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Introduction  
 
As the First Presbyterian Church of Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
celebrates our 100th year since the dedication of our sanctuary, 
we wanted to honor the history and legacy of our beautiful 
stained glass windows.  
 
Stained glass windows were originally used to educate people 
who could not read and became a crucial part of the church 
architecture, enhancing the beauty and meaning of the worship 
space.  
 
In 2023, FPC members Nancy Beckstrom and Mary Woods were 
curious about the plaques underneath the windows in the 
sanctuary and wanted to learn more about the people they 
represented, and that’s how this project began. 
 
They discovered that the windows were made in St. Louis, 
Missouri, by the Jacoby Art Glass Company and aren’t 
technically stained glass but “art glass,” in which the glass is first 
painted and then fired.  
 
According to Dr. Eric I. Williams’s book A History of the First 
Presbyterian Church Stillwater, Oklahoma, during the period of 
1919-1925, FPC struggled financially as they built a new building 
to meet the growing needs of the community. 
 
Once the main structure was built, there were no funds available 
for windows. Ladies Aide stepped up to fix that problem and 
raised $4,750 by asking donations for memorialized windows. 
The windows were installed in 1924, and the current sanctuary 
was dedicated on September 14th of that year. 
 
This booklet shares history of our Presbyterian Church through 
the stories of the people honored on the plaques. Some of these 
stories are sad and commemorate people who passed away 
much too soon through tragic circumstances, and some of these 
stories are uplifting and inspiring. But all these stories remind us 
of the legacy of faith and love that we have inherited. 
 
Sources of information for this booklet include church and 
cemetery records, newspaper articles and online genealogies.  
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Memorial Plaques on South Wall 

 
 
 

Stewart Gorsuch Smith (1883-1907) 
Ruby Estelle Smith (1886-1886) 

Clayton Sylvester Smith (1854-1924) 
Cary Lovell Burdick (1876-1924) 

Althea Viola Traver Infant 
Juniata Visher Soderstrom (1897 – 1922) 

Margaret Elizabeth McPheeters (1851-1917) 
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Daughter of Clayton Sylvester Smith & Melcena 
Virginia Crist Smith.  

Ruby died before her parents moved to 
Stillwater. 
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Daughter of Alice Bralley 
Traver, professor of Education 
at OSU and a divorced mother 
of Aileen Traver Kitchens Lived 
at 102 North Orchard Lane. 
Died of Cholera. 
Father was Luther Traver. 
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