BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

4500 EAST HAMPDEN AVENUE | CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE, CO 80113
WWW.BETHANY-DENVER.ORG | 303.758.2820

&>

DITIONAL SERVICE

3:30AM

OCTOBER 18, 2026



W  (GATHERING X

PRELUDE Largo in G G. F. Handel

WELCOME Pastor Gary Sandberg

To fill out your digital connection card, go to www.tinyurl.com/BethanyConnect.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Thy Strong Word (vs. 1-4) ELW 511
You are invited to face the cross as it enters.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - i1a  with-out end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Pastor Gary Sandberg
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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HyMN oF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created
for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

X WORD

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Sylvia Boedeker

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

> We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by
God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the
Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith
in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a
living and true God '° and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First
they ask if God's people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Glory to you Oh Lord.

'3 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. ' So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with
partiality. '” Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '® But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? '* Show me the
coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. ° Then he said to them, “Whose head is
this and whose title?” ! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” ? When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON Own it: Ceaser's/God's Pastor Gary Sandberg



Hymn of the Day O God of Mercy, God of Light ELW 714
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to love them all n you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 6 And may your Holy Spirit move
may we cach other’s burdens share; all those who live to live in love,
may we, where help is needed, there till you receive in heav’n above
give help as though to you. all those who live in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Musie: Just as I Am, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896



APOSTLES’ CREED Garth Englund III
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

BLESSING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace please be seated.

% Offering X

ABUNDANTLY BETHANY Pastor Gary Sandberg

* Troop 712 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - Today
e Confirmation Service - Oct. 25 10am
* All Saints Sunday - Nov. 1

OFFERING
You can give in the following ways, Thank you for your gifts!

On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at
Bethany-Denver.org
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Unlock your phone, hold near the NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to
appear

* Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113)

* Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the plate as it is passed



ANTHEM Green Pastures Avril Gearheart & Ralph Stanley
Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble:

Koren Holden, Anne Warren, Julie Schwabauer, Scott Nixon, Rick Seaton

Troubles and trials often betray those, on in the weary body to stray.
But we shall walk beside the still waters with the Good Shepherd leading the way.
Those who have strayed were sought by the Master,
He who once gave his life for the sheep.

Out on the mountain, still he is searching, bringing them in forever to keep.
Going up home to live in green pastures, where we shall live and die nevermore.
Even the Lord will be in that number, when we shall reach that heavenly shore.

We will not heed the voice of the stranger, for he would lead us on to despair.

Following on with Jesus our savior, we shall all reach that country so fair.

X Meal =

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE Pastor Gary Sandberg

CELEBRATION OF HoLy COMMUNION
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The Lordbe with you.  And al-so  with you. Lift up  your hearts.
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We lift themto  the Lord. Let us give.  thanks to  the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

CoMMUNION INSTRUCTION

Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol
free; gluten-free options are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together.
Those who are not receiving communion are invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive
a blessing.

11



CoMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

LaAMB or Gop
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CommunioN Music Humble Heart Jess Ray

Bethany Bluegrass Ensemble:

Koren Holden, Anne Warren, Julie Schwabauer, Scott Nixon, Rick Seaton

I want a humble heart. Oh, how I have so much to learn.

Cause pride, it isn t worth it. It makes me lonely, leaves me stranded.
When I, I never wanted to be alone, and it’ll all be alright over bread and wine.
Would you come and dine with me?

I want to walk in love. Oh, how I have so much to learn.

And let s gather around the table, and share stories till the sun goes down,
And secrets till the stars fill the skies.

And we’ll laugh about tomorrow, and we’ll drown all our sorrows.

12



ComMmunioN HymnN

Break Now the Bread of Life

ELW 460

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 1826—1888

TABLE BLESSING
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to  me, as  when you
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I seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
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BENEDICTION Pastor Gary Sandberg
SENDING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown ELW 550
You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

Dismissal

Pastor Gary Sandberg
As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany.
Together we will:

Worship and encounter a God who loves us;

Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division;
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action.

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Joyous Day John Leavitt



Things to Know About News & Events

Worship:
e Confirmation Service: Oct. 25 10am

* All Saints Sunday: Nov. 1
Education/Faith Formation:

* Sunday Adult Education - 9:45 in room 210, 11:30 in Chapel
Hospitality:

* End of life planning. Tuesday, October 20 10:30am
* Women of Bethany! Save the date of October 27, Tuesday at 11:30

* XYZ Halloween Party When was the last time you attended a Halloween Party?
Oct 27 10am

* All Saints' Day Brunch Potluck Sunday, November 1, 2026 @ 11:30 AM
Qutreach:
* Outreach Team: Project Angel Heart delivering meals on Oct 24

* Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains — Home for the Holidays
Donation Drive Nov 4

* Global Mission: Bethany’s Global Mission Ministry proposals- Nov 17

* Integrated Family Community Services (IFCS) Fresh Thanks - Sat, Nov 21

* LFSRM’s Refugee Youth Empowerment Program Needs SUPPLIES!
Other:

* Troop 712 TODAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST fundraiser - in the Fellowship Hall
after both services

e Confirmation Project - Emily Moy - donations can be dropped off in the Fellowship
Hall today.

Look for full details for all our news and events on the Bethany
website: Bethany-denver.org/news



Things To Know About Worship

Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church
home, visit our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The pastoral
team, consisting of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon Debra Alba
(she/her) and Director of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak with you.

Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you
are here. We are together for good!

Sunday Worship services: (8:30am Traditional) - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy.
(10:00am Casual Blended) a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music
that spans multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. Worship
leaders are generally dressed more casually.

Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but if it is
more comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free to do so.

Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. Jesus did
not place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.

Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for
everyone. Ifat any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, please speak with one of our
staff or designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support you.

Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the Sanctuary if
you need a hearing assistance device.

Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild,
Musicians, Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen.
We always welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up!

Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children in the
Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel comfortable in a
variety of spaces on Sunday mornings:

Fidget Station: We know that all of God’s children (young and old) are wonderfully and fear
fully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship.

Available outside the Sanctuary’s north doors is a Fidget Station. Children and adults are
invited to use these fidgets and art supplies to aid in your spiritual growth and presence in
worship. Please return items to the station when you are finished.

Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. Pick one up
on the way in and return it on the way out.

Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an usher.



