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Introduction

Navigating time-sharing and child support issues can be
overwhelming, especially without a clear understanding of
Florida's legal process. This guide was created to give you
a foundational understanding of child custody and child
support in Floridoa—and to show how L. M. Knox Law and
Mediation can help protect your parental rights and
secure the best possible outcome for your family.

813-447-3001 www.Ilmknoxlaw.com


https://www.lmknoxlaw.com/

What 1s
Time-Sharing?

Time-sharing refers to the legal
determination of where a child will
live and who will make decisions
about their welfare, education,
health, and more.

Types ot Custody Arrangements in Florida:

Sole Custody: One parent has both physical and legal custody. This is
rare in Florida and typically awarded only when one
parent is deemed unfit.

Joint Custody: Parents share responsibility for the child. However, this
doesn't necessarily mean a 50/50 split; arrangements
vary based on the child’s best interests.

Why It's Important to Work with an Attorney

L. M. Knox Law and Mediation can help you:

including factors like stability, the child’s preference (if age-

Understand the court’s standards for “the child’s best interests,”
appropriate), and each parent’s ability to meet the child’s needs.

Identify and present evidence to support your custody goals.

@ Develop a comprehensive parenting plan that addresses every
detail, minimizing future conflicts.

TIP: In custody cases, small details can have big impacts. A family law attorney

ensures that no detail is overlooked and that your case is as strong as possible.




Why a Parentin
Plan 1s Essenti

What is a Parenting Plan?

In Florida, the court requires a detailed
parenting plan that outlines how each parent
will contribute to the child’s well-being.

This includes:

e Time-sharing Schedules:

Outlining who has the child on weekdays,
weekends, holidays, and vacations.

e Decision-Making Authority:
Stating who is responsible for decisions on
health, education, and activities.

e Communication Guidelines:

Setting expectations for how parents
communicate with each other and the child.

Our Role in Creating

a Parenting Plan

e We ensure your parenting plan is
comprehensive and in line with Florida's legal
standards.

* We advocate for time-sharing and decision-
making arrangements that work for you and
your child.

e We help you prepare for potential issues, like
relocation or scheduling conflicts, that could
require future modifications.

FACT: Parenting plans help reduce conflict, but only if they are crafted with care.

Trust an attorney to cover all bases and address any unique family circumstances.




How We Prepare
Clients for Court

our team will:

e Guide you in gathering
and organizing evidence.

e Help you understand
what the judge will
expect to see in terms of
parental responsibility.

Support you every step of
the way, so you feel
confident and prepared
for your hearing.

REMEMBER: Custody hearings
can be intimidating, but you
don't have to face them alone.
With professional support, you'll
be ready to present your case
effectively.

Be Complex

Custody hearings are more than just
showing up in court. They

of family law. Courts
assess multiple factors when deciding
custody, and without proper
representation, it's easy to feel lost.

What You Need for a Strong Case

Evidence of your relationship with your
child, including a record of parenting
duties and a log of expenses.

Statements from family members,
teachers, or professionals familiar with
your role in your child’s life.

Presenting a structured argument about
why your proposed custody
arrangement serves your child’'s best
interests.
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What 1s
Chauld Support?

Child support is the financial support one
parent provides to the other to help cover
the child’'s needs, including education,
healthcare, and living expenses. Florida uses
specific guidelines to calculate support
amounts based on the parents incomes

and the child’s needs.

Child support amounts aren’'t arbitrary; they're calculated based on a
variety of factors that require precise documentation. An attorney can help

you:
Ensure all relevant income and expenses are

properly documented.
Make sure that calculations are accurate and fair.
Represent your interests if there’s a dispute over the

support amount.

Moditying Child Support
Life changes—such as a job change, relocation, or remarriage—can impact

child support. A lawyer can help you file for a modification if necessary,

making the process smoother and more efficient.

FACT: Small miscalculations in child support can lead to significant financial issues.
Professional guidance ensures that your support order is accurate from the start.



Common
Challenges

& How an Attorney Can Help

e Relocation and Custody

Moving out of state or a significant
distance away can complicate
custody. An attorney helps navigate
legal requirements, protects your
rights, and advocates for adjustments
to your parenting plan if needed.

e Parental Alienation

If one parent tries to turn a child
against the other, it's called parental
alienation. Courts take this issue
seriously, and an attorney can help
you protect your relationship with your
child in such situations.

INSIGHT: Child custody and support
issues can be emotionally draining.
Working with an attorney helps you
stay focused and protects your
interests.

e Enforcing or Modifying Custody or Support Orders

Circumstances change, and sometimes orders need to be enforced or
modified. Whether you're facing unpaid support or need to change your
custody arrangement, a lawyer provides the guidance and representation to

get it done legally and efficiently.




Why Choose Us

for Your Custody and Support Case?

Proven Expertise

L. M. Knox Law and Mediation is
dedicated to helping parents
navigate complex custody and
support cases. Our extensive
experience as a family law mediator
and litigator means we know the ins
and outs of Florida's legal system.

Personalized Attention

Every family is unique. L. M. Knox Law
and Mediation takes the time to
understand your specific situation
and create a strategy that works
best for you and your child.

Commitment to Your Best
Interests

At L. M. Knox Law and Mediation, our
priority is helping you secure a
future where you and your child are
protected, empowered, and
supported.

TAKEAWAY: Child custody and support decisions will impact your life for years to come.

Choosing the right attorney is the first step to ensuring those decisions work in your
favor.




Making decisions about time-sharing and child custody is
challenging, but you don't have to do it alone. Whether
youre preparing for a custody hearing or need guidance
on creating a parenting plan, L. M. Knox Law and
Mediation is here to help. Connect with us today to secure
your child’s future with confidence.

Ready to take the next step:

Contact us today to schedule a consultation and discover
how we can help you achieve the best outcome for your

family.
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