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 Gathering  
 

 

Welcome                                                                                                                             Pastor Nate Preisinger  

To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 
  
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 

our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn                      There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy                                 ELW #588 
You are invited to face the cross as it enters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

2 



 

Kyrie 
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O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve 
your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things 
that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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 Word  

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                          Dennis Graham  

        Dear Lord, may the scriptures we read today ground us in the joy of the resurrection, that we might grow in God’s grace.  
        May we find opportunity to live out your Gospel message as we share this good news with the world. Amen. 

 

Lesson                                                           1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially intended 
for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that 
even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 

violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for 

that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

            The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel                                                         Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. God 
takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 

           The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2 And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them 
this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance. 8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’  
10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

      The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                                                                               Pastor Gary Sandberg 
 

Hymn of the Day                          What Wondrous Love is This                                 ELW #666 
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Pastor Nate Preisinger 
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers  

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace, please be seated. 

 Offering   

Abundantly Bethany                                                                                                                                    Jeff Finnin                        

     To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect. 

 Bethany Discipleship Class: sign up by Monday, Sep 22 

 For the Beauty of the Earth Mountain Outing: Saturday, Oct 4, Staunton State Park 
 

Offering                           
    You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts! 

August Financial Update: Total contributions for the month of August was $125,250.  
Thank you all for your generosity!  

• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at Bethany-Denver.org 

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code 

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113) 

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the silver plate at the doors as you exit 

 
Offering Music                                             Nothing at All                                                                 High Road 
Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble: Dave Craven, Neil Hanson, Koren Holden,  
                                                Rebecca Hubbard, Scott Nixon, Anne Warren 
 

You can have all the silver. You can have all the gold. 
You can have all the treasure the world could ever hold. 

But if you ain’t got Jesus, well, you ain’t got nothing at all. 
You can have all the power. You can have all the fame. 

You can have lots of titles tied onto your name. 
But if you ain’t got Jesus, well, you ain’t got nothing at all. 

You ain’t got nothin’ that’s ever going to last. It all burns, it’ll all be ash. 
When the sky rolls back, and the trumpet calls, 

If you ain’t got Jesus you ain’t got nothing at all. 
You can have all the good deeds. You can say all your prayers. 

You can shout Hallelujah; throw your hands in the air. 
But if you ain’t got Jesus, well, you ain’t got nothing at all. 
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 Meal  

Pastor Nate Preisinger

 

Celebration of Holy Communion  

Preface  
        It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
        ...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
        Our Father, who art in heaven,  
            hallowed be thy name, 
            thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  
            and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
            and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
        For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.       
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Communion Instruction 
Bethany welcomes all to receive the body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion. An usher will direct you 
forward where you can receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine, or pick up a pre-packaged 
communion set or a gluten-free communion set from the tray in front of your seating area. Groups are 
welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross 
their arms across their chests to receive a blessing. 
 

Communion Distribution 
 
Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Music                                  Fishers of Men                                                         Rhonda Vincent 
Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble: Dave Craven, Neil Hanson, Koren Holden,  
                                                 Rebecca Hubbard, Scott Nixon, Anne Warren 

                                                                                               
Rise and follow me. I'll make you worthy. 

Rise and follow me. I'll make you fishers of men. 
Peter, John, and James could never be the same 

After they heard him say, "I'll make you fishers of men." 
Cast your nets aside and join the battle tide. 

He will be your guide to make you fishers of men. 
Jesus bore the cross to gather in the lost. 

Oh, what a mighty cost to set us free from sin. 
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Liturgical Text and Music: From Sundays and Seasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006681, One License #A-705765 and CCLI #1825408 and Illustrated Ministries.  

 Sending  

Pastor Gary Sandberg 

Sending Hymn                               Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer                                                ELW #618 
You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center. 

Pastor Gary Sandberg 
As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany. 
Together we will: 

Worship and encounter a God who loves us; 
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division; 
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action. 
 

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord.  
                Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Toccata                                          Gordon Young 



 

Things To Know About - News & Events 

 Bethany Foundation scholarships and grants:  Scholarships are available to students attending Lutheran colleges. 

Lutheran colleges offer a smaller class size, like minded students and staff who serve as mentors helping students grow 

in faith and education. Consider a Lutheran college for your higher education. Send questions to Office@Bethany-

Denver.org. Grants are awarded to charitable Christian organizations, as well as those “who are doing the work of 

Christ”, however not for Capital Campaigns. If you are an advocate for a non-profit organization that could be served by 

a grant from the Foundation, please encourage your non-profit to apply for funds. Grant applications must be received by 

Sep 15.  Form is on the website under Resources, then Foundation. For questions email Foundation@Bethany-

Denver.org. 

 Metro Caring's Cornucopia Celebration and Fundraiser: Friday, Sep 19, 6:00-9:30pm, Mile High Station, 2027 W 

Colfax Avenue, Denver. Join Metro Caring to nourish what matters most: a community where everyone has a plate full 

of nutritious food, a safe home to live and grow, and a place to belong. Buy tickets at metrocaring.org/events/. Contact 

Kevin Dempsey at kmdmpsy@aol.com for more information or if you are interested in being part of a Bethany table at 

the event. 

 Women of Bethany (WOB) Fellowship: "Welcome Fall" luncheon Saturday, Sep 20, 11:30am, Zane’s Italian Bistro 

(www.zanesbistro.com), 3535 South Yosemite Street, Denver 80237 (near Hampden and Yosemite). Register by Sept 

17, on the Bethany Connect app or at the Register link on the Bethany email. If you wish to be notified of future 

gatherings via e-mail, contact Lizza Aalto at taalto@aol.com or Marilyn Narveson at msnarv73@gmail.com.  

 Walk to End Alzheimer's: Saturday Sep 20, Denver City Park. Many in our church have had loved ones afflicted with 

Alzheimer's and dementia of all forms. Join the Bethany Walkers team for this walk, or make a donation at www.alz.org/

walk. Find team "Bethany Walkers" then either click "Join our Team" and/or "Donate to the Team". Check-in begins at 

8:00am, Ceremonies begin at 9:30am. Meet in Bethany’s east parking lot at 7:00am to carpool/caravan. Contact Ed Blum 

303-506-4782 for more info.  

 Habitat for Humanity of Metro Denver/Holy Hammers: Go to the Holy Hammers Volunteer Hub to register - https://

vhub.at/HolyHammers. No prior construction experience necessary. Saturday, Sept 20 at Augustana Homes (5088 E 

Dakota Ave, Denver, CO, 80246) from 7:50am-3:30pm. Volunteers must be 16+. Please contact Kevin Dempsey at 

kmdmpsy@aol.com with questions or for more information.  

 Extreme Community Makeover - Faith Day: Saturday, Sep 20, 9:00am-3:00pm (or any portion thereof). It's a 

volunteer day focused on encouraging churches to come together and make an impact on the Denver Community - 

cleaning up neighborhoods, helping with yard work, etc. Sign up on the Bethany Connect app. For questions, contact 

Julie Bock at bockfam@comcast.net. All ages welcome - a great family & friends activity!  

 Christmas Decorating Team: Sunday, Sep 21, 11:20am, Room 210. Yes, it’s time to think about decorating the church 

for Christmas! If you love Christmas and love to decorate, you’re needed! Come hear about timelines, strategies, and 

how it’ll all get accomplished.  

 Rejoicing Spirits: Sunday, Sept 21, 4:00-6:00pm, Lord of the Hills Lutheran Church, 21755 E Smoky Hill Rd., Aurora. 

Rejoicing Spirits is an inclusive worship space for people with cognitive and intellectual disabilities, their caregivers, 

families and anyone who seeks an open, joyful and creative worship experience. If you would like more information 

regarding the Rejoicing Spirits experience or volunteering, please contact: Pastor Margot at pastor@lordofthehills.org.  

 Bethany Discipleship Class: Living Faith For a group of 12-20 that can commit to the program year. Explore seven 

practices of discipleship. Each practice will take 3 weeks as we Learn/Experience/Share together. Sign up on the Bethany 

Connect app by Monday, Sep 22.   

 Pet Blessing: Sunday, Oct 5 at the 10:00am service. Bring your pet, properly restrained, for a joyful 

service and then have them blessed at the end of the service. We’d love to show photos of your pets! 

Send them to this QR code by Oct 1. 

 For the Beauty of the Earth Mountain Outing: Saturday, Oct 4, Staunton State Park.  Meet at 7:45am at Bethany to 

carpool or at 8:45am at the park. Choose between 3 beautiful guided hikes at different levels. Register on the website at 

the link on the Bethany News article by Oct 3. You can find more information about the hikes there too. Once registered, 

Lizza Aalto will contact you via e-mail with additional details so you can sign up for the specific hike you prefer to take 

and to find out whether you wish to carpool from Bethany Lutheran Church or meet us at Staunton State Park.  

 Breakfast help needed: Does your family or group like to cook? Does your family or group like to serve others? We are 

looking for interested people/families to help host a breakfast now and then for the Bethany Community. Please contact 

Gayle Newell at Gayle@Bethany-Denver.org or 303-758-2820.  



 

 Breakfast with the Bible: This is a weekly Bible study Tuesdays, 9:00-10:00am in the church Library. The 

preacher for the upcoming Sunday will guide the discussion. All are welcome!  

 Bethany’s Global Mission Ministry Team: Funds have been awarded to eight international partners and the team 

hopes to do even more this year as we share God’s generosity. If you know an international church, program, or 

project to recommend, including efforts like the Youth in Global Mission initiative, we’re accepting letters of 

introduction now. Please contact Deacon Debra at  Debra@Bethany-Denver.org by by Oct 31. Consider joining the 

team—you’re needed! 

 Bethany has an App! The new Bethany Connect App features sermons, music, devotionals, meditations, and 

much, much more with new features added all the time! Download the Bethany Connect App in the Google Play or 

Apple App store.  

 Bethany Mugs: Want a “Sanctuary-approved” coffee mug? You can purchase one for $15 at the Mission Center. 

 

 

For more information and to see other announcements, please sign up for the email blasts 

 by contacting the office - 303.758.2820, or visit www.Bethany-Denver.org/Bethany-news/ 

https://www.bethany-denver.org/bethany-news/


 

Things To Know About Worship 

 Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church home, visit 

our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The pastoral team, consisting of 

Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon Debra Alba (she/her) and Director of 

Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak with you.  

 Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political affiliation. All 

are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you are here. We are 

together for good!  

 Sunday Worship services: 8:30am Traditional Formal - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy. 

10:00am Casual Blended – a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that 

spans multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. Worship leaders are 

generally dressed more casually.  

 Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but if it is more 

comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free to do so. 

 Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. Jesus did not 

place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.  

 Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the Sanctuary if you need 

a hearing assistance device. 

 Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians, 

Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always 

welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up! 

 You are welcome to bring beverages into the Sanctuary but please use a covered container. And enjoy your food 

outside the Sanctuary (although we understand small children may need snacks!). 

 Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children in the 

Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel comfortable in a variety 

of spaces on Sunday mornings: 

 Fidget Station: We know that all of God’s children (young and old) are wonderfully and fearfully 

made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. Available outside the 

Sanctuary’s north doors is a Fidget Station. Children and adults are invited to use these fidgets and 

art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth and presence in worship. Please return items to the 

station when you are finished. 

 Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. Grab one on 

the way in and return it on the way out. 

 Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an usher. The Nursery will not be 

staffed during our 8:30am service but you are welcome to use it with your child.  

 

Today’s flowers were given by Linda Seidl-Ducnuigeen in memory of her husband, Dean L. Ducnuigeen who 

passed away on September 11, 2024.  


