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Dear Supporters,
Fiscal year 2025 marked a period of transformation, resilience, and purpose for 
FreeState Justice. In a year defined by increasing hostility toward LGBTQ+ rights nationally,
our organization deepened its commitment to protecting Maryland’s LGBTQ+
communities—rooted in the belief that every person deserves to thrive. We expanded
access to life-saving services, strengthened partnerships, and achieved landmark policy
victories that advance equality nationwide. 

At its core, FreeState Justice is driven by a simple but powerful belief: every LGBTQ+
person deserves to live safely, authentically, and free from discrimination. Our work
remains deeply grounded in community and sustained by the trust of those we serve.

Across Maryland, our team met people where they are—offering legal help,
advocating for affirming laws, and connecting thousands to resources that
foster stability and belonging. 
Between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025, FreeState Justice closed 972 legal cases,
reflecting another year of significant statewide growth. This expansion underscores the
strength of our roots and the deliberate, equity-driven strategies we’ve built to reach
more Marylanders than ever before. 

In 2022, we launched a statewide outreach model to bring legal clinics and community
engagement to regions historically underserved by affirming legal support. Today, we
provide direct legal services in 24 counties and Baltimore City, with strong growth in
Western Maryland, the Eastern Shore, Southern Maryland, and the Capital Region. These
efforts—supported by the Maryland Legal Services Corporation and key foundation
partners—have redefined access to justice for LGBTQ+ Marylanders across the state. 

Beyond the courtroom, our Policy team achieved one of the most consequential victories
in Maryland’s LGBTQ+ history: passage of the Carlton R. Smith Jr. HIV Modernization Act, 
repealing Maryland’s outdated HIV criminalization law. 

EXECUT IVE  SUMMARY
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Grounded In Equity, Growing Toward Justice



This milestone represents years of collaboration with the Equality Federation, Maryland’s HIV
Decriminalization Coalition, and advocates whose lived experiences guided this work. 

During the 2025 legislative session FreeState tracked 59 bills and provided testimony,
research, and coalition leadership. We championed measures that expanded access to
reproductive healthcare, extended tenant protections, and mandated anti-bias training for
public officials. These efforts continue to shape Maryland’s legal landscape—ensuring it
reflects evidence-based policy and inclusive rights for all. 

At the same time, our Resource Navigation Program became a critical lifeline for LGBTQ+
Marylanders facing housing instability, healthcare barriers, and growing fear in a polarized
environment. In the past year, FreeState responded to 2,149 requests for support in housing,
healthcare, and behavioral health services—including direct case management for 1,318
LGBTQ+ youth. These figures reflect more than numbers, they represent lives stabilized,
families supported, and dignities restored. 

This year, we also expanded into survivor case management, strengthening our ability to
serve LGBTQ+ individuals experiencing violence or displacement. 

Through trauma-informed care, warm handoffs, and new partnerships with emergency
housing providers, FreeState has become a trusted anchor for communities that too often
fall through systemic gaps. 

Our impact continued to branch outward through public education and community
partnerships. The FreeState Justice-led coalition, The Rainbow Roundtable, continues to bring
together LGBTQ+ leaders from across Maryland to share resources, align policy agendas, and
build local capacity. We deepened partnerships with BLAQ Equity Baltimore, SAGE, Chase
Brexton Health Services, The Pride Center of Maryland, and numerous law firms and advocacy
organizations—ensuring that LGBTQ+ Marylanders have comprehensive access to the tools
and information they deserve. 

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the collective efforts of
our staff, board, volunteers, and partners, or without the generosity of our donors and
funders. Together, we have built a stronger, more sustainable organization—rooted in
community and growing toward a future where all Marylanders can thrive. 

As we turn toward the implementation of our 2026–2028 Strategic Plan, FreeState Justice is
poised to deepen its statewide reach, strengthen its financial foundation, and continue
leading Maryland’s movement for LGBTQ+ equality. The work ahead will build on the roots 
we have planted—expanding our reach, amplifying community voices, and ensuring every
LGBTQ+ Marylander is safe, housed, healthy, and free to determine their own future. 

Phillip Westry, Esq.
Executive Director

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
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In Solidarity,

Andrew Adelman, Esq.
Board President
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LEGAL SERVICESLEGAL SERVICES

Cases Closed: 972     Cases Opened: 709

Cases closed from 
July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025

Over the past several years,
FreeState Justice’s pro bono legal
services program has grown
significantly in both scale and
impact. Our ability to expand grew
thanks to investment from partners
like the Maryland Legal Services
Corporation. With this support, we
launched in-person legal clinics in
Western Maryland and the Eastern
Shore in 2023, where many LGBTQ+
residents have long faced barriers
to legal help. 5

You Can
Request
Pro Bono
Legal
Services
Here SCAN HERE

Growing In Justice



As a result of increased outreach, strategic funding, and targeted clinic expansion,
FreeState Justice now serves more areas of Maryland than ever before. We’ve seen
especially strong growth in Western Maryland, Southern Maryland, the Eastern Shore,
and the Capital Region, areas that had previously been severely underserved when it
came to affirming legal support. This expanded reach reflects our commitment to
ensuring that LGBTQ+ people across the state can find the legal help they need.

MLSC/VOCA
82.9%

VOCA
11%

MLSC
2.4%

General Fund — 
Non-Casework

1 Case

FreeState Justice Placement

MLSC/VOCA
94.4%

General Fund — Casework
5.6%

MLSC/VOCA Fund
17 Cases

General Fund — Casework
1 Case

Pro Bono Placement
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L E G A L

CASES OPENED BY PLACEMENT AND FUND

MLSC/VOCA Fund
677 Cases

MLSC Fund
2 Cases

VOCA Fund
9 Cases

General Fund —
Casework

2 Cases

Allegany County
Anne Arundel County
Baltimore City
Baltimore County
Calvert County
Caroline County
Carroll County
Cecil County
Charles County
Dorchester County
Frederick County
Garrett County
Non-Maryland

27
52
379
114
1
4
13
6
8
8
51
5
22

Harford County
Howard County
Kent County
Montgomery County
Prince George’s County
Queen Anne’s County
St. Mary’s County
Somerset County
Talbot County
Washington County
Wicomico County
Worcester County

29
39
1
102
66
6
4
1
5
17
8
4

TotalCounty of Client Residence TotalCounty of Client Residence

Breakdown of Clients Served by County

FreeState Justice provided free legal
services to 23 counties in Maryland!

The Maryland Legal Services Corporation (MLSC) and the Maryland Victims of
Crimes Act (VOCA) provide a majority of the vital funding that make FreeState
Justice’s pro bono legal services possible. 



L E G A L

Lauren Pruitt, Esq.
Legal  Director

A Message From

Over the past year, FreeState Justice’s legal
team confronted rising anti-LGBTQ+
attacks nationwide. In response, we
adapted our work to meet this hostile
environment, intensifying advocacy against
harmful laws and prioritizing cases that
impact LGBTQ+ individuals and families.

We sharpened our litigation strategies
to build stronger discrimination claims
across healthcare, education, and
employment. As an organizational
plaintiff in a lawsuit against the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission,
we aim to set legal precedents that
protect LGBTQ+ rights and ensure
access to justice.

To present a united front, we
strengthened partnerships with local
and national LGBTQ+ organizations.
Together, we shared resources and
knowledge, enhancing our ability to
tackle threats effectively. We organized
Know Your Rights presentations,
training workshops, and community
forums to educate individuals and
service providers about legal
protections. Additionally, we partnered

with local law firms to provide
thousands of hours of pro bono legal
assistance.

Our legal team also provided
resources and toolkits to empower
LGBTQ+ individuals with vital
information on navigating legal
systems, reporting discrimination, and
accessing support services. By
spreading knowledge, we aim to foster
resilience within our community.

Beyond legal work, we joined public
awareness campaigns to counter
negative narratives about LGBTQ+
people. Through social media,
outreach, and educational programs,
we promote understanding and
challenge misinformation fueling
discrimination.

FreeState’s Legal Team remains
committed to advocating for
LGBTQ+ rights with tenacity and
compassion. 

Though challenges persist, our
community’s solidarity, visibility, and
Maryland’s legal protections empower
us to fight for equality, justice, and
protection more effectively than ever
before.

7
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POLICY  &
ADVOCACY
POLICY  &
ADVOCACY

By The Numbers

Posture counts are a way for individuals and organizations to publicly
support or oppose specific legislation. FreeState used them to strategically

show support for bills while emphasizing how others 
would hurt LGBTQ+ Marylanders.

Maryland has repealed its HIV criminal
offense law. The reform removes an
outdated statute that criminalized
people living with HIV and shifts from
fear-based approaches to public health
practices. Repealing the law aligns it
with current scientific understanding,
eliminating a barrier to testing by
removing a criminal consequence
associated with knowing one’s status. It
supports linkage to treatment by
reducing the risk that disclosure and
care engagement will be used against
people living with HIV. It promotes
stigma reduction by ending a law that
was enforced unfairly and no longer
aligns with modern prevention methods

like PrEP and treatment as prevention.
The law was approved on May 20,
2025, and took effect on October 1,
2025. FreeState Justice led community
education efforts, briefed lawmakers,
centered lived experience, and
coordinated a bipartisan strategy
through both chambers.

LANDMARK OUTCOME

R E P E A L  O F  M A R Y L A N D ’ S  H I V  C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N  L A W ,
T H E  C A R L T O N  R .  S M I T H  J R .  H I V  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  A C T

In the 2025 Maryland
Legislative Session,
FreeState Justice
tracked 59 Bills

Posture Counts

Championed Supported Opposed
1 53 5
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A D D I T I O N A L  E N A C T E D  M E A S U R E S  W I T H  M E A S U R A B L E  B E N E F I T  

County Board Member
Anti-Bias Training

 HB0324 

P O L I C Y

During the 2025 Maryland General Assembly, FreeState’s policy team worked
diligently to support legislative initiatives that protect and uplift LGBTQ+ individuals.
Our team advanced key priorities and secured several significant achievements:

Public Health Abortion
Grant Program

HB0930

Access to Counsel 
in Evictions

SB0154
Requires county school

board members to
complete anti-bias training

once per term. Approved
May 6, 2025; effective July
1, 2025. Strengthens local

governance where LGBTQ+
youth protections are
shaped and enforced.

Establishes a grant fund to
expand abortion access,

effective July 1, 2025.
Supports clinical stability
and access, especially for

safety-net providers
serving LGBTQ+ and HIV-
affected communities.

Extends $14M annual
funding for the Access to
Counsel in Evictions Fund
through FY2028. Effective
June 1, 2025. On-site legal

help reduces displacement
and supports LGBTQ+

youth, elders, and people
with HIV.

Geriatric and Medical Parole
SB0181 

Requires Parole Commission to consider
age, modernizing medical parole, removing
gubernatorial veto, and setting timelines for
reviews. Approved April 22, 2025 (Chapter
102); effective October 1, 2025. Supports
fairer, fiscally responsible release decisions.

Maryland Second Look Act
HB00853
Lets people with 20+ years served 
petition for sentence reduction. Courts weigh
maturity, rehabilitation, risk, and victim input.
Approved April 22, 2025 (Chapter 96);
effective October 1, 2025. It modifies severe
sentences, reflects developmental science
and reduces incarceration costs.

We’re proud to celebrate these
victories from the 2025 legislative
session. These wins reflect years of
collaboration and strategic
organizing. Building on this
momentum, our top legislative priority
for 2026 is expanding access to PrEP—
an essential tool to prevent HIV and
promote health equity across
Maryland. 
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You Can Read the 
Full FreeState Justice
Policy Report Here

SCAN HERE

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0324
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0154
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0154


P O L I C Y

Expanding Access to PrEP in Maryland
PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) access in Maryland remains inconsistent, even though it's
covered by state law and insurance. Many face delays, unexpected costs, and limited
availability. Prior authorization, slow same-day starts, and lab work often results in out-of-
pocket charges, and pharmacies may not stock PrEP. Community clinics lack stable
funding, and barriers are highest in rural areas and among Black and Brown communities,
trans people, youth, and those without stable housing.

In 2026, FreeState Justice will advocate for expanded PrEP access grounded in
community experience: prioritize evidence and equity, protect zero-cost preventive
care, reduce administrative delays, and align practices with current science.
Transparent data systems are key to tracking progress and identifying gaps.

Outreach will focus on communities most affected by HIV. Strategies include peer
navigators, mobile and evening clinics, pharmacist prescribers in underserved
areas, and multilingual materials. Flexible funding and targeted support will help
address emerging equity needs.

Elements Under Review
Pharmacist prescribing and 
same-day starts 
Analysis is underway for a statewide
protocol that would enable pharmacists
to initiate and maintain PrEP. The review
includes eligibility screening, immediate
dispensing, documentation, telehealth
use, reimbursement standards, and
coordination with primary care or clinics
when available. 

Prior authorization and cost sharing for
USPSTF Grade A and Grade B services 
The team is evaluating ways to eliminate
prior authorization and step therapy
requirements for PrEP medication and
related services in state-regulated
markets. The review includes zero-cost
coverage for visits, labs, and counseling
tied to preventive service ratings,
consistent definitions across carriers,
enforcement tools, and swift resolution
of complaints. 

Lab coverage, follow-up visits, and
rapid start support 
Reviewing coverage for baseline and
monitoring labs without cost sharing.
The analysis includes starter packs,
bridge fills, standing orders for rapid
starts, navigator support for
uninsured and underinsured clients,
and connections between mobile
testing and same-day initiation. 

Next Steps
Conclude coalition feedback
Finalize the framing memo with legal,
clinical, and community partners
Identify sponsors and timelines
 

Prepare draft language for targeted
sections while continuing stakeholder
consultation
Return to the General Assembly with a
package that reflects evidence, equity,
and operational feasibility 10

https://www.google.com/search?q=pre-exposure+prophylaxis&oq=what+does+PrEP+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBEAAYgAQyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDIHCAkQABiABNIBCDQ5MjBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiE4srLprOQAxVvJkQIHWPaMpYQgK4QegYIAQgAEAQ


P O L I C Y

Ronnie L. Taylor
Communit y  Impact  Director

A Message From

Maryland criminalized the alleged
transfer or attempted transfer of HIV,
tying criminal exposure to a health
condition rather than to conduct that
posed real risk. This discouraged testing
and disclosure, disrupted care
engagement, and made partner
services more difficult. Enforcement
was inconsistent: communities of color,
transgender individuals, sex workers,
people who use drugs, and those facing
housing instability were
disproportionately investigated and
arrested. These patterns showed how
the law deepened stigma and
undermined prevention.

The General Assembly considered
repeal bills in both chambers.
Committee chairs held hearings and
gathered written and oral testimony.
Amendments aligned the text with
current public health guidelines. Both
chambers passed the final version via
recorded votes. The Governor signed
the Act on May 20, 2025, and it takes
effect October 1, 2025.

FreeState Justice worked with legal,
medical, and community partners to
develop plain-language materials and
respond to technical questions from
legislators and staff. We prepared

testimony centering lived experiences
and current science, supported
community witnesses, aligned messages
across organizations, briefed the press,
and connected reporters with subject
matter experts. This approach ensured
consistent messaging and clear
guidance as the bill moved through 
both chambers. 

Repeal brings the law in line with
scientific understanding. It removes
legal penalties tied to knowing one’s HIV
status, lowers the risk that disclosure or
care engagement will be used against
people living with HIV, and encourages
same-day testing and faster care access. 

It strengthens treatment as prevention
and improves PrEP availability.
Anticipated outcomes include increased
HIV testing, shorter time to first medical
visit after diagnosis, higher viral
suppression rates, and fewer arrests and
prosecutions for alleged exposure.

Implementation will focus on
communities most affected by the prior
law. Outreach will target jurisdictions
with high enforcement rates and
populations with lower testing and
suppression rates. Training for
defenders and prosecutors will address
the law’s effective date, screening, and
dismissal procedures. Clinical partners
will reinforce disclosure counseling and
treatment-as-prevention messaging.
Community education will remain central
to ensure people understand the law’s
impact and their rights. 

11



Food/Clothing 
Services

14% Healthcare
28%

Housing
34%

RESOURCE 
NAVIGATION
RESOURCE 
NAVIGATION

2,149 Requests for Support

Information based on resource requests made
between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025.

Access to safe, affirming services remains essential for LGBTQ+ Marylanders,
especially amid growing fears of service rollbacks and discrimination in the
current political climate. Despite Maryland’s high LGBTQ+ population, systemic
barriers continue to block access to housing, healthcare, and mental health
support—particularly for trans people, youth, and communities of color.

As attacks on LGBTQ+ rights continue, we remain committed to
expanding this work, closing equity gaps, and ensuring that every person
we serve has access to the support they need to survive and thrive.

From July 1, 2024, to June 30,
2025, our team supported
1,318 LGBTQ+ youth and
facilitated 2,149 referrals for
care and support. The
majority of those referrals
were for basic needs such as
food, clothing, and legal
assistance, but housing and
healthcare remained critical
areas of need. When our
team made direct contact,
referral success rates were
high—over 90% for
healthcare, nearly 70% for
housing, and about two-
thirds for other essential
services. 12

Nourishing Community

Legal/Social
Services

24%



This year, FreeState Justice’s Resource
Navigation Program played a critical role
in supporting LGBTQ+ Marylanders
navigating deepening fear and rising
systemic barriers. Many clients have
expressed growing concern that the
essential services they rely on could
disappear under the current presidential
administration. Others worry their
identities will be ignored or disrespected
when seeking help — especially in
healthcare and housing systems.

These concerns reflect the real-world
impact of intersecting challenges: anti-
LGBTQ+ bias, poverty, and institutional
neglect. While Maryland has one of the
highest proportions of LGBTQ+ adults in
the country, it has not been immune to
the national surge in anti-LGBTQ+
legislation. In 2025, service providers
across the state reported worsening
mental health, housing instability, and
trauma among LGBTQ+ youth —
consistent with national data showing
that 39% of LGBTQ+ youth seriously
considered suicide in the past year.

Since the start of the year, our 
Resource Program has assisted

LGBTQ+ Youth

1,318

In this climate, trusted, identity-affirming
services are not optional, they are life-
saving. FreeState Justice’s resource
navigation work doesn’t just connect
people to care. It affirms their dignity and
reinforces their right to exist safely. As we
look ahead, we remain committed to
expanding this work and ensuring every
LGBTQ+ Marylander can access the
support they need without fear.

13

You Can Request
Resource Navigation
Services Here

SCAN HERE

R E S O U R C E S



low-barrier clinics, and formalized
follow-up processes to ensure that
contact attempts do not stop at
“referral made.”

While we’ve made great strides, there
are still areas for growth. Many clients
need multiple services at once, and the
gap between referrals made and
referrals actually completed remains an
area we need to improve.

Looking ahead, our priorities for the
coming year include:

FreeState Justice remains a trusted
anchor for Maryland’s LGBTQ+
communities. We will continue building
programs that meet people where they
are—with dignity, safety, and clear
pathways to stability.

R E S O U R C E S

My second year with FreeState Justice
has been one of real, hard-earned
growth. In February 2025, the Resource
Program expanded from triage
navigation into formal survivor case
management—a shift born from client
need.

Traé McWhite 
Resource Coordinator

Between January and August
2025, our team connected 302
young people to services and
made nearly 1,000 referrals
across healthcare, housing, and
critical basic needs.

We saw referral demand increase,
particularly for housing and
emergency support, as anti-LGBTQ+
rhetoric and policy threats escalated
nationwide. Locally, young people
came to us needing safety planning,
temporary shelter, assistance with
accessing gender-affirming care, and
legal support.

Taking on survivor clients has
changed how we work. Case plans are
now trauma-informed from intake
through closure, and we prioritize
rapid housing placements and warm
handoffs to mental health providers.
We’ve strengthened relationships
with two emergency housing
partners, expanded our healthcare
referral list to include more 

A Message From

Shortening referral-to-placement
time for housing-unstable youth
We’re working to shorten the time
between referral and placement for
unhoused youth so they can access
stable housing services more quickly.

Expanding behavioral-health
warm handoffs
We plan to expand our behavioral
health warm handoff process,
ensuring clients are personally
connected to mental health providers
for a smoother, more supportive
transition into care.

Tracking survivor outcomes more
closely
We aim to track survivor outcomes in
greater detail so we can report impact
beyond just numbers.

14



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERSSTRATEGIC PLAN SUMMARY 
Building The Future Of Equity

2026-2028

The 2026–2028 Strategic Plan builds on FreeState Justice’s strong foundation — deep
roots in community trust, and new branches of service growing statewide. This plan
reflects our organization’s commitment to stability, equity, and innovation as we expand
legal services, policy advocacy, and community partnerships that ensure every LGBTQ+
Marylander can thrive. 

Strategic Priorities 

We will grow our statewide footprint,
ensuring affirming legal and resource
services reach LGBTQ+ people in every
region of Maryland. 

Expand legal clinics in Western,
Southern, and Eastern Maryland 
Establish a permanent
Montgomery County office and
strengthen Prince George’s County
partnerships 
Increase total client services by
50% by FY2028 

We will strengthen the branches of
advocacy that protect and empower
LGBTQ+ Marylanders. 

Lead legislative advocacy in
housing, healthcare, and
employment equity
Grow the Rainbow Roundtable as a
statewide coalition for community
leadership 
Host Pathway to Progress
convenings linking community
voices and policymakers 

We will nurture FreeState Justice’s
long-term strength — growing from
solid roots of accountability and
collaboration. 

Diversify funding through
philanthropy, corporate, and
foundation partnerships 
Invest in staff development, inclusion,
and data-driven infrastructure 
Explore the creation of FreeState
Equality, a 501(c)(4) partner
organization for civic engagement
and advocacy 

Expanding Access and
Regional Equity

Ensuring Organizational
Sustainability and Growth 

Advancing Policy and
Community Power

Vision For The Future
By 2028, FreeState Justice will stand as
Maryland’s leading LGBTQ+ legal and
advocacy organization — thriving
statewide, anchored in community trust,
and sustained by a strong foundation of
equity and compassion. 

You Can Read The
Full Strategic Plan
Here

SCAN HERE
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Joel Medina 
Communit y  Engagement  and 
Development  Manager

A Message From

16

Whenever someone asks what my job is, I
tell them: I make sure FreeState Justice’s
services get to those who need them
most. 

This takes many different forms, from
curating our social media accounts to
connecting individually with donors and
funders. But no matter what form my
community engagement takes, each one
means that I’m lucky enough to speak
daily with the people who share our
mission of fighting for Maryland’s most
marginalized. And, as we’ve seen more
and more attacks against LGBTQ+, Black
and Brown, and particularly transgender
communities, I have realized just what’s
at stake in our ongoing fight to make
Maryland inclusive for all. 

This past year has been a historic one in
terms of community engagement;
FreeState Justice has seen more traffic
on our website, social media channels,
and events than it ever has before. This
has been reflected by the number of
people donating to the organization,
with our updated donor systems not
only making it easier than ever for
people to support us but ensuring they
can put their hard-earned money to the

parts of FreeState they believe in
most. It has been truly an honor to
further connect this organization with
the communities it serves — but I
know that it’s still not enough. And
luckily, as this report showcases, we
are committed to doing even more
for those who need us in this state. 

As we look forward, it’s clear that
attacks against the communities we
serve will only increase in the coming
months.

As the person tasked with
speaking to FreeState’s
audience, one thing has become
clear: our community is ready to
fight. 

Whether it be through donating,
volunteering, or requesting services, I
find it immensely gratifying to help
remind everyone scared today that
they have the resources they need to
join us in this work. 

To everyone who supports us, thank
you. I know I’ve had the privilege of
speaking with many of you already,
and to those I haven’t, I look forward
to meeting and telling you about all
the ways your support helps us make
Maryland a place where truly anyone
can thrive. 



PARTNERSHIPS &  COLLABORATIONS
Growth Through Alliances

At FreeState Justice, collaboration is central to how we serve and support
Maryland’s LGBTQ+ community. Throughout the year, we partnered with
organizations across the state — and the country — to expand access to
affirming legal services, strengthen our outreach, and deepen our advocacy. 

Brown, Goldstein & Levy officially
partnered with FreeState to host pro

bono legal clinics for LGBTQ+
Marylanders and support statewide
efforts to advance LGBTQ+ rights.

BLAQ Equity Baltimore maintains an
official partnership with FreeState to
expand access to legal services and

support for Black and gender-
expansive communities statewide.

Rainbow Roundtable

The Rainbow Roundtable
is a coalition of LGBTQ+-

serving orgs led by
FreeState who meet

monthly to discuss ways
to support LGBTQ+

Marylanders. 

Maryland’s LGBTQ+
Legislative Caucus has
worked with FreeState

to advocate for and
pass multiple pieces of

inclusive legislation.

The Pride Center of
Maryland has

collaborated with
FreeState on the ‘HAUS

of TAC’ and various
other programs

throughout 2025.

SAGE and FreeState
have collaborated to
promote respect for
LGBTQ+ elders and

create inclusive
programming.

FreeState works with
Chase Brexton to
ensure LGBTQ+

Marylanders have
the health resources

they need.

Miles & Stockbridge
partnered with

FreeState Justice on
multiple legal clinics

and helped expand the
organization’s pro bono
legal provider network.

Maryland HIV
Coalition

Maryland HIV
Coalition

FreeState Justice leads
this group of LGBTQ+-

serving orgs and
advocates fighting for

HIV decriminalization in
Maryland.

Equality Federation
and FreeState Justice

collaborated on a
statewide campaign to

pass the Carlton R.
Smith Jr. HIV

Modernization Act.

17



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Total Income

$1,456,696

F INANCIAL  OVERVIEW
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Total Expenses

$1,391,453

Government Grants
46.5%

Foundation Grants
32.3%

Contributions
20.2%

Training Fees
1%

CONTRIBUTIONS
$295,739
20%

TRAINING FEES
$16,350

1%

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
$676,107
46%

FOUNDATION GRANTS
$468,500

32%

Programming
71%

Administration
18%

Development
11%

ADMINISTRATION
$245,742

18%

DEVELOPMENT
$155,255

11%

PROGRAMMING
$990,456

71%

This information is reflective of FreeState Justice's fiscal year, which is 
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025.

A cash basis of accounting was used for the information displayed above.

Built on Trust & Transparency

Abell Foundation
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Baltimore Bar Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation of America
Chase Brexton Health Services

Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation
Enterprise Mobility
Equality Federation
Fidelity Charitable

Greater Washington Community Foundation
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

THANK YOU TO OUR INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS
THESE ARE THE FOUNDATIONS WHOSE SUPPORT MAKES FREESTATE JUSTICE’S WORK POSSIBLE

Hirshhorn Foundation
ITS Donations

Maryland Legal Services Corporation
PNC Foundation

PayPal Giving Fund
Pledgeling Foundation

SAGE Services & Advocacy for LGBTQ+ Elders
Serini Foundation

The Joseph Meyerhoff Fund
Venable Foundation



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Changemakers
$50 - $99/Month or $600 - $1,199/Year

Andrew Adelman, Esq. 
Andrew Ansel
Robert Bitzel

Brenda Dorsch

Adam Farra, Esq.
Nettie Horne

Tina Jones
Alicia Lucksted

Shawn McIntosh

Catherine O’Malley
Lauren Pruitt, Esq. 

Terry Staudenmaier
Phillip Westry, Esq. 

Champions
$100+/ Month or $1,200+/ Year

Phoebe Conybeare
Susan Dumont

Lauren Fleming, Esq.
Jason Hicks

Trailblazers
$20 - $49 / Month or $240 - $599 / Year

Steven Beckman
Lawrence Blim
April Cavaletto

Leland Colly
Bren Dahl

Ash Flores-Maldonado
Sarah Gannett
Steven Hanton
Helene Hedian

Dawn Lewis
Laura Mateczun

Lisa McClean
Johanna Miller

Alexa Milton
Charles Mullins

Jean Noonan
Amanda Paige

Diana Philip

Gerald Popko
Amber Rieke

Joy & Steve Sakamoto-Wengel
Edward Shearin

Lindsey Sier
Robert Suttle

Ronnie Taylor L.
Stanley Wray

D'Ontace D. Keyes
Greg Rex

Christopher Uhl
Lindsey Young

Mark Yost

Businesses

Ballard Spahr
Bowie & Jensen LLC

Canton Wine Girl LLC
Cedar Lane Unitarian
Checkerspot Brewing

DLA Piper
Dutch Courage

Friends Of Kris Fair
Give Lively

Inc. AdNet/AccountNet
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Lord Baltimore Hotel
MERCK

Mid Atlantic Arts Inc.
Miles & Stockbridge

Nina’s Cookie Explosion
Pickett Brewing Company
Rocky Mountain Equality
Royal Rabbit Vineyards

Universalist Congregation
Visionist Inc.
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Donors
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Santiago Alvarez

Jeffrey Attix

Martin Beadle

John Bedda Le

Sandy Bell

Tor Berg

Adrienne Bergeron

Robert Blackwell

Claudia Borzutzky

Paul Bottone Devine

Olivia Bourland

Joanna Brown

Wilma Brown

Sierra Bunton

Geoffrey Burkhart

Bradley Burton

Humzah Butt

Jason Byrd

Andrew Cannizzaro

Colin Carmello

Neil Castine

Tim Chance

Stephen Charing

Brandon Freeman

Tyler Fultz

Allison Fultz

Joanna Gadsby

Prateek Gajwani

Melissa Gessner

Rashaan D. Gilmore

George Goldman

Matthew Grant

Evan Greenstein

Shaun Hardy

Louise Harmony

Elizabeth Harper

Adrian Harrison

Roger Hartley

Tommy Hassel

Kelly Haynie

Heather Heiman

Amy Hennen

Karen Hillman

Sailor Holobaugh

Barbara Hoover

Andrea Howe

Craig Howell

Zachary Hubert

Kevin Chavez

Steven Chen

Xavier Conaway

David Conway

Charlotte Cooksey

Jon Dasbach

Josh Davis

Jeffrey Davis

Elizabeth DeSitter

Michael DeStefano

Andrew DeStefano

Brian Devlin

Lauren DiMartino

Kate Drabinski

Marcia Dresner

Matt DuMont

Franck Dumetz

Kathleen Durkin

Michael Elizabeth

James Enslow

Robert Feldman

Suzy Filbert

Susan Francis

Ben Freedman

Otis Freeman



Kate Hull

Ellie Hunter

Marcus Johnson

Marissa Johnson

Peter Johnson

Joyce Jones

Scott Kelly

Ian Moss

Dana Nearing

Jessica Nelson

Jenny O'Grady

Lynne OKeefe Muller

Tioluwani Odunuga

Jeffrey Ostendorff

Jessica Ostrander

Olivia Pickett

Sharma Pillutla

Allison Pinder

Heather Polzin

Allie Post

Ruth Potts

Mark Procopio

Emily Puhl

Sandra Raynes

Ali Valin

Vicki Vandenburg

Yaritza Velez

Brie Verrinder

Emil Volcheck

Ted Waddell

Tyler Waldman

Henry Wallace

DeAnn Weaver-Haas

Gary Weber

Jessica Weissman

Joey Whelihan

Dara Winfield

Benjamin Winig

Dr. Bryant Woodford

Tanner Wray

Sahand Yazdanyar

Vickie Yiannoulou

Alice Young K.

Amelie Zurn-Galinsky

Donors
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Jennifer Reed

Paul M Rensted

Rafael Sanchez-Cruz

Zachary Saucier

Dona Sauerburger

Stephanie Schaefer

Jude Scheidt

Katherine Schwartz

Lila Shane

Jim Slattery

Adam Snyder

Thomas Snyder

Kriss Studio K. L.

Erin Subramanian

Tare Suriel

Yvette Tarlov

Stuart Tart

Christopher Taylor

Paul Thomas

Tarrence Thrash

Katrina Threat

April Tomoney

Patrick Tyler

Michael Ulman

Kara Urban

We have received over
$10,000 in anonymous

donations over the
year. To the folks who

made those
donations, thank you.





Donate WebsiteVolunteer

2601 N Howard Street, Suite 120, Baltimore, MD 21218
(T)  410-625-LGBT (5428)

freestate-justice.org

@freestatejustice

@freestatejustice.bsky.social‬@FreeState Justice

@FreeState Justice
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