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Natasha L. Durant, MPA, is the Chief Executive Officer of Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey and the first African American woman in the council's history to lead the organization. A lifelong advocate for girls, women, leadership, and equity, Natasha brings more than 25 years of experience within the Girl Scout Movement and is a Lifetime Member of Girl Scouts of the USA.
As CEO, Natasha provides strategic leadership for the council's operations, organizational culture, fundraising, community engagement, and mission advancement. Prior to assuming this role, she spent 18 years with Girl Scouts of Central & Southern New Jersey, where she served as Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, helping to elevate the visibility, reach, and impact of Girl Scouting.
A doctoral candidate at Vanderbilt University, Natasha is pursuing her Doctor of Education in Leadership and Learning in Organizations. Her research focuses on the Glass Cliff phenomenon, examining the experiences of women of color who ascend to executive leadership during periods of organizational crisis, instability, or heightened risk. Through this work, she seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of leadership equity, organizational culture, and the systemic challenges facing women of color in executive roles. She anticipates defending her dissertation research in May 2028.
Natasha's commitment to leadership, advocacy, and community service has earned her numerous honors, including the 2026 NOBLE NJ Community Service Award, one of her most recent recognitions. She was inducted into Rutgers University's African American Alumni Alliance Hall of Fame in 2021, named among New Jersey's Top 25 Leading Women Entrepreneurs, and recognized twice on the ROI-NJ Influencers: People of Color list. Additional honors include South Jersey Biz's Women to Watch and the Leadership Excellence Award from Citrin Cooperman's Women at the Wheel initiative. In 2016, she was inducted into Pi Alpha Alpha, the National Honor Society for Public Affairs and Administration.
Natasha earned a Master of Public Administration with a concentration in Nonprofit Leadership from Rutgers University and a Bachelor of Arts from Trenton State College. She also holds executive certificates in Nonprofit Leadership and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion from Fairleigh Dickinson University and Cornell University.
Her leadership within the Girl Scout Movement extends beyond the council level. Natasha was selected to serve on Girl Scouts of the USA's National Convention Action Team for four National Council Sessions, assuming increasing levels of responsibility over a 12-year period. She also represented Girl Scouts of the USA as a delegate to the 35th World Conference of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. In 2022, she served as a speaker for the U.S. Department of State, traveling to Saudi Arabia to provide training focused on girl leadership, service, and women's empowerment.
Natasha's commitment to developing future leaders is deeply personal. For more than a decade, she served as a Girl Scout Co-Leader in Plainfield, New Jersey, leading a multilevel, multicultural troop of 32 girls and creating meaningful opportunities for leadership development, travel, community service, and personal growth.
She currently serves on Girl Scouts of the USA's Impact & Belonging Steering Committee and previously served on its National Marketing & Communications Advisory Committee. A 2019 Lead New Jersey alumna, Natasha has also contributed her expertise to the Rutgers University School of Public Affairs and Administration Alumni Advisory Board.
Beyond Girl Scouts, Natasha has dedicated significant time to civic engagement and community leadership. She served as Treasurer and immediate past Vice President of the Barbados-American Charitable Organization of New Jersey and is a proud lifetime member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. Her service to the sorority includes leadership as President of the Iota Beta Chapter, Co-Chair of the Arts & Letters Committee, and membership on the Fundraising and Mental & Physical Health Committees.
An educator as well as an executive, Natasha has served as an Adjunct Professor at Rutgers University–Newark and St. Francis College in Brooklyn, sharing her professional experience and passion for leadership with emerging professionals.
Natasha is also an entrepreneur who understands the power of vision, creativity, and ownership. She founded 3KeyEvents, a wedding and special event planning company, and Home Drum LLC, an enterprise dedicated to reconnecting Barbadian descendants with their heritage and encouraging meaningful engagement and investment in Barbados.
A dual citizen of Barbados and the United States, Natasha takes great pride in her Barbadian roots and the values of family, service, and perseverance that have shaped her journey. She credits much of her success to the unwavering support and example of her parents, Ricky and Marcia Durant, and her daughters, Naomi and Chelsea.
Whether leading an organization, teaching emerging leaders, advocating for women and girls, or serving her community, Natasha's work is grounded in a deeply held belief: Leadership is not simply about the positions we hold, but the opportunities we create, the lives we touch, and the legacy we leave for those who follow.
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