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Who owns the submerged lands?

Mosquito Fork River 
Alaska



Why is this important?

Knik River
Alaska



Mosquito Fork River
Alaska



Little Missouri
North Dakota



Dredge No. 4 at Chicken Creek, July 1975 



Is this river navigable?

Mosquito Fork River
Alaska



A navigable-in-fact river is a river that was . . . 

• Used, or was susceptible of being used

• In its natural and ordinary condition

• As a highway of commerce, over which trade and 
travel could be conducted; in

• The customary modes of trade and travel on water



Question to Answer:
Natural and Ordinary Condition



Question to Answer:
Natural and Ordinary Condition



Question to Answer:
Highway of Commerce

Yukon River
Alaska



Question to Answer:
Highway of Commerce

Mosquito Fork River
Alaska



Question to Answer:

Used, or was Susceptible of Being Used

Mosquito Fork River
Alaska



Question to Answer:

Used, or was Susceptible of Being Used



Question to Answer:
Customary Modes of Trade and Travel



Question to Answer:

Are the watercraft materially similar?



Putting it all Together







Questions?

Knik River
Alaska
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