
 
2023 Forest Park Planning Group Brief 
 

Background and Purpose 
Forest Park, GA has historically been marginalized 
regarding resources despite having a vibrant and ac�ve 
community. In 2023, mul�ple local agencies and 
organiza�ons focused on addressing the needs of this 
community through funding and eleva�ng their voices to 
advocate for ac�onable changes. As such, these en��es 
partnered with the Hand Heart + Soul Project (HHSP) to 
establish and convene the Forest Park Planning Group.  

 

Ac�vi�es and Ac�on 
In the early Spring of 2023, members of the Forest Park Planning Group were 
solicited through established networks and by reaching out to other community 
organiza�ons. The priority for group involvement included: 

• Community-based organiza�ons with a focus on 
housing, workforce development, and educa�on  

• Residents 
• Non-profit organiza�ons  
• Youth 
• Community Ac�vists, and 
• Local business owners 
• Anchor partners  

While an atempt was made to include youth, the Planning Group was ul�mately 
unsuccessful in having representa�on, despite outreach. 

[On establishing the Forest Park 
Planning Group]: “It's really 
important to have qualitative 
assessments, qualitative data, 
having these conversations so that 
we can also just be able to capture 
some of these moments. I think a 
lot of times that our work gets lost 
like we have these calls, and then 
it's one {and} done.” 



Ac�vi�es and Ac�on (cont.) 
The Bridgespan Group—a global social impact consul�ng group—ini�ally led the 
Forest Park Planning Group, which met monthly star�ng in Summer 2023. Members 
introduced themselves, created a group agreement, and discussed shared visions for 
their community. Ul�mately, they developed a vision and three ac�on-orienta�on 
goals for educa�on, economic inclusion, and housing in Forest Park. The planning 
group then held a social event on November 14th showcasing their progress, building 
rela�onships with new individuals and organiza�ons, and genera�ng ideas on how to 
execute their vision and goals. 

 

Forest Park Vision and Goals 
“Forest Park will be a safer place where residents can afford to live, where residents 
have job security, and where there is a strong and connected nonprofit ecosystem 
that is resourced to provide wrap-around services within the community, in order to 
increase economic mobility, so residents can thrive and prosper.” 

 

 

 

 

What’s Next? 
Forest Park Planning Group members found their efforts frui�ul and decided 
to con�nue convening beyond this ini�al phase. They intend to leverage 
rela�onships and community assets to implement the goals created, work 
with elected officials to advocate for policies that promote their three goals, 
and establish a tailored policy agenda with the support of HHSP. 



   

   

   

   
  



 

  

  

  
 


	Background and Purpose
	Activities and Action
	Activities and Action (cont.)
	Forest Park Vision and Goals

	What’s Next?

