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Orphan Well History in WY

● Prior to 2010, <500 wells 
orphaned

● Since 2014, 6,295 wells 
orphaned

● Orphan Well Program 
accelerated plugging 
operations in 2014

● To date 4,812 wells 
removed from the Orphan 
List



Life of an Orphan Project



Orphan Projects 2015 - current



Future Orphan Projects



2021 Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act

● $4.7 billion to find and plug orphan 
wells, remediate and reclaim 
locations

● Dollars are distributed to states 
through series of 3 grants:
○ Initial Grant – Wyoming to receive $25 

MM, stimulus for short-term
○ Formula Grant – longer term, designed to 

reduce orphan well inventory
○ Performance Grant – regulatory 

improvement and matching grants
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