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 Gathering  
 

     
 

Welcome                                                                                                                             Pastor Nate Preisinger  
 

 
Reconciliation and Restoration 

We are but clay pots, easily fractured. In our brokenness we reach out to God, joining in a confession of 

our sins. 

God of Reconciliation, 

    we confess that our good intentions don’t always become faithful actions. 

    We turn inward and are more attentive to our own needs than the needs of our neighbors. 

    We cling to burdens you never asked us to carry alone, instead of bringing them into your care. 

     Open our hearts to your ways of mercy, truth, and shared life, so that we may be reconciled to  

     you, to one another, and to the world you love. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

Beloved of God, hear this Good News: by God’s abundant grace your sins are forgiven. You are held, 

restored, and made whole.  

As we are reconciled to God, we are drawn into reconciliation with one another. So let this forgiveness 

settle among us now, and let it shape the way we live, as we share a greeting of peace with one another.   

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

Please share a blessing of peace with others around you.  
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Gathering Hymn                              In the Cross of Christ I Glory                        ELW #324 
You are invited to face the cross as it enters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

 

 

2 



 

Kyrie 
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Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power 
of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Word  

As we prepare to hear God’s Word proclaimed, you are encouraged during this time to consider places in your life 
where you need, or desire, to engage in Reconciliation, whether in your own spirit, or in a relationship. You are 
invited to write this down on a Reconciled and Restored sheet in your pew. You may then place your sheet in the 
offering plate later in the service. Do not sign them. They will not be read by staff. This is for your personal 
offering to God.  

This week you might consider how you wish to restore what you have pushed aside or put off.  

 

Lesson                                                          Psalm 130                                                             Koren Holden 
 

 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
        2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
       4 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 
 5 I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
       6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
      more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 
   with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
       8 For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Lenten Verse 
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Gospel/Sermon                                          John 11:1-45                                          Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 
ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there 
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of 
this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, 
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus 
is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus 
had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were 
with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 
When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is 
a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 
you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him. 
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Hymn of the Day                   God Weeps with Us Who Weep and Mourn                            ACS #1054 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaign Moment                                                                                                        

Dear Heavenly Father, as a congregation united in faith, guide us through this campaign, inspiring us to share 

our gifts of generosity. You bless us with these gifts, a church community, and a wondrous ministry. With a 

firm foundation in place, guide us to wield these tools to build Bethany’s future as we reflect your image of 

bountiful love, kindness, and strength. Amen. 
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 Offering   

Offering                           
    To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 

    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

• Sunday mornings, place your offering in the silver plate as they are passed 

• Unlock your phone, hold near NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear 

 
Offering Music                                     Carillons of Praise                                             Cathy Moklebust  
Carillons, dir. Nolan Oltjenbruns 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Meal  
Pastor Gary Sandberg

 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion   
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        It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
        ...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

The Lord’s Prayer  
        Our Father, who art in heaven,  
            hallowed be thy name, 
            thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  
            and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
            and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
        For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.       
 

Communion Distribution 
Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol 
free; gluten-free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. 
Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to 
receive a blessing. 
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Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Communion Music                               Brethren, We Have Met to Worship                    arr. Kevin McChesney 
Carillons, dir. Nolan Oltjenbruns
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Post Communion Restoration 

God of Restoration, at this altar you have provided a meal that transforms, unites, and heals us. Allow us to live as 
your forgiven people. We are but shattered clay pots; yet by your grace we are restored. Amen. 
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 Sending  

Pastor Nate Preisinger

Sending Hymn                                Christ, the Life of All the Living                                           ELW #339 
 You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

Pastor Nate Preisinger 
As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
 

Together we will: 
Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 

 

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
                 Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 
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Things To Know About - News & Events 

 Lost & Found Claim Day: Have you lost a water bottle? Glasses? Come to the Fellowship Hall TODAY and check out 
everything that is in our Lost & Found. Take home what's yours. The rest will be donated.  

 All Lent Long - Walk the Labyrinth: As part of your Lenten Spiritual Practice, you are invited to walk the labyrinth 
downstairs in in the Big Room - 412. Hours are posted at www.bethany-denver.org/Lent. Note that the start time is 
when the doors will be opened and the end time is when the doors will be locked. Please check in and out at the log at 
the top of the steps. If the SE doors are locked, enter the building through the office door. Call the office (303-758-2820) 
with any questions. 

 Winter Food Bank Collection Drive: The food item for collection for now - Apr 12 is canned tuna or chicken. Please 
place your items in the crates on the table in the Fellowship Hall. If you’d prefer to make a cash donation, these can be 
made by using the GIVE button on Bethany’s website and choosing Integrated Family Community Services in the drop 
down menu.  

 Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver/Holy Hammers Volunteers Needed: Saturday, April 18, 8:50 am – 4:30 pm, 
Griffith Station Homes, 8407 W 52nd Ave, Arvada; Saturday, May 30, 8:50am–4:30pm, Griffith Station Homes, 8407 
W 52nd Ave, Arvada. Register to volunteer at https://vhub.at/HolyHammers. Contact Kevin Dempsey for questions at 
kmdmpsy@aol.com.  

 Vitalant Blood Drive: Bethany will be hosting a blood drive for Vitalant on Wednesday, March 25, in the Fellowship 
Hall from 9:00am–12:30pm. To schedule an appointment, visit www.donors.vitalant.org and use blood drive code 0377 
or call 877-258-4825. Please contact Janet Mortinsen if you have questions.  

 First Communion Milestone Class: Sunday, Mar 29, 11:20am-1:00pm, Great Hall. Open to children in 2nd-5th 
grades who have not yet celebrated their first Communion. Children and adult caregivers are invited to enjoy a light 
lunch together and to participate in engaging and creative cross-generational learning activities. The children will 
receive their first Communion at the 7:00pm Maundy Thursday service on Apr 2. Register at the event ad in Bethany 
News. Contact Deacon Debra Alba at Debra@Bethany-Denver.org for more information.  

 Easter flowers: Help decorate the worship spaces for Easter by donating for flowers in honor or in memory of your 
loved ones. Find envelopes at the Mission Center desk or go to the giving platforms (www.Bethany-Denver.org under 
Give or via Bethany Connect app). Flowers are $25. Deadline is Mar 29. Be sure to let the Office know what you want 
printed in the Easter bulletins! For help contact Office@Bethany-Denver.org or call 303.758.2820.  

 Easter decorating help needed: If you like to decorate, please sign up to help decorate the Sanctuary for Easter on 
Saturday, Apr 4 at 9:30am. Go to the website and click on the “Sign Up Schedule” bubble. Thank you! 

 Bethany's Social Justice Team: Meets Sunday, Apr 12, 11:20am-12:30pm, Room 210. If you have an interest in 
social justice issues we'd love to have you participate! Suggestions for upcoming events and book studies will be 
discussed.  

 Outreach: Looking for a service opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus? Bethany will work the Food Bank of the 
Rockies on Apr 17, 8:45am-12:00pm. Please contact Maren Diercks at Marenjdiercks@gmail.com or 720-238-2333 if 
you are interested. Reservations can be made through Bethany-denver.org at the ad for this event under News. You will 
be required to make an account at the Food Bank and will be sent directions.  

 Women of Bethany (WOB) Fellowship:  Saturday, Apr 18, 10:00am, New York Deli News at 7105 E. Hampden 
Ave, Denver. Sign up on the Bethany Connect app or Bethany News on the website. All are welcome.  

 Synod Assembly help needed: Bethany is hosting this year’s Synod Assembly Apr 23-25 and we need you! Current 
slots are for helping with food and helping guide people around our building. See shifts and sign up at the Sign Up 
Schedule bubble on the website home page.  

 All-ages Bethany Retreat: Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, May 1–3. Everyone is invited! Pack your bags for a 
weekend of faith, fun, and community! We’ll explore our faith formation theme of identity, belonging, and purpose 
through worship, Bible study, large group games, special music, and camp-style activities for every age. It’s a chance to 
experience all the best parts of camp with your Bethany church family. We don’t want cost to keep anyone away: if 
money is tight, simply pay the minimum. If you’re able, you’re invited to give a little extra to help make the retreat 
possible for someone else. Register on the Bethany Connect app or Bethany News on the website.  

 Outreach: Save the date! A Volunteer Food Packing Event, with Feed My Starving Children will be held on Saturday, 
May 2 at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Golden. Ages 4-100 are welcome to help! A sign-up link will soon be 
available. Please contact Bethany member, Nick Wellen at n.wellen@mac.com or coloradofeedinggodskids@gmail.com 
for more details.  

 Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp Work Weekend: Bethany’s annual work weekend is May 29–31. Spend a beautiful 
weekend in the mountains preparing the camp for the summer season. This is a great weekend for families since many 
projects such as landscaping and painting are kid friendly. Lodging and delicious food provided. Bring sleeping gear for 
cabins and be ready to have lots of fun! Register on the Bethany Connect app or Bethany News on the website. Please 
contact Susan Pfabe-Wiggans- susanpw4@gmail.com for more information.  



 



 


