
Oldham County Fiscal Court 
Grant Application 

Date of Application: ______December 31, 2025__________________________________________ 

Official Name of Organization:___CASA, Inc. (Court Appointed Special Advocates of the River Region)__ 

Address: ___P. O. Box 225,   LaGrange, KY 40031     (Oldham County Office)  

EIN: _______61-1066568______________________________________ 

Date and Place of Incorporation: ___November 1984   /   Jefferson County, KY____________ 

Name, Complete Address, Email and Phone Number of Contact Person:  
__Nicole Cardwell   /   nicole@casarr.org   /   502-595-4911_________ 

__CASA, Inc. _________________________________________ 

__982 Eastern Parkway, Box 9____________________________ 

__ Louisville, KY 40217___________________________________ 

Purpose of Organization or Mission Statement and Services Rendered:  

CASA’s purpose is simple yet vital: to improve the well-being of children impacted by abuse and neglect 
by advocating for their best interests—a safe and stable home, access to academic support and needed 
medical and therapeutic services. Our trained volunteer advocates (CASAs) visit children regularly, 
monitor their safety and academic progress, connect families to resources that promote stability and 
healing, and advocate in court to ensure each child’s needs are prioritized. 

Amount Requested: __$3,000_____________________________ 

Proposal for funding.  On a separate page, please provide the following: 

 Statement of need for project 
 Proposed use of funds to remediate the need 
 Project budget 
 
Attachments: 

List of Officers and Directors – Name, Office, Address, Business Affiliation, Compensation from Organization.  

• Copy of 501c(3) tax-exempt status letter from IRS; 

• Documentation for most recent form 990; 

• Documentation for most recent filing with KY Secretary of State; 

• Most recent Organization/Agency budget summary, or balance sheet, or income/expense statement 
(Please, no complete budgets!); 

• If a recipient of funds for the prior year, a statement of the use of those funds; 

• Photographs, videos, letters of support. 
 

Submission Guidelines: 
 
Email complete applications to: Caroline Schoenig CSchoenig@oldhamcountyky.gov no later than 12/30/2025. 

mailto:nicole@casarr.org
mailto:CSchoenig@oldhamcountyky.gov


PROPOSAL FOR FUNDING   -   OLDHAM COUNTY FISCAL COURT 

STATEMENT OF NEED 

CASA of the River Region serves children on Oldham County Family Court’s abuse and neglect 
docket—children whose lives are marked by trauma and instability. They face steep challenges: 

• At least 81% live in economically disadvantaged households.
• Up to 94% are impacted by parental substance abuse.
• Nearly 50% experience out-of-home care or multiple placements.
• All have endured at least one Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) such as abuse, neglect,

or parental incarceration.

These experiences create emotional, developmental, and academic barriers. CASA volunteers 
provide the stability these children lack—ensuring their voices are heard, their needs are met, and 
they have a consistent adult focused solely on their best interests. Research shows that when a child 
has even one stable, supportive adult, their resilience increases dramatically—improving school 
engagement, emotional well-being, and long-term stability. CASA provides that anchor for children 
who often have no one else solely focused on their best interests. 

PROPOSED USE OF FUNDS 

OCCF funding will support CASA’s Advocacy Academy & Support Program, enabling us to recruit, 
train, and support more volunteer advocates for Oldham County children. Funds will strengthen (1) 
recruitment through outreach, presentations, and community events; (2) training that prepares 
volunteers to advocate effectively; and (3) ongoing support that keeps volunteers engaged and 
equipped. Every new CASA means at least one more child gains a steady, caring adult. As one 
former CASA youth shared: “Having my CASA in my corner made a big difference. My CASA was the 
one person I could count on.” 

BUDGET 

Oldham County Proposed Program Expenses 2026 
Payroll $40,000 
Payroll Tax $3,060 

Health Insurance  $7,735 

Retirement $2,800 

Staff Travel/Training $450 

Volunteers $300 

Advertising & PR $170 

Postage  $20 

Payroll Processing $300 

Dues/Subscriptions $150 

Office Supplies $1,000 

Office Rental $2,100 

Tech/Phone/Small Equipment $6,000 

 -----------------------------Total   $64,125 

Note:  The CEO, Director of Development, Director of Programs, Manager of Operations, Training Manager, and 
Community Engagement Manager all provide essential leadership, oversight, and operational capacity that ensure high-
quality services—though their contributions are not reflected in the Oldham County budget figures. 



ASHLEY BROWN, JD
DENTONS BINGHAM GREENEBAUM, LLP,
Associate
551 Old Corydon Road, New Albany, IN 47150
(502) 408-3720 |
ashleybrown0807@gmail.com
Area: Development/Administration/Jefferson

STEVEN M. BLEVINS, JD, CTFA- 
TREASURER PINNACLE FINANCIAL PARTNERS,
Senior VP 
2713 Beals Branch Drive, Louisville, KY 40206
(502) 736-3202 Steven.Blevins4@gmail.com
Area: Finance/Wealth
Management/Jefferson

TARA BROWN, MA- SECRETARY
Community Activist
373 Elk Chase Dr. Taylorsville, KY 40071
(502) 802-9844 |
taramettsbrown@gmail.com
Area: Development/Administration/Spencer

JOSEPHINE DURBIN, MBA - VICE CHAIR
LIFEPOINT HEALTH, Asst. VP, Marketing
7006 Shallow Lake Road
Prospect, KY 40059
(502) 432-0906 |josephinedurbin@gmail.com
Area: Development/Marketing/Jefferson

CARL HEICK III,  CFP®, ChFC®, APMA®
CARDINAL POINT FINANCIAL GROUP, Private
Wealth Advisor
2415 Crystal Springs Place, Louisville, 40245
(502) 889-6275 | carlheickiii@yahoo.com
Area: Finance/Jefferson

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

TERRI BASS | HON. RICHARD J. FITZGERALD* 
MAUD R. FLIEGELMAN * | DR. JOAN THOMAS *

JENNIFER JACKSON, JD
Stites & Harbison, Attorney
8312 Alpena Way, Louisville, KY 40242
(502) 587-2076 | jjackson@stites.com
Area: Development/Legal/Jefferson

JONATHAN JOHNSON
PNC BANK, VP/Senior Relationship
Strategist
523 Talbott Blvd, La Grange, KY 40031
(502) 727-0524
|Jonathan.Johnson@pnc.com
Area: Development/Community
Outreach/Oldham

HEATHER METTS, CPA 
LG&E/KU, Director of Financial Planning
& Budgeting
5201 Pine Bunch Ct., Louisville, KY
40299
(502) 938-9901 | Heather.Metts@lge-
ku.com
Area: Finance/Jefferson

LEON MOONEYHAN, PHD
OHIO VALLEY EDUCATIONAL
COOPERATIVE, Retired
1232 Augusta Drive, Shelbyville, KY
40065
(502) 647-3533, ext. 251
|lmooneyhan@ovec.org 
Area: Education/Shelby

BRYAN J. K. SISTO, JD - BOARD CHAIR
FROST BROWN TODD LLC, Associate
Attorney
5801 Timber Ridge Dr. Prospect, KY
40059
(614) 746-0750|Bjk.Sisto@gmail.com
Area:
Development/Fundraising/Jefferson

HONORARY MEMBERS

Board members do not receive compensation for their service. 

*Deceased

JOHANNA WHEATLEY
REPUBLIC BANK & TRUST, VP/Treasury
Management Officer
8515 Hurstbourne Woods Pl., Louisville,
KY 40299
(502) 303-3843 |
jwheatley@republicbank.com
Area: Finance/Jefferson

BRANDON HILL, MBA, CLP
LOUISVILLE WATER COMPANY, Systems
Administrator
215 S. Dorsey Lane, Louisville, KY 40223
(502) 608-1969 |
brandon.hill84@gmail.com
Area: Outreach/Jefferson

TAYLOR AMERMAN
CDW CORPORATION, Director of
Global Social Impact
438 Bauer Ave., Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 345-1989 |
taylor.amerman@gmail.com
Area: Development/Jefferson

DEBI BASS
KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU, Insurance
Agent
322 Wava Drive, Mt. Washington, KY
40047
(502) 955-7338 | debi.bass@kyfb.com
Area: Development/Bullitt

AMANDA HORNUNG
CLARK SCHAEFER CONSULTING,
Manager, Risk & Controls
1419 Swan Creek Place, Louisville, KY
40299
(502) 576-3379 |
amandajo1301@gmail.com
Area: Finance/Jefferson

COURTNEY SUYEYASU
BRIGHTSPRING HEALTH SERVICES,
Director, IT Controller
8965 Pekin Road, Greenville, IN 47124
(502) 741-2189 |
Courtney.Suyeyasu@gmail.com
Area: Finance/Jefferson

































































 

 

USE OF PREVIOUS YEAR’S FUNDS 
 
Funds previously provided by the Oldham County Fiscal Court supported CASA’s 
Advocacy Academy and Support Program. As of December 20th, 19 CASAs 
advocated for 35 maltreated kids -- improving their daily living environments and 
giving them hope of a brighter future.    
 



IMPACT
REPORT2024

www.casariverregion.org
982 Eastern Parkway, Box 9
Louisville, KY 40217



OUR
MISSION
CASA of the River Region supports
and promotes volunteer advocacy
for all abused and neglected
children.

Kids who have experienced abuse
and neglect will thrive in safe,
stable, permanent homes

OUR VISION

OUR HISTORY
Since 1984, CASA of the River Region has empowered
volunteers to advocate for abused, neglected, and
dependent children in Family Court—growing from
Jefferson County to now also serve Oldham, Henry,
Trimble, Shelby, Spencer, and Bullitt counties. Scan the
QR code to watch our anniversary video featuring
reflections from Teri Bass, Judge Tom McDonald, Sally
Erny, and Marsha Weinstein on CASA’s lasting impact.



WELCOME
MESSAGE

Dear Friends:

The 1980s gave us neon, cassette tapes, and space shuttles—but here in Jefferson County, it gave us something
far more lasting: CASA of the River Region. With the vision of founding Executive Director Sally Erny, we began
a mission that has changed the lives of over 15,000 children.

Four decades later, children need us now more than ever. The challenges have evolved, but the truth has not:
kids are still kids—still dreaming, still needing safety, stability, hope, and someone by their side. Our volunteers
remain that steady voice when it matters most.

And none of this would be possible without you—our supporters, partners, and friends—who continue to believe
in the potential of every child. Your generosity fuels our volunteer advocacy and makes lasting change
possible for children across the seven counties we serve.

As we launch into the next chapter, our focus is clear: ignite board effectiveness, propel volunteer recruitment
and retention, and expand programs that strengthen our organization and deepen our impact. The past was
our launchpad; the future is our mission—because every child deserves a champion!

Sincerely,

Jamie Noon, MBA
Chief Executive Officer



OUR CHILDREN

509 CHILDREN SERVED

45% Female
55% Male

Age 0-5 Age 6-11 Age 12-15 Age 16-18
0
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Caucasian
62.1%

African American
19.8%Multi-Racial

14.1%

Hispanic
3.5%

"“My CASA looked out for me when I
thought no one cared. I couldn’t stay
with my mom & had to change foster

homes a few times. My CASA still
came to see me. She made sure I was
doing okay. My CASA gave me hope!”

 
-CASA Child, Age 9



78% Female
22% Male

60+
50%

50-59
25.6%

40-49
10.6%

30-39
7.2%

21-29
6.7%

 OUR VOLUNTEERS 

40 NEW CASA VOLUNTEERS TRAINED

180 VOLUNTEERS PAIRED WITH A CASE

-Brenda Hackett, CASA Volunteer
Advocate 

Age of Volunteers

"One of the best moments I
experienced was bringing a
family back together after
traumatic events occurred.

Though challenging, this role is
also very fulfilling.”



79

OUR IMPACT

98
107 cases were closed
with 98% resulting in
permanent, stable
placements through
reunification, adoption,
or guardianship.

BACK TO SCHOOL

125 children received
supplies to prepare them to
succeed in school. Up 28%!

HOLIDAY HEROES

79% of CASA volunteers
from last year continued
to advocate for kids in
2024.

191 kids received holiday gifts
& essential items through
CASA's Holiday Drive. A 23%
increase over last year!



FINANCIALS
REVENUE
Grants & Contributions......................  $1,057,747
In-kind Contributions............................    $94,887
Investment Income................................. $129,599
Special Events (net)................................$55,202
Other Income.............................................$4,671
Total....................................................  $1,342,106

EXPENSES
Program Services.................................   $993,707
General & Administrative.......................  $52,562
Fundraising............................................   $95,523
Total....................................................   $1,141,792

ASSETS & LIABILITIES
Assets...............................................   $2,951,060
Current Liabilities......................................$5,331
Net Assets..........................................$2,945,729
Total Liabilities & Net Assets.............  $2,951,060

Grants & Contributions
78.8%

Investment Income
9.7%

In-Kind
7.1%Special Events

4.1%

Program
87%

Fundraising
8.4%

Administration
4.6%

EXPENSES

INCOME



BOARD OF
DIRECTORS| 2024
OFFICERS

Heather Metts, Board Chair
Bryan Sisto, Vice Chair
Johanna Wheatley, Treasurer
Josephine Durbin, Secretary

Website
www.casariverregion.org

Main Office Address
982 Eastern Parkway, Box 9
Louisville, KY 40217

Phone
502.595.4911

MEMBERS
Steven Blevins
Ashley Brown
Tara Brown
Carl Heick
Brandon Hill

Jonathan Johnson
Jennifer Jackson
Leon Mooneyhan
Sadie Rizzuto



CASA Perspectives

www.casariverregion.org

“Serving as a CASA is a highlight of my week. Every visit, every conversation, every
effort matters—and cumulatively, they help create brighter futures for children who
have already faced too much. ”      

- CASA Volunteer Advocate since 2019

“There’s one moment in particular that always brings me joy: school visits. I love it
whenever my CASA children run to me with smiles on their faces. Those small moments
mean everything.”

 -CASA Volunteer Advocate for Six Years

 
“I felt a deep calling to become a CASA. From my very first case, I understood the
importance of showing up—consistently and compassionately. These children are
counting on me. They expect me to be there, and I realized I could make a small
difference just by being a steady presence in their lives.”

CASA Volunteer Advocate Since 2022

"My CASA is awesome. They listen, help me with stuff I don’t know how to handle, and
make me feel like I matter."

-CASA Child, Age 15


	CASARR - Board
	NC Edits- OCFC 2025 Proposal
	OCFC grant appl 2025- edits NC
	CASARR - IRS Determination Letter
	CASARR - 2024 Form 990
	Sec of State 2025 Business Cert
	CASARR - November 2025 Financials
	Use of Previous Year
	CASARR - 2024 Impact Report
	CASARR Perspectives

