St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
408 West Catholic St.
Box 376
Pierceton, IN 46562
Offwe 574-594-5750
Website: www.sfxpierceton.org

Facchook: StErancisXavierPierceton
Father Daniel m::r:\c_«g Pastor

Email: fatheres
Secretary: Dulcie Stevens
Email: office@sfxpierceton.or

Masses:Saturday at 4:00pm

Sunday at 7:30 (Memorial -Labor Day) & 9:00am
Tuesday — Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days: check bulletin, Facebook, or website
Adoration: 1st Friday of the Month Following 8am Mass
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 — 3:30 pm, Other times by request
Parish Office Hours: Tuesdays 11am-4:30pm
Blessing of Homes: please contact the Parish Office.

Homebound: Wishing to receive Communion? Please contact the parish oftice.

Anointing of the Sick is available anytime, please contact the parish office.
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated as needed.

One parent must be a practicing Catholic. One godparent must be a Catholic
at least 15 years of age. Contact the Parish Office for more info and to
schedule.

Marriage: Anyone contemplating marriage in the Catholic Church must be a
practicing Catholic. Father must be contacted six months prior to the
wedding. Prenuptial requirements must be completed prior to the wedding.
Contact the Parish Office.

In the Event of a Death: Please notify the parish office

Those interested in being put on a prayer list: Please contact the parish
office. There is also a form on the website.

Register w/the Parish:There are registration forms on the bulletin board at
the back of church, feel free to fill one out and throw it in the collection
basket. Or you may register on our website.

Knights of Columbus: Meet every 1™ Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm
Women’s Fellowship: Meet every 1% Friday for Mass/adoration, then meet
up for breakfast

Parish & Financial Councils: Meet the 2" Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm
For job openings in the diocese visit:https://diocesefwsb.org/hr/

For more events in the diocese or to subscribe to Today’s Catholic

visit: https://todayscatholic.org/ (digital subscription is free!)

Readings for:19th Sunday of Ordinary Times, Year A
Reading 1 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a
Psalm Psalm 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14

Reading 2 Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:22-33

Gospel

ﬂgﬁdo of Sunday: Revelation of God and the Revelation of
Christ. The first reading and the Gospel have the same theme, the
revelation of the face of God. In the first reading God manifests
himself to Elijah in a completely new way, different from the pagan
gods and from the way to which Israel was accustomed. In the
gospel we have a further revelation of God, through Jesus who
comes, like the God of the Old Testament, as a master of the sea,
giving his own divine power to humans. The second reading
touches on the same theme as it reminds us of the difficulties Paul
had to face. We could say that he was saved by Jesus who stretched
out his hand to him, Just as he did to Peter.

Sometime, somehow, you’ve had an experience that lets you
see a different reality. Just as today’s first reading tells us of
Elijah’s experience of God. The Lord God was not present in the
earth-shaking “theatrical” ways we might expect. Yahweh was
present in a whisper. The special effects were not clues of God’s
presence. The simplicity of a whisper caused Elijah to hide his face.

Similarly, the disciples in the boat nearly jumped out of their
skins seeing Jesus approach. Peter put this apparition to the test and
was himself tested: Why did you falter? Why did you not believe?
Peter’s faith was strong enough for him to begin the walk, but he
was frightened. We too begin walking toward the Lord but falter.
It’s then that Jesus reaches down and picks us up. The presence of
the Lord breaks through the mundane and invites us to a deeper way
of seeing. Surprised, we find ourselves appreciating the beauty of
our world and knowing God’s love for us.: We respond to the
invitation and begin to move closer to the Lord, only to find our
knees weakened. Jesus then reaches out and strengthens us for our
journey toward the light. St. John Paul II said, * Apart from the
mercy of God, there 1s no source of hope for mankind.” St. Mother
Teresa said, ** God is a friend of silence.” So, work silently in your
lows; stay humble in your highs. Quiet the mind and the soul will
speak.



INTRODUCING VIBRANT CATHOLIC

In July, the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend launched
Vibrant Catholic, a new quarterly magazine that will inspire
faith, deepen formation, and highlight the life of the Church
throughout our diocese. The magazine features stories of
Christian witness, catechetical resources, diocesan news,
Spanish-language content, and a message from Bishop
Rhoades.

As the diocese transitions from the Today’s Catholic weekly
print newspaper to a more mission-focused
communications model, Vibrant Catholic will help
strengthen unity and support evangelization across our
local Church.

The magazine will be mailed free of charge to househaolds
that support the Annual Bishop’s Appeal. If you have not
yet made a gift and would like to receive Vibrant Catholic,
please consider participating in the Appeal. Every gift
supports our shared mission!

To learn more, visit
_ fwsb.org/vibrant-cath

ST. AUGUSTINE MEN’S GROUP:

If you struggle with addiction to pornography or sexual struggles, you
are invited to be made new. With groups meeting in Fort Wayne and
South Bend, the lives of men have been transformed because of their
willingness to change, to be honest, and to seek connection not only
with God but with their fellow brothers through the Saint Augustine
Men’s Group. Meetings focus on the positive and what we can do to
overcome our daily struggles. Discover a path to true freedom by
visiting diocesefwsb.org/augustine or e-mailing
staugustinefwsb(@gmail.com
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Parish Volunteers Wanted:
Looking for a way to volunteer or participate more in the parish?
We are still in need of a few more counter volunteers for
collections for the 1** & 2" Sundays of the month. Counting
happens after Mass on Sunday. Contact the office for more
info.The Parish Council would love to welcome more Saturday
Mass parishioners to the council. We are always looking for more
usher/greeters, gift bearers, lectors and Eucharistic ministers or
choir members. So we invite you to share your gifts with the
Lord. If you would like to volunteer to help at Mass please
contact the office at office(@sfxpierceton.org.

United In Mission - Annual Bishop's Appeal:

The Annual Bishop’s Appeal invites each of us to participate
in the life and mission of the Church across our diocese.
Your generosity helps strengthen our parishes and schools,
provide formation for seminarians and clergy, and serve
those most in need through diocesan ministries and Catholic
Charities. As Bishop Rhoades reminds us, we are called to
be the “salt of the earth and light of the world.” Thank you
for your generosity and for helping our diocese continue this
mission together. Learn more and make your gift at
diocesefwsb.org/aba
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Please Keep in Your Prayers this Week:
Sue DeLaCruz, Tom & Jena Brovont, Brent Widman, Belia Moran,
Kathy Biltz, Donald Gebert, Dan Gagnon & Maggie Elpusan,

Last Week’s Collection:
Loose: § 338 Envelopes: $1,335
ABA Goal: $10,170.26 Current Pledges: $5,270

Local Food Pantry: ltem of the week-Soups!
Mass Intentions for the Week and Activities:
Saturday, August 8, 3:00 Reconciliation
4:00 Special Intention
Sunday,August 9, 19th Sunday of Ordinary Times
7:30 Qur Panish
9:00 +Joseph Kummer
Monday, August 10, No Mass
Tuesday, August 11, 8:00 Mass + Nancy Gaunt
6:30 Parish & Financial Councils
Wednesday, August 12, 8am Mass +Mario Martinez
Thursday, August 13, 8am Mass Living & Deceased of
Landrigan & Weaver Families
Friday, August 14, 8am Mass +Leo Dahm
Saturday, August 15, 3:00 Reconciliation
4:00 +Dave & Kay Harter
Sunday,August 16, 20th Sunday of Ordinary Times
7:30 Our Parish
9:00 +Mike Marshal
Upcoming Calendar Events:

Sunday, August 9th, Shoes & Dos 2-4pm
Tuesday, August 11th, Parish/Financial Council 6:30pm
Sunday, August 30th, RE Registration Following Mass

Sunday, September 6th, Last 7:30 Mass of Season

Monday, September 7th  Labor Day

Sunday, September 13th, Annual Breakfast Following Mass
Sunday, September 13th, Religious Education starts

Ministers Schedule:

Saturday,August 15, 4:00pm

Extraerdinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Sandy Miner
Lectors: Bill Johnson Sr.

Sunday, August 16, 9:00am
fxtraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Tracy Gaunt
Lector: The Penninger Family



