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DEFINITION

STEWARDSHIP: an ethic that 
embodies the responsible planning 

and management of resources.



Sound stewardship today.

Sustainable revenue tomorrow.

Lake Gulch,  Douglas County   



Duty to manage state trust lands..

…in a manner that will secure the 

maximum possible amount

…in order to produce reasonable and 

consistent income over time [and]

Protect and enhance the long-term 

productivity and sound stewardship of 

state trust lands

Colorado Constitution



MISSION - TODAY

OUR MISSION: the State Land Board manages an endowment of assets 

held in perpetual, intergenerational public trusts for the financial 

support of Colorado’s public schools and other public institutions. 

Generate 

reasonable and consistent

income over time.

Protect and enhance the 

long-term productivity 

and sound stewardship 

of working trust lands.



1. Stewardship Trust

2. Colorado Natural Areas Program 

3. Asset Management Plans

4. Stewardship Action Plans

5. Lease Stipulations

6. Biodiversity program / projects

7. Regenerative Agriculture

Stewardship Tools

Plateau Creek, Dolores County   



HISTORY OF STEWARDSHIP
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CNAP

32,345 ac

Stewardship Trust

296,647 ac.

Stewardship Action Plans

~ 470,000 acres

Asset 

Management 

Plans

~350,000 acres Lease

Stipulations

~ 450,000 acres
Regenerative 

Agriculture

~ 200,000

LAND BASED STEWARDSHIP TOOLS 

Acres subject to 

stewardship tools:

1,800,000





1. Stewardship Trust

2. Colorado Natural Areas Program 

3. Stewardship Action Plans

4. Asset Management Plans

5. Lease Stipulations

6. Biodiversity program / projects

7. Regenerative Agriculture

Stewardship Tools

Plateau Creek, Dolores County   



Colorado Natural Areas Program

East Sand Dunes, Jackson County

http://www.parks.state.co.us/SiteCollectionImages/parks/Programs/CNAP/antero_salt_creek.JPG

24 State Land Board properties

32,345 acres

Monitored by CNAP staff & volunteer stewards

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=iron+fen+plant+community&source=images&cd=&docid=lUTFfkZx0ALHSM&tbnid=KPTNP3JdsRUngM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/AnteroSaltCreek.aspx&ei=IEMuUZ7qBYSwyQHv7IH4Aw&bvm=bv.42965579,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGo3X_iRqSV8D5-GX5mKizMuUx5WA&ust=1362072719708431


Natural Areas on State Trust Land



Red Wing Fen, Park County

Stewardship Trust

• Special management program

• Uses must protect and 

enhance ‘Natural Values’

• Size limited



Shell Rock Canyon, Baca County

• Rare Plants

• Wildlife

• Beauty

• Open Space

• Cultural & Geologic

• Hydrology (wetlands-riparian)

• Potential Conservation Areas



296,647
ACRES

107
PROPERTIES

35
COUNTIES



Stewardship Action Plans

• Landscape-scale management plan

• Targeted species or ecosystem 

• Board leasing strategies and BMPs

Greater Sage Grouse

Lesser Prairie Chickens

Fens



Greater 

Sage 

Grouse

Fens  

STEWARDSHIP ACTION PLANS

Lesser 

Prairie 

Chicken 

1,085 surface parcels

4,693 subsurface assets

--

404,000 surface ac

478,000 subsurface ac



Asset Management Plans

• Large Properties over 25,000 acres

• Identify resources, stewardship, and revenue 

opportunities

• Set goals, objectives, and strategies
Lowry Ranch, Arapahoe County



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSLEASE REVIEWS & STIPULATIONS 

Lowry Ranch 

Stewardship Trust, 

Arapahoe County

• Rare Plants & Communities 

• Wildlife

• Wetlands and Riparian Resources

• Cultural Resources



San Luis Lakes SWA, Alamosa Co 

Biodiversity Program



• Key habitats and ‘hotspots”

• Partnerships

• Enhancement projects 
Photo Credit: Carol English



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSENHANCEMENT PROJECTS

Wildlands Restoration Volunteers building 

erosion control structures on Lowry Ranch



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRESEARCH & SURVEYS

Photo Credit: CPW - CNAP



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSFOREST STEWARDSHIP

• 379,436 acres of state trust land 

• Managed by Colorado State Forest Service

• Forest health/stewardship projects 

involved over 7,000 acres

• Over $780,000 grant funds utilized

Waugh Mountain, CSFS project, Fremont  County 



Regenerative Agriculture 
Management



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

Hire a Regenerative Agriculture Manager to

promote sustainable and regenerative

management practices for grazing and crop

production that improve the water cycle,

increase biodiversity, maintain and improve

soil fertility, increase the use of biological

controls, and reduce the use of harmful

chemicals.

FY 2025 Goals



MISSION - TODAY

OUR MISSION: the State Land Board manages an endowment of assets 

held in perpetual, intergenerational public trusts for the financial 

support of Colorado’s public schools and other public institutions. 

Generate 

reasonable and consistent

income over time.

Protect and enhance the 

long-term productivity 

and sound stewardship 

of working trust lands.



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

Managing agriculture lands with a 
focus on healthy soils and 

healthier ecosystems



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

5 Regenerative 
Principles

Minimize Soil Disturbance
Maximize Plant Diversity

Keep Soil Covered
Maintain living Root Year Around

Integrate Livestock



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

1. Promote Regen. Management to Lessees
2. Co-Administrator of Bio Carbon Program
3. Lessee Educational Program
4. RFP’s



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

1. Promote Regen. Mng. to Lessees
a. Voluntary Basis
b. One on one
c. Collaboration
d. Lessee Educational Events
e. Implementation



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

2. Bio Carbon Policy



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSRegenerative Mng.

3. Lessee Educational Program

4 one day presentations Annually

1 multi day seminar Annually

Lowry Ranch, Arapahoe County



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

4. RFP 
Request for Proposal

Large Ranches emphasis on Regenerative Management 



Regenerative Mng.

Regenerative Grazing
1. Higher Stock Densities
2. Shorter Duration Graze
3. Long periods of recovery
4. Staggered seasonality

a. Improves
i. Plant Diversity
ii. Water Cycle
iii. Carbon Cycle
iv. Drought Resilience  

● Quantifiable
Healthy Soil & Healthy Ecosystems





QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSRegenerative Mng.

Regenerative Farming
Minimize Tillage
Maximize Plant Diversity
Keep Soil Covered
Living Root Year Around
Integrate Livestock
Minimize Chemicals



Healthier Soil, Healthier Ecosystems, 

Healthier Livestock, Higher Revenues, 

Longevity of Working Lands



QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTSQuestions/Comments



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSREGENERATIVE GRAZING

• Two annual agriculture education forums led by experts

• ~ 130 lessees and/or guests attend the all-day lectures.

• Three-day adaptive grazing seminars held in the summer. 

Lowry Ranch, Arapahoe County



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSFUNDING STEWARDSHIP 

$792,045
FY 2024 expenditures 

on Stewardship

Investment & 
Development 

Fund, $294,014 
(37%)

Hunting & 
Fishing Access

$221,100 
(28%)

Invasive Weeds 
& Pests

$115,900 
(15%)

Ecosystem 
Services

$23,197 (3%)

Stewardship
$45,132 (6%)

Land & Water
$51,082 (6%)

Lowry Ranch 
Enhancement & 

Mgmt $41,620 (5%)



STEWARDSHIP TOOLS1,852 STAFF INSPECTIONS

View from Sultan Peak Stewardship Trust, 

San Juan County


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Stewardship Tools
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Colorado Natural Areas Program
	Slide 13: Natural Areas on State Trust Land
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Asset Management Plans
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43

