


 



+ We Prepare Our Hearts + 
Gathering Music                                Prelude and Fugue in B Flat Major                                        attr. J. S. Bach 

Welcome to Worship                                                                                                                        Pastor Nate Preisinger 

To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/Bethany Connect. 

 

 

Song of Praise                                      Touch that Soothes and Heals                                                         ACS 939 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Time of Confession 
       Gracious God, 
              We admit that we have fallen short. In what we have said and done, and in what we have left  
               undone, we have not loved you or our neighbors as we should. We have carried worries, guilt,  
               and burdens that we struggle to release. We confess these to you now, trust in your mercy.  
               Forgive us, God. Lighten our load and guide us into a new way of living. Amen.  
 

God’s Gift of Forgiveness 
       Friends in Christ, hear this good news. God is merciful and full of love. Through Jesus, your sins are  
       forgiven and your burdens are lifted. You are set free to walk in God’s grace and to live in the joy of  
       the resurrection. Amen.  

1 



Opening Song                                        With High Delight Let Us Unite                                                       ELW 368 

You are invited to face the cross as it enters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting                                                                                                                                                           Deacon Debra Alba 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
        And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God,  
      your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of  
     our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work. I your name we pray. Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                                            Deacon Debra Alba 
 

Children’s Worship                                                                                                           Deacon Debra Alba 
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We Prepare to Hear God’s Word               Touch that Soothes and Heals                                         ACS 939 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

+ We Encounter God’s Word + 
 

Today’s Sermon is based on readings from: 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19                                                                                                                         Kaia Weinstein  
     

 1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
       2 for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 
 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
        4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”  
 12 How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 
       13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 
       15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 
 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
       17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord.  
 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 
       19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Luke 24:13-35 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.  

13 Now on the first day of the week two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of 
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they 
did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 
who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you 
are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 
is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                                                                                                                                                       Pastor Nate Preisinger 

 

Sermon Notes 
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Song of the Day                                    Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                                                 WOV 715 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Statement of Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed)                                                                            Pastor Gary Sandberg 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy spirit, born of  
      the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried:  
      he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
      sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

We Share God’s Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated.  
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+ We Worship God with Our Offerings +    
 

Campaign Moment 

All are invited to the All-Congregation Campaign Morning on April 26! That day we will hold one worship 
service at 9:00am, followed by a celebration at 10:00am that will include special food and drink. 

 

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                  Pastor Gary Sandberg 

To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

 Bethany Info Sessions: TODAY 
 Synod Assembly: April 23-25, hospitality is needed! 
 Bethany Retreat: May 1 at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 
 Rick Seaton Organ Concert: Friday, May 1 at 7:00pm.  

 
YTD Financial Update (July – March) 

 

 

Offering 
      You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 
• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 
• Through BethanyConnect (Subsplash) - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 
• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 
• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate as they are passed in the service. 
• Unlock your phone, hold near NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear  
 
 

Offering Music                                                        Sine Nomine                R. Vaughan Williams, arr. Earl Rosenberg 

Chancel Choir, dir. Kirk Schjodt 
 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might, thou, Lord, their captain in the well fought fight, 
Thou in the darkness drear their one true light. Alleluia, alleluia! 

O may their soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
And win with them the victor's crown of gold. Alleluia, alleluia! 

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, steal on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia, alleluia! 

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

Children Return to the Sanctuary 
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  YTD Actuals YTD Budget Variance 

Receipts $1,546,491 $1,444,842 $101,649 

Expenses $1,583,679 $1,616,801 ($33,122) 

Income/(Loss) ($20,312) ($171,959) $151,647 



+ The Community Meal + 
 
Invitation to the Communion Table                                                                               Pastor Gary Sandberg 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion 
 The Lord be with you. 
        And also with you. 
        Lift up your hearts. 
      We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Blessing of the Bread and Wine 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation) 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
     your kingdom come, your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
     now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion Instruction 
Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol free; 
gluten-free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are 
not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive a blessing.  
 

Communion Distribution 
 
Communion Music                                             Stay With Us                                                                Walter L. Pelz 

Chancel Choir, dir. Kirk Schjodt 
 

Stay with us, till night has come: our praise to you this day be sung. 
Bless our bread, open our eyes: Jesus, be our great surprise. 

Walk with us, our spirits sigh: hear when our weary spirits cry. 
Feel again our loss, our pain: Jesus, take us to your side. 

Walk with us, the road will bend: make all our weeping, wailing end. 
Wipe our tears, forgive our fears: Jesus, lift the heavy cross. 

Talk with us till we behold a joyful life unfold: Heal our eyes to see the prize. 
Jesus, take us to the light. 

Stay with us, till day is done: no tears nor dark shall dim the sun: 
Cheer the heart, your grace impart. Jesus, bring eternal life. 
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Communion Song                                     We Praise You, O God                                                                   ELW 870 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Table Blessing 
 
 
 
 

+ God Sends Us To Serve + 
 
Benediction                                                                                                                                      Pastor Nate Preisinger 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 and Illustrated Ministries. 
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Song of Sending                                             Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                                                             ELW 377 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal                                                                                                                                             Pastor Nate Preisinger 

As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
Together we will: 

Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 
 

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude                                                                     Recessional                                                          William Mathias 
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Things to Know about - News & Events 

 Bethany Information Sessions: These are a great way to get to know Bethany Lutheran Church and are 
open to everyone. They are also designed to share information for those considering formal 
membership at Bethany. TODAY - Getting involved / Bethany’s governance. Meet at 11:20am in Room 400 
in the downstairs education wing. New Members will be received on Sunday, May 3 at both worship 
services and a tour of the Bethany campus will be offered at 11:20am. 

 Brian Tennien Memorial Rice and Bean Breakdown to Benefit Metro Caring: Sunday, TODAY between 
services and after the 10:00am service. We have 501b. bags of rice and beans to break down into 
individual family size portions. If you would like to support Metro Caring financially, please consider 
donating to the Rice and Bean Breakdown using the Give button on the Bethany website. Thanks for your 
support! 

 Prayer Vigil for United in Faith: Building Bethany’s Future: TODAY, 9:30am-1:00pm in the Chapel. You are 
invited to pray individually or as a group with friends, family, or members of an organization for the 
campaign. There are 21 slots at 10 minute intervals. Materials such as Bible verses related to generosity, 
the campaign prayer and the campaign prospectus will be available in the Chapel. Enjoy soft instrumental 
music by candlelight while praying to support Bethany in this spiritually impactful time for our church. Sign 
up on Bethany-Denver.org - scroll down to the “sign up schedule” button and choose a time. 

 Rejoicing Spirits: Dinner & worship, TODAY, Lord of the Hills Lutheran Church, 21755 E Smoky Hill Rd. 
Aurora,  4:00pm-6:00pm. This is an inclusive worship space for people with cognitive and intellectual 
disabilities, their caregivers, families and anyone who seeks an open, joyful and creative worship 
experience. Please RSVP to pastor@lordofthehills.org. 

 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly: Bethany is hosting this Thursday, Apr 23 - Saturday, Apr 25. Over 300 
participants from the 5 state area will be taking part. We are seeking 20 volunteers for Wed and Thurs, 
and 8 for Saturday morning. Tasks will include offering hospitality (sometimes as simple as directing 
participants to rooms), and assisting with the caterers as they manage set-up and flow. Please consider 
being a friendly “face of Bethany” to our guests. See shifts and sign up at the Sign Up Schedule button 
on the website home page. 

 Project Angel Heart - Dining Out for Life: Thursday, Apr 23. Dine at a participating restaurant for 
breakfast, lunch, happy hour, dinner, or takeout! 25% of your check will be donated to Project Angel 
Heart to help provide delicious, medically tailored meals for Coloradans living with severe illnesses, 
including HIV/AIDS. With more than 100 restaurants participating, it’s easy to find the perfect spot for a 
delectable meal! Find a restaurant at www.projectangelheart.org/events/dining-out-for-life/ 

 All-ages Bethany Retreat: Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, May 1-3. Everyone is invited! Pack your bags for 
a weekend of faith, fun, and community! We'll explore our faith formation theme of identity, belonging, 
and purpose through worship, Bible study, large group games, special music, and camp-style activities 
for every age. It’s a chance to experience all the best parts of camp with your Bethany church family. 
We don’t want cost to keep anyone away: if money is tight, simply pay the minimum. If you’re able, 
you're invited to give a little extra. Register at Bethany News on the website.  

 Rick Seaton Organ Concert: Friday, May 1 at 7:00pm. A special evening of music! Organist Rick Seaton, 
with guest artist Laura Tribby, soprano. Enjoy a selection of favorite postludes from throughout the 
church year and more. This is a FREE concert—invite your friends and come experience a beautiful 
evening of music, sure to include some delightful and entertaining moments.  

 Lutheran Family Services Legacy and Light Gala: Illuminating the Future, Friday, May 1, 5:30pm-8:30pm, 
at the History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway, Denver. Single Ticket $175 by Apr 17. Tickets: https://
bolder.bid/app/public/bidapp/lfsrmgala 

 Outreach: Save the date! A Volunteer Food Packing Event, with Feed My Starving Children will be held on 
Saturday, May 2 at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Golden. Ages 4-100 are welcome to help! A sign-up 
link will soon be available. Please contact Bethany member, Nick Wellen at n.wellen@mac.com or 
coloradofeedinggodskids@gmail.com for more details. 

mailto:n.wellen@rnac.com
mailto:coloradofeedinggodskids@grnail.com


 
Things to Know about - News & Events - continued 

 

 Diaper Drive: Bethany is hosting a diaper drive to support Inner City Health and Metro Caring. Please bring 
your diapers to the Sanctuary May 3 and May 10.  

 Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp Work Weekend: Bethany’s annual work weekend is May 29-31. Spend a 
beautiful weekend in the mountains preparing the camp for the summer season. This is a great weekend for 
families since many projects such as landscaping and painting are kid friendly. Lodging and delicious food 
provided. Bring sleeping gear for cabins and be ready to have lots of fun! Register on the Bethany Connect app 
or Bethany News on the website. Please contact Susan Pfabe-Wiggans at susanpw4@gmail.com for more 
information.  

 Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver/Holy Hammers Volunteers Needed: Saturday, May 30, 8:50am-4:30pm, 
Griffith Station Homes, 8407 W 52nd Ave, Arvada, Saturday, Jun 20, 7:50 am – 3:30 pm | Griffith Station 
Homes, New Construction Site | 8407 W 52nd Ave, Arvada. Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/
HolyHammers. Contact Kevin Dempsey for questions at kmdmpsy@aol.com. 

 Day Camp registration: June 22-26. Children (Pre School through 5th grade) and Helpers (6th grade - 
adult) are invited to join in the fun! Cost is $90 for Pre School age children and $120 for elementary 
children. Register  

 

https://vhub.at/HolyHarnrners
https://vhub.at/HolyHarnrners
mailto:krndrnpsy@aol.com


 

Things to Know about - Worship 

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church 
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The 
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), 
Deacon Debra Alba (she/ her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available 
to speak with you. 

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political 
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because 
you are here. We are together for good! 

 Sunday Worship services: 8:30am Traditional - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy. 10:00am 
Casual Blended- a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that spans 
multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. Worship leaders are 
generally dressed more casually. 

 

 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. 
Jesus did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany. 

 Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming 
environment for everyone. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, 
please speak with one of our staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support 
you. 

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the 
Sanctuary if you need a hearing assistance device. 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always 
welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up! 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And 
enjoy your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having 
children in the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to 
feel comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 Fidget Station: We know that all of God's children (young and old) are wonderfully and 
fearfully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. 

 

invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual 
growth and presence in 

 

 Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. 
Grab one on the way in and return it on the way out. 

  

http://www.signupschedule.com/Bethany


 



 


