












A Minute for Pride 

A few weeks ago, Rusty Rex mentioned something very thought provoking so I checked. We’ve had several associate 

pastors, interim pastors, bridge pastors, and pastor interns. But for the last 63 years, this church has only had 3 lead 

pastors.  The Rev. Drs. Jim Struthers, Gordon Edwards, and Leah Hrachovec.  And some of you knew them all. We’ve 

had phenomenal leadership.  But not easy leadership.  Because over the decades, we’ve been challenged.  I have been. 

Our views on justice may have been revised and our understanding of what it means to love God and our neighbors 

broadened. They encouraging us to live out our faith and try to “walk the walk”.  

I admit to you that since Leah was called to a church in Pennsylvania, Jenny to a church in Missouri, and Jenna went on 

sabbatical, I’ve struggled with a sense of being untethered and uncertain.  Maybe some grief.  I know some of you have 

too because we’ve talked about it.  

 I’ll share with you what I’ve been telling myself.  And this is just my opinion. This church is not the lead pastor/head 

of staff. It’s very important to have good leadership to deal with administrative issues, pastoral care, and help point us 

all in the same direction. And I’m very grateful for Pastor Amy. But the hands and feet and heart of this church are you. 

Everyone in this sanctuary, listening on the radio or watching on Facebook. I’ve been a member of this church family 

for 30 years and I know that when we come together with a single purpose, we are unstoppable. I’ve seen it happen, 

over and over. Changes are coming and we will hire a new lead pastor who will challenge us, encourage and teach us, 

rejoice and grieve with us, and try to keep up with us. In the meantime, we have opportunities to show Stillwater who 

we are and what the love of God looks like reflected by this congregation.  

Maggie has worked to include a volunteer link under the “mission and service” tab on our church website at 

www.stillwaterfpc.org so we can stay involved with church work days, Our Daily Bread and other volunteer 

opportunities. That’s where you’ll find a link to volunteer for the Payne County Pride Festival.  

 It’s Saturday, April 27th from 10am-3pm at Southern Woods Park off of 12th street. The park with the splash pad. 

We had a table last year and thank you to everyone who helped make that event such a success. And to everyone 

who’s helping this year, I appreciate you so much. This year, Payne County Pride still needs volunteers in the afternoon 

and to help vendors take down their tables after the festival. You can also get the word out about Pride Fest by talking 

to your friends and family and on your social media. And this is a great opportunity for us to join with other faith 

communities to extend love and support. A faith alliance consisting of FPC, Salem Lutheran, St. Andrew’s Episcopal, 

Unitarian Universalists, The Wesley Foundation and Grace Outtabounds has been working to support Payne County 

Pride to make sure the festival happened this year. It almost didn’t, due to lack of funding. But the barrage of regressive 

Oklahoma legislation, and the tragic death of Nex Benedict made it even more important to stand with our LGBTQIA+ 

siblings in Christ.  

 One volunteer activity is giving ”Mom Hugs”. Some of you may know Dr. Jonathan Drummond from Drummond Eye 

Clinic. He’s also a United Methodist Pastor and director of Grace Outtabounds. Jonathan said that he gave a young man 

a hug last year who shared that he hadn’t been hugged by his own dad in years. It’s hard for me to even imagine the 

pain of that kind of rejection. But we can help support and celebrate them, and share a hug. 

  You can volunteer through the link on our website or through paynecountypride.org. They would also be grateful 

for any donation or sponsorship. I’m happy to say that FPC is an event sponsor this year. Thank you, members of 

session, for approving that. Another way to help is with our vendor table. If you’d like to volunteer for our church table, 

we’ll be handing out church info, stickers, pencils, etc. and talking to people about who we are, and opportunities at 

FPC. We also still need help from noon to 3pm, then taking things down afterwards, cleaning up, and returning them to 

the church till about 4pm.  

 So save the date, Saturday, April 27th from 10am to 3pm. If you’re working in the church gardens that day, stop by 

and see us when you get done.  

 Whether you want to come help with our table, or just enjoy the festival and support your LGBTQIA+ family, 

friends and neighbors, I encourage you to wear an FPC t-shirt and let it be known that we do “walk the walk” and love 

lives here.  

 ~Tami Krehbiel 














