
 

 



 

 



 

 

+ We Prepare Our Hearts + 
 

Prelude                                                                              Postlude                                                           Norberto Guinaldo  

Dr. Dave Ellison, guest organist 
    

Welcome to Worship                                                                                                          Deacon Debra Alba 
    

Song of Praise                                   Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God                                                   WOV 783 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Time of Confession                                                                                                                            
            Holy and gracious God, 

                 We confess that we have not always lived with love. 

                 We have said things that caused harm. 

                 We have stayed silent when our voices were needed. 

                 We have acted out of fear, pride, anger, and selfishness. 

                 We have ignored the needs of our neighbors and taken your goodness for granted. 

   Forgive us. 
  Open our hearts again and turn us toward mercy, courage, and compassion. 
   Lead us in the way of Jesus. 

            Amen. 
 

God’s Gift of Forgiveness  
Dear friends, God does not meet us with shame. God does not hold our failures over us. 
God meets us with mercy. And so that means that your sin is not the final word. God’s grace is. 
So receive this gift: you are forgiven, loved, and made new in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
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Opening Song                                               As We Gather at Your Table                                     ELW 522 

You are invited to face the cross as it enters. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                      
    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
            And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Glorious God,  
     your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance.  
     Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill  
     all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Children’s Sermon                                                                                                                  Deacon Debra Alba 

                                                                                                                                       

Children’s Worship                                                                                                                                         Deacon Debra Alba 

 

We Prepare to Hear God’s Word           Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God                                        WOV 782 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

+ We Encounter God’s Word + 

 

Today’s Sermon is based on readings from: 
 

Isaiah 55:1-5                                                                                                                                                                   Werner Boos 
 

 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; 
     and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 
    Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
    Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
     I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
  4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
  5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
     because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Matthew 14:13-21  
 

                   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he withdrew from there in a boat 
to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 
They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here 
to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and 
the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 

           The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                                Pastor Gary Sandberg  
 

 

Sermon Notes 
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Song of the Day                                 Let the Whole Creation Cry                                                     ELW 876 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Statement of Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed)                                                                               Pastor Gary Sandberg 
       

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of    
           the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended  
           to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  
           of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of   
          sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                                    
 

Prayers of the People        
 

We Share God’s Peace 
       The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
  Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated. 
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Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                       
 To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

 Picnic: TODAY 

 Directory Photos 

 

 

+ We Worship God With Our Offerings + 

Offering                                                                                                 
    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 
• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 
• Hold your phone near the NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear  
• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 
• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate as they are passed 
 
 

Offering Music                                      Chorale (from "Finlandia")     

Dr. Dave & Cindi Ellison, organ & piano                                                       Jean Sibelius arr. by Martha Powell Setchell  
   

Children Return to the Sanctuary 
 
 

+ The Community Meal +  
 

Invitation to The Communion Table                                                                                        Pastor Gary Sandberg  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion   
The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Blessing of the Bread and Wine 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   
   now and forever. Amen.  
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Communion Instruction 
Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol free;  
gluten-free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are 
not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive a blessing.  

 

Communion Distribution 
 

Communion Music                                      On Eagle's Wings                Michael Joncas  

Dr. Dave & Cindi Ellison 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord who abide in His shadow for life 

Say to the Lord, "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 
And He will raise you up on eagles' wings. Bear you on the breath of dawn.  

Make you to shine like the sun. And hold you in the palm of His hand. 
The snare of the fowler will never capture you and famine will bring you no fear. 

Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield 
You need not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day. 

Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come 
For to His angels He's given a command to guard you in all of your ways. 

Upon their hands they will bear you up lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
And hold you, hold you in the palm of His hand 

 

Communion Song                                          What Feast of Love                                                                   ELW 487  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Table Blessing    
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+ God Sends Us to Serve +  
 

Sending Invitation and Blessing                                                                                Pastor Gary Sandberg 

 

Song of Sending                        Give to Our God Immortal Praise!                                                    ELW 848 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dismissal                                                                                                               Pastor Gary Sandberg 
 As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
    Together we will: 

Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 

    With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                                             Fanfare                                                     Jacques Lemmens  

Dr. Dave Ellison, guest organist 
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Things To Know About News & Events 
 

 Congregation Picnic: Please come to an early BBQ lunch right after the 9:00am service TODAY! We’ll enjoy 
fried chicken, hamburgers, hotdogs and extras in celebration of Colorado's 150th and the US’ 250th!  

 Photo Directory: All Bethany members are encouraged to participate in an online church directory to be 
compiled and published in the Fall. Individual and family photos will be taken in the Chapel before (8:00am - 
8:45am) and after (10:15am - 11:00am) the service TODAY and Wednesday, Sep 2 (4:30pm-6:30pm). Can’t 
make it? Send individual head shot photos to Directory@Bethany-Denver.org. 

 Nametags are in!: If you ordered a nametag in the recent past, come to the Mission Center desk and see if 
yours is here! 

 Last Sunday we took time to thank Sarah Hulslander for her ministry with the people of Bethany as she 
moves into retirement. TODAY we still have a card available in the Fellowship Hall for you to sign, and a 
basket if you would like to bring a card for Sarah. These will be presented to her on her last day in the 
office, Aug 4.  

 Summer Food Drive: During the last month of our summer food drive (Aug 2 - Sep 6), we’re collecting 
canned tuna and chicken, along with any other food items you’d like to donate. They can always use peanut 
butter and jelly, canned fruits and vegetables, crackers, snack bars, etc. If you’d prefer to make a cash 
donation, please use the Give button on Bethany’s website and select IFCS in the drop-down menu. 

 Whiz Kids Tutoring:  Interested in tutoring and mentoring elementary students? Stop by the table in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Aug 16 and talk with a representative from Whiz Kids! Help local students build 
confidence, improve their reading skills, and experience the encouragement of a caring adult. As a tutor, 
you'll not only help a student grow in learning but also demonstrate Christ's love through your time, 
encouragement, and friendship.  

 Vitalant Blood Drive: Bethany will host a blood drive for Vitalant on Wednesday, Aug 19, in the Fellowship 
Hall from 10:00am–1:00pm. To schedule an appointment, visit www.donors.vitalant.org and use blood drive 
code 0377 or call 877-258-4825. Please contact Janet Mortinsen if you have questions at Janet@Bethany-
Denver.org. 

 Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver volunteers needed: Saturday, Aug 22, 10:00am-2:00pm, Aurora 
ReStore; Saturday, Sep 26, 7:50am–3:30pm, Griffith Station Homes. Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/
HolyHammers. Contact Kevin Dempsey for questions at kmdmpsy@aol.com. 

 Walk To End Alzheimer's: Please join the Bethany Walkers Group at this year’s Walk on Sep 19 to raise 
research funds to wipe out this horrible disease. Either meet at 8:30am at Denver City Park behind the 
Museum of Natural History on the lawn across from the Check-in booth or in the Bethany Church East 
parking lot to carpool at 8:00am. Please register and donate to our Bethany Walkers team page at  
http://tinyurl.com/AlzheimersWalk26  



 

 

Things To Know About Worship  

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church 
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The 
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon 
Debra Alba (she/ her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak 
with you. 

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political 
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you 
are here. We are together for good! 

 Sunday Worship services: 9:00am One worship service in the summer - Memorial Day weekend thru Labor 
Day weekend. Worship style may be Traditional - follows traditional Lutheran liturgy or Blended – a flow of 
worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that spans multiple genres and brings 
some creative ways to engage the theme of the day.  

 

 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. 
Jesus did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany. 

 Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment 
for everyone. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, please speak with 
one of our staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support you. 

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the 
Sanctuary if you need a hearing assistance device. 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always 
welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up! 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And enjoy 
your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children 
in the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel 
comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 Fidget Station: We know that all of God's children (young and old) are wonderfully and 
fearfully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. 

 

invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth 
and presence in  

 Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. 
Grab one on the way in and return it on the way out. 

 Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an Usher.  It will not be staffed 
today but you are welcome to use it with your child.  

 

 

http://www.signupschedule.com/Bethany

