
Item 9

First Sheshbazzar, then
Zerubbabel led groups
of Jewish exiles back

to Judah between about
537 and 522 BC

Area conquered by 
Cambyses in 525 BC;

Egypt frequently rebelled
against Persian rule

from ca. 500 BC onward

Temple rebuilt and
dedicated in

515 BC

Ezra leads a group of
Jews back to Jerusalem; he
was appointed minister of

religious affairs by Artaxerxes
458 BC

 Nehemiah hears of dire
conditions in Judah and

returns to Jerusalem under
royal appointment

445 BC

Damascus
Dan

Rabbah
(Amman)

Ecbatana

Tadmor

Shechem

Sais

Hazor

Memphis

Rezeph

Gozan
Halah

Carchemish Haran

Tyre

Byblos

Avva
Sepharvaim

Sidon

Jerusalem

Aleppo

Hamath
Qatna

Nippur
Susa

Sippar
Opis

Riblah

Tarsus

Babylon

Arpad

Ur
Uruk

Borsippa

Ezion-geber

Cuthah

PERSIAN
GULF

CASPIAN
SEA

Gulf
of

Aqaba

Gulf
of

Suez

MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

DEAD SEA

Euphrates River 

T
igris     River 

Kerkha River 

 H
ab

or
   

R
iv

er
 

Balikh
River

 D
iy

al
a 

  R
iv

er
 

Chebar
River

N
ile

 R
iv

er
 

Jordan River

CILICIA

EGYPT

S y r o -
A r a b i a n
D e s e r t  

Sinai

Cyprus

  Tau r u s  Mts .  

Z
a

g
r o

s  M
t s .  

E l b u r z   M t s .  

M
e

s o
p

o t a m
i a  

50 E

30 N

40 E

0 100 200 300 Miles

0 100 200 300 Kilometers

Cyrus plunders
the Median capital,

550 BC

Cyrus defeats the
Babylonian army
at Opis, 539 BC

Sardis falls to 
Persian forces in 

546 BC

Cyrus establishes
his capital at
Pasargadae

Cyrus wins
a victory over

the Medes

Cyrus and his
troops enter 

Babylon, 539 BC
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THE CONQUESTS OF
CYRUS THE GREAT

City

Kingdom capital

Battle

Mountain peak

Cyrus’s route

Direction of
Cyrus’s campaigns
from 546–530 BC

Border of areas
conquered by Cyrus

THE RETURNS OF JEWISH
EXILES TO JUDAH

City

City (uncertain location)

Sheshbazzar’s and 
Zerubbabel’s route

Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s route

Cyrus’s Persian Empire

THE EDICT OF CYRUS: EZRA 1:1-4; 6:1-5
THE RETURNS: EZRA 1–2; 7–8;

NEHEMIAH 1–2


