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Faith in Action – Reflections from the Government and Disability Summit
By Deacon Dr. Travick-Jackson
Part I: Building Bridges of Inclusion: “Every person, regardless of ability, reflects the image of God.”

Scripture Reflection: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” — Galatians 6:2
Review:
This September, I had the opportunity of attending the Second Annual Government and Disability Summit in Ventura County—a gathering of advocates, leaders, and community members working together to ensure access and inclusion for all. Under the leadership of Dani Anderson, Ventura County’s Disability Access Manager, and with support from the Board of Supervisors, other state and local offices and the Ford Foundation, the summit continues to grow in purpose and power.
Part 1
Throughout the four days of sessions and discussions, a central truth was repeated again and again: our value does not diminish with age, illness, or limitation. We are all part of God’s beautiful creation, called to live and serve together in dignity and grace.
Workshops on self-advocacy, emergency planning, and volunteer inclusion reminded attendees that accessibility is not a gift—it is a right and a reflection of God’s justice. As the saying of the summit went: “Nothing about us, without us.”
May this phrase echo in our churches as we continue to create ministries where every member has a voice and a place at the table. 

Discussion Guide and Reflection Questions:
Focus: Understanding inclusion and recognizing the value of every member of God’s family.
Reflection Questions:
1. The summit emphasized: “Nothing about us, without us.” How can this principle guide how our church listens to and involves seniors, and people with disabilities?

1. Think of someone in your congregation who may feel “left out” or unseen. What small steps could you take to include them in church life this week?


1. How does recognizing the inherent value of all members deepen your understanding of God’s love?


Practical Action:
· Identify one ministry or committee where you could invite someone with lived experience to join the conversation this month.

Prayer Prompt:
Lord, help us to see and value every member of Your family. Teach us to build bridges of inclusion so that no one feels left out. Amen.

Coming next:
 In our next issue, we’ll look at how faith and preparedness come together when disasters strike—and how the church can play a vital role in caring for one another through crisis.

For reflections, questions, or comments, please reach out to Deacon Dr. Travick-Jackson. deacondr@socalsynod.org  you may also send your comments and questions to Robin Lujan. rlujan@socalsynod.org
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