
 

 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
 

29 March 2026 

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
 

The Triduum liturgies are the heart of everything for 
us Catholic Christians.  The depth of meaning em-
bedded in them far surpasses our understanding, but 
even so, something deep is stirred within us and we 
“know” God is with us. 
 

Washing feet is a compelling witness to the strength 
of humble service.  Kiss the wood of the cross with 
grateful love, compassion and reverence.  Follow the 
light of Christ lifted high in the darkness.  Promise 
again to live according to the promises of your bap-
tism as we witness the fervor of new members 
bathed in the same waters. 
 

Come to these liturgies.  Come with an open heart 
and a readiness to participate fully in every facet of 
what God is doing in us and for us.  Experience the 
symbols, savor the prayers, hear God’s Word speak-
ing in the depths of your heart.  Lift your voice in 
supplication and thanksgiving. 

HOLY THURSDAY 
 

Among the various mysteries celebrated on this 
evening is the Lord’s gift of the Eucharist to his fol-
lowers.  The Eucharist has been described as the 
sacrament of the Lord’s presence during his ab-
sence: it increases our hunger for his coming.  When 
we finish that evening, feel free to linger in church, 
in watchful prayer before the Eucharist, answering 
Jesus’ plea to his disciples to watch and pray with 
him.  Stir into flame your hunger for him. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT 
NEXT SUNDAY 

 

A second annual 
Easter Egg Hunt is 
organized by the 
Women’s Ministry.  
Right after Mass next 
Sunday, out on the 
front lawns at the 
friary, church and 

school all the children can put their search-and-find 
skills to the test. 

SILENCE IN THE LITURGY 
 

“Music arises out of silence and returns to silence.  God 
is revealed both in the beauty of song and in the power of 
silence.  Silence in the liturgy allows the community to 
reflect on what it has heard and experienced, and to open 
its heart to the mystery celebrated.  The importance of 
silence in the liturgy cannot be overemphasized.” 

Sing to the Lord : Music in Catholic Worship 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2007 

 

The group that has gathered to explore the spiritual-
ity of the liturgy on recent Saturdays spent some 
time discussing the role of silence in our Sunday 
Mass.  If you notice some silent pauses in our litur-
gies: between the readings, after the homily, after 
Communion — it’s deliberate.  Please, consider it a 
gift, and use it prayerfully. 

WASHING OF FEET ON HOLY THURSDAY 
EVENING MASS OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER 

 

The washing of feet is a unique 
liturgical ritual in all of Catholic 
worship.  It is a deliberate re-
presentation of Jesus’ example of 
humble service that he begged us 
to imitate.  We are planning a 
slightly different approach to 
that ritual this year. 
 

After Father David washes the 
feet of several individuals, there 
will be three or four stations around the altar: a 
chair, a towel and a basin, a pitcher of water.  People 
of the parish, on your own initiative and inspiration 
are invited to come to a chair and wash someone’s 
feet.  Perhaps a husband and wife will take turns 
washing each other.  Parents may want to wash their 
children’s feet.  Maybe you’ll approach someone in 
our congregation whom you want to honor for their 
generous service to our parish and ask that person if 
you can wash his or her feet. 
 

The ritual unfolds naturally and is movingly prayer-
ful.  Holy Thursday is this week.  Will you be hum-
ble enough to allow someone to wash you feet?  Is 
there someone in our community to whom you 
want to extend this generous act of gratitude, service 
and simple love? 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 

We reflect on all of the evil our Lord endured in the 
bright light of Easter — how else could we call such 
a day “good?”  We do not weep over a corpse; we 
adore the conqueror of death.  We do not minimize 
our Lord’s sufferings; we gather in a somber atmos-
phere.  Good Friday is not a day of mourning; it’s a 
celebration — a thanksgiving for the infinite love 
God showed the world through his son’s passion. 

HOLY SATURDAY 
THE EASTER VIGIL 

 

The solemn silence and fasting of the long day when 
Jesus’ body lay in the tomb and the church is silent 
breaks after nightfall.  In a church lit by tiny flames, 
kindled from the Easter candle which is placed high 
for all to see, the most lyrical of thanksgivings rises:  
 

“night truly blessed … when Christians everywhere, 
washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement, 
are restored to grace and grow together in holiness 
… when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and 
rose triumphant from the grave … O happy fault, 
which gained for us so great a Redeemer … accept 
this Easter candle, a flame divided but undimmed, 
a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God.” 
 

The long Liturgy of the Word recalls God’s activity 
on behalf of his people over the centuries.  Between 
the Old Testament readings and the New, we sing 
the Glory to God, ringing the church bells anticipating 
the Word of God proclaiming to us that he is alive!  
 

Do your best to carry the spirit of prayer and reflec-
tion to everything else you do those days between 
gathering here on Thursday evening, Friday after-
noon, Saturday night and Easter Sunday morning. 
 

Come.  You won’t be disappointed. 

The collection every year on Good Friday benefits the Chris-
tians and all the holy places in and around Jerusalem where the 
events of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection took place. 
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PRAY FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
 

If you or members of your family are admitted to the hospital and would like to be visited and remembered in prayer, please notify the parish office.  If you are 
unable to attend Mass and want to receive a visit from the pastor, a deacon, or a eucharistic minister, please contact the parish office. 

 

Let us always pray for our sick and shut-in parishioners.  In particular, please remember in prayer: 

Mary Adderly 
E-Otree Allen 
Phillip Ashton 
Kimberley Barnes-Ohanwe 
Jean Bennett 
Parrish Boyd 
Karen Brown-Berkley 
Michael Bruce 
Renee Bruce 
Al Butler 

Debbie Chase 
Louis Cooper 
Linda Davis 
Kenneth Davis 
Dante Davis 
Dale Dyson 
Earlene Forrest 
William Ford III 
Eric Frazier 
Sarah Gamble 

JoAnn Glenn 
Karen Gross 
Gloria B. Harris 
Angela Johnson 
Cornell (Nelson) Johnson 
Josie Johnson 
Joseph Jones 
Sheila Leary-Smith 
Ernest Livers 
Charles Manns, III 

Kimberly Merrill 
Brenda Richardson 
Charles Richardson Williams 
Corey Richardson 
Carl & Bernice Shrieves 
Danielle Singley 
Bryan Smith 
Daniel Smith Sr. 
Archie Stith 
Rosalita Stone 

Gloria Tate 
Ernest Thames 
Jean Thomas 
Kenneth Townsend, Sr. 
Tammy Vaughn 
Rosalie Watkins 
Sr. Ann Marie Whelan, SSND 
Yvonne Wilder 
William Young, Sr. 
Alice Zaborowski 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

03/29: Carmen Tuitt on the 8th anniversary of her pass-
ing, requested by her friend, Reva Stephens; 

04/02: the people of Saint Ambrose Church; 
04/04: the people of Saint Ambrose Church; 
04/05: the people of Saint Ambrose Church; 
04/09: the people of Saint Ambrose Church; 
04/12: Helen M. Augins on the 1st year of her passing, 

requested by her daughters, Faye Augins and 
Shelley Tyler; 

04/16: the people of Saint Ambrose Church. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto the faithful departed, O 
Lord, and let your perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Use this QR code to make 
a donation or to sign up 
for online giving. 

TITHES AND COLLECTIONS 

22 March 2026 — online contributions   $1,198.30 

22 March 2026 — envelope contributions   $4,185.00 

Sunday collection total   $5,383.30 

Thank you so much for your continuous support! 

WHAT IF I CAN’T KNEEL? 
 

Ordinarily, kneeling is the preferred posture during 
the Eucharistic prayer at Mass in the United States.  
But kneeling is not easy or possible for many peo-
ple.  If you cannot kneel, please let me recommend 
that you remain standing through the prayer. 
 

Standing is a way of showing respect.  It certainly is 
more reverent than sitting down.  Be prudent, how-
ever.  If you cannot stand for any length of time, 
please sit.  A unity of posture throughout the Mass 
is the ideal and the plan.  But since many of us can-
not kneel, consider standing as the better alterna-
tive.  If standing is also a burden, of course, you 
ought to sit.  
 

What’s more, the Eucharistic prayer is the climax of 
every Mass; it is the moment of deepest commun-
ion leading to the sharing of the Body and Blood of 
Christ which is the sign and the cause of our unity 
in Jesus.  Standing opens us to an awareness of be-
ing a part of community while kneeling fosters a 
more private and solitary sense. 
 

In this regard, I am asking everyone in our congre-
gation who has the stamina to stand for the entire 
Eucharistic prayer all through the Easter season.  
Let’s make it an experiment: 
¨ does it foster our sense of being united in community? 
¨ does it enhance our ability to participate and sing fully the 

acclamations? 
¨ does it contribute to our awareness of the unity of the 

entire Eucharistic prayer from the Introductory Dialogue 
all the way to the Great Amen? 

 

Starting with Holy Thursday’s Evening Mass of the 
Lord ’s Supper, let’s give this a try.  When we come 
to Pentecost, let me know how you experienced it. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

A group of about 15 people have been gathering in 
the Saint Augustine Room at 6:30 on Wednesday 
evenings for about an hour to study the Bible.  They 
are currently prayerfully reading the Passion Narra-
tives.  Anyone is always welcome to join.  There is 
no need to sign up — just come to the friary’s front 
door. 



AT THE MASS 
 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 50: 4 - 7 
 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained 
tongue, that I might know how to speak to the 
weary a word that will rouse them.  Morning after 
morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I 
have not rebelled, have not turned back.  I gave 
my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 
those who plucked my beard; my face I did not 
shield from buffets and spitting. 
 

The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not dis-
graced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I 
shall not be put to shame. 
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SECOND READING Philippians 2: 6 - 11  
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God something to be 
grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and 
found human in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

AT THE PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 21: 1- 11 
 

When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem 
and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Je-
sus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the 
village opposite you, and immediately you will find 
an ass tethered, and a colt with her.  Untie them and 
bring them here to me.  And if anyone should say 
anything to you, reply, ‘The master has need of 
them.’  Then he will send them at once.”  This hap-
pened so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet might be fulfilled: Say to daughter Zion, 
“Behold, your king comes to you, meek and riding on an ass, 
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”  The disciples 
went and did as Jesus had ordered them. They 
brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks 
over them, and he sat upon them.  The very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others 
cut branches from the trees and strewed them on 
the road.  The crowds preceding him and those fol-
lowing kept crying out and saying: “Hosanna to the 
Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.”  And when he 
entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and 
asked, “Who is this?”  And the crowds replied, “This 
is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22: 8 - 9, 17 - 20, 23 - 24 
 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me? 

 

All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with     
parted lips, they wag their heads:  “He relied on     
the LORD; let him deliver him, let him rescue     
him, if he loves him.” 

 

Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers 
closes in upon me; they have pierced my hands 
and my feet; I can count all my bones. 

 

They divide my garments among them, and for my 
vesture they cast lots.  But you, O LORD, be not 
far from me; O my help, hasten to aid me. 

  

I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the 
midst of the assembly I will praise you:  “You 
who fear the LORD, praise him; all you descend-
ants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all 
you descendants of Israel!” 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 



GOSPEL Matthew 26: 14 - 27: 66 
 

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests and said, “What are you 
willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” 
They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and from that 
time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him 
over. 
 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do 
you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell 
him, ‘The teacher says, “My appointed time draws 
near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover 
with my disciples.” ’ ”  The disciples then did as Je-
sus had ordered, and prepared the Passover.  
 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the 
Twelve.  And while they were eating, he said, 
“Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”  
Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him 
one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?”  He said 
in reply,  “He who has dipped his hand into the dish 
with me is the one who will betray me.  The Son of 
Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed.  It 
would be better for that man if he had never been 
born.” Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely 
it is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You have said so.” 
 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, 
“Take and eat; this is my body.”  Then he took a 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the cove-
nant, which will be shed on behalf of many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, from now on I 
shall not drink this fruit of the vine until the day 
when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my 
Father.”  Then, after singing a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives.   
 

Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will 
have your faith in me shaken, for it is written: 
I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
dispersed; but after I have been raised up,  I shall go 
before you to Galilee.”  Peter said to him in reply, 
“Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine 
will never be.”  Jesus said to him, “Amen, I say to 
you, this very night before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even 
though I should have to die with you, I will not deny 
you.”  And all the disciples spoke likewise. 
  

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Geth-
semane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
go over there and pray.”  He took along Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow 
and distress. Then he said to them, “My soul is sor-
rowful even to death.  Remain here and keep watch 
with me.”  He advanced a little and fell prostrate in 
prayer, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.”  
When he returned to his disciples he found them 
asleep. He said to Peter, “So you could not keep 
watch with me for one hour?  Watch and pray that 
you may not undergo the test.  The spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.”  Withdrawing a second time, 
he prayed again, “My Father, if it is not possible that 
this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be 
done!”  Then he returned once more and found 
them asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open.  
He left them and withdrew again and prayed a third 
time, saying the same thing again. Then he returned 
to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest?  Behold, the hour is 
at hand when the Son of Man is to be handed 
over to sinners. Get up, let us go.  Look, my be-
trayer is at hand.”   
 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, 
with swords and clubs, who had come from the 
chief priests and the elders of the people. 
His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, say-
ing, “The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him.” 
Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, 
“Hail, Rabbi!” and he kissed him.  Jesus answered 
him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” 
Then stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus 
and arrested him.  And behold, one of those who 
accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, 
drew it, and struck the high priest’s servant, cut-
ting off his ear.  Then Jesus said to him, “Put 
your sword back into its sheath, for all who take 
the sword will perish by the sword.  Do you think 
that I cannot call upon my Father and he will not 
provide me at this moment with more than twelve 
legions of angels? But then how would the Scrip-
tures be fulfilled which say that it must come to 
pass in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the 
crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to seize me?  Day after day 
I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did not 
arrest me.  But all this has come to pass that the 
writings of the prophets may be fulfilled.”  Then 
all the disciples left him and fled.  



Those who had arrested Jesus led him away 
to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 
the elders were assembled.  Peter was following 
him at a distance as far as the high priest’s court-
yard, and going inside he sat down with the serv-
ants to see the outcome.  The chief priests and the 
entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testi-
mony against Jesus in order to put him to death, 
but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward.  Finally two came forward who 
stated, “This man said, ‘I can destroy the temple 
of God and within three days rebuild it.’” The 
high priest rose and addressed him, “Have you no 
answer? What are these men testifying against 
you?” But Jesus was silent.  Then the high priest 
said to him, “I order you to tell us under oath be- 
fore the living God whether you are the Christ, 
the Son of God.”  Jesus said to him in reply, “You 
have said so.  But I tell you: From now on you will 
see ‘the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the 
Power’ and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’”  
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He 
has blasphemed! What further need have we of 
witnesses? You have now heard the blasphemy; 
what is your opinion?”  They said in reply, “He 
deserves to die!” Then they spat in his face and 
struck him, while some slapped him, saying, 
“Prophesy for us, Christ: who is it that struck 
you?”  
 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.  
One of the maids came over to him and said, 
“You too were with Jesus the Galilean.”  But he 
denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I do not 
know what you are talking about!”  As he went 
out to the gate, another girl saw him and said to 
those who were there, “This man was with Jesus 
the Nazorean.”  Again he denied it with an oath, 
“I do not know the man!”  A little later the by-
standers came over and said to Peter, “Surely you 
too are one of them; even your speech gives you 
away.”  At that he began to curse and to swear, “I 
do not know the man.”  And immediately a cock 
crowed.  Then Peter remembered the word that 
Jesus had spoken: “Before the cock crows you will 
deny me three times.”  He went out and began to 
weep bitterly. 
 

When it was morning, all the chief priests and the 
elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to 
put him to death.  They bound him, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. 
 

Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had 

been condemned, deeply regretted what he had 
done.  He returned the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned 
in betraying innocent blood.”  They said, “What is 
that to us?  Look to it yourself.”  Flinging the 
money into the temple, he departed and went off 
and hanged himself.  The chief priests gathered 
up the money, but said, “It is not lawful to depos-
it this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of 
blood.”  After consultation, they used it to buy 
the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. 
That is why that field even today is called the 
Field of Blood.  Then was fulfilled what had been 
said through Jeremiah the prophet, 
 

And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value  
of  a man with a price on his head, a price set by  
some of the Israelites, and they paid it out for the  
potter's field just as the Lord had commanded me. 

 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he 
questioned him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say so.” And when he was ac-
cused by the chief priests and elders, he made no 
answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not 
hear how many things they are testifying against 
you?”  But he did not answer him one word, so 
that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor 
was accustomed to release to the crowd one pris-
oner whom they wished.  And at that time they 
had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.  So 
when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, 
“Which one do you want me to release to you, 
Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?”  For he knew 
that it was out of envy that they had handed him 
over.  While he was still seated on the bench, 
his wife sent him a message,  “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man.  I suffered much in a 
dream today because of him.”  The chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas but to destroy Jesus.  The governor said 
to them in reply, “Which of the two do you want 
me to release to you?” They answered, 
“Barabbas!” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall 
I do with Jesus called Christ?”  They all said, “Let 
him be crucified!”  But he said, “Why?  What evil 
has he done?”  They only shouted the louder, 
“Let him be crucified!”  When Pilate saw that he 
was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water and washed 
his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man's blood.  Look to it your-



selves.” And the whole people said in reply, 
“His blood be upon us and upon our children.” 
Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he 
had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be cru-
cified.  Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the 
whole cohort around him.  They stripped off his 
clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about 
him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed 
it on his head, and a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, say-
ing, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  They spat upon 
him and took the reed and kept striking him on 
the head.  And when they had mocked him, 
they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his 
own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. 
 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian 
named Simon; this man they pressed into service 
to carry his cross.  
 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha 
— which means Place of the Skull —, they gave 
Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.  But when he 
had tasted it, he refused to drink.  After they had 
crucified him, they divided his garments by casting 
lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him 
there.  And they placed over his head the written 
charge against him:  This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.  Two revolutionaries were crucified with 
him, one on his right and the other on his left.  
Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you 
are the Son of God, and come down from the 
cross!”  Likewise the chief priests with the scribes 
and elders mocked him and said, “He saved oth-
ers; he cannot save himself.  So he is the king of 
Israel!  Let him come down from the cross now, 
and we will believe in him.  He trusted in God; let 
him deliver him now if he wants him.  For he said, 
‘I am the Son of God.’” The revolutionaries who 
were crucified with him also kept abusing him in 
the same way.   
 

From noon onward, darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon.  And 
about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”  which means, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
Some of the bystanders who heard it said,  “This 
one is calling for Elijah.”  Immediately one of 
them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, 
and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. 

But the rest said, “Wait, let us see if Elijah comes 
to save him.”  But Jesus cried out again in a loud 
voice, and gave up his spirit. 
 
 
Here all kneel and pause for a short time.  
 
 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in 
two from top to bottom.  The earth quaked, rocks 
were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of 
many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 
And coming forth from their tombs after his res-
urrection, they entered the holy city and appeared 
to many.  The centurion and the men with him 
who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly 
when they saw the earthquake and all that was 
happening, and they said, “Truly, this was the Son 
of God!”  There were many women there, looking 
on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering to him.  Among them were 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebe-
dee.  
 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a dis-
ciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be 
handed over.  Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it 
in clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he 
had hewn in the rock.  Then he rolled a huge 
stone across the entrance to the tomb and depart-
ed.  But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary re-
mained sitting there, facing the tomb.    
 

The next day, the one following the day of prepa-
ration, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that this 
impostor while still alive said, ‘After three days I 
will be raised up.’  Give orders, then, that the 
grave be secured until the third day, lest his disci-
ples come and steal him and say to the people, 
‘He has been raised from the dead.’  This last im-
posture would be worse than the first.”  Pilate 
said to them, “The guard is yours; go, secure it as 
best you can.”  So they went and secured the 
tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the 
guard. 
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