
 

 



 

 



 

 

+ We Prepare Our Hearts + 
 

Prelude                                                          Pastorale from Symphony II                                       Charles-Marie Widor
    

Welcome to Worship                                                                                                          Deacon Debra Alba 
    

Song of Praise                                   Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God                                                   WOV 783 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Time of Confession                                                                                                                            
            Holy and gracious God, 

                 We confess that we have not always lived with love. 

                 We have said things that caused harm. 

                 We have stayed silent when our voices were needed. 

                 We have acted out of fear, pride, anger, and selfishness. 

                 We have ignored the needs of our neighbors and taken your goodness for granted. 

   Forgive us. 
  Open our hearts again and turn us toward mercy, courage, and compassion. 
   Lead us in the way of Jesus. 

            Amen. 
 

God’s Gift of Forgiveness  
Dear friends, God does not meet us with shame. God does not hold our failures over us. 
God meets us with mercy. And so that means that your sin is not the final word. God’s grace is. 
So receive this gift: you are forgiven, loved, and made new in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
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Opening Song                                         My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                                     ELW 597 

You are invited to face the cross as it enters. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                     Deacon Debra Alba        

    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
            And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Faithful God,  
     most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit  
     nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus  
     Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 
       

 

 

R: I do. 

 

 

R: I do. 

 

R:  

Baptism: Xander Allen,  baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing: Xander Allen, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. Amen. 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
Heaven.  

 

Let us welcome our new sibling in Christ! 

 

 

 

Children’s Worship                                                                                                                                      Deacon Debra Alba 
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We Prepare to Hear God’s Word           Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God                                        WOV 782 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

+ We Encounter God’s Word + 

 

Today’s Sermon is based on readings from: 
 

Romans 8:12-25                                                                                                                                        Annell Weissenbuehler 
 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 
13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him 
so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who 
hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
 

                   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 
barn.’ ” 
 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
           The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                              Pastor Nate Preisinger  
 

 

Sermon Notes 
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Song of the Day                                    O Christ, Our Hope                                                                  ELW 604 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Statement of Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed)                                                                               Pastor Gary Sandberg 
       

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of    
           the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended  
           to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  
           of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of   
          sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                                    
 

Prayers of the People        
 

We Share God’s Peace 
       The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
  Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated. 

 

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                       
 To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

 Bible Study 

 Middle School Event: July 22 
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+ We Worship God With Our Offerings + 

Offering                                                                                                 
    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate as they are passed 

 

Offering Music                                                         Make It Well                                                          

Don & Kara Heilman                                                                         Bart Millard, Ethan Hulse, & Timothy Howard Timmons 
   

Make it well with my soul.  Don't let me face this loneliness alone. 
Make it well with my soul, I need the peace that only heaven knows. 

Jesus, could you please just sit and cry with me 'til I can sing? 
It is well with my soul.  Whatever my lot, you are still my God.  

Make it well with my soul.  When the storm is raging, please don't let me go. 
Oh, voice that calms the sea, keep whispering to me, so I can sing? 

Make it well with my soul.  Keep this heart from hardening like stone. 
Show me through the pain. There's reason still to praise, so I can sing. 

 

Children Return to the Sanctuary 
 
 
 

+ The Community Meal +  
 

Invitation to The Communion Table                                                                                          Pastor Gary Sandberg  
 

Celebration of Holy Communion   
The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Blessing of the Bread and Wine 
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The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   
   now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion Instruction 
Bethany welcomes all to receive the body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion. An usher will direct you 
forward where you can receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine, or pick up a pre-packaged 
communion set or a gluten-free communion set from the tray in front of  your seating area. Groups are 
welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross 
their arms across their chests to receive a blessing.  

 

Communion Distribution 
         

Communion Music                                       Jesus I Believe                                Mike Weaver & Jason Ingram 
Don & Kara Heilman 

 
I wanna walk with You, Jesus; feel Your presence, and know you're near. 

I wanna see You, Jesus. Move in power and cast out fear. 
I need to hear you now, I need to know it's you. 

I'm standing on your promises, I know your word is true. 
You're bigger than what I see; it's you in exchange for me, 
Cause even the impossible can be reality.  Jesus, I believe.  

I wanna say what you're saying; speaking life to what is dead. 
And I wanna cling to you, Jesus, oh, hanging on your every breath. 

So let your kingdom come and let your will be done, 
Here on the earth, just like it is in heaven. 

God, let your kingdom come and let your will be done 
Right here on earth, just like it is in heaven. 
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Communion Song                                       As the Grains of Wheat                                                           ELW 465  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table Blessing    
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Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 and Illustrated Ministries.  

+ God Sends Us to Serve +  
 

Sending Invitation and Blessing                                                                              Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 

Song of Sending                                   When Peace like a River                                                                 ELW 785 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dismissal                                                                                                            Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
    Together we will: 

Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 

    With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                                     Fanfare                                                                               Paul Spicer 
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Things To Know About News & Events 
 

 Bible Study: Join in TODAY at 10:20am in the Chapel for Sunday School Remix, a Bible study where we 
revisit familiar Bible stories and ask what we may have missed the first time around. This week, we’ll 
explore the strange and powerful story of Jacob wrestling the angel. Whether you know the story well or 
barely remember it from Sunday School, you’re invited to come, listen, wonder, and see it with fresh eyes.  

 Summer Food Drive: Every Sunday through Sep 6 we’ll collect food to support the IFCS no-cost food 
market. Jul 5 - 26 please bring boxes of cereal (all kinds).  They can always use other items too such as 
peanut butter and jelly, canned fruits and vegetables, crackers, snack bars, etc. If you’d prefer to make a 
cash donation, please use the Give button on Bethany’s website and select IFCS in the drop-down menu. 

 Bethany Seniors: Senior ministries will meet Tuesday, Jul 17 in the Fellowship hall starting at 10:00am for 
conversation, games & puzzles. Pastor Jane will be offering chapel at 11:30am. No lunch will be served this 
week. For questions, contact Janet Mortinsen at Janet@Bethany-Denver.org or 303-758-2820. 

 Middle School Bird Call & Pickleball: Middle school students are invited to join in for an evening of food, 
fun, and fellowship! Middle school students will meet on Wednesday, Jul 22, from 5:30–7:30pm. We'll 
gather at the Southeast Entrance of Bethany, walk together to Birdcall for dinner, and then return to the 
church for pickleball. There is no cost to attend, and friends are always welcome! Please RSVP through the 
Bethany Connect app or on the Bethany website. Please contact Addison@Bethany-Denver.org with any 
questions!  

 Photo Directory: All Bethany members are encouraged to participate in an online church directory to be 
compiled and published in the Fall. Individual and family photos will be taken in the Chapel before (8:00am - 
8:45am) and after (10:15 am - 11:00am) the service on Sunday Aug 2 and on Wednesday, Sep 2 (4:30pm-
6:30pm).  

 Staff Transitions: Sarah Hulslander will be retiring on Aug 4. We are so grateful for the faithful ministry 
Sarah has provided for many years to Bethany. While she will remain a member at Bethany, her role in the 
office and on Sunday mornings will end. Sarah's last day of staffing the Mission Center will be Sunday, Jul 
26. We anticipate an announcement about an incoming Office Administrator soon.  

 Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver volunteers needed: Saturday, Aug 22, 10:00am-2:00pm, Aurora 
ReStore; Saturday, Sep 26, 7:50am–3:30pm, Griffith Station Homes. Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/
HolyHammers. Contact Kevin Dempsey for questions at kmdmpsy@aol.com 

 Walk To End Alzheimer's: Please join the Bethany Walkers Group at this year’s Walk on Sep 19 to raise 
research funds to wipe out this horrible disease. Either meet at 8:30am at Denver City Park behind the 
Museum of Natural History on the lawn across from the Check-in booth or in the Bethany Church East 
parking lot to carpool at 8:00am. Please register and donate to our Bethany Walkers team page at  
http://tinyurl.com/AlzheimersWalk26  



 

 

Aspen Acres Fire Relief 
 
Bethany Lutheran Church and its’ Outreach Ministry Council members have been in 
conversations with ELCA churches, community groups and United Way of Southern Colorado 
in Pueblo to understand current relief efforts related to the Aspen Acres fire. We are organizing 
an effort to collect needed supplies and deliver them on July 29 to the United Way distribution 
and collection center in Pueblo. We need volunteers to deliver the supplies and volunteer at the 
Pueblo United Way center for 2-4 hours that day before returning home to Denver. Sign up on 
the website. 
 
The supplies of highest priority are as follows: 

· Cleaning Supplies (Clorox wipes, laundry detergent, dish soap) 
· Cleaning gloves & rubber gloves 
· Face masks (N95) 
· Ziploc bags 
· 55 gallon trash bags 
· Work gloves 
· Non-perishable/prepackaged meals, snacks 
· Gatorade 
· New, packaged underwear (all ages & sizes) 
· New, packaged socks (all ages & sizes) 
· Hygiene products (shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant) 
· New bath towels & washcloths 

 
Please bring any items you can to Bethany before July 28 and drop off in the Office during the 
week and the Fellowship Hall on Sundays. 



 

 



 

 

Things To Know About Worship  

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church 
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The 
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon 
Debra Alba (she/ her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak 
with you. 

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political 
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you 
are here. We are together for good! 

 Sunday Worship services: 9:00am One worship service in the summer - Memorial Day weekend thru Labor 
Day weekend. Worship style may be Traditional - follows traditional Lutheran liturgy or Blended – a flow of 
worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that spans multiple genres and brings 
some creative ways to engage the theme of the day.  

 

 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. 
Jesus did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany. 

 Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment 
for everyone. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, please speak with 
one of our staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support you. 

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the 
Sanctuary if you need a hearing assistance device. 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always 
welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up! 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And enjoy 
your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children 
in the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel 
comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 Fidget Station: We know that all of God's children (young and old) are wonderfully and 
fearfully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. 

 

invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth 
and presence in  

 Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. 
Grab one on the way in and return it on the way out. 

 Nursery: For directions to our friendly staffed Nursery, please speak with an Usher.  

 

 

http://www.signupschedule.com/Bethany

