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Fifth Sunday of Easter

10:00am May 3,2026
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DAY CaMP aT BeThaNy!

June 22-26
Registration is now OPEN!

Pre School: 9am-12pm - $90
Elementary: 9am-2pm - $120

Helpers (6th grade - adult) are invited to join in the fun!

Scholarships are available!
Registration fee includes a camp t-shirt.

If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Debra at
debra@bethany-denver.org

R N T Reserve your spots now!



+ We Prepare Our Hearts +

Gathering Music Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing Charles Callahan

Welcome to Worship Pastor Gary Sandberg
To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/Bethany Connect.
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A Time of Confession
Gracious God,

We admit that we have fallen short. In what we have said and done, and in what we have left
undone, we have not loved you or our neighbors as we should. We have carried worries, guilt,
and burdens that we struggle to release. We confess these to you now, trust in your mercy.
Forgive us, God. Lighten our load and guide us into a new way of living. Amen.

God’s Gift of Forgiveness
Friends in Christ, hear this good news. God is merciful and full of love. Through Jesus, your sins are
forgiven and your burdens are lifted. You are set free to walk in God’s grace and to live in the joy of
the resurrection. Amen.



Opening Song Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389
You are invited to face the cross as it enters.
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Greeting Janet Mortinsen
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Anthem It Is Well With My Soul arr. Jason Krug
ReBELLion, dir. Alex Rodasti

Children’s Sermon Pastor Gary Sandberg



Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Olivia Tagliani Davis - Born: September 23, 2025
Parents: Natasha and Kaelan Davis

We gather at these living waters. Throughout history, God's saving action toward God's
people has taken place through water. Let us pray:

Most Holy God, you created the seas, rivers, and lakes; you saved Noah and his family
from the floods; you led the Israelites through the Red Sea and quenched their thirst
with water flowing from arock. Through the waters of the Jordan River, you proclaimed
Jesus your own beloved son and so through these waters of baptism, you proclaim that
we, too, are your own beloved children, now and forever. Amen.

Parents, do you wish Olivia to be baptized into the promises of God? R:1do.

We make promises and assume responsibilities at baptism. God promises us unconditional love
and life forever, and we know that our journey of faith encompasses certain promises so that our
lives reflect this love.
Parents, do you promise to: Live with your child among God's faithful people, bring your child to
the Lord's table, teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place
the holy scriptures in their hands to nurture their faith and prayer life, so that they will know and
trust God?

R:1do.

Parents, sponsors, people of God, do you promise to support and pray for Olivia's new life in Christ?
R: We do.

Baptism: Olivia Tagliani, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer: God of new life, sustain Olivia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Blessing: Olivia Tagliani, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross
of Christ forever. Amen.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
Heaven. Let us welcome out new sibling in Christ!
We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as amember of the body

of Christ, child of God's kingdom on earth and in heaven.



We Prepare to Hear God’s Word Touch that Soothes and Heals
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+ We Encounter God’s Word +

Today’s Sermon is based on readings from:

Acts 7:55-60

ACS 939

Janet Mortinsen

>>Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. *° “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!”” >’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. °® Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. >® While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



John 14:1-4
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me. * In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you
that | go to prepare a place for you? > And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the
place where | am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” ® Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. ” If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ® Jesus said to him,
“Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father”? ' Do you not believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. " Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. ™ Very truly, I tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because | am going to the Father. ™ | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. ™ If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Gary Sandberg

Sermon Notes



Song of the Day You Are the Way ELW 758
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and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

A Statement of Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed) Janet Mortinsen

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried:
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

We Share God’s Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated.

+ We Worship God with Our Offerings +

Abundantly Bethany
To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect.

* & o o

Pastor Gary Sandberg

Bethany Info Sessions: TODAY - tour of the campus
Diaper Drive: TODAY and May 10

Summer Launch Cookout!: Wednesday, May 6
Bethany Spring Outdoor Adventure: Saturday, May 9
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Offering
You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts!
e Today you are invited to bring your offering forward along with your United in Faith intention card
e On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org
e Through BethanyConnect (Subsplash) - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code
e Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113)
e Unlock your phone, hold near NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to
appear

Offering Music | Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life Robert C. Lau
Laura Tribby, soprano

I am the way, the truth, and the life: No man cometh to the Father but by me.
Let not your heart be troubled: Ye believe in God. Believe also in me.
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you.
That where | am, there ye may be also. And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know.

Children Return to the Sanctuary

+ The Community Meal +

Invitation to the Communion Table Pastor Gary Sandberg

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessing of the Bread and Wine

The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Instruction

Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol free; gluten-
free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are not
receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive a blessing.



Communion Distribution

Communion Music In My Father’s House Philip W. J. Stopford

Laura Tribby, soprano

In my Father's house are many dwellings, and if | go to prepare a place for you,
| will come back again and take you to myself, so that where | am you also may be.

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me.

In my Father's house are many dwelling places. If there were not,
would I have told you | am going to prepare a place for you?
Where | am going, you know the way. For | am the way, the truth, and the life;
No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you also know my Father.
My spirit will be with you always. The Advocate, the Spirit of Truth will remind you of all | have said.
Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled;
Do not be afraid. | have told you I will come back to you; have faith in me.

Communion Song Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life ELW 816
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Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd.. 23 Gruneisen Road. London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Table Blessing

Reception of New Members
Bryan Anderson; Erin Blett; Marc Calder; Michele Eckert; Pat & Nicole, Nora, Lily Evans;

Chelsea & Eric, Sylvester Frazier; Katie Johnson, William, Kaia Weinstein;
James & Penelope, James, Jackson Mantay; Bill & Patty Slater; Kurt & Renee, Alexandra, Liam Wolf



+ God Sends Us To Serve +

Benediction Pastor Gary Sandberg
Song of Sending The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her Ilife he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Dismissal Pastor Gary Sandberg
As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany.
Together we will:
Worship and encounter a God who loves us;
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division;
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action.

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Toccata Lani Smith
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Things to Know about - News & Events

+ Bethany Information Sessions: New Members will be received TODAY at both worship services and a tour
of the Bethany campus will be offered at 11:20am - meet in Room 400 downstairs in the Youth Wing.

+ Diaper Drive: Bethany is hosting a diaper drive to support Inner City Health and Metro Caring. Please bring
your diapers to the Sanctuary TODAY and May 10.

¢ Summer Launch Cookout!: Wednesday, May 6, 5:30pm-7:00pm. Come for good food, bounce houses,
games, and a celebration of all the people who served in Faith Formation ministry during the past program
year. Plus, learn about all the great programming coming up this summer at Bethany!

¢ Bethany Spring Outdoor Adventure: Saturday, May 9, 10:00am, Highline Canal Bike Ride or Walk, and Picnic.
Join in at Church in the East parking lot. The Highline Canal can be accessed in less than one mile from
Church. We’ll return 11:30am-12:00pm for a picnic lunch. Join in for all or just the picnic lunch, fellowship and
games. Register for the event by Friday, May 8 at https://tinyurl.com/BLChike.

¢ Bethany Summer Day Camp Helpers: There are MANY opportunities to serve! There will be a gathering on
Sunday, May 10 at 11:20am in the Fellowship Hall to learn about all the ways you can help with Day Camp this
summer! Our theme will be "Hands Wide Open" and we'll need both adults and youth (ages 6th grade and
up) to help with Activities, Snacks, Crafts, Bible Story, Registration and Pre School. Reach out to Deacon
Debra at debra@bethany-denver.org with any questions. Register at https://tinyurl.com/DayCamp26

¢ Jewelry Cleaning: Bethany member Kyra Morgan from Williams Jewelers will be doing jewelry clean and
checks on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 10. Bring your jewelry and any questions!

¢+ Women of Bethany (WOB) Fellowship: Potluck Spring luncheon, Thursday, May 14, 11:00am-1:30pm, hosted
by Susan Sharkey at the Silver Mesa Clubhouse in Highlands Ranch. Sign-up for this event by May 7 at the
event on Bethany News. Wear your favorite May Day or Derby hat or fascinator and your prettiest spring
outfit. Please bring a dish by last name: A-K vegetable, fruit salad or appetizer, L-P protein dish or appetizer,
Q-Z dessert or bread. This gathering is open to ALL women of Bethany. If you have never joined us, please
check us out.

¢ Outreach Event: Volunteers are needed to sort medical supplies at Project CURE on Wednesday, May 20,
9:00am-12:00pm at 10377 E. Geddes Ave, Centennial, 80112. Help send hope and health worldwide. Sign up at
the event on Bethany News. Contact alyoungdahl@msn.com.

¢ Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp Work Weekend: Bethany’s annual work weekend is May 29-31. Spend a
beautiful weekend in the mountains preparing the camp for the summer season. This is a great weekend for
families since many projects such as landscaping and painting are kid friendly. Lodging and delicious food
provided. Bring sleeping gear for cabins and be ready to have lots of fun! Register on the Bethany Connect app
or Bethany News on the website. Please contact Susan Pfabe-Wiggans at susanpw4@gmail.com for more
information.

+ Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver/Holy Hammers Volunteers Needed: Saturday, May 30, 8:50am-4:30pm,
Griffith Station Homes, 8407 W 52nd Ave, Arvada, Saturday, Jun 20, 7:50 am - 3:30 pm | Griffith Station Homes,
New Construction Site | 8407 W 52nd Ave, Arvada. Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/HolyHammers.
Contact Kevin Dempsey for questions at kmdmpsy@aol.com.

¢ Day Camp registration: June 22-26. Children (Pre School through 5th grade) and Helpers (6th grade -
adult) are invited to join in the fun! Cost is $90 for Pre School age children and $120 for elementary
children. Register at the ad for the event on Bethany News on our website.

Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 and lllustrated Ministries.
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Things to Know about - Worship

Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him),
Deacon Debra Alba (she/ her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available
to speak with you.

Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because
you are here. We are together for good!

Sunday Worship services: 8:30am Traditional - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy. 10:00am
Casual Blended- a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that spans
multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. Worship leaders are
generally dressed more casually.

Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but
if it is more comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free todo
so.

Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion.
Jesus did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.

Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming
environment for everyone. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns,
please speak with one of our staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support
you.

Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the

Sanctuary if you need a hearing assistance device.

Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians,
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always
welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up!

You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And
enjoy your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!).

Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having
children in the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to
feel comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings:

— Fidget Station: We know that all of God's children (young and old) are wonderfully and
fearfully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship.

= Available outside the Sanctuary's north doors is a Fidget Station. Children and
adults are invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual
growth and presence in worship. Please return items to the station when you are
finished.

= Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles.
Grab one on the way in and return it on the way out.

= Nursery: For directions to our friendly staffed Nursery, please speak with an usher.


http://www.signupschedule.com/Bethany

