
 

 

9:00AM September 6, 2026 



 

 



 

 

+ We Prepare Our Hearts + 
 

 
Gathering Music                                                  Nun komm, der Heiden Heliand                          J.S. Bach 

       Savior of the Nations          Paul Manz 
    

Welcome to Worship                                                                                                         Pastor Gary Sandberg  
    

Genesis 1:1-2 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

 
              We believe 

      in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Song                                                                            This is my Father’s World                                                               ELW 824 
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ADVENT  
John 1:1-4    

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
We believe 
       in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 
Luke 1:26-35     

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

 
We believe 
       he was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Advent Song                             The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                                                      ELW 265 
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CHRISTMAS/Children’s Sermon 
 

Luke 2:4-7    
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest 
room. 

 
              We believe 
                     he was born of the Virgin Mary. 
 

Christmas Song                                      Once in Royal David’s City                                                               ELW 269 
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EPIPHANY  
 
Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11                 Leslie Stevenson 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

Epiphany Song                                   As with Gladness Men of Old                                                          ELW 302 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                 
 To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

 Fall Worship Schedule begins next Sunday: 8:30am Traditional, 10:00am Casual Blended 

 Middle School Sunday Night Live: Sunday, Sep 13, 5:00pm–6:30pm  

 The Bethany Foundation: is currently accepting grant applications for 2026—they are due Sept. 15  

 High School Backpacking Retreat: Friday, Sep 25 – Sunday, Sep 26.  

Offering                                                                                                 
    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 

• Through Subsplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

• Unlock your phone, hold near NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear  

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate at the doors as you exit 
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Offering Music                                     I Will Sing New Songs                   Antonín Dvořák 

Becky Robinson 

 
I will sing new songs of gladness, I will sing Jehovah’s praises upon a ten-stringed psaltery. 
Every day will I extol thee and will bless thy holy name. 
Great is God and great his mercy.  Who shall tell of all his greatness? Who shall his power declare? 
My song shall be of praise and honor, and of thy glorious acts.  
Thy works are wonderful, past our knowing. 
Yea, men shall tell of thy great kindness and of thy wondrous might, 
And my voice shall proclaim aloud thy glory. 

 

LENT  
 

Mark 15:15   
15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he 
handed him over to be crucified. 

 
              We confess 
                      he suffered under Pontius Pilate. 
 
Mark 15:24-25   

24 And they crucified him and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should 
take. 25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 

 
              We confess         
                    he was crucified. 
 
Mark 15:37   

 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
 
 We confess 
       he died. 
 
Mark 15:46    

46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth and, taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth and laid 
it in a tomb that had been hewn out of rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 

 
              We confess 
         he was buried. 
 
1 Peter 3:18-19    

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made 
a proclamation to the spirits in prison. 

 
  We confess 
       he descended to the dead. 
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Lenten Song                                         O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                                            ELW 351 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers       
 

EASTER  
Matthew 28:1-7                          

 1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 

 
              We confess 
                     on the third day he rose again. 
 
Luke 24:50-51    

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 

 
  We confess 

       he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Easter Song                                    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                                                  ELW 367 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to The Communion Table                                                                                        Pastor Nate Preisinger  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion   
The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
Blessing of the Bread and Wine 
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The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   
   now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion Instruction 
Bethany welcomes all to receive the body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion. An usher will direct you 
forward where you can receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine, or pick up a pre-packaged 
communion set or a gluten-free communion set from the tray in front of  your seating area. Groups are 
welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross 
their arms across their chests to receive a blessing.  

 
Communion Distribution 
 
Communion Music                                                    O Rest in the Lord                         Felix Mendelssohn  
Becky Robinson 

 
O Rest in the Lord, wait patiently for him, and he shall give thee thy heart’s desires.  

Commit thye way unto him, and trust in him, and fret not thyself because of evildoers.  
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Communion Song                           Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                     ACS 966 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table Blessing 
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PENTECOST  
 

Acts 2:1-4    
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 

 

              We believe 
       in the Holy Spirit. 
 

Acts 2:41-42    
41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 

 

              We believe 
       in the holy catholic church. 
 

Acts 2:46-47    
46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

 We believe 
       in the communion of saints 
 

John 20:21a 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.” 

 

Sharing of the Peace   Peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 
 
John 20:21b-23 

Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

 We believe 
       in the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Romans 6:5 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 

  

We believe 
       in the resurrection of the body. 
 

John 20:30-31    
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 We believe 
       in the life everlasting. Amen. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Bible/TextSearch


 

 

Sending Blessing                                                                                                                                           

 
Song of Sending                                    Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                                     ELW 545 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal                                                                                                               
  
As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
    Together we will: 

Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 

    With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Postlude                                                              Toccata from V                   Charles-Marie Widor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 and Illustrated 
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Things To Know About News & Events 

 

 Summer Food Drive: Every Sunday through Sep 6 we’ll collect food to support the IFCS no-cost food market      
Aug 16-Sept 6 please bring canned tuna or canned chicken.   

 Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver volunteers needed: Sat, Sep 26, 7:50am–3:30pm, Griffith Station Homes.   
Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/HolyHammers. ContactKevin Dempsey for questions at 
kmdmpsy@aol.com.  

 Veteran Servant Corps Project: Friday, Sep 4, 10:30am -3:00pm. Volunteers are needed to serve a cook-out for the     
residents and the staff at the Fitzsimons Veterans Community Living Center (1919 Quentin Street, Aurora). Please join 
in on Labor Day weekend to serve these Veterans lunch and to thank them for their service. To sign up contact Vicky 
Daub at lvdaub2@gmail.com. 

 Middle School Sunday Night Live: Sunday, Sep 13, 5:00pm–6:30pm in the Great Hall. Registration: Sign up on the 
Bethany website or app. Questions? Contact Addison at addison@bethany-denver.org  

 Habitat for Humanity: Metro Denver/Holy Hammers Fundraiser – Wed Sept 16 To raise funds for its 2026 home          
sponsorship. Handing out promotional items at the Rockies Game volunteers arrive at 4:15pm and the game starts at 
6:40 PM We need 30-35. Please contact Kevin Dempsey at kmdmpsy@aol if you would like to volunteer. 

 The Bethany Foundation: is currently accepting grant applications for 2026. The applications must be submitted by 
Sep 15 for consideration. Grant applications are available on the website under Foundation. Please encourage any 
organizations that you support to submit a grant application. 

 Deborah Circle will be starting on Wed Sept 16 in the library at 5:15. Feel free to stop by and join in the conversation.  
Contact Maren at Marenjdiercks@gmail if you have questions. 

 
 The Women of Bethany: save the date our next gathering will be Sunday, Sep 20 at 5:00 pm. 
 
 Walk To End Alzheimer's: Please join the Bethany Walkers Group at this year’s Walk on Saturday  Sept 19 to raise        

research funds to wipe out this horrible disease. Either meet at 8:30am at Denver City Park behind the Museum of      
Natural History on the lawn across from the Check-in booth or in the Bethany Church East parking lot to carpool at 
8:00am. Please register and donate to our Bethany Walkers team page at http://tinyurl.com/AlzheimersWalk26   

 
 High School Backpacking Retreat: Friday, Sep 25 – Sunday, Sep 26. High school students (9th–12th grade) are invited 

to a backpacking retreat to Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp! We will meet at Bethany on Friday, Sep 25 at 4:15pm to 
drive to camp together. Registration Deadline: Midnight on Wed Sep 16. Support the Trip: To help make this trip 
accessible to all students, consider donating to the Children’s Ministry Fund at www.bethany-denver.org/giving. 
Questions? Contact Addison at addison@bethany-denver.org.  

 
 The Fourth Chapter The book group meets on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 1 pm, beginning Sept 22, in the library. 

Our first book is “Becoming Madam Secretary” by Stephanie Dray. For more information, please contact Judi 
Burchfield at judburch60@gmail.com. 

 
 Middle School Coyote Howl Retreat: Friday, Oct 2 – Sunday, Oct 4. Middle school students are invited to Sky Ranch 

Lutheran Camp for a fall confirmation. We will meet at Bethany on Friday, Oct 2 at 4:00pm and return around 3:30pm 
on Sunday, Oct 4.  Registration: Sign up directly through the Sky Ranch website at https://cwngui.campwise.com/
Apps/OnlineReg/Pages/Login.html. Questions? Contact Addison at addison@bethany-denver.org. 

 
  Global Mission: Bethany’s Global Mission Ministry is now accepting letters of proposal from Christ-centered 

international organizations seeking support for their ministries and programs. Letters of proposal for the upcoming 
grant cycle are due Nov 17.  For more information check the Bethany website.  

 
 

 

mailto:addison@bethany-denver.org
mailto:addison@bethany-denver.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uPKKCpY5gzi9l4zhDh2NhGXeyb?domain=cwngui.campwise.com
mailto:addison@bethany-denver.org


 

 

 Minding Your Balance classes: Tuesdays, Sep 29-Oct 27, 1:30pm–2:45pm, Room 412. Susan Chandler, from 
Denver Ki-Aikido, will offer a 5 week “Minding Your Balance” series. The cost for this series is $75. Space is 
limited so please sign up online at www.bethany-denver.org at the Bethany News Link by Sep 22. For 
questions, please contact Janet Mortinsen. At Janet@Bethany-Denver.org. 

 

 XYZ Senior Ministries: Tuesday mornings starting at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. A place to make new 
connections with people at Bethany. Experience a smaller more intimate chapel worship service. Learn from 
new speakers, be entertained and enjoy lunch with others. 

 
 Paid Childcare Workers Needed! The MomCo at Bethany Lutheran Church is looking for a few caring, 

dependable people to join our KidsCo childcare team for the 2026–2027 year. We meet two Wednesday 
mornings per month from 9:00–11:45 a.m.! Please contact The MomCo at Bethany Lutheran at 
momcobethany@gmail.com 

 
 Flower Requests: please be sure to fill out your flower requests at the Mission Center Desk on Sunday or send 

an email to Yvonne Wilken: Yvonne@bethany-denver.org to be sure flowers are ordered.  

 

 

Flowers Given by Christine Harrell in memory of Elijah Lewis on the 5th anniversary of his passing. 

mailto:Yvonne@bethany-denver.org


 

 

Things To Know About Worship  
 

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church 
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The 
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon 
Debra Alba (she/her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak with 
you.  

 

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political 
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you 
are here. We are together for good!  

 

 Sunday Worship services: Starting Sep 13 we return to two services - 8:30am Traditional and 10:00am 
Casual Blended. Traditional  follows traditional Lutheran liturgy. Casual Blended – a flow of worship 
that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that spans multiple genres and brings some 
creative ways to engage the theme of the day.  

 

 Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but if it is 
more comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free to do so. 

 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. Jesus did 
not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.  

 

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the Sanctuary if 
you need a hearing assistance device. 

 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We 
always welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up!  

 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And enjoy 
your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children in 
the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel 
comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 

 Fidget Station: 
invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth and 

presence in . 

 Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an usher. You are welcome to 
use it with your child.  

 

 

 


