
Oldham County Fiscal Court Grant Application 

Date of Application:  December 17, 2025 
 

Official Name of Organization:  Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 
 

Address:  12501 Harmony Landing Road, Goshen, KY 40026 
 

EIN:  31-0908496 
 

Date and Place of Incorporation:  Goshen, KY on July 7, 1975 
 

Name, Complete Address, Email and Phone Number of Contact Person: 
 

    Tavia Cathcart Brown, Executive Director 
 

 
     12501 Harmony Landing Road, Goshen, KY 40026  
 
     Tavia@KYNaturePreserve.org  
 
     502-228-4362 office, 502-523-9005 mobile 

 

 

Purpose of Organization and Services Rendered: 
 

Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve is a public charity 
established in 1975 (50 years ago!) through the legacy of 
Virginia Creasey Mahan and Howard Mahan to bring nature 
and community together. The Preserve served 60,000 annual 
visitors last year alone through large community events and 
educational programming.  

 
Since Oldham County does not have a public park 

anywhere near Goshen, Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 
serves this function in our area of the County.  

 
Your support will have an outsized impact, due to these challenges: the March 

hailstorm damaged 15 of our structures and the insurance deductible rose from $2,500 to $25,000. 
Soon after, we canceled our fundraising gala (the Butterfly Ball) due to the threat of tornadoes.  

 
Visitors to Creasey Mahan enjoy 170-acres with picnic areas, 9-miles of hiking trails, our 

Forest Friends Playground, camping, an educational natural history museum, our historic Mahan 
Manor and Springhouse, recreational fields, covered pavilions, and our two-acre native plant 
Woodland Garden that is part of the statewide tourism initiative called The Kentucky Garden Trail.   

 
This is the eighth year of our Thrive Forest School, the area’s first nature-based preschool 

for children 3 to 6 years of age, following the Oldham County School Calendar. Our Thrive 
offerings have expanded to include summer camps, after-school programming, and periodic 
programs for toddlers and parents. Over 2,500 students and campers are served annually.   

 
We served another 2,300 students through school field trips, especially providing classes to 

children receiving free and reduced lunches through Title One Schools.  
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As a public charity that serves Oldham County and the surrounding counties, our needs are 
great. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 
Amount Requested: $5,875  
 
Proposal for Funding: 
 

A.  Statement of Need for Project 

Oldham County Fiscal Court has been with us from the beginning as 
the Nature Preserve has built an exceptional and hugely popular Forest 
Friends Playground. Thank you so very much for your support! 

 
The Forest Friends Playground is an inclusive ADA-accessible 

playground, which is in use every day by hundreds of families and is always 
free to visit, serving the entire region.  

 
Thousands of families from Oldham County use it on a regular basis. Its emphasis is to 

bring all children together – those in wheelchairs, with mobility-assisted devices and with special 
needs – so they may play alongside their friends and family members.  

 
In September 2024, we opened our wheelchair-accessible, four-season restroom at the 

playground, which is greatly appreciated by our visitors. This restroom is also used for larger 
community and athletic events sponsored by local schools, like the Rumble Through the Jungle, 
the second largest cross-country race in the state.   

 
Note that the playground is a drop-off and pick-up location for our Thrive Forest School 

programming, including Thrive Nature Camp. It is an important meeting space, where our students 
and campers play while parents meet with our educators.  

 
The next important step will be to pave the large parking area, serving all visitors using the 

play areas, athletic fields, our trails, and events. We are actively seeking concurrent funding for the 
paving project from a variety of sources, and this is not part of this request.   

 
This grant request is to provide support to purchase and install a cedar split rail fence 

around the parking lot to ensure the safety of visitors and children visiting the playground 
and trails and establish a perimeter for vehicles. We anticipate that this project will occur in 
late summer of 2026, after the parking lot is paved.  

 
Who Benefits 
 

Everyone in Oldham County may benefit from The Forest Friends Playground, the new 
restrooms, and access to nine-miles of trails, recreational fields, and our entire 170-acres. We are 
open 365 days a year from sunrise to sunset. The Forest Friends Playground draws local residents, 
as well as tourists from across the region.   

 
With the support of Oldham County Fiscal Court, your gift would make a 

tremendous difference to thousands of Oldham Countians and their families who visit 
Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve. As mentioned previously, we served an excess of 60,000 
visitors this year alone. 
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B. Proposed Use of Funds to Remediate the Need 
 
 The proposed use of funds would be used to purchase materials to construct a cedar split 
rail fence across 990 linear feet, with cedar posts every 10 feet.  
 

We will include various “end-post” openings for pedestrian walkways and for service 
vehicles.  

 
The fencing will delineate the perimeter of the parking area next to the Forest Friends 

Playground, restrooms, and the entrance to the trails and recreational fields.   
 
C. Project Budget 

At the time of this request, the cost of materials for 990 linear feet of cedar fencing is shown 
below (if more than $.50, rounded up to the nearest dollar). We hope lumber costs don’t rise in 
2026.  

 
Creasey Mahan pledges to cover or find funding to match the request from Oldham 

County Fiscal Court for 50% of the total project cost. Should extra funds be available from 
Fiscal Court, we’d be extremely grateful if a larger award might be granted.  

 
 

Item & Description  
(At Menards) Units Per Unit Total 

10’ of Cedar Split Rail Fencing Package 99 $55 $5,445 

Additional End Rails for Pedestrian Entrances and 
Drive-Throughs 15 $18 $270 

60-lb Bags of Sakrete for Posts 80 $4.50 $360 

Entrance/Safety Signage on Fence 7 $25 $175 
Rental Equipment for 1-Week 2 $250 $500 
Cost of Installation - Seven Days with Four Crew   $5,000 

Total Project Cost   $11,750 

Creasey Mahan’s 50%   $5,875 

Grant Request for 50% Match   $5,875 
  
 

All of us at Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve greatly appreciate your generous consideration 
of this meaningful project and request.  

 
We are proud to have the support of Oldham County Fiscal Court and the Grants 

Committee. You are making a tremendous difference to all of us in the community, and we are 
extremely grateful. 
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Warm regards, 
 
 
Tavia Cathcart Brown 
Executive Director 
 

 
 

Thank you for helping us at Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve,  
as we provide a safe and beautiful setting for children to play, get healthy, study, 

and build confidence and friends.  
 

Here are some photos of our students, visitors, and wildlife that represent  
the wonder and beauty of Creasey Mahan. 
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Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 
2025 All-Volunteer Board of Directors 

 

 
 Member          Mailing Address                                                        Occupation/Affiliations 

Barry Hines, President 1008 Kent Road, Goshen, KY 40026   Attorney at Frost Brown Todd, LLC  
 
Ben Gardner, Vice-President 1402 Brush Jump Ln, Goshen, KY 40026    Attorney at Naber, Joyner & Jaffee 
 
Tom Henrion, Treasurer  1309 Park Shore Road, La Grange, KY 40031 Retired-Yum Brands; former Board Member of Oldham 

County Community Foundation  
 
Buford Parrish, Secretary 10510 Highway 329, Prospect, KY 40059  Owner of Parrish Implements 
 
Tony Coffey 3208 English Way, Prospect, KY 40059   Co-Owner, Parthenon, LLC 
 
Ken Dahlgren 2506 Stonefield Lane, LaGrange, KY 40031 Retired from United Parcel Service; Board Member,          

Oldham County History Center 
 
Kelly Wright Henrion 613 Briar Hill Road, Louisville, KY 40206   Fellow at Pahara Institute, Leadership Consultant in 

Education, Former Exec. Dir. Of KIPP Memphis Collegiate 
Schools, Founder of KIPP Adelante Prep Academy  

 
John Hubbard, M.D. 527 Club Lane, Louisville, KY 40207 Retired Urologist from the Hubbard Clinic, Former Chair of 

Cedar Lake Lodge Board  
 
Clara Ann Pallares, M.D. 1750 Landing Road, Goshen, KY 40026 General Internist & Pediatrician, Certified Master Gardener 
 
Sean Roberts 13620 Forest Bend Circle, Louisville, KY 40245 Science Teacher at Ballard High School  
 
John Inwright 810 Greenwillow Way, Louisville, KY 40223 Retired CEO Wendy’s Supply Chain Co-Op; Former Chairman, 

Brooklawn Child & Family Services; Former Board Member, 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption 

Directors are volunteers and are not compensated in any manner. 
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Jan - Dec 25 Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

405 · Contributions Received 266,641.33 142,000.00 187.8%

406 · Grants 252,734.57 457,450.00 55.2%

420 · Other Income -208.27 3,100.00 -6.7%

422 · SBA Loan - PPP Program 100,435.97

430 · Facilities, Weddings & Sales 8,846.18 26,000.00 34.0%

603 · Education Fees - Income 2,641.19 4,600.00 57.4%
603.10 · Fundraising - Income 91,895.73 183,000.00 50.2%

604.10 · Thrive Forest School Income 252,596.84 290,000.00 87.1%

Total Income 975,583.54 1,106,150.00 88.2%

Gross Profit 975,583.54 1,106,150.00 88.2%

Expense
502 · Gross Salaries 535,521.77 675,451.00 79.3%
506 · Tax & Licenses 34.59
510 · Professional Services Fees 17,953.83 14,600.00 123.0%

511 · Retirement - Company Matching 29,649.15 39,000.00 76.0%
522 · Mktg, Web Site & Appeal Expense 1,879.90 12,000.00 15.7%

524 · Insurance-Liablty/Worker's Comp 37,650.58 40,450.00 93.1%
526 · Health Insurance 35,704.11 44,000.00 81.1%

530 · Utilities 28,666.44 31,000.00 92.5%
532 · Grounds 3,266.95 4,000.00 81.7%

533 · Play Areas-FF & Rockasaurus 0.00 4,000.00 0.0%

534 · Buildings 119,063.48 12,000.00 992.2%

536 · Equipment-Machinery & Repairs 14,071.80 16,500.00 85.3%

537 · Bank Fees 12,263.13 13,200.00 92.9%
538 · Dues & Subscriptions 39.21 1,300.00 3.0%
540 · Office Supplies & Equipment 2,814.77 6,800.00 41.4%

542 · Miscellaneous - Operating 8,981.76 10,000.00 89.8%
544 · Employee Training & Tuition 0.00 500.00 0.0%
607 · Grant Expenditures 51,467.05 40,000.00 128.7%

612 · Postage 381.68 3,700.00 10.3%
614 · Educational Programs 77.00 250.00 30.8%
616 · Printing-Ltrhd, Cards, Shirts 0.00 1,300.00 0.0%
624 · Program supplies 0.00 50.00 0.0%
6560 · Payroll Expense-FICA & Medicare 40,704.75 51,672.00 78.8%

940,191.95 1,021,773.00 92.0%

35,391.59 84,377.00 41.9%

Total Expense 

Net Ordinary Income 

Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve, Inc.
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual

Accrual Basis PROPOSED BUDGET Jan - Dec 2025

Page 1



Three Letters of Support for Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 

Submitted by Parents of Children Attending Thrive Forest School  
at Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve is such a wonderful asset to our community in Oldham County and the 
surrounding region. Both the beautiful preserve and its educational programming connect people to 
nature and benefit area families in so many ways.  

My family (three generations) enjoys spending time at the Preserve hiking, playing at the amazing 
playground, volunteering in the garden, and learning at the Nature Center. Both of my daughters 
have attended the Thrive Forest School program for preschool (my youngest is currently enrolled).  

Thrive Forest School is a one-of-a-kind program, the first in our region, and I have been impressed by 
the philosophy, quality of educators, and the growth I have seen in my children. I am so thankful that my 
children could attend this type of unique high quality early childhood program. I cannot overstate the 
lifelong benefits of attending a developmentally appropriate nature-based program like Thrive Forest 
School.  

As a parent it is difficult to find excellent programs for early childhood that have openings. Thrive is 
exceptional, I strongly encourage you not to miss the opportunity to support the growth and 
improvement of this community asset.  

We fully support improvements such as paving the parking lot and adding a perimeter fence for 
safety purposes.  

We were completely surprised when we learned that Creasey Mahan doesn’t receive any general 
funding from the City of Goshen or Oldham County, when it serves as the “public park” in our 
area. My family strongly encourages you to consider annual support to ensure it continues to serve 
families like ours.   

Regards,  

Jamie Strang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Committee - 

I am a resident of Oldham County and parent of a student at Thrive Forest School at Creasey Mahan 
Nature Preserve, writing in support of their proposal.  

Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve is an Oldham County treasure and the heart of the Goshen community. 
As the first forest school in the region, Thrive has set the precent for high-quality, nature-based 
education in Kentucky. Families travel to our county to give their child the gift of preschool in the forest, 
and this grant would support CMNP’s ability to bring opportunities to Oldham County families, 
including students in the Thrive Forest School program.  

My three-year-old daughter, Ann Marie, has had a fabulous experience at Thrive. We are an adventurous 
family and hike and camp with her often, but the confidence, curiosity, and love of nature that she has 
learned at Thrive is beyond what we could give her ourselves. As a public-school educator, I value the 
chance for her to have a non-traditional early childhood education and believe in the benefits for her as 
she moves into a more traditional school setting.  

Oldham County has long been a place where people move because they value education for their 
children, and I’m thrilled that Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve’s Thrive programming is included in the 
many rich educational opportunities that our children have available to them.  

I’m proud of the ways that Creasey Mahan has evolved through the years to meet the needs of the 
community, while maintaining the natural respite and historic site that has always attracted folks 
in our region.  

I attended Girl Scouts in the field house many years ago and hiked the same trails my daughter now 
takes to her classroom. I look forward to seeing all the innovative ways that CMNP will continue to 
serve our community.  

Thank you for your role in providing continued opportunities for children in Oldham County.  

Elaine Dillard 

 

 

  



Hello, 

I am writing to share my support of Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve and its vision for the future, 
including Thrive Forest School.  

Thrive Forest School and Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve have been invaluable parts of our family’s life 
during the past five years. Our daughter started Thrive Forest School in 2021 as soon as she turned three 
years old. My son, six months old at the time, and I would hike throughout the preserve (with him in a 
pack on my front or back) while we waited for her morning session to end. He was so excited when he 
finally turned three years old and could attend Thrive. He is currently a Thrive student, and both of my 
children will spend 5-6 weeks at Thrive Summer Camp this summer.  

For both of my children, their love of the forest and awe of natural things stems from their time at 
Thrive/Creasey. Because of Thrive, they are both creative problem-solvers and never express boredom 
as they can create games out of sticks, acorns, and rocks. They marvel at the beauty of small natural 
wonders such as bird nests, waterfalls, and vibrant leaf colors. Each day, whether rain or shine, heat or 
snow, they looked/look forward to their time at Thrive with their friends and educators. The Thrive 
educators are outstanding, modeling resilience and kindness and masterfully implementing an inquiry, 
child-based curriculum. The educators are always eager to share a positive story from my child’s day 
and nurture them when they need extra support. The leadership of the program is extraordinary, 
thoughtful, approachable, and responsive to family questions and needs; undoubtedly, the program is 
positioned to thrive for many years to come.  

Thrive Forest School is a magical place. As my children join other school communities, the teachers 
always positively remark that they can tell that my daughter and son have attended/attend Forest School 
because of their comfort in the outdoor world, love of nature, creativity, and ability to climb trees!  

I feel incredibly grateful that we found Thrive Forest School as I cannot imagine a better beginning for 
our children. The nature preserve has been an important place of well-being for our entire family as well. 
As I mentioned, on most days while my children were/are at Thrive, I hike the trails of the preserve. As a 
working mom, these are moments that I look forward to all week for a sense of peace, exercise, and 
connection with nature. As a family, we also love to visit Creasey Mahan on occasional weekends to 
hike, picnic, and explore the fantastic playground.  

As a former teacher and school leader, I wish all children had access to a program like Thrive. The 
benefits of spending time in nature are well-researched and documented; teaching our children about the 
marvels of our natural world are essential for the future health of our planet. Thrive and Creasey Mahan 
are the antidotes to a world that is increasingly dominated by technology and busyness.  

Thrive Forest School and Creasey Mahan are absolute treasures for our community, and I fully 
trust that the leadership of both are committed to always protecting and ensuring this treasure 
exists for generations to come.  

Sincerely yours, 

Kelly Wright Henrion 

 

 



 

 



6/25/2025Commonwealth of Kentucky
Michael G. Adams, Secretary of State

Michael G. Adams
Secretary of State

P. O. Box 1150
Frankfort, KY 40602-1150

(502) 564-3490
http://www.sos.ky.gov

Annual Report
Online Filing

For the Year 2025
ARP

NARP
0038873
Michael G. Adams
KY Secretary of State
Received and Filed

6/25/2025 12:35:34 PM
Fee receipt:  $15.00

Co mp an y: CREASEY MAHAN NATURE PRESERVE, INC.
Company ID: 0038873
State of origin: Kentucky
Formation date: 7/7/1975 12:00:00 AM
Date filed: 6/25/2025 12:33:04 PM
Fee: $15.00
Principal Office
12501 HARMONY LANDING RD.
GOSHEN, KY 40026

Registered Agent Name/Address
TAVIA P. CATHCART
12501 HARMONY LANDING ROAD
GOSHEN, KY 40026

Current Officers
President BARRY HINES 1008 KENT RD., GOSHEN, KY 40026
Secretary BUFORD PARRISH 10510 HWY 329 PROSPECT, KY 40059
Treasurer THOMAS HENRION 1309 PARK SHORE RD., LAGRANGE, KY  40031
Vice President BEN GARDNER 1402 BRUSH JUMP LANE GOSHEN, KY 40026
Officer TAVIA P. CATHCART 8126 MONTERO DRIVE, PROSPECT, KY  40059

Directors
Director TONY COFFEY 3208 ENGLISH WAY, PROSPECT, KY  40059
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Director BUFORD PARRISH 10510 HWY. 329, PROSPECT, KY  40059
Director BARRY HINES 1008 KENT RD., GOSHEN, KY  40026
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