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Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
Sunday, September 6, 2026 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are 
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of 
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of 
the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of 
peace and reconciliation. 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth. 
C Amen. 
 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Compassionate God, 
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 

own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN              Beneath the Tree of Life (verse 1 only)  
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GREETING 
 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

 

C And also with you. 
 

 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A O Lord God, 
C Enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 

help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FIRST READING  Romans 13:8-14 
 

A A reading from Romans 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; 
you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   
10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit 
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
A Word of God, Word of Life 
 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 

THE GOSPEL   Matthew 18:15-20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

   

15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened 
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as 
a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON Len Merkel  
 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                          ELW 631  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
(After each petition concludes with “Hear us O God”, the congregation responds, “Your mercy is 
great”.) 
 
PEACE 
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.        
C And also with you. 
A I invite you to share the Peace of Christ with one another. 
 
GIFTS OF OFFERING    
(See inside cover for QR code to give electronically)  
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
   

P God of creation, 
C You send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P       The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and 

praise to you, Holy God, mighty and immortal, through Christ, our Lord. 
 

P You bid us return to you and be renewed, that your justice may shine like the sun and 
the poor of the earth be lifted up. And so with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG       Holy, Holy, Holy 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

 Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his welcome to outcasts and his eating with sinners, his 
own hunger and thirst, his death and resurrection, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith until he comes again to share the feast that has no end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
  

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS                  One Bread, One Body                                      ELW 496 
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 I Come with Joy                                            ELW 482 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 

P       The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
          always in his grace. 
C Amen. 

 

P Sustaining God, 
C With this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your 

Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of 
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray. Amen. 

 

P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

 

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                      On Our Way Rejoicing                                         ELW 537 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Ushers: Dick Sprague, Dan Rowland 
& Paul Mercurio 
Altar Guild: Joanne Auerbach 
Altar Flowers: Joanne Auerbach 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:  
 
          

Assisting Minister: Roxanne Moger  
Lector: Bob Dennis 
Communion: Tamara & David Crocker 
Coffee Corner: Tamara & David Crocker 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
HELPING HANDS FOR AUGUST 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th is God’s Work Our Hands (GWOH) Sunday, and that is 
where the September’s Helping Hands will be focused.  If you have been around for prior 
years’ GWOH activities, you know we don’t limit ways to serve to just one Sunday! 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary and served in present-day 
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave 
them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
 
Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
Grundtvig was, with Søren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians of the 
nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that Christianity was more a 
philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns. 
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