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1896   Board of Land Commissioners

1921 Office of State Land Commissioner

1925 State Land Board

1967   Department of Natural Resources
State Land Board

1978   Division of State Lands and Forestry 
Board of State Lands and Forestry 

Trust Lands
Management
1896 – 1994
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1980s

▪ Jensen v Dinehardt
Utah Supreme Court 
Proceeds to Uniform 
School Fund, not 
Permanent Fund

▪ $41 million Permanent 
School Fund raid 

▪ Management criticism

▪ 1985 Constitutional 
Amendment



1990s

▪ Call for Management 
Restructure

▪ Legislative Task Force
▪ Citizen Task Force

1994 SITLA

▪ Quasi-independent state 
agency

▪ 7-member independent 
board

▪ Entirely self-funded
▪ At-will employees
▪ Procedural exemptions
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Trust Lands 
are not 
Public Lands

Natl Parks Conservation 
Association v. State Lands
Utah Supreme Court

Utah Supreme Court ruling incorporated legally-binding trust 
principles into SITLA statute:
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▪ Land managed for financial support of beneficiaries

▪ Duty of undivided loyalty

▪ ‘beneficiaries do not include other governmental 
institutions, the public at large, or the general welfare of 
the state’
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Late 1990s

▪ School Children’s Trust 
Program administers 
distributions

▪ Permanent funds flow to 
districts, schools directly

▪ School Community 
Councils: Parents, 
teachers, principal -
determine best use

▪ All districts share 10% 
base, remaining 90% 
distributed per-pupil

$10
$14

$18

$25 $27
$24 $23

$26

$38
$40

$46
$50

$64

$75

$83

2 0 0 5 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2 0 1 6 2017 2018 2019

Permanent School Fund Distributions in millions

School Children’s Trust Office, 
Utah State Board of Education



UTAH  | Trust Lands History

1985-2019

Permanent School Fund Balance in millions 
▪ Six constitutional 

amendments passed by 
voters

▪ Permanent School Fund 
growth

▪ SITLA marks 25th

anniversary
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Investment, 
Advocacy, and 
Trustees

▪ SITFO | School and 
Institutional Trust Funds 
Office 

▪ Land Trusts Protection 
and Advocacy Office

▪ SITLA Board of Trustees 
nomination process



UTAH  | Trust Lands History

Relationships

▪ Beneficiaries

▪ Legislature

▪ Public
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Challenges
▪ Social Ownership

▪ Trust lands v. public 
lands

▪ OHV surcharge
▪ Hunter Access 

Agreement
▪ Historic v. new use


