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Why is a tested U-Factor better than a calculated R-Value?
Tested U-Factor Calculated R-Value

• U-Factor tests the whole installed assembly which 
includes section joint, lites, stile attachment, etc. -  
more relevant to thermal performance

• Only one section is calculated and provides the  
insulating effect through the “center” of a door section  
only, not the entire door

• Third party tested and validated by the program  
administrator

• Independently calculated by each manufacturer -  
not validated

• All manufacturers using the same testing methods 
ANSI/DASMA 105

• No testing standard resulting in a wide interpretation  
of the calculation

• Tests measure the actual heat/energy transfer • Calculates the resistance to thermal transfer
• All manufacturer results will be a direct comparison  

to one another








