
OCTOBER 11, 2026



 GATHERING 

PRELUDE Prelude on "Morning has Broken" A. Royce Eckhardt

Alice Crawford, guest organist

Songs without Words Gustav Holst
Carillons, dir. Nolan Oltjenbruns

WELCOME Pastor Nate Preisisnger

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
You are invited to face the cross as it enters.

GREETING Pastor Gary Sandberg

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

5



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance.
Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into
a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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 WORD 

LESSON: Philippians 4:1-9 Koren Holden

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and
give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our
hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and
heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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SERMON Own It: The Robe Pastor Gary Sandberg

ANTHEM Come, Come Unto Me Ken Dusso

Chancel Choir, dir. Kirk Schjodt

APOSTLES’ CREED Pastor Nate Preisinger

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, ourLord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

PRAYERS

BLESSING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace please be seated.

ABUNDANTLY BETHANY Pastor Nate Preisinger

• Outdoor adventure
• Outreach Ministry Fair

OFFERING
You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts!
• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at

Bethany-Denver.org

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code

• Unlock your phone, hold near the NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113)

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the plate as it is passed

Come, come unto me, all you who are weary, all who are weak, tired and lonely.

Come, come unto me, strong arms will enfold you, and lift you up.

Come, come unto me, bring all your burdens. Show me your wounds and I’ll soothe them.

Come now and drink now of my goodness and rest your soul.

All are invited; there’s none who aren’t welcome to know of my comfort and peace.

My arms are opened and my voice is calling to come, simply trust and believe.

Oh, come, come unto me, live with me forever. All those who seek me will find me!

OFFERING MUSIC The Voyage Ron Mallory

Carillons, dir. Nolan Oltjenbruns
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew. Glory to you O Lord
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the
invitation is not to be taken lightly.

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited
to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those
who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them,
and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall
was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’And he
was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few
are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED Pastor Nate Preisinger

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, ourLord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virginMary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

BLESSING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a blessing of peace with others around you. After sharing the Peace please be seated.

 Offering 
ABUNDANTLY BETHANY Pastor Nate Preisinger

• Outdoor adventure
• Outreach Ministry Fair

OFFERING
You can give in the following ways; Thank you for your gifts!
• On our website, find the GIVE button in the header or under the Get Involved tab at

Bethany-Denver.org

• Through SubSplash - Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR Code

• Unlock your phone, hold near the NFC card (on pew back), and wait for the notification to appear

• Mail in your check to the office (4500 E. Hampden Ave. Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113)

• Sunday mornings, drop your offering in the plate as it is passed

OFFERING MUSIC The Voyage Ron Mallory

Carillons, dir. Nolan Oltjenbruns
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 Meal 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE Pastor Nate Preisinger

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

SANCTUS
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BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Receive communion by dipping the bread into the wine. Pre-packaged communion sets are alcohol free; gluten-free options
are available. Groups are welcome to visit a communion station together. Those who are not receiving communion are
invited to cross their arms across their chest to receive a blessing.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/CANDLE LIGHTING

Candle Lighting Instruction
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LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNIONMUSIC You Do Not Walk Alone Elaine Hagenberg

Chancel Choir, dir Kirk Schjodt

May you see God’s light on the path ahead when the road you walk is dark.

May you always hear, even in your hour of sorrow, the gentle singing of the lark.

When times are hard may hardness never turn your heart to stone,

May you always remember when the shadows fall, you do not walk alone.
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COMMUNION HYMN Now the Silence ELW 460

TABLE BLESSING
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 SENDING 
BENEDICTION Pastor Gary Sandberg

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart ( vs.1-4) ELW 873
You are invited to face the cross as it recesses to the center.

Dismissal Pastor Gary Sandberg

As we go forth into the week ahead we remember our calling as the people of Bethany.
Together we will:

Worship and encounter a God who loves us;
Embrace healthy dialogue that promotes unity over division;
Respond to the needs of the world through generosity and action.

With this as our mission, go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Fantasy on "Lobe Den Herren" Aaron David Miller



Things to KnowAbout News & Events
Worship:

• Choir for middle & high school students: Spiritus rehearsals on Sundays from 11:20-12:00 10/25, 11/15,
12/13,12/20

Education/Faith Formation:

• Sunday Adult Education - 9:45 in room 210, 11:30 in Chapel

• Summer 2027 trip! Info Meeting -Today, Room 412, 11:30-12:15

Hospitality:

• Bethany OutdoorAdventures: Sat Oct 17

• Understanding Your Grief Support Group: on Sundays 10/18 – 11/22 and 12/6 – 12/13 from 11:15 –
12:45

• End of life planning. Tuesday, October 20 10:30am

• Women of Bethany! Save the date of October 27, Tuesday at 11:30

• Halloween PartyWhen was the last time you attended a Halloween Party? Oct 27 10am

• All Saints' Day Brunch Potluck Sunday, November 1, 2026 @ 11:30 AM

Outreach:

• Outreach Ministry Fair:Today in Fellowship hall

• Family Promise: Oct. 4-11

• Outreach Team: Project Angel Heart delivering meals on Oct 24

• Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains – Home for the Holidays Donation Drive Nov 4

• Global Mission: Bethany’s Global Mission Ministry proposals- Nov 17

• Integrated Family Community Services (IFCS) Fresh Thanks - Sat, Nov 21

• LFSRM’s Refugee Youth Empowerment Program Needs SUPPLIES!

Other:

• ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) @ Bethany – Wed evenings

Look for full details for all our news and events on the Bethany website:

Bethany-denver.org/news

Candle Lighting for Mental Health: TODAY is our annual Candle lighting for Mental Health to
highlight mental health awareness. During both worship services, there will be candles at the altar
for the congregation to light in honor of themselves or someone who is afflicted with a mental illness
in their lives during communion. A great resource for information or support is the National Alliance
on Mental Illness or NAMI (www.nami.org). 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline for anyone facing mental
health struggles, emotional distress, or a crisis is another great resource. If you have further
questions or would like to talk with one of the Pastoral Team, please feel free to contact Pastor Gary,
Pastor Nate, Deacon Debra or Janet Mortinsen, through the main church office at 303-758-2820.



Things To KnowAbout Worship

Welcome to Bethany! If you have questions or would like to consider making Bethany your church home, visit
our website, Bethany-Denver.org, or stop by the Newcomer Nook after worship. The pastoral team, consisting
of Pastor Gary Sandberg (he/him), Pastor Nate Preisinger (he/him), Deacon Debra Alba (she/her) and Director
of Pastoral Care Janet Mortinsen (she/her), is available to speak with you.

Bethany Lutheran Church values people of diverse race, sexual identity, ethnicity, and political
affiliation. All are welcome at Bethany Lutheran Church and this community is enriched because you are here.
We are together for good!

Sunday Worship services: (8:30am Traditional) - worship follows traditional Lutheran liturgy.
(10:00am Casual Blended) a flow of worship that includes the elements of Lutheran worship with music that
spans multiple genres and brings some creative ways to engage the theme of the day. Worship leaders are
generally dressed more casually.

Participating in Worship: There will be times during worship when you are invited to stand, but if it is more
comfortable or more meaningful for you to remain seated, please feel free to do so.

Communion Statement: Everyone gathered for worship is invited to take part in Communion. Jesus did not
place any barriers around who received communion and neither does Bethany.

Safety: Bethany Lutheran Church is committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for
everyone. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or have concerns, please speak with one of our staff or
designated leaders. We are here to listen and to support you.

Hearing Assistance Device: Please see the Sound Tech in the A/V booth at the rear of the Sanctuary if you
need a hearing assistance device.

Worship Servants: Thank you to all the A/V team, Ushers, Communion Servers, Altar Guild, Musicians,
Embrace Volunteers and Sacristans for your work to greet people and make worship happen. We always
welcome Worship Servants - go to www.signupschedule.com/Bethany to sign up!

Children at Bethany: Children and youth are a blessing from God and we love having children in the
Sanctuary! Additionally, we offer several options for children and families to feel comfortable in a variety of
spaces on Sunday mornings:

Fidget Station:We know that all of God’s children (young and old) are wonderfully and fear
fully made in the image of God. And, at Bethany, ALL are welcome to worship. Available outside the
Sanctuary’s north doors is a Fidget Station. Children and adults are invited to use these fidgets and art
supplies to aid in your spiritual growth and presence in worship. Please return items to the station when
you are finished.

Busy Bags: Near the Sanctuary doors you will find premade bags perfect for littles. Pick one up
on the way in and return it on the way out.

Nursery: For directions to our Nursery, please speak with an usher.


