StarFireShepherds LLC Puppy Purchase Agreement-

For the purposes of this Agreement, the terms “Seller” and “Breeder” shall both refer to StarFireShepherds LLC, an Illinois limited liability company, including its owners, agents, representatives, and any affiliated entities acting on its behalf. 

This Agreement is entered into by and between StarFireShepherds LLC, (hereinafter referred to as the “Seller” and “Breeder”) and the individual or entity purchasing a puppy under the terms of this Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “Buyer”).

Buyer Information:  

Full Name: ______________________________
Address:____________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________

Puppy Identification:  

Breed: ☐ German Shepherd ☐ Toy Australian Shepherd  

Call Name: ______________________________ 
Date of Birth: ____________  
Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female  
Registry: ☐ AKC ☐ CKC ☐ ASDR  
Color/Markings: ______________________________

Payment Terms:

Purchase Price: $_________  
Deposit Paid: $_________  
Balance Due at Pickup/Drop-off:$_________

Accepted Payment Methods:

- Square Invoice  
- Zelle  
- Cash (only for final balance at pickup/drop-off)  

Deposits will not be accepted in cash under any circumstances.  

All payments must be completed via approved methods prior to ownership transfer.

Payments made through unapproved platforms may be rejected or delayed.

Buyer agrees not to initiate payment reversal, chargeback, or refund request through any payment platform for reasons covered under this agreement. 

All disputes must be resolved directly with StarFireShepherds LLC.
Buyer understands that failure to pick up the puppy by the agreed date may result in boarding fees, late charges, or forfeiture of the puppy. 

All terms related to extended stays apply and are considered binding.

Public Commentary & Social Media:

Buyer agrees not to post defamatory, misleading, or disparaging content about StarFireShepherds LLC, its puppies, or its affiliates on social media, forums, or public platforms. Concerns must be addressed privately and professionally. Breach of this clause may result in legal action for reputational harm.

Respectful Conduct & Communication:

StarFireShepherds LLC is committed to compassionate, professional service. 

Buyer agrees to maintain respectful communication throughout the duration of this agreement.

Harassment, threats, defamatory statements, or abusive behavior toward the Seller or affiliated parties may result in termination of this contract and forfeiture of all guarantees and remedies.

Refund & Transfer Policy: All sales are final. No refunds will be issued for any reason, including but not limited to:  

- Personal, financial, or lifestyle changes. 
- Travel conflicts or family planning.  
- Breed preferences or timing misalignments.

If a buyer wishes to cancel prior to pickup, any paid deposit may be transferred to a future litter within the same calendar year, subject to availability and breeder discretion.  

If no litter is selected by the buyer during that timeframe, the deposit is forfeited.

Registration Papers:

StarFireShepherds LLC will provide applicable registration documentation (AKC, CKC, or ASDR) at the time of puppy pickup, provided that the Buyer’s balance is paid in full via an approved method. Any delay in pickup or payment may result in a forfeiture of puppy/dog and deposit/fees paid and nulls/ voids this contract.

Health Records-

De-Worming:  

Administered at 2, 4, 6, and 8 weeks using Pyrantel Pamoate Suspension (pinworm and parasite prevention).

Vaccinations & Preventatives:  

At 8 weeks of age, your puppy received-

- Nobivac 5-Way Core Vaccine, which includes:  
  
  - Canine Distemper  
  - Adenovirus Type 2  
  - Parainfluenza  
  - Parvovirus (Modified Live Virus)  

- Simparica Trio: all-in-one prevention for:  
  
  - Fleas & ticks  
  - Heart-worm disease  
  - Roundworms & hookworms  

Booster doses at 12 and 16 weeks are required for full immunity against core diseases.

Preventative Care Requirement:

Buyer agrees to maintain routine veterinary care, including vaccinations, parasite prevention, and annual wellness exams. 

Failure to provide preventative care may void health guarantees and replacement eligibility.

If applicable, puppy will be microchipped prior to transfer at buyer’s expense. StarFireShepherds LLC will provide chip number and registration guidance upon full contract completion. Wanting puppy microchipped prior to transfer will need to be agreed upon prior to getting first round of core vaccinations.
Health Guarantees:

General Health Warranty-

At the time of sale, the puppy is,

- In good health.
- Free of known illness or congenital defects.
- Up to date on core vaccinations, parasite prevention, and vet care.

Breeder requests to be notified of any health developments. Long-term wellness tracking helps refine StarFire's ethical breeding practices.

Health Warranty Limitations:  

Once the 5-day post-adoption window closes, the following are not covered:  

- Treatable parasites (e.g. giardia, coccidia)  
- Viral or bacterial infections  
- Allergies, hernias, bite alignment, heart murmurs  
- Environmental/behavioral conditions  
- Foreign ingestion, injuries, or stress-related illness  
- Chronic conditions not directly tied to genetics

2-Year Genetic Health Guarantee:  

Valid for 2 years from the puppy’s birthdate, covering congenital, hereditary, or genetic conditions that significantly reduce quality of life before age 5. 

Failure to provide timely notice may result in forfeiture of guarantee benefits.

Exclusions for Environmental or Accidental Injury:

The Health Guarantee does not cover injuries, illnesses, or conditions resulting from environmental factors, accidents, or trauma—including but not limited to poisoning, vehicular injury, falls, or interactions with other animals—unless directly linked to a congenital defect.

Documentation Standards:

All claims under this Health Guarantee must be supported by complete veterinary records, including diagnostic imaging, lab results, and treatment recommendations. 

The Seller reserves the right to request additional documentation before approving any action.

Fraudulent Claims & Misrepresentation:

Buyer affirms that all representations made to StarFireShepherds LLC—verbal, written, or documented—are truthful and accurate to the best of their knowledge. Any attempt to falsify veterinary records, misrepresent the puppy’s condition, or otherwise deceive the Seller for the purpose of obtaining a refund, replacement, or other remedy shall constitute breach of contract and may result in forfeiture of all guarantees, denial of remedy, and potential legal action. The Seller reserves the right to verify all claims and consult with licensed professionals before approving any action.

Buyer Responsibility and Health Guarantee Limitation:

If the puppy sustains injury, illness, or trauma during the first two (2) years of life as a direct result of the Buyer’s negligence, recklessness, or failure to provide reasonable care, the Health Guarantee provided by the Seller shall be rendered null and void. In such cases, the Buyer acknowledges and agrees that they are solely responsible for all veterinary costs necessary to preserve the life and well-being of the puppy. This includes, but is not limited to, emergency care, surgical intervention, hospitalization, and rehabilitation.

Failure to seek appropriate and timely medical treatment for the puppy in such circumstances may constitute a breach of contract and may be subject to legal action.

Veterinary Confirmation Requirement:

To ensure transparency and fairness, any diagnosis of a congenital or genetic defect must be confirmed in writing by a licensed veterinarian. 

Buyer will sign any necessary release forms to facilitate this process.

The Seller reserves the right to request a second opinion from a veterinarian of their choosing before approving a return or replacement.

Veterinary Diagnosis Dispute:

In the event of conflicting veterinary opinions regarding a health concern, Buyer agrees to obtain a third-party evaluation from a board-certified specialist. 

StarFireShepherds LLC may request relevant medical records and reserves the right to consult with its own veterinary advisors before determining eligibility for replacement or reimbursement.

Return Obligation in the Event of Treatable Defect:

If a congenital or genetic defect is diagnosed within the Health Guarantee period and the condition is deemed treatable or manageable by a licensed veterinarian, but the Buyer is unwilling or financially unable to pursue appropriate care, the Buyer agrees to return the puppy to the Seller. The cost of transport, veterinary documentation, and any related expenses shall be the sole responsibility of the Buyer.

The puppy must be returned in a safe, humane, and timely manner, along with all veterinary records pertaining to the diagnosis. Upon return, the Seller reserves the right to determine the best course of action for the puppy’s continued care, treatment, or rehoming.

Failure to comply with this clause may constitute breach of contract and may result in legal action.

Condition of Returned Puppy:

The puppy must be returned in good physical and emotional condition, free from signs of neglect, abuse, or preventable harm. If the puppy is returned in compromised condition, the Seller reserves the right to deny replacement and pursue legal action.

Dispute Resolution:

In the event of a disagreement regarding the puppy’s health, behavior, or contractual obligations, both parties agree to engage in good-faith communication and, if necessary, participate in informal mediation prior to pursuing legal action. This process may include veterinary consultation, third-party review, or written clarification of disputed terms.

Guarantee Conditions: 

- Puppy must remain unaltered (not spayed/neutered)  
- Diagnosis confirmed by a licensed veterinary specialist.
- Full medical documentation provided to breeder.

Non-Transferability Clause:

The Health Guarantee and all related provisions apply only to the original Buyer and are non-transferable. If the puppy is rehomed, sold, or given away without written consent from the Seller, all guarantees and obligations are void.

Remedy Provided: 

If a qualifying diagnosis is confirmed, the buyer will receive:  

- A replacement puppy of equal quality from the next available litter, at no additional cost 

If the Seller determines that a replacement puppy is appropriate under the terms of this agreement, the transportation fee for the replacement puppy, if applicable, will be covered by the Seller at no additional cost to the Buyer.

No refunds will be issued for any reason. If buyer declines the replacement puppy, no further remedy or compensation will be provided.

Replacement timing and pairing will be determined by StarFireShepherds LLC based on availability and future breeding plans.

Training Provided:  

All StarFire puppies receive early life enrichment, including:  

- ENS (Early Neurological Stimulation)  
- ESI (Early Scent Introduction)  
- Desensitization to textures, grooming, sounds, and handling  
- Crate and potty exposure  
- Safe socialization with people and friendly dogs

Buyer acknowledges the puppy has received foundational enrichment and agrees to support continued social, behavioral, and neurological development through safe exposure and training.

1. Upon transfer of ownership, StarFireShepherds LLC is no longer liable for training outcomes, behavior development, or environmental adaptation. Buyer assumes full responsibility for raising the puppy in a safe and nurturing environment.

Puppy Safety & Socialization:  

Until vaccines are complete (post 16-week boosters):  

- Avoid dog parks, pet-friendly stores, lakes, groomers, and camping grounds  
- Keep puppy in arms or a carrier at vet clinics  
- Prevent sniffing or walking on outdoor vet clinic grass  

Early, safe socialization is essential. Begin meeting new people and dogs you know to be healthy. Puppy classes are highly recommended one week after 12-week vaccines.


Spay/Neuter & Breeding Rights:  

Buyer selects:  
☐ Pet-Only – Puppy must be altered (Females: 24 months Males: 24 months)  ☐ Breeding Rights – Must be granted in writing prior to sale

Buyer agrees not to spay or neuter the puppy prior to 24 months of age, unless medically necessary and documented by a licensed veterinarian. Early sterilization may compromise long-term health and development. Breeder strongly recommends sterilization between 24–26 months unless otherwise discussed and approved. Failure to comply may void health guarantees and/or contract terms.

Non-Breeding Agreement:

If Buyer selects “Pet-Only,” they agree not to breed the puppy under any circumstances. 

Breeding without written permission from StarFireShepherds LLC constitutes breach of contract and may result in legal action and forfeiture of all guarantees.

Unauthorized Breeding Clause:

Buyer agrees that any breeding—accidental or intentional—conducted without written permission from StarFireShepherds LLC constitutes a breach of contract.

This includes failure to disclose a pregnancy, withholding information about mating attempts, or misrepresenting the puppy’s breeding status.

In the event of such breach, StarFireShepherds LLC reserves the right to pursue legal action,  including but not limited to:

- Termination of all health guarantees and remedies  
- Financial restitution for damages to bloodline integrity and reputation  
- Recovery of the puppy or its offspring, if deemed necessary  
- Exclusion from future litters, programs, or breeder support

Buyer understands that ethical breeding practices are central to StarFireShepherds LLC’s mission, and any violation of this clause will be treated with the utmost seriousness.

Early Spay/Neuter Exception Clause:  

In the event that sterilization must occur prior to 24 months of age due to a verifiable medical condition, Buyer must provide written documentation from a licensed veterinarian stating:  

 - The specific diagnosis  
 - Reason for recommending early spay/neuter  
- Confirmation that the procedure is in the best interest of the dog’s health

This documentation must be submitted to StarFireShepherds LLC within 7 days of the recommendation. StarFireShepherds LLC  reserves the right to verify the claim and consult with the attending veterinarian. Approval of the early procedure will be granted only after written consent is provided by StarFireShepherds LLC. If consent is not granted, sterilization prior to 24 months will be considered a breach of contract.

Privacy & Confidentiality:  

Both parties agree to keep all shared personal or veterinary information confidential and use it solely in accordance with this agreement.

Rehoming Policy:  

Should the buyer be unable to keep the puppy:  

- Puppy must be returned to StarFireShepherds LLC.
- No resale, transfer, or shelter surrender allowed.  
- Genetic health guarantee is non-transferable.
- Breeder will resume full ownership without refund.

Ethical Breeder Disclosure Statement:  

This puppy was bred under StarFireShepherds LLC’s commitment to ethical practices, including:  

• Health testing of both parents  
• Temperament and enrichment screening  
• No early sterilization  
• No breeding of related pairs

Photo Rights: Breeder retains the right to use photos or videos of this puppy/dog for marketing, education, and promotional purposes.

Buyer grants StarFireShepherds LLC permission to use non-identifying photos or videos of the purchased puppy for promotional, educational, or social media purposes. Buyer may revoke this permission in writing at any time.

Photo & Video Verification Clause (Pre-Pickup):

Buyer may request updated photos or videos of the puppy prior to pickup. These will be provided at Seller’s discretion and serve as documentation of the puppy’s condition prior to transfer. 

Any concerns must be raised before pickup; post-transfer disputes regarding appearance or condition will not be grounds for refund or replacement.

Buyer may voluntarily provide periodic updates on the puppy’s health, temperament, and milestones to support StarFireShepherds LLC’s commitment to ethical breeding transparency and canine legacy.

Transportation Option:

If Buyer requires transportation of the puppy/dog from StarFireShepherds LLC to a designated location, a transportation fee will apply. The base cost is $50, plus $0.89 per mile round trip. Transportation availability is at breeder discretion and must be scheduled in advance. Mileage will be calculated using GPS tools, and payment is due prior to travel.

All local meet-ups will occur at StarFireShepherds LLC’s designated police station, and all out-of-town drop-offs or meet-ups will take place at the designated police station nearest to the Buyer’s requested location. These conditions are set to ensure safety and transparency for both parties.

Travel & Pickup Guidelines:

Buyers are responsible for arranging timely pickup or transport of the puppy. StarFireShepherds LLC will assist with recommendations when possible, but is not liable for delays, fees, or transit-related decisions made by third-party carriers. 

Please note: Using alternative third-party related transportation options will void any and all health guarantees stated in this contract. 

Transport Liability:

Once the puppy is released to a third-party transporter, StarFireShepherds LLC is not liable for injury, illness, or loss incurred during transit. 

Buyer assumes responsibility for selecting reputable transport providers and may request breeder recommendations.

Important note: If StarFireShepherds LLC agrees to transport a puppy to a designated location and buyer fails to show up to the designated location, the buyer is still responsible for any and all related fees including but not limited to initial agreed upon fee and any additional fees that may occur while waiting as well as the final balance of puppy.

In cases of extreme weather, airline restrictions, or other unforeseen circumstances, the Seller reserves the right to delay or modify transport arrangements for the safety of the puppy.

 The Buyer agrees to cooperate with alternative scheduling or methods.

Extended Stay Definition:

Any puppy remaining in the care of StarFireShepherds LLC beyond eight (8) weeks of age shall be classified as an Extended Stay. Once a puppy reaches this threshold, all Extended Stay policies outlined in this agreement—including weekly boarding fees, veterinary care responsibilities, and payment terms—shall automatically apply.

An Extended Stay is defined as any delay in pickup beyond 7 calendar days from the originally scheduled go-home date, regardless of reason. 

The designated go-home date shall be the puppy’s 8-week birthday unless otherwise agreed upon (i.e vaccination date) Any stay beyond this date constitutes an Extended Stay.

Extended Stays may be granted at the discretion of the Seller and must be confirmed in writing.

Behavioral Development Disclaimer:

Extended stays can affect socialization windows-

Buyer acknowledges that delayed pickup may impact behavioral development, socialization, and training outcomes. 

Seller will provide continued enrichment, but cannot guarantee temperament outcomes beyond the standard go-home window.

Important Health Warranty Note:

The 5-day general health warranty provided under this agreement is valid only for puppies transferred to Buyer on or before eight (8) weeks of age.  

If a puppy enters Extended Stay status, the 5-day general health warranty becomes null and void, including coverage for treatable conditions such as giardia, coccidia, stress-related illness, or environmental factors.

Extended Stay Policy:

If Buyer cannot collect the puppy/dog by the designated pick-up date, StarFireShepherds LLC will provide continued care at $60 per week,  covering food, housing, training, and handling. 

This fee must be paid weekly until pick-up using Zelle with payments due on the same day each week unless otherwise agreed upon in writing. 

Extended stays must be arranged and confirmed in writing in advance.

If the stay requires additional veterinary care—including the second round of core vaccinations or the second Simparica Trio dose (typically at 12 weeks)—Buyer agrees to cover these costs. Any other necessary veterinary services prior to pick-up will be communicated and billed to Buyer. Payment is due at pick-up unless otherwise agreed in writing.

Puppies remaining in Extended Stay will continue to receive attentive care, including age-appropriate enrichment, sensory activities, and consistent routines that support healthy development. 

In the event that Buyer fails to make timely payment for extended boarding, veterinary costs, transportation fees, or any other agreed-upon expenses, Breeder reserves the right to delay puppy pickup and/or withhold associated deliverables—including AKC/CKC/ASDR registration papers, health records, and microchip information (if applicable)—until all balances are paid in full. A late fee of $10 per day will be applied to any unpaid balance beginning one (1) calendar day after the agreed-upon due date. If payment is not received within one (1) calendar day,  this contract shall be considered automatically terminated, and Buyer will forfeit any claim to the reserved puppy. All deposits and payments made to date will be considered non-refundable. 

Escalation Clause:

If payment is not received within one (1) calendar day of the agreed-upon due date, this contract will be considered
automatically terminated, and Buyer will forfeit any claim to the reserved puppy. 

In cases involving fraudulent activity or intentional non-payment, StarFireShepherds LLC reserves the right to pursue further legal action or report to relevant authorities. 

Buyer will be responsible for any additional legal or administrative costs incurred during such proceedings.

If payment is made within one (1) calendar day, Buyer may cure the breach and the contract will remain valid. All late fees must be paid in full alongside the overdue balance. Once resolved, StarFireShepherds LLC will release all withheld documentation—including AKC/CKC/ASDR registration papers, health records, and microchip information (if applicable)—during time of pick-up/drop-off.

Note: Payment must be made using an approved method (Square Invoice, Zelle, or verified cash) and confirmed as received by StarFireShepherds LLC to be considered valid. 

Delays caused by bank processing or payment reversal do not extend the grace period.

Important Health Warranty Note:  

If the extended stay exceeds the 5-day post-adoption window outlined in the Health Guarantees section, the general health warranty becomes null and void. This includes exclusion of coverage for treatable conditions such as giardia, coccidia, stress-related/environmental illnesses etc.


Age & Co-Signer Requirement  

Buyers under the age of 26 are required to have a co-signer listed on this contract. The co-signer must be present at signing or provide notarized consent. By co-signing, they agree to assume joint responsibility for all contractual obligations outlined in this agreement.

Legal Acknowledgement:  

Limited Breeder Liability Statement-

Buyer acknowledges that StarFireShepherds LLC is not liable for veterinary expenses, behavioral outcomes, training success, or environmental factors post-transfer. All obligations outlined in this agreement are fulfilled upon pickup and full payment.

Data Handling: 

Buyer agrees not to share or publish any veterinary records, breeder communications, or genetic details pertaining to StarFireShepherds LLC puppies without written consent

Digital Communication Integrity:

Buyer agrees that all digital communications (texts, emails, social media messages) shared with StarFireShepherds LLC shall be preserved in their original form. Any attempt to alter, omit, or misrepresent such communications for the purpose of influencing contractual outcomes shall be considered fraudulent and may result in termination of this agreement and forfeiture of all remedies.

Legal Venue Clause:

Any disputes or legal proceedings will be handled under the jurisdiction of the state of Illinois and in the county of Sangamon.

StarFireShepherds LLC shall not be held liable for delays, cancellations, or inability to fulfill contractual obligations due to events beyond its control, including but not limited to natural disasters, pandemics, government restrictions, or transportation shutdowns.

Legal Costs & Enforcement:

In the event that legal action is initiated by either party in connection with this Agreement, and the Buyer is found to be at fault or the claim is ruled in favor of StarFireShepherds LLC, the Buyer agrees to be responsible for all legal expenses incurred by the Seller. This includes, but is not limited to, court filing fees, attorney fees, legal counsel retainers, and any other costs associated with enforcing the terms of this Agreement or defending against false claims. This clause applies to all legal proceedings, including small claims, civil litigation, or appeals.

Puppy Welcome Package: 

At the time of pickup, each puppy will receive a StarFireShepherds LLC Welcome Package containing:  

- Starter supply of food  
- Toy and chew item for comfort and enrichment  
- Blanket carrying litter scent for smoother transition  

- A printed Welcome Folder including:  
  - Copy of the Purchase Agreement  
  - Health Records  
  - Registration Papers (AKC/CKC/ASDR, if applicable)
  - Deposit Contract/Receipt   
  - Informational handouts to support early development and training.
 
Buyer affirms that all personal, financial, and lifestyle representations made to StarFireShepherds LLC are accurate. 

Any material misrepresentation may result in contract termination and forfeiture of all guarantees and remedies.

Buyer agrees not to represent the puppy as a product of any other breeder, kennel, or lineage. 

All references to pedigree, origin, or breeder must accurately reflect StarFireShepherds LLC. 

Misrepresentation may result in legal action and forfeiture of guarantees.

Buyer confirms receipt of the StarFireShepherds LLC Puppy Welcome Packet, including care instructions, training tips, and breed information. 

Buyer understands these materials are provided as educational support and do not replace veterinary advice or professional training.

Buyer confirms understanding of German Shepherd and/or Toy Australian Shepherd breed traits, including exercise, training needs, and temperament tendencies. 

Buyer confirms they have read and reviewed this entire agreement prior to signing. Questions have been answered to their satisfaction, and they understand this document represents a legal and ethical commitment.

Buyer agrees that decisions regarding health, behavior, or contract interpretation will be made in consultation with StarFireShepherds LLC and licensed professionals. Advice from third parties (e.g., online forums, unverified trainers) shall not override the terms of this agreement.

By signing this agreement, the Buyer affirms they are emotionally, physically, and financially prepared to raise a StarFire puppy. This includes providing consistent vet care, training, enrichment, and a lifelong home of safety and stability.

Buyer(s) may request clarification or a verbal explanation prior to signing.

Entire Agreement:

This contract represents the full and complete understanding between Buyer(s) and StarFireShepherds LLC. 

StarFireShepherds LLC offers limited post-sale support for behavioral, health, and transition questions. Support is provided at the breeder’s discretion and does not constitute an ongoing service agreement.

At the time of pickup, Seller may take a photo of the puppy with the Buyer to document condition and confirm transfer. 

This image may be retained for internal records and dispute resolution purposes.

No verbal promises or external documents shall override the terms herein unless amended in writing and signed by both parties.

Signature Verification:

Buyer agrees that electronic signatures, including those executed via eSign platforms, email confirmation, or secure digital forms, are legally binding and enforceable under this agreement. 

All parties affirm that digital records may be retained by StarFireShepherds LLC for verification, documentation, and dispute resolution purposes.  

Electronic execution of this contract shall carry the same legal weight as a handwritten signature and confirms full acceptance of all terms outlined herein.

Any attempt to dispute the validity of this agreement without credible evidence may result in legal action and voids and nulls all contractual agreements.

Signatures:  

Buyer Name (Print): ______________________________
Buyer Signature: ______________________________
Date: ___________

Co-Signer Name (Print): ______________________________  
Co-Signer Signature: ______________________________  
Date: ___________  
(Only applicable for clients under age 26)

Breeder (StarFireShepherds LLC)

Breeder Signature: ______________________________ 

Date: ____________

