
 

 



 

 



 

 

+ We Prepare Our Hearts + 
 

Gathering Music              Cantabile                                   César Franck 

 
Welcome to Worship                                                                                            Deacon Debra Alba  

To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
    

 

 

Song of Praise                                    Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons)                                                     ACS 1097  

(sung twice) 

 

A Time of Confession                                                                                                                            
Gracious God, 
      We admit that we have fallen short. In what we have said and done, and in what we have left      
      undone, we have not loved you or our neighbors as we should. We have carried worries, guilt,  
      and burdens that we struggle to release. We confess these to you now, trusting in your mercy.  
      Forgive us, God. Lighten our load and guide us into a new way of living. Amen. 
 

 

God’s Gift of Forgiveness  
Friends in Christ, hear this good news. God is merciful and full of love. Through Jesus, your sins are 
forgiven and your burdens are lifted. You are set free to walk in God’s grace and to live in the joy of 
the resurrection. Amen.  
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Opening Song                                               Rise, Shine, You People!                                                    ELW 665 
You are invited to face the cross as it enters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                   Deacon Debra Alba    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
            And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
     O Lord God,  

      tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and  
      night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Ira Miles Aliga - Born: June 11, 2025  

Parents: Krista and Chet Aliga  
 

We gather at these living waters. Throughout history, God’s saving action toward God’s people has taken 
place through water. Let us pray: 
 

Most Holy God, you created the seas, rivers, and lakes; you saved Noah and his family from the 
floods; you led the Israelites through the Red Sea and quenched their thirst with water flowing 
from a rock. Through the waters of the Jordan River, you proclaimed Jesus your own beloved son 
and so through these waters of baptism, you proclaim that we, too, are your own beloved children, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Parents, do you wish Ira to be baptized into the promises of God?   
  R: I do. 
 

We make promises and assume responsibilities at baptism. God promises us unconditional love and life 
forever, and we know that our journey of faith encompasses certain promises so that our lives reflect this 
love. 

 

Parents, do you promise to: Live with your child among God’s faithful people, bring your child to the Lord’s 
table, teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place the holy scriptures in 
their hands to nurture their faith and prayer life, so that they will know and trust God?    
 R: I do.  
 

Parents, sponsors, people of God, do you promise to support and pray for Ira’s new life in Christ?              
   R: We do. 
 

Baptism: Ira Miles, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayer: Sustain Ira with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Blessing: Ira Miles, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever. Amen.  
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven.  
 

Let us welcome our new sibling in Christ!  

  We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a member of the body of Christ,   
               child of God’s kingdom on earth and in heaven. 

 
Children’s Worship   
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We Prepare to Hear God’s Word           Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons)                                            ACS 1097  

 

+ We Encounter God’s Word + 

 

Today’s Sermon is based on readings from: 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5                                                                                                                                                        Wes Pomeroy 
 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work. 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of 
his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

                   The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

           1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He said,  
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city 
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’  
4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect 
for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

 
         The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon                                                                                                                                Pastor Nate Preisinger 
                    

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song of the Day                                     God’s Work, Our Hands                                       ACS 1000 
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A Statement of Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed)                                                                              Pastor Nate Preisinger 
       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of    
           the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended  
           to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  
           of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of   
          sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                 
                                                                                          
 

Prayers of the People        
 

We Share God’s Peace 
       The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
  Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated. 

 

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                                                   
 To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
 

• Quilt Sales: Fellowship Hall 

• Bethany Info Sessions: Sundays, Oct 26 & Nov 9 

• All Saints Sunday/Requiem: Nov 2 

 

 
 

+ We Worship God With Our Offerings + 

 

Q1 Financial Update: We are off to a strong start for the new fiscal year! Thank you all for your generosity! 
Through September total contributions were $341,000 compared to last year of $324,000. Total expenses 
through September were $529,000 compared to $565,000 last year.  

Offering                                                                                                                             
    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate at the doors as you exit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 



 

 

Offering Music                                                             My Jesus                                                                         Anne Wilson 

Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble: Koren Holden, Rebecca Palcso 
 

Are you past the point of weary, is your burden weighing heavy, is it all too much to carry? 
Let me tell you about my Jesus.  

Do you feel that empty feeling, 'cause shame's done all its stealing, and you're desperate for some healing? 
Let me tell you about my Jesus.  

He makes a way where there ain't no way, rises up from an empty grave, ain't no sinner that he can't save. 
His love is strong and his grace is free, and the good news is I know that he can do for you what he's done for me. 

Who can wipe away the tears from broken dreams and wasted years, and tell the past to disappear? 
And all the wrong turns that you would go and undo if you could.  Who can work it all for your good? 

Who would take my cross to Calvary, pay the price for all my guilty, who would care that much about me? 
Let me tell you about my Jesus.  Hallelujah, amen. 

 

Children Return to the Sanctuary       

 

+ The Community Meal +  
 

Invitation to The Communion Table                                                                                        Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion   
        Jesus shared meals with friends and strangers, turning ordinary tables into signs of God’s kingdom. 
              We remember his welcome, and we come to be fed. 
 
        The story of God’s love is told in bread and wine, in friendship and forgiveness. 
              We are part of this story today. 
 
        We come as those before us came, hungry for hope and longing to be made whole. 
              This is God’s story. This is our story. 
 

Blessing of the Bread and Wine 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical translation) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   
   now and forever. Amen.  

 
Communion Instruction 

 Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol free; 
gluten-free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who 
are not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive a blessing. 

 

Communion Distribution/Candle Lighting for Mental Health 
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Communion Music                                     He Sees What We Don’t                                                         11th Hour  

Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble: Koren Holden, Rebecca Palcso 
         

There are times in this life when fear is so heavy, and burdens weigh on your mind, 
You are weak in the knees and no strength can you find. 

Just hold on, help's right on time, my Jesus is always on time. 
And though you may see a valley, he sees the mountain you'll be standing on, 

When all you can see are the tears falling down.  I'm so glad he sees what we don't. 
I've seen his children walk through the darkest of midnight, I've witnessed faith put to the test. 

And I have watched as the storms flew in with the thunder. 
But in each trial he knows what's best, and I am so glad he knows what's best. 
He knows the end from the beginning.  He looks ahead past the hurt and pain. 

To a place where the peace passes all understanding.  He sees the sun through the rain. 

 
Communion Song                                               Here Is Bread                                                       ELW 483  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table Blessing    
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+ God Sends Us to Serve +  
Sending Invitation and Blessing                                                                               Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 
Song of Sending                                              Thy Strong Word                                                                      ELW 511 

You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal                                                                                                                Pastor Nate Preisinger 
 As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
 

    Together we will: 
Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 
 

    With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                                               Sortie                                                    Leon Boëllmann 
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Things To Know About - News & Events 
 

 Quilt Blessing and Sale: TODAY.  Lutheran World Relief marks 80 years of global compassion and Bethany Patchers 
has proudly contributed for 28 of those years. Thanks to your continued support, we've provided comfort, warmth, 
and love to our neighbors near and far. Each quilt we create carries a message of hope, stitched with care and 
purpose. You are invited to join in a special Quilt Blessing and Sale, featuring a variety of handmade quilts and other 
crafted items. Your donations allows us to purchase supplies and continue our mission. Contributions can be made 
through SubSplash or directly to our Patchers group. Thank you for wrapping the world in love - one stitch at a 
time.  

 Candle Lighting for Mental Health: TODAY is our annual Candle lighting for Mental Health to highlight mental 
health awareness. During both worship services, there will be candles at the altar for the congregation to light in 
honor of themselves or someone who is afflicted with a mental illness in their lives during communion. A great 
resource for information or support is the National Alliance on Mental Illness or NAMI (www.nami.org). If you have 
further questions or would like to talk with one of the Pastoral Team, please feel free to contact Pastor Gary, 
Pastor Nate, Deacon Debra or Janet Mortinsen, through the main church office at 303-758-2820.  

 Understanding Your Grief Support Group: Bethany will be offering a 7-week grief support group based on the 
book, “Understanding Your Grief” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt co-facilitated by Janet Mortinsen, Director of Pastoral Care, 
and Susan Junge, Stephen Minister and congregational member. The group will meet in the library starting TODAY 
through – Nov 23 and Dec 7 from 11:15am – 12:45pm. To register for this class or for more information, please 
contact Janet Mortinsen at janet@bethany-denver.org or call 303-300-3317. 

 Lord's Prayer Milestone: 3rd - 5th graders, TODAY, from 11:20am-1:30pm, Great Hall. Children and their adult 
caregivers are invited to enjoy lunch together and to participate in engaging and creative cross-generational 
learning activities all focused on The Lord's Prayer. Sign up on the Bethany News webpage or the Bethany Connect 
app. This is the first of four Milestone activities Bethany will offer for children during this program year. Go to 
Bethany-Denver.org/Children for more information on Bethany's Milestone Ministry or contact Deacon Debra Alba 
at Debra@Bethany-Denver.org. 

 Rejoicing Spirits: TODAY at Lord of the Hills Lutheran Church ,21755 E Smoky Hill Rd. Aurora, CO 80015, 4:00-
6:00pm. Rejoicing Spirits is an inclusive worship space for people with cognitive and intellectual disabilities, their 
caregivers, families and anyone who seeks an open, joyful and creative worship experience. If you would like more 
information regarding the Rejoicing Spirits experience or volunteering, please contact: Pastor Margot at 
pastor@lordofthehills.org.  

 Bethany Information Sessions: These are a great way to get to know Bethany Lutheran Church. They are also 
designed to share information for those considering formal membership at Bethany. This fall session dates are: 
Sunday, Oct 26 at 11:30am and Sunday, Nov 9 at 11:20am. We will meet in Room 400 in the downstairs education 
wing. New Members will be received on Sunday, Nov 23 at both worship services and a tour of the Bethany campus 
will be offered at 11:20am. Confirmation Projects:  Twelve Bethany 9th graders will be confirmed on Oct 26 at the 
10:00am service! They are currently working hard on their confirmation projects and you can help! Go to 
www.Bethany-denver.org/news and scroll down to see a list of many of the great projects our young people are 
working on.  

 Women of Bethany - Potluck Luncheon: Thursday, Oct 30, 11:00am-1:30pm, Silver Mesa Clubhouse in Palomino Park 
(SW area of Quebec Street and C470). In preparation for Reformation Day, Susan Sharkey is hosting the WoB. At 
least one protein, salad, dessert, and beverage will be provided. Bring anything to this Potluck or you can plan with 
a partner (or on your own) to link a food to Reformation themes. Register by Sunday, Oct 26 on the Bethany 
Connect app to get details.  

 Bethany’s Global Mission Ministry Team: Funds have been awarded to eight international partners and the team 
hopes to do even more this year as we share God’s generosity. If you know an international church, program, or 
project to recommend, including efforts like the Youth in Global Mission initiative, we’re accepting letters of 
introduction now. Please contact Deacon Debra at Debra@Bethany-Denver.org by Oct 31. Consider joining the 
team—you’re needed!  

 

 



 

 

 All Saints Sunday: Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” On Sunday, Nov 
2, we will give thanks to God for those who have been related to our life at Bethany and who have passed 
away since All Saints Sunday, 2024. As we continue to celebrate the hope and comfort of the resurrection, 
there will be a photo display of those who have passed away, and a member of the Pastoral Team will light 
a candle in memory of each of them and read the names aloud. All Saints will be celebrated both in person 
or online at both the 8:30am and 10:00am services. Brunch will be served in Fellowship Hall following the 
10:00 am service. Please bring your favorite breakfast casserole, sweets, breads or fruit to share.  

 Vitalant Blood Drive:  Bethany will be hosting a blood drive for Vitalant on Wednesday, Nov 5, in the 
Fellowship Hall from 9:00am-1:00pm. Vitalant shared a recent statistic that 1 in 7 patients need blood. 
Thank you for considering to contribute to this important medical need. To schedule an appointment, visit 
www.vitalant.org/donate and use blood drive code 0377 or call 877-258-4825. Please contact Janet 
Mortinsen if you have questions.  

 Home for the Holidays: This Outreach event helps LFSRM (Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains) 
welcome newcomers and connects with foster and adoptive families during the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Items needed: Pots and Pans, Electric Kettles, Rice Cookers. New Items Only!! Also needed are $50 Gift 
Cards from  Wal-Mart or King Soopers. Please deliver to the church no later than Sunday, Nov 9.  

 Senior Ministries: The gatherings continue on Tuesdays through May 20, 10:00am-1:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Any special activities will be communicated via our email list. If you'd like to be on the 
email list, contact Janet Boss at Janetb@Bethany-Denver.org. Join us for community fellowship, chapel, 
and lunch. Second and Fourth Tuesdays include special speakers & activities. Lunch is served at Noon each 
week, for a suggested donation of $10/person. Payment can be either online or by check/cash.  

 Breakfast help needed: Does your family or group like to cook? Does your family or group like to serve 
others? We are looking for interested people/families to help host a breakfast now and then for the 
Bethany Community. Please contact Gayle Newell at Gayle@Bethany-Denver.org or 303-758-2820.  

 Bethany has an App! The new Bethany Connect App features sermons, music, devotionals, meditations, 
and much, much more with new features added all the time! Download the Bethany Connect App in the 
Google Play or Apple App store.  

 REMINDER: If you haven’t already, please transition your recurring gift from Realm to Subsplash. If you 
need any assistance, please reach out to Josh Ehlers (Accountant) or Diane McAllen (Gifts Processor). 
Thank you all so much for your help with this transition!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and to see other announcements, please sign up for the email blasts 
 by contacting the office - 303.758.2820, or visit www.Bethany-Denver.org/Bethany-news/ 

https://www.bethany-denver.org/bethany-news/
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Things To Know About Worship 
 

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church 
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The 
pastoral team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon 
Debra Alba (she/her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak 
with you.  

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political 
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you 
are here. We are together for good!  

 Sunday Worship services: 8:30am Traditional - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy. 
10:00am Casual Blended – a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with 
music that spans multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. 
Worship leaders are generally dressed more casually.  

 Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but if it is 
more comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free to do so. 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. Jesus 
did not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.  

 Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for 
everyone.  If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, please speak with one of 
our staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support you. 

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the Sanctuary if 
you need a hearing assistance device. 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We 
always welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up! 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And enjoy 
your food outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children in 
the Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel 
comfortable in a variety of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 Fidget Station: We know that all of God’s children (young and old) are wonderfully and 
fearfully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. 
Available outside the Sanctuary’s north doors is a Fidget Station. Children and adults are 
invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth and presence 
in worship. Please return items to the station when you are finished. 

 Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. Grab 
one on the way in and return it on the way out. 

 Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an usher. The Nursery will not 
be staffed during our 10:00am service but you are welcome to use it with your child.  

 

 

Today’s flowers were given by Valerie & Steve Heuer in memory of their son, Will, who died three 
years ago today. God bless him.  


