

SERIES SPONSOR:
Dick & Diane Arneson

MRS. PHYLLIS R. GRIMM
PRESENTS MESSIAH

Friday, Dec. 18, 2026, at 7 p.m.
Trinity United Methodist Church

CHORUS SPONSOR
Friends of the Chorus

HANDEL'S MESSIAH
Saturday, Dec. 19, 2026,

at 7 p.m. EST

St. Joseph Catholic Church

CONCERT SPONSORS: Rose M.
Breivogel, Father Raymond
Brenner, Mr. & Mrs. David Fuhs,
Jasper Engines & Transmissions,
Jane Krempp, $t. Joseph
Catholic Church, The Ruxer
Foundation

CHORUS SPONSOR:
Friends of the Chorus

SPRING CHORAL CONCERT
Date & Time TBD
Location TBD

Andrea Drury, Chorus Master

CONCERT SPONSOR:
Friends of the Chorus

EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC
YOUTH ORCHESTRA SPRING
CONCERT

Saturday, May 15, 2027,

at 7 p.m.

Victory Theatre

CONCERT SPONSOR:
Anonymous

MUSIC SPONSOR:
Seth & Scarlett Zirkle

PHOTO BY DANIEL KNIGHT / STUDIO B PHOTOGRAPHY
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SEPTEMBER 2024

Their Rhythm, Their Romance:
A Prelude to Opening Night
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 6 p.m.
Victory Theatre

Opening Night!
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

OCTOBER 2026
Halloween Spectacular
Saturday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

NOVEMBER 2026
Classical Jukebox
Saturday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

Evansville Philharmonic Youth
Orchestras Fall Concert
Sunday, Nov. 22, 4 p.m.
Victory Theatre

DECEMBER 2026
Peppermint Pops
Saturday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2 p.m.
Victory Theatre

Handel's Messiah
Friday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m.
Trinity United Methodist Church

Saturday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m. (EST)
St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Jasper, Indiana

JANUARY 2027

Sandoval & Scheherazade
Saturday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

FEBRUARY 2027

The Music of Earth, Wind & Fire
Sunday, Feb. 7,2 p.m.

Victory Theatre

MUSIC THAT MOVES YOU))

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE - CALL 812-425-5050

Windows of Heaven
Saturday, Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

MARCH 2027
Broadway Rocks
Saturday, Mar. 20, 7 p.m.

APRIL 2027

Grieg & Rachmaninoff
Saturday, Apr. 3, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

Star Wars

The Empire Strikes Back
Full Film with Live Orchestra
Saturday, Apr. 24, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

Spring Choral Concert
Date & Time TBD
Location TBD

MAY 2027

Evansville Philharmonic Youth
Orchestras Spring Concert
Saturday, May 15, 7 p.m.
Victory Theatre

o facebook.com/EvansvillePhil
@ x.com/EvansvillePhil
Q instagram.com/evvphil

youtube.com/
EvansvillePhilharmonicOrchestra

*All programes, artists, dates, times, and venues
are subject fo change. All concerts at the Victory
Theatre unless otherwise indicated.
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SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES

Available in a variety of prices and seating levels,
season subscription packages can be purchased for
CLASSICS and POPS concerts. Full Series subscriptions
are available with renewable seats. FLEXIBLE
subscriptions do not guarantee same seating for each
concert, and do not have renewable seating. Call the
EP Box Office for details at 812-425-5050.

SUPER POPS "A"

TIER 1: Front Balecery

includes 4 Saturdays / 1 Sunday (2/7) T —
TIER I: Balcony &
SUPER POPS "B" AW E R ol THER 2: Balcomy B Ty B
9 b LRbAE ladufude fola ko d ol bt kb L L R R Lastd iy
includes 3 Saturdays / P —— —— e
2 Sundays (12/6 & 2/7)
PREMIUM

*SATURDAY POPS FULL/OYO/FLEX SERIES TIER TIER**
does not include Sunday 2/7/27 at 2 p.m. 1 3
+SUNDAY POPS CLASSICS
does not include 10/24/26; 3/20/27; (5 Classics concerts) $410 $300 $250 $200 $150
and 4/24/27 on Saturdays at 7 p.m. SUPER POPS A&B 410 5300 250 $200 150
TIER 2* is located in both the Balcony (5 Pops Concerts)
and the Orchestra Center

SATURDAY POPS*

328 240 200 160 120

TIER 3** s located in the Orchestra 14 Sty Comasis) 3 3 3 3 3
Center and on both Orchestra sides SUNDAY POPS+

(2 Sunday Concerts) $164 $120 $100 980 $60
Orchestrate Your Own (OYO)
Subscriptions allow you maximum OYO 3-SERIES
flexibility to choose the concerts you (Choose 3 CL/Pops Concerts) $328 $240 $200 9160 $120
want, with the option of 3 or 4 choices.

OYO 4-SERIES

(Choose 4 CL/Pops concerts) $246 9180 $150 $120 $90
Color on seat map corresponds

. . FLEX VOUCHER SERIES

to level on pricing. AT s $304 $244 $204 9164 9124



Did you know subscribers save up

to 12% off the cost of single tickets
and can reserve their seats before
single tickets go on sale to the public?
Subscribe to our concert packages by
phone, mail orin person, and we will
find you the best seats available. New
subscriptions may be purchased in
person or by phone. Online subscriptions
will be available for purchase in

August by visiting our website at
evansvillephilharmonic.org. Once the
season begins, pro-rated packages are
still your best option over single tickets!

Please note all OYO Series Packages
and FLEX Voucher Packages do not have
guaranteed same seating for each concert
chosen and do not have renewable seats.
If you prefer the same seat for all of your
concerts, purchase a Full Series package.
For more information, contact the Box
Office at (812) 425-5050, Press 1.

When subscribing fo Full Series
packages, you can renew the same seats
each year as long as you renew on or
before the due date.

Single tickets start at $32 for Classics &
Pops events. Single tickets go on

sale Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 10 a.m. You

may purchase online by visiting us af
evansvillephilharmonic.org or call the
Box Office at (812) 425-5050, #1. If you
choose fo visit our office, please note
box office hours and our address: 20 N.W.
Third St., Ste. 500 (5th Floor).

Box Office hours: Summer hours
are Monday-Thursday, 10 fo 4 p.m.
After Aug. 31, Tuesday-Friday, 10 fo
4:30 p.m. Online ficket sales end at
3 p.m. for Saturday concerts; and 11
a.m. for all 2 p.m. Sunday concerts.
We are not open on weekends for
ticket sales.

For special events, please check
with the box office, as tickets may
only be available for purchase (1)
one hour before the concert begins.
Please check your tickets for the
time, venue name, and address prior
to the concert. Check website for
more information.

Tickets are non-refundable and
non-reprintable. Exchanges may
incur a $5 fee per ticket. Contact the
box office for more information.

Got friends? Corporate
entertaining? School groups?
Discounted tickets for groups are
available for most EP concerts.
Groups of 10 or more Adults
receive discounts of 10% to 20%.
Call the EP Box Office at (812)
425-5050, #1 beginning Aug. 27
at 10 a.m.

Gift certificates are available
in any amount and can be
used for any concert in the
2026-27 Season.

MUSIC THAT MOVES YOl))

VETERANS/MILITARY/FIRST RESPONDERS/
HEALTHCARE WORKERS

Special $25 and $35 (Premium) discounted
tickets for all of our veterans, military, 1st
responders, and healthcare workers are
available in select areas of the Victory Theatre
for all Classics and Pops concerts. Call the EP
Box Office at (812) 425-5050 beginning Sept. 8
fo receive your discount.

CLUB 18|39
(Pafrons age 18 to 39 only.
Must have valid ID.)

Sign up online for CLUB 18| 39
and get special discounted tickets!

$42/$63 $20 EACH (2) Ticket maximum per
Classics & Pops concert; TIERS 2/3 seating.
PREMIUM Concerts are $30/ea.

Sign-up online, then purchase at
evansvillephilharmonic.org and choose “Will Call”
or "Email" as the Delivery Method. Must have a
Valid ID fo pick-up tickets at Will Call.

FREE STUDENT TICKETS
(Children and Full-time students only)

FREE Child/Student single tickets o EP concerts.
(Based upon availability.)

Each child/student is eligible for one (1) ticket
per EP concert beginning two weeks before
each concert date and one week for all
PREMIUM concerts.

(FREE Tickets based upon availability in
select seating.)

To receive your FREE Child/Student single ticket,
call the Box Office at (812) 425-5050, Tuesday-
Friday from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

EVANSVILLE 20 N.W. Third $St., Ste. 500, Evansville, IN 47708
ep> PHILHARMONIC For Mail: P.O. Box 84, Evansville, IN 47701-0084 « (812) 425-5050 ¢ evansvillephilharmonic.org
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