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Give Your Jigsaw Puzzles a Second Life!
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Introduction
Don’t toss that Jigsaw Puzzle…Turn it into a masterpiece!

This book is your guide to turning used jigsaw puzzle pieces into 
colorful, creative, and educational crafts. Whether you’re a parent, 
teacher, or crafter, you’ll find fun and easy projects that give new life 
to puzzles played once and then forgotten.

Puzzle piece crafts are more than just cute! It’s a great way to reuse 
jigsaw puzzles that are missing pieces! Plus ,the crafts help build fine 
motor skills, encourage focus, and spark problem-solving in a hands-
on way. 

With so many jigsaw puzzles gathering dust in closets or missing a few 
pieces, this book shows how to transform what’s often thrown away 
into something truly special.

Open the jigsaw puzzle box, spill out the pieces, and let the creativity 
begin…One puzzle piece at a time.

Have Fun!
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Where to Find Jigsaw Puzzles for Your Crafts

Ever walked into a thrift store and found a pile of jigsaw puzzles for just a 

few pennies? Old puzzles, jigsaw puzzles, missing puzzle pieces and puzzles 

are everywhere, if, you know where to look.

Of course, you might already have a bunch of jigsaw puzzles in your closet. 

Or maybe in your basement. Even if you don’t have any, you might have 

friends who have puzzles they have played but no longer want. 

Try these locations if you’re looking for low cost, reusable colorful jigsaw 

puzzles for crafts:

•Garage Sales – People often sell incomplete puzzles for cheap, and sometimes you can 

get them for free if you ask!

•Thrift Stores – A treasure trove for second-hand puzzles, often available for just a few 

cents or a dollar.

•Libraries – There always seems to be a few puzzles at the library foyer when they give 

away items that were donated (or are no longer used.)

•Friends & Family – Ask around; someone always has an old puzzle collecting dust that 

they’d love to get rid of.

•Community Centers & Schools – Some donate extra puzzles for crafting projects or 

educational use. Many schools clean out old supplies at the end of the year, and puzzles 

are often included in donation piles.

Searching for used puzzles is not only 
budget-friendly but also a great way to 
give new life to forgotten items. There 
is no reason to trash jigsaw puzzles if 
there is another life we can offer them 
by using them as crafts. Many of the 
jigsaw puzzles I have found may have 
missing pieces which adds to their 
charm when turned into crafts.



How to Clean Used Jigsaw Puzzle Pieces for Crafting

If you’ve ever pulled out an old puzzle from the back of a closet or garage 

shelf, you’ve probably noticed the dust, dirt, or musty smell that can come 

with it. Puzzle pieces, especially those made of cardboard or wood, tend to 

absorb the conditions of where they’ve been stored. Before turning them 

into fun crafts, it’s a good idea to give them a gentle but thorough cleaning.

Luckily, cleaning used puzzle pieces is easy and doesn’t take much time. You 

just need a little care and the right method to avoid damaging the pieces. 

Below are two simple ways to clean puzzle pieces before using them for 

classroom projects or at-home crafts.

Method One: Vacuum and Wipe

This is the best method if the puzzle is mostly clean but dusty or a bit dirty. It works well 

for puzzles that have been stored indoors.

Step 1: Vacuum Loose Debris

Lay out the puzzle pieces on a clean surface. Using the soft brush attachment on your 

vacuum, gently sweep over the pieces. This will remove any loose dust, crumbs, or pet 

hair. Be careful not to vacuum up the smaller pieces. If you’re worried, you can put a 

piece of mesh or pantyhose over the vacuum nozzle to catch anything small.

Step 2: Wipe Each Piece

Dampen a paper towel with warm, soapy water. Use just a tiny bit of dish soap but 

nothing harsh. The towel should be damp, not dripping wet. One by one, wipe the front 

and back of each puzzle piece. Be gentle and avoid scrubbing. The goal is to clean without 

soaking the cardboard.

Step 3: Dry Flat in Sunlight

Place the pieces on a dry towel in a single layer. Let them air dry in a sunny spot. The sun 

will help dry them quickly and can also help remove any odors. Don’t stack or overlap the 

pieces while drying.



How to Clean Used Jigsaw Puzzle Pieces for Crafting

Method Two: Colander Shake and Wipe

This is a great option if you’ve picked up an old puzzle at a yard sale, thrift store, or flea 

market. It helps remove dust, bits of dirt, or anything stuck to the pieces.

Step 1: Use a Colander to Remove Dirt

Place a batch of puzzle pieces into a plastic colander or mesh strainer. Gently shake or 

toss the pieces. This helps loosen and remove dirt, sand, or any bits stuck in the cracks of 

the pieces.

Step 2: Wipe Down One by One

Just like the first method, use a damp paper towel with a tiny bit of soap. Gently wipe 

both sides of each puzzle piece. Don’t soak the pieces. Cardboard and wood can warp 

easily if they get too wet.

Step 3: Let Them Dry in the Sun

Spread the pieces out on a towel in the sun. Make sure there’s good air-flow so they dry 

quickly. It’s important that they are completely dry before you begin crafting.

Tips for Safe Cleaning of Jigsaw Puzzle Pieces

• Never submerge puzzle pieces in water. Wooden puzzles can warp or peel.

• Don’t use harsh cleaners. Mild dish soap is perfect.

• If a puzzle smells musty, drying it in the sun can help reduce the smell.

• Wear gloves if you are sensitive to dust or mold during the cleaning process.

• If you're working with very old or delicate puzzles, test your cleaning method.

Once your puzzle pieces are clean and dry, they’re ready to be transformed into creative 

crafts! Whether you’re making bookmarks, a dinosaur tail, or emoji faces for the 

classroom, starting with clean pieces ensures a better result and a safer experience for 

everyone.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

